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 'cerelyattachedto his king and 8 wa lovethefri; nds, 1 


and to hate the enemies of be et, hen he aſſu 
the office of an hiſtorian, he aſt veſt himſelf of 


affections, and, according to the exteſins rule laid rn 2 


in the motto prefixtto this volume, he muſt be ready, on 


. occaons, to ſpeak in the ſes even of 
many 5 88 prai 


an enemy, when his plauſe, nor ſeru- 
— dar friend,us oem a their ain | 
alk for cenſure. 1 * N : 


II. The ſtorm, Fhich 8 long thering 
e now = gs violent 


and reiterated” flaſhes. 
| ſpirit of reſiſtance to lawfulauthority thy 2 ax 

was deſtined alſo to feel the firſt ſhocks of the —.— 
_ exploſion. A new provincial-congreis met early in the 


year, and left no means ot alarm umtried to increaſe the 
ardour of military preparations. They told their cot: 
dun that the ſudden deſtruction of that colony was 


intended andtherefore v rged the militia in general, and 
| the minue- _ in ee to —.— neither tine, pains; 


| actual ſervice. 
The fri & dcp 2. and cautious: tors of "he 
_ king's: forces, even when ſent to make ſeizures: of pow. 


der or ſtores depoſited” at different gs in the vicinity 


of Boſton, inſtead of conyincing the country people chat 


- the fees would be drawii with the utmoſt reluctanee, 


ſerved only to inſpire them with greater bokineſs in ther 
plans of determined oppoſition. An inſtance of this 
occurted on the twenty tixth of February, when a ma 
detachment, which had been ordered to Salem for the 
. of ſecuring ſonie braſs cannon and field- pieces, 
ried 


on their ae e there, that the ordnance was ear. 


that very morning, and being induced to march ine 5 
to the country with the hope ot recovering it, weredaringly 


_ obſtruted in their deſign by a party of unarmed peatlanrs, 


The latter took up a drawbridge that lay over mali ha 
river where the troops. were to paſs; and peremptorily 
refuſed i Oe alledging that the road was not a 


5 5 a, ; 
ſe 1 3 


where the | 


8 Thi, ſing xhonk n 
1 * uſe of it for tranſp his men z but, 
ſiome of the Americans jumped into the boat, and with - 
© axca began to cut holes in the bottomy which ocealioned ͥ 
= 2a ſcuffle between them and the foldiers; At: this-junce © 
: . 5 ne a at agen vu had bent witneſs of the yo 7 


$0 making . 


| ; cred oy many 
pn of te gue hey Crimea and 3 
pon whata fl. > peace. 
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SR Tear to lend off the grenadicrs and light intantry.o | 
Fog == N — e , colonel — * 
; e magazine. e detachment, conſiſti : 
det bet = 

„ te on night prec nineteent 5 
ns and having 2 a little way up Charles river, landed 
1 . 3 calle Phipps's Farm, whence they: 
 -- A the greateſt ſilence and diſpatch 
| Pe. ible. I OED ſome officers on horſe- 
- Da4 to ſcour the roads, and to ecure every perſon who 
ename in their way. But, notwithſtanding theſe precau- : 
tions, they had ee, only a few miles, when it was 
* perceived; by the firin . A 
That the country was wh r 
colonel ordered ee e le fix companies of 
e _ to. e and to 


7 


. 


_ X 


>. the « LS 5 4 
— * £ N < 
1 % Ox 14 ; FOE Z 
S be ET Fog. 2 
Melt, ef 
GR. os 
; GT 


* dev places. "The Britiſh. foldiers, £ 3 — Y 
2 treachereut e : eo 
f in Which eight of the militia were kill 2 
ſome, others Wounded+-'the reſt diſperſed in ny Gov I, 
The light infantry. having: been delayed by this unex> 
| poRted, prodguntery weid-now: joined. by the grenadiers, 
= rigs =o cars ac ns 
Part al militia aſſembled upon a hill that com- — 
8 manded the entrance of the town. The light infantg 
„ was ordered to | the grenadiens 


diſlodge them, whilſt 
' _ Bl purſucd thedire& road is Concord. * At the" |S 
cd Britifls troops, the militia fled over 9 4 "of the 8 
bridges on the other fide of Concord, where the ligt 
| N immediately poſted themſelyes: The grenadiers, 1 
5 in the mean time executed the purpoſe of their expedition, =. 
by deſtroying the ordnance and ſtores; after wich hex 
auitted che town; and the light infantry Heing then 
called off from a ſharp ſkirmiſh "with the militia who had — 
returned to the charge at the bridge, the whole detach» . _ 
ment began their march back to Bolton. The country was 
4 in arms; and not only the rear of 3 _ 
2: 4 — id a continually TX multitude of W 2 
„ dee. ray ular fire was directe 1 
8 the flanks, as they E from dee „ 
11 * and hedges, wht ror jap the place of lines an 
redoubts. It happened Ada, that general Gage. 
N of the 5 SE: the lee, had ö 
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eicher Sith; and ka they were arrived at Lexington 

by the time the: others had — © bncord. 
Lord Perey immediately formed his Jetpehiment into 
= in Which he weber colone}'Smith's party 1 
= almoſt exhauſted” with fatigue. "pleat; * 
+ ops took: tone refrofumient, arid: rhei refuted there 


ns before; by an inceſſant fire, which ere — 
return with any effect, as the Americans were concealed; 
and kept running from front to flank; and-from flank to 
rear, oading their 'picces* at one 7 — and — 
them at another. 3 er, ehments ann 


Wort, of time might he's 
— expoſe ſituation in the ret 20 ſo Jong « 
_march':;- fixty five were killed, ons un ed end 
__ wounded; and forty nine COD The loſwof the 3 
.  vincials amounted to f e two thirds of hom were 
Filled. Tt was not long re both parties were nga 
35 bro _ Wa much more oftinate — bloody conflict. i 
el The return ef the Britiſh „ though ws | 
ts turally followed the accompliſhment: of: the purpele for Jo 
_ "they had been ſent, was repreſented all over the 
as à defeat; and ſo much were the people of the 
. elated with their ſuppoſed victory, chat nothing 
-How was talked of but driving the king's troops out of . FO 
Boſton.” Their indignation and revenge were alſo in. 
by deſcriptions of wanton eruelties ſaid to have 
been committed by the regulars in their retreat, and by 
A report that the grand object of the enterpriſe was to 
a eee, e two of the moſt popular mem- 
rovincial congreſs: The only r 
8 d give any e to en was the 
vbrder to ſecure the ort G z Though ſuch _ 
a meaſure muſt have — 5 ry to prevent the, 
ſtores from being carried off that way. As to the char- 
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eee ſome of the moſt eſſential r 


ie ae 10 Rafe — But general | 
| y-after the arrival of the re- 
e ſecure Ee RENE oaks 

-towr as jg = e was at. 


| Ag 1 ow in val 8 
themſeloes of the * Martial law-wasalſo 
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ipated by 

—— l 
10,0 by nar ne 8 hmilar form, entirely 

4 } 'mav Water, except where, it is joined 
Nn an iſthmus, eee eee 1 
- -acceffible chan Neck. In the centre of the pen 
 infula riſes an eminence; called Bunkers Hill, with an 
eeſy aſcent from the iſthmus, but ſteep on every: other 
| eee hill, towards:Boſton, ftands | 


- rivers which is about 25 as the Thames at London | 
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was alſo opened upon t them from a Cop's 


| glefiting to ecu from Which he Was {© liable to 
255 | —— 0 
morning of the ſeventeenth-of June, when it was diſco» 


; cans had, in the courſe of the pre- 
ceding night, thrown up a conſiderable intrenehment at 


= Bunker's Hill, with a ſtrong redoubt, anda breaſt werk, 
that was in ſome 


een The firſt alarm 

was given at day by the: ively wan of war; — T. 1 4 
ſome other ſhips ſoon ing in in « heavy, bats iveffeC "= 9 
fire againſt the ne- ions. A batte 


and about noon; FT . 

A near Charleſtown, underithe command of major-genes —@— I 
Jowe am br | 1 Pigot, with orders ts 4 

troops were formed without 
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; _ _ to 1 go c 


5 and cwenty eight lindo; nineteen commiſſioned offr. 
0 being amongſt the former, and ſeventy amongſt the 
to Hatter, - The deaths of Heutenant colonel Abercrombie, 


E n alſo loft Tome pw Anaya; but they ia. - 1 5 


. ee N Tens Srotes Sethe — 
Vun, for Leer ſeconds, "ik e moſt of the ofs 
"INES poogarauo | ander mes of „ 


"ble E —— 
"Wo eee eee mas. 


IT 3 

. batteticn 5 and 

nue the provincial Tae their greageſt- loſs. Tus 
Ordt Tarn. 5 


| toten Neek;: which arne. e 


ee the ——— eee % 
bi were killed, and eight nee 


Em of majors! Pitcairne, Williams, and Spendlove, Who 
* fignalized': themſelves i in an eminent degree onetitis fatal 


FLY 


mented moſt the fate of Dr. Warren, the preſident of the 
._._ "provincial congrels, who acting as a major. general, cm. 
. manded the p FWW ny 15 
= = archels head.” | LN 
» ew- engagements : ire feel: Fran n eee nee 
* ent 7 or miſtakes; and one which occurred in the action = 
at RY l 18 e is, 8885 . that day . 


„ . 8 . more 


2 N 8 3 — 
= 7 ot * 7 * * be Y =» 1 * 1 5f 


"no p. 1 0 * Wen m. 3 ? 
: more hey m9 Peg — otherwiſe : 


| e 1 a e of the el. ofa oh t pre. : 
vent the farther vie of the artiller Tut the plan 
2 of the We 8 \ keener cats, It 
= aflert ar it t mme tranſport, th 
drew little water, and mounted * nine pounders, 
had been towed up Myſtic channel, on the north fie Bt 
i Nn inſula of Charleſtown, and brought to, Within 
8 not of the der flank of the proyincias, , which _—_ 
| Pes quite naked; or if a covered boat, mulket-proof, F 
carrying a heavy piece of cannon, had been towed cloſe ij, 
dne chargeontheir uncovered. flank would have difodged — 
them im à moment. . Another abſurdity, which from the  * 
mature of the enterpriſe ſeems peculiarly bn vans 7" af 54. 
Was encumbering the loldiers with three days proviſtong 
and knapfacks on their backs, which, together oy as 
|  touche- box, ammunition, and firelock, may beeſtimated 
at one hundred and twenty five pounds weight. Under 
ſoch a load, enough of dealt to exhauſt them before the 
euame to action, t were ordered in the middle of Ae 
_ * ſummer's day, Sica ſteep hill, covered with gras 
reaching to their knees, and interſetted by the walls and 
ſences of various inclufures, and in the very face of molt 
Fgeſtructise and unremitted fire; when all* the difficul- _ 
ties and the greater pärt of the danger 2 =o have been 
_ avoided by landing them in the rear of Provincia! 
intrenchment. This would alſo have rendered the breaft- 
5 Work of the Americans uſeleſs; and their whole detach- 8 
ment, being thereby incloſed in the peninſula, muſt eitner 
| have ſurrendered at diſcretion or attempted to. cut To 
way through the Britiſh line. Even in purſuing the other 
plan, it was injudicious to make the aflanlt on the whole 
front, inſtead of confining the attack to the enemy's left 
wing, which was covered with nothing more than a 
breaſt. work of rails and hay, eaſy to be ſcrambled over; 
and behind it was an open hill that commanded their 
redoubt and lines. 1 was ee * * | 
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| 2 mmediate or dire& repl: eral Gage's proclam 
Wo: they had already os Hanco- 


of a circular letter from Lord Dartmouth, torbidding 1 


| the charter of Maſlachuſet' 8 Bay, the cot 


= _ wins emblies, was. unanimouſly rejected as - 


: notwithſtanding. their 
_ . _ confederac 7715 they hence forward aſſumed the title of 7 > 
20 15 


"bog rote thee 8 own are ry 
be the ARIES beit me Was We 5 


ts 0 of cm | ory, | put 4 0 p t. * kth ; 
es tions _ an ich ſent, to. fob que ti 
and immediately after the action threw. up works u 


pf Charleſtown; ſo that the Bri ritiſn troops 
inveſted in that peninſula as they h etore been 
Boſton. The blockade was Med, during, th 
| Fentainder/ of the e | arts 
FI. In the. mean time, the's: | TA | eis, 
"x2 met. at Philadelphia on the Nath of 1755 0 


the king's name the election of delegate proceeded to 
on bg all the powers of a ſupreme legiſlative. -— 
2 their. firſt acts were reſolutions for raiſing an 
army, and gs bogs woe currency fox its pay: | 
ment; alſo a. declaration t the late violation. f 


pact between 
9 . that colony was diſſolred. Lord 5 
rope ition King been referred to them by 


unreakwable and inſidious ; and this rejection determined | 
its fate in all the colonies. - Even Georgia, 191 5 h d 
liarly favoured by the Britiſh government, joined the 
general alliance; and both [ol York and Carol lina, - 
ormer moderation, had allo ſent + 
| delegates to the congreſs. From... theſe acceſſions; to the 


rteen United Colonies. |. Congrel! 8 did not make a 
5 the proſcrib 
cir, pre - under. n * 
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was publiſh * por ran + -— RP 1 $3 — 
1 and neceſſity of their cloling with nas 
| prev. which, they ſaid, was mids by the Britiſh legi ff... 
lature from reaſon to arms. Alter entering into à deff, 
e grievances, they tend to deſeribe the lates 
| hoſtilities, but take 8 | = r eee aggreſſion 


on the Britiſh tr 2 | Gage 
| | with having's* "7 Lama pre e eee — 
the good people =o _ colonies,” and With a 

cxuel and cer reach of his ſolemn-promiſe to-the © + | 
Inhabitants of .Boſtonz: that they ſhould; have liberty to i 4 
þ the toun, and to take with them their : ler property, . 
F they would lay down their arms, Sd ms 47 
was done; he ordered the arms to be ſeized by his ſol. 
| diers, and detained the greateſt part of the inhabitants 
in the ton, compelling the few, who were ſuffered to 
- retire, to leave their moſt valuable effects behind. The - 
Declaration farther ſtates, that endeavours had been uſed | 
by the Britiſh government to inftigate the Canadians and 
Indians to attack the colnifts;'that ſchemes had alſfs 
been formed to excite domeſtic enemies againſt them; nt 
that, in ſhort, a part of the provinces felt, „ . 
all of them were fure of fee . ven be | 
of adminiſtration could infli complicate * | 
_ [calamities of fire, ſword; and Fan. Ars / on 
" ere on N 8 infamy = cee > 
0 pdage on uc generations s the con- 
gr ee aſſume a Joftier tone, and ſtrĩve to in- 
ſpire: their conſtituents: with reſolution and confidence. 

Gore Our internal reſources, ſay they, .« are great; and, 

if nece * 5 ran aud is undoubtedly attainable. 
We grate ane nal inſtances of the di- 
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|: 5 &ill defirous of ing partiſans, they artfully firove | 
dcs ſoften the impreſſion b dings ce that neceſſity had 
not yet driven them into that deſperate meaſure, nor in- 7 
Jauced them to exeite any other nation to war againſt their 
fellow: ſubjects: that they had not. raiſed armies with 


- ans Mc. 


| _ ambitious deſigns of ſeparatin from the mother country 6 
and eftabliting independent itates ; and that they on 


meaned to defend their rights and p unpro- 
| - - Voked yiolence. This declaration was followed by diſ. 
' __  tin&addrefies to the people of Great Britain and ot Ire- 
land, more fully inſiſting upon the ſame points; and by 


from 


© a. cond petition to the king, which wag certainly ex- 


| preſiedinfuchguarded, reſpeRtiul, and conciliatory terms, - 


imat it ſemed todeferve the appellation given it of the 


Olive branch. Fo agar eee ee f 
d this petition, were fonder i in their hearts of the laurel 
than of the olive; and though they wiſhed to gain time 


ö aim was directed to war ard republi 


deluſiwe profeſſions of peace and loyalty, ſecret 
by p of peace — 


-  jdea af their real ſentiments mul ee be farmed 


I . f i virtues, that the voice « T. 
directed the appointment ; 


E 5 from their conduct not from their language. 


VII. Soon after the vote for raiſing an army, —. 


5 — of general and form 15 as was dae 
__--  _Cangrels to George mgton, a Bo 
RT ie 1 255 fortune in Virginia, 3 had tif 5 m- 
5 ci ce -his gallant exertions OE 
EE == alarly on theday of Braddock's defeat, when, at thje 
bi of the provincial militia, he covered the retreat of 
LO the regular troops, and prevented their total deſtruction. 
{Bat univerlal was the * ions opinion of his talents and his 
ppg may be ſaid to . ly 
. no man ever more fully 
- -  Jultified the hopes pf his country. The congreſs allo | 
= _ - Nominated pe tk Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuy- 
ler, and Iſrael Putnam major - generals, and Horatio Gates 
£ 5 adjutant general. Ward, Schuyler and Putnam were 
5 OY natives af America: Gates and Lee were Engliſhmen: 
mes, rae „„ 


eee dome reputat 
EL war: 


— 


1 


% 


| on the | | PE 
 plauiible ſyſtem of mere defence, formed a bold: ſcheme 
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Var; lee in particular had fignalized himſelf in the 
defence of Portugal; but his diſdain of ſuperiority. 


made him eager to join the ſtandard of rebellion, where, 


However, his pride afterwards met with more ſtinging 
mortifications than he had ever experienced in the ſervice 
ol his lawful fovereign. Theſe, and ſome other arrange= 


ments for mn the army being made, congreſs 


t maſk, and no longer adhering to the 


of hoſtile invaſion. A variety of circumſtances concur- 


red to point out Canada as an inviting object of attack. 
Its ſituation, at the back of the other colonies, ſtretching - 


from Nova Scotia almoſt to the ſouthern extremity of 


Penſylvania, left it very much expoſed to inroads, and 
, made it, at the ſame time, a deſirable acquiſition for 
the ſecurity of all the adjoining ſettlements. The firſt 
congreſs had, by their inſinuating addreſs, conſiderably 
weakened the attachment of the inhabitants of that pro- 
vince to its: governors, and filled them with prejudices _ 


againſt the Quebec act, which was repreſented as a vio- 
lation of the moſt ſacred eompacts, —as an attempt to 


rivet the chains of arbitrary power on thoſe new ſuhjects 


of Great Britain, and to deprive them for ever of the 


chief bleſſings reſulting from her conſtitution. In con- 
ſequence of theſe ſuggeſtions, the French Canadians 
became as much diſguſted with the act as the Britiſh _ 


ſettlers; and when lately called upon by general Carlton 
to take up arms, they abſolutely refuſed to interfere in 


any diſputes that might ariſe between the mother countr 
and her natural children. But the preſent congreſs, well 
knowing that general's zeal, enterpriſing ſpirit, and mili- 


tary talents, were convinced that às ſoon as his authority 
E. ſupported by the arrival of a body of Engliſh forces, 
he would compel the people implicitly er mn — 


| to ſecond any deſigns he as, torm againſt an open 


widely extended frontier. 


: | Chey. reſolved, therefore, to 
ſeize the moment of 


meſs and diſaffetion, and to 


. carry the war at once into the very heart of Canada, 


- 


cy of all 


though ſuch. a ſtep expoſed to the world the f 
43 8 


B 3 


* 
3 


# 25 ONES... In vain did they 


e 


173. 
indes from: de "Þ 

Uiate 1d fl a deviation from ine whic 

traced . their conſtituents. It totally changed 


rolf in. 5 


FE the nature of the ground on which” they pretended to 
tand in the ſtruggle with the Britiſh legiſlature. ' Opp 

fition to government had hitherto bern kept up u wider 
the thew at leaſt, and on the avowed principle of main- 


certain rightsand immunities of the people, which 
any fo to be unjuſtly invaded. Reſiſtance, in ſuch a 


2 ſuppoſing the premiſes to be fairly ſtated, was 
_ looked upon by many as conſiſtent with the ſpirit of the 


Britin conſtitution, and as ſanftioned by precedents of 


the firſt authority. At any rate, While they pr 
deeded no farther in their diſobedience, mankind m1 he 
remain divided in opinion on the rectitude of their beh 
_._- _ - yiour,, and on the ap ads of right or wrong, ju 
Tics or injuſtice, oppreſſion or 

to render themſelves directly the aggreſſors, and not 
{ __ - _ content with vindicating 7 5 real or prete riglits, - 
do fly wantonly 1 in the face of the ſovereign, carry war 


good government.” But 


ino nis dominions, and invade a province to which they 


© had no claim, was ſuch an outrage, as not only to over- | 


. throw every plea of juſtifiable reſiſtance,” but 8 
in the ſtrongeſt light the hitherto concealed motives and 


ultimate views ot the e ang fomenters of the: Ame- 
_ ou rebellion, = = 1 5 
VIII. In purſuance of the reflotions oF 800 W 

5 . Canada, generals Schuyler and Montgomery were. 
38 diſpatched with three thouſand men to Lake Champlain, 


Aa acroſs which flat-bottomed boats were to convey them. 
© down the river Sorrel. Cron Point near the ſouthern. 


extremity of Lake nplain, and Ticonderoga at the 


ran end of Lake SW props form, , as it 8 the 


aka hte r 5 
15 non from the con | 


„ * having 


% 


fs.” > 


"Foun a party of the fas din for the expedition, 


35 
4 


- 1 T 5 
e which lay at the fort of St. John on 
the river Sorrel, were prod np enter the lage 


effectually obſtruẽt proceeded directly 
5 - to 2 little iſland; "called Ileaux Nara which commands: 
+ | the entrance of the lake, and took neceſſary meaſurezito | 
13 * guard againſt the paſfage of thoſe veſſels. 3 
„% ö»; q cho: a few days after, they were were-indu 
| BF toe ſuccels of ſudden attack on St. John's; 1 — 4 
„„ found: that fort ſo well garriſoned and provided, and were 
Io vigowully attacked by a contends body of In- 

PE dians in their approach to it, that they ow felt the 
KS. neceſſity of returning to their former ſtation on the 
illand, and of deferring their operations until the 
HET 19 arrival of the WEI: and reinforcements whieh. _ 


' = In this interval Schuyler returned to | —4 
5 = order to conclude a treaty. which he had been for Tons 
7 2” ene a ee w with the Indians in that quarter; hut 
5 | being ined there by buſineſs. and by indiſpoſition, : 
the command of the detachment 8 of . courſe on 
1: | Montgomery, This officer, who was eminently: m_ 5 
FT fied for any military ſervice, on being joined by the 
e remainder. of his own troops, and by ſeveral parties of 
„„ Indians whom he had gained over to his hde,. reſolved 2 
d advance immediately and lay ſiege to St. John's, 
BR before which he encamped on the ſeventeenth of em. 
„ ber. Nearly at the ſame time, the adventurer Ethan 
Allen thought to ſignalize and raiſe himſelf into unpor-. 
_ tance by ſurpriſing the town of Montreal, which he at- 1 
tempted at the head of about a hundred and fifty Ame - 
ricans and Indians, without eommunicating his inten- 
tions to Montgomery, or endeavouring to procure/any 
ther aſſiſtance. The event was ſuitable to tlie temerit7 
of the undertaking. Being met at ſome diſtance from 
the town by the militia and a few regulars under the 
command of major Campbell, he wat defeated and tak 
+ priſoner, with near forty of his PO fuch of the feſt as 
1 dies ee in the, woods. . Man- 
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5 N. Montgomery's progreſs in the fiege of St. John! 


ws very much — by the want of ſufficient ammu- 
nmition, us well as by the intrepid and vigorous reſiſtance 
., ofthegarriſon, though greatly inferior in number to the 
e The whole ane Fra force of Canada at the | 
of its being invaded did not exceed two eee *F 
dete ſeventh and he twenty fixth, containing together 1 = 
=... about eight hundred men. Five hundred of eſe, under ; 
|. the commandof major Preſton, were poſted at eee 
and the defence of another little fortreſs called Chamblee, © 
. which lay five miles farther in the country, was intruſted 
dt to. major Stopford, of the ſeventh regiment, at the head 
pf one hundred and ſixty men. General Carleton did 
. not ; negleft any other means in his power to relieve. or 
15 thoſe important forts. By the greateſt exertions, 1 
3 collected at Montreal near a thouſand men nas - a 
En, ipally of Canadians, and with theſe he intended to 
| . Join ſome new levies under colonel Maclean, who had 
p Deen ordered to haſten from Quebec to the part where the = 7 1 
Fairer Sorrel diſcharges itſelf into the gulf of St. Lawrence, 
e reef the ow forees were ta eg directly to the 
. St. John's. But upon the general's attempting to 
. oyer from Montreal, his landing was led 3 2: -3 
OR of provincials at Longueil, jk. had | planted t wo > Bi 
Co pieces « of: canton on the ſhore, with which they her „„ 
pPoulſed the Canadians, and forced general Carleton to 
Teelinquiſh his deſign. Nor was colonel Maclean more 
Fuortunate; for though he had with unwearied diligence 
got together abcut ſi hundred men at the poſt where he 
was ordered, yet being fiercely attacked by ſome Ro 
Fials, and the news of general Carleton's repulle arri wing 
ddl attheſamejunRure, he was deſerted by almoſt half bs. 
. *  - followers whowere natives of the country ; and he there>- 1 
fore thought it adviſeable, without waiting for farther 
. InſkruRions, to return to Quebec with the reſt of his 
party, conſiſting; of Scotch emigrants, who had lately. 
1 in. Ameri ca, but in confequence of he mani 
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225 5 of Mam oper 7 army had now 
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made themiclves maſters of Fort Chamblee, the 


2 2 5 me ap our. barrels. of gun- 
e one r twenty tour | 
| powder, beſides other ſtores, which enabled the Amgticns 


9 


| commander. to puſh. the ſiege af St. John's wich freſh 


vigour, The garriſon held out to the lat with the ute = 
„ erance; but the hopes of relief 
* entirely cut off, and their e ammunition - 


exhauſted, they were under the. neceſſity. of 1 


LY, on the thirteenth. of. November. Immedistely en the 5 
e of making any defence, 


event, as Montreal was incap⸗ 
_ general, Carleton did not ſtay. there to thts ann | 
advance of a victorious enemy only twelve. miles diſt 

t was conveyed down. the river, by favour of 2 dark | 
die e a.m n with muffle 5, paſt the 


N ; Celan 3 an eee enterpriſingots- ; 


cer in the ſervice of n having obtained general ; 


Waſhington's approbation of a plan for penetrating into 
the eee part of Canada by a route hitherto. untriad, had 
{et off from the camp near Boſton in the middle of dep- 
tember, at the head 1 eleven hundred 3 and 
atter ſuffering ,incredible_hardſhips/ in. traverſing a rude * 
and pathleſs wilderneſs, aſcending by the Kennebeck and 
1 by the Chandiere, he at i length reached; the | 
plain of Canada in fox weeks after his departure from = 


oſton, and encamped oppoſite to Quebec at a ſyo . 
Point eee But . the 


conſternation © 
_ occaſioned. by his ſudden - appearance, and the . 8 
ent, he was repulſed 


impoſſibility. of ſuch an atehieven 
with great ſlaughter in his firſt attempt to Tram the 
gate = St. Lewis on the fourteenth. of. gvember,/:I'his - 
was. chiefly owing to the very j 48 and ge 

duct of colonel e ho, ith high | 
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nen he * not 2 roug , reſolved to 

du ſor ee nas reer The latter had been 
_ detained; after r of Montreal, i in Prep n 

Datteaux a light a0 again . - 


 Preſcot- and ſeveral other officers, with a 2 8 = 
_ of military ſtores; They were Won obliged to furrender, | 
it being impraticaþle to ſave the ſhips; and\/Montgo: 
e having left ſome troops in the forts, and ſent detach- 
ments into different parts of che province to tempt the | 
2 the rebellion, as well as to forwandd, 

alben on eie. __ men 3s could be ſpa d 


— ' cpa - _ - 


== he found 75 En: to convey. A bur ” 
to on; magni s own ſtrength, ſtati 
| The weakneſs of the garcidbn;/ Gewing the. PD oe 
of relief, and recommending: an immediate ſurrender, to 
avoid the dreadful conſequences of a ſtorm. But e 
create nor dangers could produce any effect on the in- 
nn firmneſs of the veteran governor. The reſourees * 
+ EE ius and the anjmating effect of his exainple i 
. counterbalanced-eyery - diſadvantage. His firſt care had 
| been to oblige all thoſe to quit the town with their fami- 
lies, who'refuſed//to take up arms in its defence. His 
whole garriſon then amounted only to fifteen hundred 
men, a humder, ſuppoſing them even the beſt 87 very 
_ diſproportioned to — defence of ſuch extenſive woiks: but 
d could ſcarcely be ſaic chat any of them were 3 
Colon an's ſmall” corps being newly raiſed, ane 
| pany of the ſeventh -regiment which had 
5 aped being en conſiſting . of recruits: the 
e ompoled of the Brithſt rench n a 
_ . fewiharines, bout four Fund _ and fifty . — 
| . belonging tothe king wo the merchant ſhips 
fant aa ala ea — 9 80 
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AD, PE exon ut. N 
55 „ and pati ally. ſuſtaining 0 
| the hardſhips of the ſiege, ' afforded 3 a. ſtriking: e 3 
bow far the conduct of a few. gi lant and experienced 
* 3 e in renderin gt the raweſt . my - 

„ Jt Jobs not 3 1 edlen. s forces 
= were conſiderably-ſuperior in number or 1 to thoſe 
' that defended the 1 5 5 His chief prolpett of tucceſs = 
emed to be founded upon the impfrſſion, which te 
| parade of his preparations and the violence of his ſudden 6; 19 

attacks might make on what he regarded as a weak and, 1 
motley garriſon. Ie accordingly commenced; a dom 
dardment with five ſmall mortars 3 and, in a few days 

after, cpened-a fix gun battery at about ſeven Hundi 
| yards diſtance from the walls: but his metal, which con. 
fitted only of twelve pounders, was too ght to do an;, 
great dain ; arid his batteries, being compoſed of ſriows i 
and water th t quickly became folid ice, were der oliſhed | | 

almoſt as ſoon as they were. erected. Arnold and he now - 5 ; 
felt themſelves in a very unpleaſant ſituation: they bak 

nothing to hope for from the effect of their artillery, 5 1 
' \from the ref weakneſs and inexperienceof tlie gar. 
riſon: 8 85 winter began to be ſeverely felt; the ground 
was covered with a deep ſhow 3, and human nature did 
not ſeem capable of long withſtanding the united rigo urs of 

ties ſewers and the climate in the feld. The N allo, + 
for which many of Mont gomery; s ſoldiers had oY — 
Was expired, or expiring; Tl it could not be an - 
how foon they might inſiſt on returning home, nor 
whether ſuch an event would not WY; 1 VP the „ 
whole army. | pots 1 

XV. In 6 circumſtances "Mont - 
that ſomething deciſwe muſt be. one without Abt, 
Enew the Americans would conſider __ as taken 
_ he inſtant they heard of his arrival before it; and 

e higher their expectations were raiſed, the more 

Kere the diſappoint nen in ea All 

eir confidence of ſucceſs Was founded on the opinion - _ 

1 2 _ 1 his ee and eee forfeir Mt, — 
8 Ree ion 
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the Noo Wing a made, M ws Gp 4 
. to ig nad? the forlorn hope Ely in the morning, 5 
on the laſt day of the year, "hari divided his army into 5 
four unequal parts for the purpole of diſtracting the gar- 
7 'rifon by two falſe and two real attacks at the ſame. fume, 
Gn yndertook, x with the la argeſt divifion, conſiſting of nine 
wt | Hand men, the moſt 1 3 of the enterpriſe. 
I <5 He was killed in the firſt onſet ; all the officers and fol. 
11 diers near his xerſon ſhared the ſame fate; and the reſt, | 
Hi after ſuſtaining | for about half, an hour a dreadful 77 
Hil 5 + A of cannon and muſketry, retreated in the utmoſt 
| | - _. diforder. Arnold's party, 6 5 ſeven hundred in num. 
per, were for ſome time more ſucceſsful.” In leſs than an 


4 - . _ hour they forced the firſt and ſecond barriers of that quar- | 
J againſt Which their attack was directed. Arnold's HE 
Les being ſhattered by 2 mulket-ball very early S 
engagement, he was carried off to the camp 3 but his 
. WE. 99 ol 'fu Nl e by the ilful exertions of the 
_ other. offic reſolution of the men, who. know- ; 
ing nothing 9 7 Tegen s misfortune, puſhed on with 
 Unabated ardour, and were actually e ladders to 
8 third barrier, when they received a ſudden and i irre- 
_" Coverable check,. The main force of the garriſon, now 
relieved from other objects, was turned againft. this bold 
party of aſſailants; and whilſt they were already fully 
occupied in front, a large detachment with en field 
pieces poured upon their rear, and compelled them, after 
=. . an obſtinate reſiſtance for three hours, to lay down their 
1H * : \ arms. The priſoners were treated with the greateſt hu- 
wt _ manity by the governor, whoſe Kill and courage during 
it = 5 = "whole conffit merited every eulogium. The ſhat- | 
N _ tered remains of. the beliegers „ who were reduced to 
ont ind ly quitted their camp, 
| 55 +l etired three miles farther from the city, where they 
=== frengthened their quarters in the beſt manner they were 
His 5 8 * pprehe ks a * from the ganiſen : 


HOY. 


8 WT . 155 : - _oxda6n 1 
Tus latter, * 
= Wee and” nick able 0 
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eien * wel te 
| Ex ' had procured h 
mon ſhare of pi rate chen, 45 es abilities 3 


55 be called, in the Piovince of Maſſac 
| 'C 


& though the e hee 
Were unfit "that 


dom and ſobriet: 


"Their thre 
vated by the loſs of 
ors nt ny 


og Bog) "of 


and 


 eftate in New Vork, he was from thence ind e 
_ ider 3 a6 an "American, and, aktüated by falſe 


pet the duties of allegiance im- 
1, and tö devote his talents to 


| the ſeryice of Uh ones, he gave Him the'rank of Pri. 


gadier- general. His conduct in che expedition to 'Ca- 


nada was nally ſpirited and judicions; and his heroiſm 


im the laſt ſcene ſnene forth With increafing lutre. No- 
thing, in ſhort, was wanting to render his fall glorious, 


but a better cauſe, In deſcribing his de and his 


fate, it is impoſſible not to ſhed a tear of regret, that'a 
man who was ſo well formed to ſupport che interefts and 
glory of his country againſt her Natural foes, ſhould have 


period in. an' uinatural and moft unhappy rebellion. 2 


is body, being found the day after "the attack, was 


interred with al military and funeral honours'by po 
Carleton, who had the magnanimity tt eſteem and. 3 


knowledge ſuch eminent merit even in am enemy. 
XVII. The events of this firſt campaign, as it 9 
wict's. Daa and in 


"P01 III. 
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26 GEORGE. Us 2 . 27934. ol 
3 ha 2 3 ak el, Ms | 
| other p 2 Will be ſufficic ., Lord Dunmore, 80 I ö 
Vernor of Virginia, bad adopted the reſolution, in cop; | 

ſequence of the diſputes long ſubſiſting between him and | 
dhe people, which roſe by — to the moſt alarming 
Violence, to take refuge on board the Fowey man of a, | 1 
in the month of June; and his authority being ſoon after 
diſavowed ed by the convention of delegates, he e ed 
martial law, and immediate emancipation to all negroes 

and indented ſervants able and willing to bear arms in 

his majeſty s ſervice a meafurewhich cauſed the greateſt - = 


| - irritation, pithope being productive of any adequate ad- 
vantage... je ip an: ee Which brought 
things to Fon parties. A demand Was = = 
mache hy the thippi agin the ba Fof Cheſs peak, to the in- 
._____ habitants of the oma 75 e ER Eo 
uſual ſupplies; which, be: . Fin. and 


. the ſhips. being . ts he be ofthe Foe 0 © 1 
1 — 5 TY y wer: 1 and in a few. the , 
EE vyhere 7 in a - br; 
Whole town was ee oe aſhes—the loſs beir CE 
„ mated at 8 "ets hundred thouſand pounds:.*. -. 
_ adjacent country, of Maryland, TORE Eden's mpde- , | 
ration, though it could not 3 vent Nagel i 
GET Fed $0. G0 xy thoſe fatal extr ] emities; 
11 vernment was entire 
1 1 Br rn Art icy pr | 
FF  — mumerousparty... In rolinas, lord William Camp- Tc 
bell and governor Martin, adopting the more vigorous, 
but unſucceſsful policy of lord Dunmore, were allo com- 
pelled. to withdraw tor! fety on board. the King's nps 
„„ This event took place on the firſt of January: 1776. 12 
FE. It appears from a gazette publiſhed by. the governor's 
order, that it was only intended to deſtroy that part of 
titihe town which was next the water; but that the re-. 
, — completed the deſtruction, by ſetting fire to the EE 
5 and remote ſtreets, which, as the wind was in 
. 15 favour, would have otherwiſe ch ſafe Tron the | 
1 fury of the fl —_ 5 3 ; 4 


5 
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e irit, indi 


C0 The public opinion begun td. a 
| - divid don che expediency and fal effefts of coercive | 
— 8 againſt which à loud clamour was raiſed not 
| only by the friends of the oppoſition, but by ſeveral mer- 
eantile bodies, whoſe private intereits are not eaſily re- 


|  horrence of the ſteps taken to o 
_ jets, adding that they were 
7 ſpecious artifice of calling deſpotiſm, dignity, but 
power over all the eolonies: 


their angeſtors had been | 
to the houſe of Brunſwick : they charged his gon ey 


* Wor 


"lying of LY In Pennſylvania a 


tion was eſtabliſhed throughout the provit e ; 


itlelf in di > dud 
 vaded'y the other colonies, where the articles of 


ed confederation and perpetual union, ras | 


_ ſummer by the congreſs, were approved, though not for- 


38 


r call the, year after; .and-where the reſolus :- 


i | ot harley li then tings the full force 


24 25 February, 


| ; regs 3 the 9 


very much 


735 XVIII. wing theſe p age on the other fide of 5 
3 | tho Atlantic, no little — the mother 


. coniled with the juſice rexel var den The city - 
_— is are ee ation as well as 
pprelienſions of a decline ee had, in the latter 


to the throne on the ſame ſubject; 


Which doing chief drawn up by the ſuggeſtions of Mr. 
Wilkes, then jond mayors 2 All the former re- 


es, however diſreſpectful, in the inſolence 'of 
— and the ſeditions tendency of the ſentiments 


catalogue of American grievances, and declared their ab- 


impoſed ur 


ceived that the real purpole vas to-eſtabliſh arbitray 
mw a Juſtifiedd the refiſtance 


the Ainericans on Ly | 
in 


mir iſters with poiſoning the fountain of lic ſecuri 7 
with „ that body which dn the guardi 


3 


— dee ye The petitioners recapitulated the whole 5 


pn their fellow ſub- : 2 


es by which, e bee : 
” rams 
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Ws with Won aimuton for ever 
| fig this maſts The ki "py" Ren ante 

_ expreſſed the ume aſtoniſhment, to find any of hisfub- 
' jJatts capable af encouraging the rebellious dif 
"whioh/: unhappily exiſted in ſome of the colonies : be 5 
4 faid, that, 4 having entire confidence in the vriſ- 
1 — — great councilsf the nation, bs | 


| ſue thoſe meaſures which'they had re- 
commended for the 7 ger of the conſtitationalrights.of = 
. 
55 hie Ina EY 
Wies received! Ties om cen cnn AC- / | 
BS quaintinghim, asc magiſtrate London, 
3; - - that his majeſty would not receive on — 
duet, remonſtrance, or petition of the lord mayor and 
1 - aldermen; but in their corporate capacity. Wilkes 
}! aid this letter, as well as his maj — res | 
monſtrance, before the mia ſummer meeting of the citi- 
rens for the eleQtion of their annual officers; and did not 
AZ neglest to ace | | the information "with ſome com- 
38 bo ments e uſual gere were — 
proposed agreed to, in one it was declared, 
that the adviſers of fuck a meſſuge were enemies to the 
right of the ſubject to petition the throne; and that the 
EW EEE. 
+. 8 ; _ people: to i OVeretgn, to event a ec | griev- N 
|; ances, and alienate the minds of Engliſhmen from the 
Hanoverian ſucceſſion. Another remonſtrance was alſo 
* _ _ concurred in, at leaſt equalling the late one in its moſt 
obnoxious parts, and deſiring his majeſty to conſider, 
4 ei hat the ſituation of his people here muſt be, who had 
FF} nothing now to expect from America, but gazettes f 
T- | loo e life of tee laughed flow fab 
Jette. It was farther reſolved, that this addreſs 
ſhould not be preſented, unleſs it was received fitting on 
che eee king, by whoſe order the 8 ; 
weiß in it Was his majeſty {are to W 
it at the levee, being told of — ey als rig 7; 
Be os -replie a ignity': 54 J meter 


e = x7 


855 


* E, -- e 
; 8 1 mw 
AY 415 5 7% * 2 7 ** * . 
£ . * * 1 ” + b g ; x + 


. 1 Do 8 : 
. 5 


| judge here, 1 did. the common- 5 hall aten — 4 
| ſequent merting relolve, that the king was bound tokens 
5 the petitions at h ig People that it was the ur 

55 3 of the ſubject to he heard, and nog a matter of grace 
i. favor that the late anſwer was a direct denial of * 
chat right;—andthat-the adviſer, direttly,or-indireftly, 
of the refuſal, was equally an eneiny tothe and 


Nobody cauld be deceived by ſo flagrant a vio- 
a ECC clan Rlhs Tbe king had 
not only declared his re ior her tions, | 
but had given-the moſt uneq rongl: props, it, even 
when the exerciſe of that rig ain of the ewe ee 


TT R 
A > ; i 


3 8 * 
e 1 
3 


the further privilege of dictating to e where, or 
in what er he ſhould receive their libels on governs 
| ee eee ene eee e throne neceſ - 


5 „„ 5 a 


; Foun — theſe votes and the remonſtrance to be 
in the public papers ;—and by paſſing an inſtruction to 
cheir repreſentatives in parliament, direRing ** that they. 
mould move immediately at che next meeting for an 
humble addrefs from the commons to his maj re. 
queſting to know who were the adviſers of thoſe fatal 


Py t. £ 


CC 


in America, and plunged the nation into civil War z 


= Fr a petitions; and then to move for an impeach 
ment of 


This inſtruction was too abſurd to be obeyed in its full 
extent. by the moſt abje& tools of the party“. A few 
Mr. Oliver, who brought forward the bufinefs in 


* 


33 


"> * 


3 Aviſen 


; ” 7 5 2 


ö 15 


* Pa 


ity 7 of the king, and to . 


aud wickedly abuſed. Had Mc. Wilkes and his junto 


e authors: and adviſers. of all thoſe meaſures. 1 


e _ of commons, confined the charges' to: oY 


* 


| fary to place in the ſtronge t-the condeſcenſion f 
the ſovereign, and „ unpara alle ed mere of a factious 
cabal? 1 belotted. bs Ee aalen | „ as far 
1 2 to gratify the rag zomntment,. by 


i ordering . y of their * ton to preſented to "ff 
the king by ſheriffs and the city. remembrancer = - 


: ; : meaſures, which had planted popery and arbitrary power 
alſo to know who were the adviſers of the prelent meaſure | 


. 0 nn eee Popery —— 

__  _ Canada by the French ſettlers, and baton 

| | - expreloly ſtipulated in the ſurrender and final; ceſſion of 
cat province to great Britain: the cantinttance alſo of - 

_- thcir old laws in matters relating to pr. 
introduction of trials by jury in criminal 

dleſerved the opprobrious name of arbitrary 


in the other colonies 1 che facts | 
cond volume afford indiſputable evidence, that the leaders 
ol che minority in both houſes were not only the encou- 
ragers, but, in a great degree the authors of the Ame | 
rien tebellion:; e eee eful 

was a palpable falſhood.... euer 


5 at the midſummer meeti 
to be ven to the exctof B 


adviſers of the American meaftires;" nor did Mr. 15 \ "= 


Aid not, howe rer, eſcape the reproach of ine 
for profeſſing to ac in obedienes te the inſtruction 2 
their conſtituents, when they overlooked ſeveral par- 
ticular points. Mr. Wilkes, with all his“ ee 
_ zeal”! for the rights of his fellow citizens, ſaid not a 
word of the retended. refuſal of their remonſtrance, 
though he enlarged. in the following ſtrain. on the po- 
: pulation of the colonies: „The Americans are a pious. 
and religious people. Wien much ardour and ſucceſs. 


= 


"and the 
(none 


— — a0 the 
attempt to aft the ſupremacy of the Britin 
| | vr 


of prtions 


* XIX. Among other reſolutions of the made. 
public/thanks were over 
. «© for having, con- 
with the principles of a true Engliſhman, refuſed 


bridge, who feconded him, ſupply the omiſtion. * 


they follow the firſt great command, of heaven, Be 


| Jruitful and 559. While they are fervent in theſe 
devout exerciſes, while the men continue enterpriſing 
and healthy, the women kind and prolific, all attempts 
„ ſubdue them by force Will be ridiculous and una- 
Vauailing.“ But neither Mr. Wilkes's pleaſantry, nor 


Mr. Oliver's ſuppreſſion of ſome parts of his e 


tions had any weight. The motion was ſupported by 
only ten members out of one hundred and ſeventy 
three then preſent in the . all ** ** A it 4 
| 8 9 To 


7 * 


* 
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„ in America. A candid view of the | 


7 —.— conduct will ſhew how far he was deſerving of 
| RE of applauſe. _ His: inclination. 


1 3 army; e 
2 x; opportunities of t prac. 
— hie p MEER at home, upon the 


ä HO thewar Ln the e 


he entered as a volunteer in the oh of. the latter, 


| Since bis return, he joined his parli \ friends in 
| their oppoſition o the as peer ſe Lau 
ence ot the colonies;; and 

which he belonged vvas intended for the American ſer- 


ng the obedi- 


vice, he thought it would appear inconſiſtent in him te 


enforee mes ſures in his military charaRter, which he had 


nation on theſe principles, 


* 


1 it with a 


| king and parliament decide in. favor of war it is no par 
of the quarrel,” 


condemned in his legiſlative. ty. A.modeſt reſige | 
e juſt or miſtaken, 
n the purity of his motives; if 


hs buen erde dee the ſecretary at war had not 


been ſtrongly tinctured with party ſpirit, and if he had 
that, as he waved the 
. which cuſtom entitle. him to, of ſelling his 


on, he might be allowed to retain. his rank. The 


requeſt was as unreaſonable-as his ſtrictures on what had 


mou ceived the ſanction of the legiſlature were indelicate. 
ilitary rank neceſſarily implies a willingneſs to perform 
military ſervice ; and when the ſuperior authorities of 


of -an oer s dut me to inquire into the juſtice or 

hough the earl's courage and ambition 
were undiſputed, yet every coward might avail Wait 
of the ſame excuſe, if officers were allowed, without loſe 


of character or rank, to deſert their poſt in the hour off 


danger. His -exa 


pple, therefore, notwithſtanding. the 
empty panegyrics of a faction, was not likely to 
— contagious. The earl of Chatham's Ade ſon, an 


| enſign in the torty ſeventh regiment which was _—_ 8 
to W . Wilſon . a member of the 


. 


E * 


. +. ip 


the lives and Went 


ing that the regiment to a 


* 


* 


1 3 Feber u „ ; 
: 14 in t 7 5 "houſe of 383 and | 
ol marines, were oh only cuou | ; => 
= the one in to hie father, and N 8 
other from an adherence to Falten opinions: but 1 5 | 
did not, like lord Effingham, ſolicit” the retaining of „ 
their rank, though khe latter of them in ticular bad 3 
much ſtronger claims than his lordſhip, raiſds 7 þ 
hundred and ee e e eee „ 

3760, and having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the actual _ - 


vice of Wis cout 7 during the remainder'of the raff. 
XX. Such trifling defertions in the army could give 
uo uneafineſs to any government; but müniſt had a , 1 


F  - this time ſtrong reaſons to apprehend x very inp n 
diefection in che cabinet. During the ſummer receſs; the 
duke of Grafton, Who had been for ſome at the 
head of the 3 board, and now held the office of 
privy ſeal, wrote a letter to lord North, expr his 
Attachment to his majeſty, and his 'zealous* — to ſee 
1 the government flouriſh under the adminiſtration of _— 
* „ nmaobdſe lord to whom it was now entruſted; but addmg 
Bi that it was his firm opinion ſome effectual means oug | 
to be adopted for the purpoſe of terminating the me. | 
nate differences with America, and ſug geſting one method 4 
by Which he thought intercourſe and ae might "af 
—— under the offer of a truce t revolted cdlo-- 
nies, ſanctioned by: an-addreſs of both houſes to the king, 
on various motives of policy, affection, and humanity. | , . | 
le renewed: the fame obſervations in a ſtill more earneſt 
and decifive manner after the arrival of Mr. Penn with 
the petition: _— by the plauſible language of 
which his grace ceived inte A Hp alief of the fneerity 
of their ie and 1072 profeſſiens. The petition was 
e Mr. Peu a and Mr. Lee, on tlie firſt of Sep: 

tember, to lord Dartmouth, ho ſaid, no anſwer w 

be given.“ "The duke urged this circumſtance as a new * 
„ t in favor of the ſtep he had before recommend ed, 
+ _. -obſerving that, if deputies” from congreſs could not be 

formally acknowledged by the king, there was the greater 


N for adop ing ſome other — by which the 
e - nant 


n 
4 


ws 3 


et mn ths i Sb VVV 


3 2 

J= K 
5 3 

a 


: | wiſhes, and cxpeRations.of his ma 

Jets 5 

a cant af intercuurſe muſt vemain an i | 2 
accommodation. "When he found that he could not gain. 

FT over any ane vf the cabinet to his way of thinking on 
_ this ſuſſject, he requeſted an audience of the king, in 

Ws i lng he ny part i he a reaſons why hecquld 


not being able to effect the: convittion 


| duke came to 
ice, andes Be rras-privataly-enleavouring to-peraade 85 
tbem chat the ſentiments of thẽ congtreſs were very popu- 
lar iu England, addreſſes poureil in from moſt parts of the 

kingdom, fully declaratory of the ſenſe of a great majo- 
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part in the adruiniſtration of affaire. 
ee rd Fas 


policy: and 


neceflity:of the meaſures no id, but 
ume, 


condar. eee eee, e, r : 


J 2s (6 the effects of 3 
15 a diſtempenad mind br 


| over its own diſcontent?! 
XXI. n markante at for (ome time before the 


rupture with his colleagues in of- 


rity ofithe people, ſome in warm, others in more diſpaG- 


|  Gonate language, but all condemning the ungrateful and 


refratctory ipirit of the Amnericans, approving of the ast 


of government, and recommending a a perſeverance in tlit 
E until the dap eee dern to 


— an alen 8 


attention, and condeſcendingiy IF 
fa proc v0 09h thn et to his grace the juſtice,' the 


— 4 . - *. 
7 PE N 
2 . 9 N * 
, 8 1 1 El 2 


5 rerolution was now nec | e „ 
5 all g citizens thought it their-duty'to . the . 
world their juſt abhorrence of every attempt to alienate 
me minds of his majeſty's ſubjefts, and their readineſs 
[+ - 8 to maintain with their lives and fortunes the authorty = 
„„ »* on the legiſlature i in every part of the Britiſh dominions.” 
It is alſo certain that addreſſes in favor of a ſyſtem of 
„ 1 why till petitions againſt 
+  --, It:made! their appearance. The number of the latter, 
| _ natwithſtanding . ——— to ob- 
Yo tg rn re Me arm han Ces * 

Fair of ee Shag 


2 TT — 
the continent, but alſo to the Weſt India iſlande, which 
uſed to receive from North America the principal articles 
netreſſary for their ſuſtenance and ſupport. It was there- 
feore no wonder to ſee the merchants of Briſtol; of Lan- 
| | caſter vraFetber townninebeike perdigumen; aiturtel | 
buy the ſame motives as the merchants of London, and 
'j} deprecating what they apprehended: would. be extremely . 
—— 
man were The ſame 
5 e "codes Newfoundland ther — Th 55 


- + .  - their own want of foreſight 
much of the blame as they gauld on 
'f  _ eonlequence of the act paſſed the laſt ſeſſio ning 8 
5 Rs from a ſhare in that fiſhery, a gr ter num , 
5 * than uſual of ſhips and men, to be employed in it, 
were ſent dut from —— and Ireland. But it mes 
PEW 6... -f 


3/and were willing to lay as 
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4. De $795 +  GRORGE TR . — 
bahble effects of retaliation on the part of congreſs, W. 
prohibited the ſup lying of the Britiſh: fiſheries with nx 
{ Kinds ofprovilion, This threwthewhole buſineſs upon tile 
banks of Newfoundland intothe utmoſt diſorder; and many - 
of the ſhips, inſtead of being loaded with fiſh, were di. 
patched to procure. flour and provifions wherever. they - © 
were to be found. The dread; of famine was for a few *©* 
days ſuſpended by another terrible calamity. +. About ſe=. . * | © 
ven hundred boats with the people belonging to them and 
eleyen 1 7 with moſt of their crews periſned n a tem © 
peſt, the fury of which exceeded any thing ever before 1 
ex N that ſtormy coaſt®. The inhabitant?2 
f ſuch towns in England as are principally ſupported bv 
the cod fiſhery, inconſiderately aſcribed thoſe diſaſters to 
the quarrel with America; and were ready to join the 
complaints of their diſtreſſes to the clamour of faction. 
But the petitioners on this ſubject to parliament ver 
properly confined themſelves to a repreſentation of te 
inconveniences they ſuffered ** fromthe uſual reſources 
of bread, flour, and other neceffaries. Being totally in- 
terrupted by the unhappy differences between Great Bri- 

tain and her colonies; and concluded with a prayer for 
' liberty to export thole articles, under certain reſtrictions, - 
Obtain t 5 | | 


ob em on the moſt reaſonable terms. ag” 
8 XXII. A temporary alarm had alſo been excited alt 


as . - 7-208 
2 E q 75: - 45 . : FR - 
22.6 8 7 by i . N ; 5 — 
0 us * G; l 2 I (5 He 5 - ww” 
v 5 : * 5 2 1 * 2 * = 
* - * * 4 , 
. 


& 


. 7 
7 
2 
— 


5 one of the out- ports by the decline of another branch of 

3 commerce, the total abolition-of which will, it is hoped, + 
ere long be added to the other glorious monuments of the 

ral policy and humanity. of the Britiſh legiſlature. 


_ / This awful wreck of nature, which happened oh ' 2 
the eleventh of September, was as ſingular in its cir= - 
_ cumitances, as fatal in its effects. The ſea is ſaid to 

have riſen thirty feet: almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and to 

have ſpread its ravages far into the iſland, the waves 
overpaſſing all mounds, and ſweeping every thing before 
them. The ſhores preſented a ſhocking fpectacle for - 
ſome-time after, and the fiſhing nets. were havled up” - :- 
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Uhis uncture in the W 
American market for ſlayes, and the impedimerts cauſe 
dec by the proclamations of counci}'a 

N deer, of arms and ammunition had, A 


. . felt at Liverpool, Which had poffeſſed' à much / 
5 Fe ee. that horn rife thin any other port in 


laid vp, in an uncertainty of their future deflinition, | 

_ and their crews paid off. Thoſe in like manner Bel 

- ing to the Greenland ſhips, upon their return in July and. 
the beginning of Auguſt, were as uſual diſcharged ; ſo 

that ef damen out of employ in that town 


ation, the ſeamen complained that an attempt Was made 
dy the merchants to lower their wages; upon Which the7 
cut the rigging of ſome ſhips to pieces, 3 CE : 


. however, diſperſed again, and all became q 
., ſeizing a number of them, anti fending them do . 
5 * ++-kindled the flame 5 5 A violence. The fajors | 


| ae to deſtroy. the houſes of obnoxious perſons, bur 


change. This danger was foreſeen, or probably announ- 
.. ced by themſelves, a conſiderable time e the attempt, 
"= that Tae Exchange was ſhut up, barricaded, and well 
3 = by the merchants and townſmen. The ſailors, 
. 8 = m 


15 . Mo 8 during the whole night and part of the enſu- 
ing morning, though ſeveral of them, through their di 
5 be tle and * os aa of 9 to the x 5 
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crability/ at ciuſing nod providing for 


Manes, the Jofd of the 
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int the exporta 
iſhed the Aftiean trade. This wit more parti. 


ts As the Guinea ſhips arrived; they were - 


was faid to amount to above twothouſand, In this ſitu- 


-houſes, and committed other acts of outrat 


e Cs 'Th e andy * 
they at length marched in a body to demoliſh the Ex- 


hs ſeveral confuſed attacks in the evening of | 
- ninth of Auguſt; nor did they diſcontinue 


RE EN. £1 5 
— 


_ 55 „ 


the tumult. It was then feared by the timid, and ho} 
2 the turt 


of 150 Wes founck either in the king's ſervice, or in-other ma“ 


= | _ flaye trade. 


1 been taken in London to inflame the ic diſcon- 


Jas 
— 5 


have evap in audacious and inſulting remon 


x „that plots and conſpiracies were ſec retly 


f lord Rochford; the ſecretary of ſtate for the ſouthern de. 

_ partment, by one Mr. Francis Richardſon, a native f 
"S America, and an adjutant in the 8, charging a 
n, Countryman of his, Stephen Sayre Eſq. then a banker in 
of London, with havin A an intention ef Rink 'the ki 
5 perſon, as his majeſty went to the houſe of peers; alfs _ 

p- an intention of taking pa Sen the tower, and of overs 85 5 3 
_ ö turning the preſent government. The means, 8 G- + 
ut àdãs far as the information of the witneſs went, ſeemed 

= FF very inadequate to the greatneſs and difficulty of the end! 

= Js was merely | propoſed to bribe ſome ler N of the - 

"7 | yards and ir men to concur in the deſign. But as the 

1] * _ folly of a wicked attempt did not prove t t 10 ſuch at- 

s tempt: could be made ;=as Richardſon? 'steſthmony* was: = 

of WM fitive and as other ſchemes of co-operationanight have 

of : 

be been planned, though not communicated to him; lere 
. Rochford thought himſelf 'obli officially, to iſſue * 

x WU order for taking the accuſed perſon into cuſtody, and fer 

re ES _ this Papers. 'T he oy 8 e . 
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tents, the tranquillity of the metropolis had not yet been 
diſturbed by any riots; and the ſpirit of faction ſeemec te a” 


| | he defendants; wete 8 e 
of a detachment of light horſe at length put an end 8 


urbulent and diſaffected, 'that this would prove 5 5 
only a prelude to other diſorders. But the affair was 
"8 een; ; and ſufficient employment for the-ſeamen' way Ef 


* 


'ritime adventure, the profits of which made ampleametids  _. 
to the people of "Liverpool! for Fang e of N75 = 


XXIII. Notwithſtanding the a ee rag bo ains which 5 | 


to the throne. An event, which happened juſt before tus 
meeting of parliament, excited for a tew days ſe ſome ſerious 


„ under all thoſe external appearances of fübmii- = 
. fon to che laws. An information had been laid before 


. . 


Pg 


1 3 5 cone. „ 
ning of 3 third of Ober, by twotof the king 's 
meſſengers and conſtable, Who 8 = Sayre 
from his own houſe in Oxford Street to the ſecretary s 
Bu office, vrhere ſir John Rae was alſo Waiting to be 
The BEE at the examination. The only papert of any po- 
tical conſequence found at Mr. Sayre s were 3 ter 1 
from the famous Mrs, Macauly, and another addreſſed 
to the livery of London, under the ſignature of 4e Bar- 
nard's Ghoſt,” with a few more written in the like bold 
bs train, but affording no proof of any plot, or treaſonable 
„ ge After the information was Kar te Mr. 
„ he. replied. to the whole with great firmneſs r he 
„ be was but ſlightly acquainted. with the adjutant; 
i _ and. then mentioned the only private converſation which 
| had ever paſſed between them, in which: he acknowledged | 
ll he had expelled himlelf very freely. concerning the un- » 
RR. | bapp y. and deſtructive conteſt now de ending 1 in Ames 
5 Sith, and that he had concluded this converſation: by. ſay- . 
ig, * he feared there was not ſpirit enough in el 


F __ country. to bring about a total change of m 
fares:” but that as te any plan or intention of eng 
8 8 the king, or any expreſſion which, could be 
=> ved, into ſuch intention, he totally and utterly de- 5 ; 
Lo DO He was proceeding to expoſe the futility of the 
__ charges, and to make comments on what be called the . 
dangerous diſpoſition of perſons high in office to encou- | 
rage .informerg, when Mr. Reynolds, his attorney, for 
Phom he had diſpatched a ſervant the moment he was 
taken up, came te the office, and being permitted to at- 
1 tend the examination, adviſes his client not to anſwer Wy. 

|  anterrogatorjes, which lord Rochford or ſir John Field! 
night propound, nor to 177 any paper. The jniorma» 


4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
tion not amounting to a direct charge a againſt Mr. Sayfe, | 
Aud net being corroborated by any farther evidence, at 


leaſt of treaſon, lord Rochtord ought gertainly te have . 
1 accepted fufficient bail for his future appearance, or to 
T _ _Jivecon bg the great law officers of ſtate upon the -. 
4 _. ſubject, inftead of 8 hurried by his zeal to commit 
5 Mr. * 5 to aa where. no _ i 


yp ho 9 ? \ 
; 
Bs 


I Ain 8 per e 
ment, however, laſted only ſive days, at the end of whictt 8 
an babegs' corpus being granted for bringing him before 
lord Mansfield, his lordfhip,- upon reading the warrant 
of commitment; in which Mr. Sayre was only charged 
with $6 


bails : No proſecution onthe part of the crown was 9 + 


_ damag ee VO es anon rater HY 
the twenty nah of May, met again on the twenty A 


bel repo to the aſtoniſhing maliguit 
f er 3 the ! in n houſes * 
5 inflime my people in America” ls miſreptelenta- : 


1 tions, and to infuſe i into their winde ſyſtem of opinions re- 


railed troops, and are collecting a Naval force : they have 
; 1 the” e revenue ain 5 to pm wg le. | 


Sos %%% bY at Dr 
- s * \ 9 


. 2 Song n. 1 
m ich ie 1 His. confines 


eaſonable praRtiſes,” readily admitted him to 


terwards attempted; and the fecogniſunce entered mts 
before the lord chief juſtice being conſequently diſcharged, 


Mr. Sayre ſued the earl of Rochford for illegal 3 8 0 5 7 


ſonment, for which a Tarys gave him one tho 


XXIV. The perlismant⸗ which had PANS: W 00 ee FOG 


of 'Otober, after a ſhorter receſs-and at a; much earlier 
than uſual, for the reaſons ſtated in his majeſtys 
„the inſertion of Which at full . the ane the 


Adele to ive” . 5 1 — e 


every important oceal 
thus early together. 


% Thoſe ho dave 1 8 ſuccesfully I; 


ignant to the true conititution of the'eslorhes, and to 
heir ſubordinate relation to We Britain, now way 
vow their revolt, hoſtility, and rebellion. T have 


gt. or a& in 155 like Ae ene * = 
the conſtitution- I hope ſo too, replied his lord- 
5 6. Let us both: 145 Aten an to the eee e 


2 . „ Eileen. : 85 5 


©: 
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1 5 4 
} p} : 


n ve, , extcutive, rr Sic, power cn hin als | 
wach hots cile, in the moſt arbitrary manner, over the 
> 5 8. and properties af their fellow ſubjects, and al- 
1 * many of theſe unhappy people may ſtill; cetain 
i their loyalty, and may be too wiſe not to ſee the fatal 
it” + -conſequenee*of this uſurpation, and with. to reſiſt it vet | 
tte torrent of violence has been ſtrong e to corapel +/ 
Wn oo. ing till a ſufficient force thould appear o 
1 lo 5 e 
The authors and promoters'of this 450 080 conſpi-⸗ : 
WW racy have, in the a it, derived. great advantage. 
=. _ from the differente of our intentions and theirs. They 
\® gente, by vague expreſſion of attachment to 
the parent ſtate, an che ſtrongeſt -proteſtations-0 loyalty 
to me, 3 ere preparing for a general revolt? on 
art, though. bead ere in your laſt ſeſſion, that a 
on exiſted within the province of the Maſſaehuſetts 
e yet even that province we wiſlied rather to reclaim 
than to ſubdue. Ihe reſolutions of parliament breathed 
a ſpirit of moderation and-forbearance : contikiatory pro- 
1 accompanied the meaſures taken to nforce au- 
Wit 3 and the coercive acts were adapted to caſes! of 
criminal combinatic ns amongſt ſubjects not then in arms. [ b 
N have acted with the ſame temper; anxious to prevent 
it it had heen poſſible, the effuſionot the blood of — 
jette and the calamities which are inſeparable from a ſtate 
'of be ae fill hoping: that my people in Hr re would have 


75 


3 «a ſcerned the traitorovs;yiews: of their leaders, Ro. 

bpeen convinced, chat to be a ſybjectof Great Britain, with +, 15 
1 1 eee ee eee er hex ef: _ 
eee eee W 8 
„ 255 The rebellious Ware! now. levied. is. become more ll | 
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= and defended at much 55d 0 
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ct Tt is now become tlie part of wiſdom). and (in its 
effefts) of clemency, to put à ſpeedy end to theſe diſor- 
ders by the moſt deciſwe exertions. Por this purpoſe, I 


have increaſed my naval eſtabliſhment, and greatiy Ts. 85 


mented my land forces, but in ſuch a nay" his bn? be 
the leaſt burthenſome to my kingdoms. e 

„ have alſo the ſatisfac n to infor you, that 1. 
| have received the moſt friendly offers of foreign afſiſtance z 
and if I ſhall make any treaties in conſeque de 1 
they ſhall be laid before you. And I have, i teſtimony 
of my affection for my: eo] ple, who can have no cauſe in 
which I am not PA intereſted, ſent to the garriſons _ 


- Of Gibraltar and t N of my Electoral 
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EN * 
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troops, in order that a larger number of the eſtabliſned 


forces of this Kingdom may be p to the maintenance 
of its authority; and the national militia, planned and 


es; and p doc 
blood and treaſure. 


regulated, With equal regard to the rights, ſafety, and 


protection of my crown and people, may give a farther” 
extent and activity to our military ee, , 
„ When the unhappy and deluded multitude, a againſt OS; 
| 5 wks this force will be directed, ſhall become ſenſible Wy 
their error; I ſhall be ready to receive the miſled with ten. 


derneſs and mercy ; and in order to prevent the inconve. 
niencies which may ariſe from the great diſtance of their 
ſituation, and to remove, as ſoon a ' poſſible, the calami- 


rſons upon the {pot to grant general or particular par- 
- Join and indemnities, in ſuch manner, and to fach per- 


ſons, as they ſhall think fit, and to receive the ſabmilſion © | 
of any province or colony which ſhall be diſpoſed to re- 
turn to its allegiance. It may be 5 proper to authoriſe + 
the perſons fo commiſſioned” to rettore ſuch proyinee or 


colony, fo returning to its allegiance, to the tree exer eie 


rerolted. e 5 7 „ « Fentlemen | 


1 by Ih Be FV pv! 2 FE 8 . 
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ties which they ſuffer, T ſhall give authority to certain . | 


1 


* 8 


of its trade and commerce, and to the. fame” . Ny 
and ſecurity” as” if 2 5 8 or colony trad never | 


cee ah my faithful rr gh e 3 f 
1 My Lords and 1 e = . 
41 NS fully opened to you my era intentions... 1 5 
: Ba conſtant employm nt of my thoughts, and the moſt | 
2 © earneſt wiſhes of my heres te ne wholly to the. ſatety and 
— ON pineſs of all. my pes 5. le, and to the re eſtabliſument of 
|  orderand tranquillity rough the ſeveral partsof my. 
minions, in a cloſe connection and conſtitutional depen- 
2” 10 8 You ſee the (tendency. of the. preſent diſorders, 
and 1 have ſtated to you the meaſures which I mean . | 
; purſue: for ſuppreſſing them. Whatever remains to be 
ne that may 4 75 mribute to this end I commit 


1 ah your wiſdom. And 1 am happ e to add, that, as well 7 


 , | fromthe r I have received, as from the genera! 
17 = nce of affairs in 59 I ſee no probability that | | 
„„ 5 e en Which 5 | adopt will be int rr pied 5 
by diſputes. with any f ig Th 
XXV. Every reader will judge for himſelf of he truth, 
| \Candour, * and patriotiſm, that ſhine through 3 
this ſpeech, and give it the utmoſt grace as welſ as ener- 
gv. It breathes the genuine ſpirit of an affectionate 
father compelled to puniſh a froward child, but at the 
Aame time oothing the anguiſh: of his own heart with the 
fond hope that 7 — rod, which he reluctantly employs, a 
ally rh the happy inſtrument of effectual correction and 
reform. The principles on which the whole was founded, 
1 were ſo juſt, chat it might 1 appeared Previouſly, diffi- 
Ih 1 _ cult; to conjecture by Wo, ſort, of arguments it could 
[ a . poſſibly be oppoſed. But experience has thewn how who _ 
5 In ee ee to the moſt ſtriking evidence of reaſon the 
wit 0 man is, 1 dane EF , e 
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e debates, to 1 e in 


5 | VN wit the 1 h gave iſe, afford ſtrong 
| 2k ee an : 4 


proofs at leaſt of the inventive of the minority. 
his party in the houſe of commons had now ſome of 


the firſt orators in the kingdom at their head, Mr. 


Burke and his friends having been lately joined by Mr. 5 


; * | Fox, who, te uſe a v common, but, in its 8 qo 


to him, a peculiarly juſt and ificant- * was 
£ himſelf a hoſt- The little-blemiſhes of his private 


Character were loſt in the effulgence of his genius 3 and 
the matchleſs powers of eloquence, which he ſoun dif- 
| e the fide of oppoſition, ſhewed the very bad po- 


cy, not to call it the inconſiderate folly of the miniſter, 


in having diſmifled him the preceding year from his ſeat | 
on the treaſury bench, with circumſtances, it was "ſaid, 
” uh rudeneſs and indignity. It muſt, however, beacknaws - 


ledged that Mr. Fox often appeared more actuated by: 


hai ſenſe of that affront, than by the nobler motiyes of 
conviction or principle; and that the general impi eon, 


which many of his ſpeeches would otherwiſe have made, 
was prevented by the acrimony of his perſonal attacks 


on lord North. Upo on no occaſion was this more evi- 
dent than when he oppoſed the addreſs, and ſu pported an 1 
amendment moved _ ord John Cavendiſh, cenluring the 
.  raſhneſs and inefficacy of the late meaſures, and yecom- 

TH 8 the conſideration of other means of reſtoring 


order to the diſtracted affairs of the empire, without the 
dangerous expedient. of calling in foreign forces, or the 
more dreadful calamity of ſhedding Britiſh blood by Bri- 
tiſh arr Such means were, indeed, moſt devoutly to 


be wiſhed, but the demonſtration of them did not con- 
= in deſcribing lord North (“as the blundering pilot, DE 


who had: brought the nation into its preſent difficulties;z?? - . 
nor were they to be found out in the ſimile of Mr. Burke, 
who adviſed England no longer to appear like a por- 


cupine, armed a -pver with acts of parhament.'*—Hap- FED 


py would this country be, if ſhe was neyer obliged t 


put on any other armour than the acts of her legiſlature; 


. Lo COP Ron: mic 1 her "es ts been . 
e 1 8 FE TOON 7 
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aaͤſlerted, that the mother country, notwi hſtanding the 
falſe parade of her ſtrength and reſources, neee ; 
© © theo conteſt; and borrowing: the words of ſir Charles 
. |  Sedley, to expreſs his afoniſhment, thut a nation fick ar 
| heart ee Jo florid a countenance, he aſked whether 
it was not a heftic bloom, which is frequently found 
5 _ toaccompan a radical deca e conſtitution, or rather 
ſiome artificial beautifier ſpread over the ſurface of 4 
| _ cadaverous ſubſtance; for ei ſhew and dehiſion. 
Taue doubt of its being the infallible ſymptom of beam 
and vigour could exiſt only in a jaundiced faney, and Was 
tully refuted by the exertions which-Great Britain called 
forth againſt an unnatural combination of her traitorous 
- ſubjects with all her molt inveterate enemies. Colonel 
Barre was very ſevere in his remarks on the events of 
tte ſummer campaign; and ſaid, 5 ee ee loſt 
ode eye in America, he had ſtill tary eye left, 
which did not deceive” him.” Hut fry all its optic 
ti | penetration, the only thing it could diſcover was, that a 
| _ tuflicient force had not been employ wed,” General: Cons. 
 - way made ana 7 Gr 2 gainſt the addreſs, and 
for differing from 'king's' ſervants with 
hom he was ſe" He reprobated the coereive ſyſtem 
with regard to America, and wiſhed to ſee the declara- 
3 or bill, a bill firenuouſly defended by him when ſecre. 
if . = ry | of ſtate, "NOW | repealed, 9 ſince, he added, 6 ſo 3 
= bad an uſe had been made of it. The independency _ 
ol his ſpirit in refuſing implicitly to ſupport every mea. 
iure of government, might have done him honour ; but 
it was impoſſible to view his frequent and rapid changes 5 
from one ſide or party to another during the whole of His 
public career, without feeling ſome aftoniſhment-at the. | 
= contraſt between his military and his political character, FO, 
l between his firmneſs in the field, and his capricious ver. 
Utility in the ſenate; The ſpeeches of the fubalterns of 
SP, en Porn ſuch as Mr. Wilkes and governor Johnſtone, 
nf 2 long and violent, are ſcargely deſerving of notice, 
1 187 * 258 ee N remarkable only for 
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Mr. Wilkes, the taxing of the coloniſts was felony, nd 
the attempt toi make them acquieſte | as murder. Lge 
vernor. Johnſtor pointed his principal batteries at the _ 
facts, which, he laid, were aſſumed in the ſpeech from 
the throne. He denied that parliament had ND called 
W early; together, though very few! inſtances could be given 
of theirs meeting ſo ſoon after the ſummer receſs. But „ 
the news; of the battle of Bunker's Hill haying reached = 
England in Auguſt, and the petition from eongreſ hays VV 
ing been preſented on the firſt of Septeinber, e main. 
_ tain,” id the governors F< as a member of parliament, 1 
intruſted wikhia voice in the ſupreme authority of thlle 
empire, that I am called late todgliberate in the national 
council en ſuch gat events. The diſlodging of part ? 
* of a beſieging army from ia poſt whence they: Ep = 8 
very much annoyed-the beſieged, and-the.'preſenting oy 
deluſive petition from an Ho ſſembly, A only of 
gaining time to give ſtability to their own. uſurped = 4 
| Power, ere events of ſuch critical importance, that a 1 
moment's delay to conſult this enlightened ſtateſman 4 
on the ſubject was, no doubt, a Proof of the maſk 
= criminal temiſſneſs in adminiſtration. - le affirmed, 
With the like modeſty, that another. fact ſtated in the 
ſpeech from the throne, with regard to the leaders of the 
rebellion in America, who were aid to be * collecting 
a naval force, ' was:a 8 notorious untruth. The de- 
licacy of this contradiction could only be equalled by 
the evidence with which. it was ſupported: it reſted up- 
on the old prop of all the governor's aſſertions, his in- | 
diſputable « 1 maintain. But he touched upon a 
würd point, which, admitting of ſome colour of eee 
ſibility, was enforced with much greater ingenuit) b ß 
ſeveral 7 on the ſame. fide: of the queſtion. 1 
They ſaid, that the charge brought againſt the Aer: 
cans of endeavouring “to amuſe by, vague expreſſions 
of attachment to the parent ſtate, and the ſtrongeſt „„ 
W e the rs own they were pre. 
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AM . >| 
poi; 3 ene a Wen was unfour TR i 
= e pg we a ras declarations both by ß 
. rl — . en. e . pare ng » 
| their genes I The o it WM 
was confidently _—— never meant to break off their TE 
_ . conneftion wes & the mother country, though they might 
be driyen to it, and would undoubtedly prefer indepen- 
ee to ſlavery. But theſe ſpecious references to the 
declarations of the congreſo, and the arguments drawn 
from the ſuppoſed coincidence of their ſentiments with 
_ their language, were T 6 ably refuted hy the advocates 
for the addreſs. ewed how eee 7 
3 from the a bene of the Americans, that they ained 
at leſs than unconditional, un ualified, and total inde- | 
5 e. The provincial and the general 
= dal aſſerted in the moſt: poſitive terms, an ex-. 
aer of legiſlation in all. matters of internal __ [= 
y: they had denied the authority of Great Britain 
'D le tent ne 
eon the elzed the rs of government, 
1 armies, iſſuing bills for e ſupport, and en- 
gaging in every plan not merely of reſiſtance or defence, , . 
Wee an ae, and — took _— 85 the 
Tien inſtant that they hypocrit e-of conſtitu- 
tional obedience, and that their petitions breathed mo- 
deration and peace. Was it more conſiſtent with wiſ- 
dom to infer their intentions from their words than from 
their deeds ? very attempt that could bemade to ſoft- . 
en the coloniſts had been put in practice without effect? 
their obſtinacy was inflexible; and in proportion as the 
ee ſtate acceded to their wiſhes, their pretenſions be- 
came more inſolent and overbearing ; nor would they, 
eben when allowed to tax themſelves, gratify the mother 
country ſo far as to contribute a e ee ling towards 
+thi common: exigencies of the empire Dal can Pp 
8 See page 17. Fo TR us i — 0; . S and. 
1 The only one of the colonies that tens lord 
N conciliatory propoſition was Nova Scotia, the 
| repeeſeneatives "OP! f which in e as," ba 
5 ee 7s e 1. 


| Fe ove OW hens it ond impoſſible 

eede without the loſs of —— and honour: e 
native, in fact, was left for the Britin nation but to 
maintain its juſt ſovereignty, or ta give u} America for 
ever. Upon the moſt eandid review of all the ſpeeches. 
| of both partics, it does not appear that the miniſtry were 
| ſtaggered in their defence of any one clauſe" in the ad. 
# dre $,: Except that which thanked his majeſty. for his gra- 
cious co fideration | in ſending à part of bis electoral 
troops to the g dee of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, in 
order that a larger number of the eſtabliſſied forces a 
this kingdom might be applied to the mainte! ance of its 
authority. The een een. of foreigners into any part 
ot the Britin dominions, without the previous conſent 
of parliament, was ſo alarming to the prejudices of the 

old Whigs and independent members, and was by. them 
| deemed. fo fepugnant to the principles of the Bill of 
| Rights, that no endeavours to prove the expediency or 
1 5 of the meaſure could give them ſatisſaction; 3. and 
lord „Ae in order to 3 their concurrence in the 
| addreſs, was obliged to ſay, that, though be had ad. 
viſed the meaſure as believing it right, and though he 
ſtill continued to think ſo, yet as other gentlemen, fer 
whom he had ever held the higheſt deference, ſeemed to 


moufly voted," on the twenty fourth” of June, an ad- 

_ greſs to the king and both houſes of parliament, con- 

taining the ſtrongeſt affurances of duty and affection _ 

to his majeſty?s: perſon and family; as well as of at- 

tachment and perfect ſubmiſſion to the mother coun- 

try; and humbly. requeſting the ſupreme legiſlature to 2 
accept of the payment of ſome ſpecific duty per cent. 

on the importation of all foreign commodities, by : 8 

which means the amount of the revenue would at al: 
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* times bear a due proportion to the opulence and co 1 = 
18 ſumption of the province. In conformity to this ef- 
e, fer, which was laid be fore parliament the firſt 1 8 ow 
* the ſeſſion, ſome reſolutions were afterwards propoſed _ 1 
rd by lord North, and paſſed in à committee of the 
wo houſe; but no bill was brought in, nor any Farther | I 
3 ane uſps to e TRE ö into 12 218 85 9 | 55 79 9 


15 . == had but a few Hours for relaxation — 
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ee — in oy lianientar 
manner before ER when he 2 hee! 5 
de their determination; anck if it was their gene- 
ral ſenſe that the meaſure was illegal, or unconſtitutional, 
he should reſt the defence on the ground vf neceſſity 
_ dane and then its adviſers might b . 
as was always practiſed in ſuch caſes; of an act of i = 
 demnity he good effect of this declaration, t 
not ny till the next evening, ap in 1 — 
| 5 back to their uſual ſupport of adminiſtratibn man many who . 
had gone away without voting the night before. The 
" "aſhes of the firſt-day's debate, as it was called, deen 
Lontinueck till half paſt four o' clock the enfuing morning, 
was the rejection of lord John Cavendiſn's eh the? ment * 
45 a majority of 278 againſt 1083 after which t mo- : 
= for Ns deny was carried without wh ny: 
the forms of the houſe rendered it neceſſary to receive j 
© the report upon the addreſs: from the committee, the af. 
ternoon of the ſecond day, the abilities of the principal 


re they were again exerted in the diſcuſſion of the bs 0 
topics. It was now that lord North's well timed con- 
ceſnon on the above point ſatisfied moſt of the Ry 

| gentlemen, who oui otherwiſe haye voted either for 
= dhe recommitment of the addreſs, or for expunging the. 

- -obnoxious' paſla age and inſerting in its place an amend- 
en declaring t that the houſe would immediately take 
that meaſure inte conſideration. . When the 'queſtion; . 
n way but, the amendment Was rejected, and 


„A bill Was ag ardiogly brought i in by the miniſter, 
ee on 60 ae e which had been r 
"We ality of the meaſure ;** but though it paſſed . 

e houſe-of; commons, it was rejected by the lords. 
Without defence. or diviſion, thoſe in adminiſtration 
not thinking an indemnity neceflary and the others 
objecting to the ſtructure of the pill, the coating 
0 | qclables: of which contained an indemnity, for an offence, 
while the preamble. di iti wy. a . W 


. - "—_— _ TER OORNIR 
n e k „ 8 n 
/ PESO na noe Dl COT OO 8 — oY 
2 2 _ v 


bd been commiti ed. + . 
ge 
5 : > I - ; % x oY 
; #h 8 8 2 — f 
A 1 : 8 
7 : 25 # PE 
8 7 — > 


we 


Ws addreſs in angina form agreed to, bs major 

76 to . To this account of the proceedings of 
| the commons at the opening of the ſeſſion; it'is unnecet: 
1 7 lang to add any detail of the debate to Which a" 
| __  fimilay addreſs: and the propoſal of Aa ſimilar amend- 
ment gave riſe in the houſe of peers, as the argu. 
ments for or agaĩnſt the one and the other were A 
tially the ſame as in the lower houſe, however diverſi- 
ned oa the ſtile and manner of the different ſpeakers: 
Some remarks have been already made on the duke f 
Grafton's defect ion from his co leagues*, be pen he now © 
, publicly avowed ;- but in. ſtating his 8 for deſert- 
ing l them, he expreſſed himſelf: Neth, ſo much acrimony 
and violence as only betrayed: his own weakneſs, inſtead 
of doing any material injury to the cauſe which he at- 
| tacked, or rendering any eſſential ſervice to that which ' 
be eſpouſed. In a diviſion on the marquis of Rocking- 
. ham's amendment, which was ſeconded by his grace, 
they were left in a minority of 29 againſt 69; and the 
original motion for the addreſs was carried by a majority 
of 76 to 33. The duke then joined eighteen-of his new 
- aſſociates in a proteſt that might very properly be call. 
cd a ſummary of their invectives againſt the miniſtry, as 
well as of their objections to the addreſs. A few days 
55 after, the privy ſeal, which had been held by his g 
. 2 n the earl of Darts uth-z, and ben | 
_ _ Germain-was appointed to the vacant poſt: of 
of ſtate: for the colonies... Lord Rochford: having, at the 
ſiame time, retired from public buſmeſs, the earl of 
Weymouth was re- inſtated in the office of ſecretary lor 
the ſouthern department, which he had refigned in the 
year 1771. Theſe were followed by ſome bee 


that of lord Lyttleton to the chief juſticeſhip in Byre 
may be thought to deſerve; particular mention. This 
- young noblemen, who had ſucceeded to the title in the 
_ the year 17737 diſtinguiſned himſelf ſo eminently; 1 in the 
beginning of the very next ſeſſion, as to impreſs not on- 
OE: the houſe of peers, but the public a at e with a 


3 5 Vor. k. 2 ses page za. . 


. 775. VP Enden == 
: it 


_ motions of leſs conſequence, among which, however, 


ine, - 


3 


80 7 cone m. . . — i 1 
6 . that: the brilliancy of Os own Mt wo would: 3M 
oon outſhine the alen of his father's repu- 
dee His os: ſpeech on the great queſtion. of lite 

ly 5 lord Camden, was univer=.. - |} 

" ip: ed, deny” os farther unp rovement of. his 0 -- 
lents in debate ſeemed now to 3 him a deſirable ace 
5 i uiſition to the miniſtry. + But though well qualified to y Wi 
ſluſtain and even to increaſe the parliamentary honours 
pot the father, he inherited but a very imall portion of 
 _ - that amiable parent's: moral excellencies. Allured ww: 
the falſe charms of vicious pleaſure, he indulged with 
_ out reſtraint in all thoſe fatal exceſſes which ener vate the 15 
BY mind, debaſe the character, and are almoſt equally in- 
compatible 1 with preſent eſteem and future hope. Aﬀted - | 
| 3 55 a few years” diſſipation, he ſank into the grave, theearly —_ 

e me of intemperance and debauchery.” . | . 

XVI. The great majorities, with e e * 
dreſſes had been carried in both houſes, did not diſcou- 
rage a variety of attempts to impede, or to render odious, 
ſeveral of the meaſures ſo formally a Stern Reſalu- 
tions of cenſure were brought forward on the ill egality 5 
of ſending the Hanoverian troops to Gibraltar and LPR . 
Mahon, ple above the previous conſent of parliament: a 
bill for enabling his majeſty to call out and aſſemble the 
militia, in caſes of rebellion in any part of the Britin 
= was Pe ORD in every e, * 

rogreſs, thou e militia” een properly charac  } 
* in . as a4 conſtitutional e . 
which, upon ev reat emergency, could not fail of 
E a his majeſt e and of giving, 
at the ſame time, extent and activity to his military — 5 
rations: the increaſe of the naval eſtablifhment, and the 
_ augmentation of the land forces, notwithſtanding the a. 
ſurances already given of cheerfully and effectually = Col 
porting the crown in ſuch neceſſary meaſures, were ee „ 
1 oſed with equal obſtinacy, but with as little effect as 
EE * of the former: in ſhort, the minority let Wip no 


1 15 a 1 * Twenty-eight thouſand ſeamen. were voted, 7 
oss men Won: the I Le 1 . 


— 


ſeemingly occaſioned 


5 hid Ine the Gaines . f N c 


AW 1778. Ceronct 11. 


5 8 of heading adminiſtration, .by 3 . . 
turns to the charge, if not with an increaſe of numbers, ö 
At leaſt with inexheaſtible ſupplies of aſperity and »yio- .- 
lence. Foiled in all their other ſchemes, the members = 
af the oppoſition directed their thoughts to that conci- 


liatory paragraph in the ſpeech from the throne, in which 


C his majeſty, declared his readineſs to receive the milled _ 
with tenderneſs and mercy, and his intention to give 


proper powers to perſons on the ſpot, in order to h 5 


the deſirable interchanges of ſubmiſſion and pardon, of 
allegiance and ſecurity. On this ground a 
made by Mr. Temple Luttrell for an ad 


| "payroll | 
jeſty, that the commiſſioners appointed to act in, Ame» 


rica, forthe! purpoles held out in the ſpeech, ſnhould be 
authorized © to receive propoſals for conciliation, from 
any general convention, congreſs, or other collective 
body, that ſhould be found to convey: the ſentiments: of 
one or more of the continental colonies, ſuſpending all 
3 into the legal or illegal forms under which ſuen 
fe al or colonies may be diſpoſed to treat; as the moſt 


ual means to prevent the effuſion of blood, and to 


: XR the honour and permanent intereſt of Great 
Britain with the requiſitions. of his majeſty s American 
_ © tubjects.” — The, motion was negatived after a ver; 
.  thort debate, and e ge a it being thouggt 
more becoming the dignity of 8 as 5 as. 


more conſiſtent with policy, to ſome other method, 


rather than acknowledge the congreſs, by entering into 
à treaty with them, to be a legal aſſembly; which, it wass 

: imagined, would determine the whole queſtion of W 

pute in favour of America. But far more ſtrenuous 

exertions were uſed on the ſame-day (Nov. 2.) in the 


houſe of peers, in ſupport of a motion, which, though 


ongreſs, among other papers, having been on that day 
; W 
that 


3 
* 
"NY, 
* 


fo y an accidental circumſtance, was 
___ viſcovered,. from its ultimate tendency, to have been 15 
made in perfect concert with the ſtep taken by Mr. 
| Pe in the lower houſe. The petition from the 


„ | GEORGE: OR ab a; 1 50 5 8. 
1 he lie Mr. Penn below the bar 1 thak 
he might be examined, in order to eſtabliſh the authen- 5 
ticity ot the petition, before they entered into any de- : 1 | 
i» 1 bates upon its contents, thereby to obviate the doubts 1 
_ © "which might otherwiſe: probably ariſe upon that head, 
1 and be the means of interrupting their procsedings. — 
Beides the informality of the propoſed ſtep; the imme- 
e e inconvenience ot bringing 4 in extraneous matter b7 
ſurpriſe, the conſequences ot eſtabliſhing ſuch a 5 
8 eee various other objections, the fallacy of the 
Pretence was clearly ſhewn by an offer to admit the au- 
© |thenticity'of the paper in queſtion without any proof. 5 0 
A long debate fe 008 aroſe, which. ended in rejecting 
the motion by à majority of 56 to 22. The Duke then 
moved, that Mr. Penn ſhould be examined on à future | 
je” Wo 3 which, after ſome remarks on the little regard ww oy 17 
d 20 ex parte evidence, was agreed to, and the followin | 
Friday (Nov. 10.) was appointed for that purpoſe. It 
lequired no great ee to foreſre that Mr. Fenms an- 5 
fſwers to any queſtions, which might be aſked: _ 
would coineide with the ſentiments expreſſed in the pes. 
tition. He belieyed them to be ſincere, and that ne 
. Congreſs- had hitherto entertained-no deſigns of indepen- 4 
deney, but were inclined to acknowledge 'the im Mal 
Tuer of the mother country, though I 
tion He ſaid; that the war was levied and errried ud 
by; the coloniſts in defence of what they conceived to be 
_ ._ their rights and liberties, which they thought — 5 
Able to maintain againſt the arms of Great Britain: 
| _ that it was greatly to be | feared, if conciliatory mea- 
| ' lures: were not ſpeedily purſued, they would form cbn- 
nmections with foreign powers: that if ſuch connections 
weere once formed, it would be found a matter of great 
Aaifficulty to diſſolve them ; and he added, tliat the moſt 
5 3 men in Philadelphia were of opinion, that the 
krefuſal of the preſent petition would be a bar to all re- 
concilement. The examination being finiſhed, the e 
ll . nobleman, who had propoſed it, moved, 4 that the pe- 5 
Will {ition- from 1 8 e e to FR Sg was 
8 = e „ e | 55 1 


75 
4 


8 3 
1 7 
- 


{ * 
\ 


41 1906 | cee fr. 


and admitting them to be the conſtitutional” 


7 \ 
+ 


the heart of nee ee continent to which they 
the ſhadow of à claim, and, in their ap- 
peals to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, were 
a abuſing the parliament, denying its authority, and en- 
_ Þdeavouring to involve the whole empire in rebellion and 
_ bloodſhed,” —At the coneluſion of the debate, the mo- 
tion vas rejected b „ 
XXVII. In a few days after, (Nov. 20.) lord Not-? 


. bj 


7171... 8 a S br Py 1 oe, ; „ „ 
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e for a coneiliation of the unhappy diff 


, fiſting between Great Britain and America. The 
ſame reaſons, which had determined government not to 
give any anſwer to the petition, were now urged by the 
miniſtry againſt the Duke's motion. They maintained, 
| | zoffible to recogniſe the petition, with-. 
_ out relinquiſhing in that act the ſovereignty of the Bri- 
tiſn parliament :—that treating with an unlawful affem- _ 

Apes themſclves to be 
in a ſtate of open reſiſtance and hoſtility, would be, to 


bly, who at the very inſtant 


all intents and purpoſes, legalizing Kea ſy | oceedings, = 
repreſenta- . 


tives of an independent ſovereign ſtate:— that, if they 


were ſubjects, they could not aſſemble or deliberate, Burt ; 
'  titution; and if they were hot, it would be in the higheſt. 


degree ridiculous to treat with them in a capacity Which 


they diſclaimed : that their vague and equivocal ac. E 
_ knowledgment of the legiſlatiye control of the mother 
country had been flatly contradifed by their op mg DA 


the exerciſe of it in every inſtance that militated wi 


their intereſts or with their rebellious deſigns: that, in 8 


2 word, the whole of the petition was an inſidious at- 


tempt to gain time to impoſe upon the 8 parka- _ 
Es OW @ T r or. je notoriety, - 

that while the authors held out ſmooth language ank 

falſe profeſſions,” they were actually carrying war into 


ment; it being now a matter of indiſputab 


had not even t 


7 a majority of 86 to 33 


4 


: 


» 


vi? 


brought a bill into the houſe of commons, the profeſſed 
verity of penal 


nite; tl t VL 
with offers of lenity: to. increaſe. the ie 
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5 85 adapted to a ſtate of actual hoſtility, grey were 


85 IVE» of the utmoſt importance was inſerted. for ena- 
: bling the crown.to.2 ppoint. commiſſioners, who, beſides 


n 11. . 5. paths 7 
"ih Se revent their operation. 11 e an ab. 
_ ſolute prol iti of all trade; and intercourie with the 
© "colonies, „while they om in rebellion: it on 
their ſhips lawful prizes, and declared their property, 
" whether conſiſting of vellels or merchandiſe, taken on 


reſtraining acts, their proviſions i in ſome inſtances being 
_ deemed inſufficient in the . ſtate oh warfare, and 
their effect in others beg l i at 


of the intended. la 


d under ſuch proviſos as might open the door of | 
> Don its firſt Approach; and with this view, a 


e power of ſimply granting pardons to individuals, © 15 
ſhould; be authorized to inquire into general and par- 


3 ; : * ticular” grievances, and to determine whether any part or 
3 the whole of a colony were returned to that. ſtate of obe- 


dience, which might entitle them to be received _ 


the king's peace and protection, in which, caſe the pe- 


reſtrictions were to ceaſe in their favor. All t 


7 fire of oppoſition was rekindled by this bill; and no 9 5 5 | 


dort of ingenuity or addreſs was 3 unexerted to pre- 
vent the Adoption 0 of what: they called ſo heterogeneous 
a mixture ot e ani a bot in 1 The 
= TE 55 Pig bill 

WY 17 Mansfield's 8 in the Mateo on Hibs third 


reading of the above bill in the houſe of peers having 

been as malignantly decried by one party as it was 
5 hly E by another, a few extracts from it 
| 20 1 enab 


the reader to judge how much ſtreſs ought - 
eneral to be laid on the candour and accuracy of 


8 5 ſuch criticiſms. Having explained ſome clauſes which 
© feemed' to have been miſunderſtood, or miſrepreſented, | 


his lordſhip ſpoke thus to the principle of the bill: 


9 35 «' As to the original matter, he faid, „that gave 
5 riſe: OE: this 2555 1 18 8 was S'of Soo that the peo- 
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AUtack, and gain ſtrength to do it with effeck? We 


"4 ** 


Pho was originally in the wrong. Such inquiries.“ | 
tei he, muſt give way to our actual ſituation, and tige 
in _ conſequences which muſt enſue, ſhould we recede. 
= would, nay muſt, be infinitely worfe than any we have 
0 grxead by purſuing the . plan, or agreeing to 
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motion of this kind was made by the earl of 


Was an addrels to the king for v 
Boſton, 


more averſe to the 


| deed, well calculated to encourage a rebellious congreſs, 
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| ſtep towards a happy ſettlement of the | 
dangerous troubles in America, by beginning to alla 
erinents and ſoften ani moſities there, and for the purpoſe 


8 


of preventing any ſudden and fatal cataſtrophe. But his 
/ lordſhip was unable, with allthe powers of his eloquence, 
to impreſs a conviction of the propriety of ſuch a mealure . 
on the minds of many of his hearers. Some even of thoſe 
Who were the moſt earneſt for an amicable adjuſtment 
of the diſputes, did not think it either genetdus or wiſe 
to leave a great number of perſons, who had riſked- their 
lives in favor of the claims of the mother country, as un- 
protected victims to the rage of an armed and incenſeat 
populace, and that too, before any previous ſtipulations. 


they laid, they Shought any thing better than a perſeyer- . _ 
he friends of government were not 


on the twentieth of January 1775 ; the object of which __ 


 _ copngenial flan | s of every, hig in 
England, to the mount, he. hoped; of double the Ame- 

rican numbers? He allo. afhrmed, that they had. Ireland 
to a man; and that the union of all freemen on both ſides 
of the Atlantic in this great cauſe was **. the alliance ,. 
So and nature —immutable eternal fixed as the fir- 
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motion was rejected by an unuſual majority of | 


four to one. Some of th ee friends, or his own re- 

flection having probably ſuggeſted to him, that the faint 
 fypport he met with on this occaſion, and the mortifying 
minority in which he was left, were owing to his intem- 
 perate fallies, he aſſumed a very e tone, the 1 6 7 


_ of mild and modeſt perfuaſion, in bringing forward, a 


7 


few days after, a bill, to which he de motion Was 


"ay preparatory, An the title 
for ſettling the froubles in Ametica, and for aſſerting 


the ſupremelegiſlative authority and ſuperintending power 


of Great Britain over the colonies. The manner, in 


Which he introduced this bill, agreed well with its avow- | 
_ ed purpoſe: —it was really conciliating. He ſaid he of. 
fered it as a baſis for averting the dangers which threat- 
ened the Britiſh . and he hoped that it would meet 


with the ap every ſide of the houſe: he ſtated 


of © A proviſional at 


IF. 'D; 11 e 


the urgent neceſſit of ſome ſuch plan, as the de ay of a few 


. 


de ſignal to en in a conteſt, in whic 


matter for whom victory declared, as ruin and deſtrug-. 5 


, for ever defeat the p Rbility of 

any friendly ee Fogg : he repreſented Great 3 ö 

and America as drawn up in martial array, waiting for 
| N it was 55 


God would be the inevitable conſequence to both parties: | 


he wiſhed from 
mediator, Glemnly | roteſting, “ that no regard for p 
e. no no predelie 


ion for his country, not the high 5 


met 


principle and duty; to act the part of 3 Fo 


eſteem he entertained for America on the one hand, nor 
his unalterable ſteady regard for the” dignity of Great | 
Britain on the other, ſhould in the preſent cafe influence 
- his conduct: he therefore intreated the aſſiſtance of the i 


houſe to digeſt the crude materials which he preſumed to J 
5 before it, and to reduce his bill to that form which 


Was ſuited to the dignity and importance of the ſubject, 5 
and to the great ends to oe It. was ultimately... 


directed: he called on their lordfhips: to exerciſe their 8 
candour, and deprecated the effes s off partiality 55 25 
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declared himſelf actuated by no 


4 all the benefits of the act eee full ac 
S 


of in the petition from the continental congreſs. It placed 
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declared bimialf aFhunted by us barten, principle,” o# | | 
_ perſonal conſideration whatever, adding that though the 


propoſed bill might be looked upon as a bill of conceſſions,  - 
it was impoſſible not to confels, at the ſame time, that 

it was a bill of aſſertion. After this preface, the earl _ 
explained the various objects of his bifl. It laid den 
as à condition not to be controverted, and ap Wien 
ment of the ſupremacy of the legiſlature, and the tuper= _ 
intending power of the Britiſh parliament. It did not 
abſolutely decide in words upon the right of taxation, 
but partly as a matter of grace, and partly, to appears 
ance, as à compromiſe, declared and enacted, that ns 


tallage, tax, or other charge ſhall be levied in America, 


except hy common conſent in their provincial aflembliess = 
It aflerted, as an undoubted prerogative, the royal right Þ 
to ſend any part of a legal army to any part of its do 


minions, at all times, and in all ſeaſons, ànd condemned 


a paſſage in the firſt petition. from the continental con- 
greſs, which militated with that right; but, as a falvbo, NN 
declared, that no military force, however legally raiſed 


and kept,. could ever be lawfully employed to violate t. 


deſtroy the juſt rights of the people. It legalized the 


holding of a congreſs in the enſuing month of May, for 
. the double purpoſe of duly recogniſing the ſupreme le. 
Ziſlative authority andſuperintending power of parliament _ - | 


over the colonies, and for making a free grant to the 


i king, his heirs and fucceffors, of a certain and perpetual | _ 1 
revenue, ſubject to the diſpoſition of parliament, and _ 


applicable to the alleviation of the national debt; tak ing 


it for granted that this free aid would bear an honour abs 
proportion to the great and flouriſhing ſtate of the colo. 


nies, the neceſſities of the mother country and their obliv 


gations to her. On theſe conditions, it reſtrained the 


powers of the admiralty coutts tb their ancient limits; 


And, without repealing, ſuſpended fot a limited time thoſe x : R 


late acts, or parts of acts, which had been complained” | 
1 the fame footing, as to the a” =.» 
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a 6 „ with ras in ) 
eue to the colonies all the privileges, 
immunities, granted by their ſeveral charters and: Tati 


tutions. The majority againſt receiving this bill a 5 


51 to 32 5; but it certainly would have done 


honour to many of the lords in adminiſtration, had in 15 5 
this inſtance, followed the exaniple of liberality and candour 5 


ſet them by tna earl at the head of the American depart- 


ment, who ſaid, « that the bill took in ſuch a abner : 


matter, - that it was impoſſible to pronounce an e ee. 


1 © : ate opinion concerning its eben ee 
noble author did not ſeem to pꝶſs the 3 an — 
duate deciſion, but appeared rathet deſirous that it ſhould 


= matufely; and fully conſidered, he ſuppoſed, it. would 


be agreeable to him, and he would have no objection to = 


receive it upon that condition, that -it ſhould lie upon 
the table, till the American papers were firſt taken into 


_ conſideration.” It is not _ improbable that the reſt of the _ 


Miniſters, particularly lord Gower, lord Sandwich, and 


the duke of Grafton, ſtill felt the ſmart of lord Chatham's ig 


: 1 on _ _britating/ language when he made his former motion; 


and were now willing to retaliate, by treating him and 
. his preſent bill with ſimilar aſperity and contempt. His 
bad ſtate of health rendered him unable to attend to his 
. in parliament from that time till the year 1777. — 
The ſubject of conciliation, however, was not dropt by - 


260 other gentlemen of the minority. Mr, Burke and Mr. 


"RO ſabmitted their reſpectiye plans to the houſe of 5 


commons at a more advanced period of the ſame ſeſſion, 


but with no better ſucceſs than lord Chatham's earlier 


attempts had met with in the houſe of lords. Mr. Bürke 


introduced his famous propoſitions with one of the znoſt 
© diſpaſſionate, argumentative, and eloquent ſpeeches that 
he ever delivered. He faid, that dis plan was founded 
on; the ſure and ſolid: baſis of experience; that neither tie 
of imagination, abſtract ideas of right, or mere 


. In the former diviſion on the earl's motion for whe 
teral of the rs __ "WO: left in „ of 18 
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_,Sener? theories of government ought to be at ended to: 
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Ss. 


tock a view of the origin and progreſs of the colo 


i 


the aſtoniſhing growth of their population, the rapid in- : 


4 creaſe of their commerce, fiſheries, and agrieulture; and 
thence deduced the line of conduct that ſhould be purſued 


| with regard to them, —a line, he aſſerted, which had uni. 
föormly led to ſecurity, advantage, and honour: he went int 


an hiſtorical detail of the manner of admitting Ireland, 


into an intereſt in the conſtiĩtution; and endeavoured to 


woe pou that this admiſſion was not only the cauſe of the 

internal happineſs of thoſe countries, but of their attach- 
ment to the crown and ſupreme legiſlature this, he 
maintained, had always been the grand principle of Bri- 
_ tiſh policy towards all parts of the empire, though the 


mode of applying it was neceſſarily varied according to 
Circunmiſtances to this old principle he therefore wiſhed _ 
to go back, and to record it in the journals, as a ſettled * 
| ground of future proceedings, in order to guard againſt | 
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1 ; the miſchiefs of late inconſtancy: he took the'dodtrine; 
language, and mode of reaſoning, contained in the pre? 
ambles to former acts of parliament, for his models; and 


bn theſe he meant 46 to eitabliſh the equity and juſtice of 


+ taxation of America by grant, and not by Zmpoſition j— 
do mark the legal competency of the colony aſſemblies 
N for the ſupport of their government in peace, and for 


public aids in time of war to acknowledge that this 


1 legal competeney has had a dutiful and beneficial exerciſe; 


Fe and that experience has ſhewn'the benefit of their grants, 
- _ and the futility of parliamentary taxation as a method of 


. me ne 109m nreey vy. . he added ſeven more, reſpect- 
- ._ , Ing ene: ettlement:of an independent judicatuxe, the re- 
 gulationof the courts of admiralty, and the repeal uf the 


| 1 tupply.“ This was the ſubſtance of Mr. Burke's:foax 


late coercive acts. The previous queſtion being moved 


on the firſt propoſition, it was carried in fayor of the 
miniſtry by 270 voices to 78; which decided the fate os _ 
all che reſt. Mr. Hartley's ſcheme was ſeemingly intended _ 
do reconeilè oppoſite opinions, by ſuppreſſing or ſuftening 
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1. 11 8 e contradictory points on both ſid 
* we e that letters of requilit ns. ſhould'be ond.” 
ly to ancient precedent, under authority of the 
8 1 but on a motion from that houſe, with a view to 
= Ye ng a voluntai y and permanent contribution from the. | 
leperal colonies towards the general expences of the em 
pi thus the privilege of judging fur: themſelves oß the 65 
ecxpediency, of fixing the amount, and determining the 5 
application of the grants was to be reſtored to the aſſem- 
blies: the compulſory threat in lord North's, plan was 
llekt out: che ohne to. the railing of a revenue without: 
cConſent of parliament was removed, as the. requiſſtion 
wWocwuld be made at their expreſs deſire: and, in order to 
ſecure the acquieſcence of the coloniſts, Mr. Hartley” 
inſiſted on the neceſſity of at leaſt ſulpending what he called 
4 the three vindictive American acts, as the houſe had 
1 = already declared againſt the repeal pay His motions. {| 
on thoſe different heads were negatived without adivifion. * | 
Both Mr. Burke and Mr. Hartley. renewed their at- 
tempts almoſt. as ſoon. as another ſeſſion affarded them 
the opportunity. The former having, on the ſixteenth | 
5 ebw preſented a petition from ſome clothiers 
in Wiltſhire deprecating the horrors of a civil uar, and 
| _ conjuring the houſe to adopt lenient meaſures, ſaid .* ©he: # 
'_ © wiſhed that the prayer of the petition! ſhould-/be conſſ- 
„ po an exoril ium to the b lineſs which he was going: 
Bn propole,'—a, plan for procuring peace by concelfions. 
. He's conſidered parliament, not as the repreſentative, but 
Wy h ereign 9 America; and, in conformity to that 
propoſed to quiet the preſent troubles in tge 
= ve manner: that the ancient diſputes between the cihwn — | 
aud the people on the ſubjeR gf-raxation-were/terminated — 
in the reign of Edward I. The kings of England, he {| 
i}. . - obſerved, had been, before that time, in the practice ß 
5 leyying Fes upon the people by their on authority: ?: 
„ that practice upon the very ſame principles 
. and ah the ſame arguments as thoſe no uted to ſußj - 
5 1 port the right of parſiafnent in taxing the Americans 
285 * hat s crown 9 18 55 and 8 = | 
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Z. public defence muſt be furniſhed alſo with the means of 
„5 providing for it; and that it would be abſurd to commit 
gatruſt into the hands of one perſon, and to leave the 
power of executing it to depend upon the will of another: 
pet the force of theſe arguments and the allurements f 
the claim did not prevent one of the greateſt and wiſeſt 
of the Engliſh monarchs from mak ing a clear and abſo- _ 
EY: late ſurrender of ie. in the famous ſtatute de tallagio Dee 
non concedendo,”” which laid the foundation of ane $i 
| happinels in his kingdom, and, in all human probabi- 
| lity, was the means of preſerving the other branches 1 
the royal prerogative inviolate: chat ſtatute, which 
wiſely made no mention of any former right, conſiſtdgd 
of three principal parts, a ſimple renunciation of taxing; 
= 2 repeal of all laws which had been made upon a con- 
be principle y ede nere pardon: taking dee 
the Ipirit of an act ſo ſalutary in its operations, for his 
Bauidee, and ſuppoſing Great Britain to ſtand in the plaes 
of the ſovereign, and America in that of the ſubjiect, 
Mx. Burke made a rerunciationef the exerciſe taxation, 
without ft all interfering in the queſtion of fight, the firſt 
great object of his preſent bill: it retained, at the ſame 
time, the power of levying duties for the regulation of com. 
merce; but the money ſo raiſed wasto be at the diſpoſal of 
the general aſſemblies it inveſted theerown with authoritʒ 
to convene, hen neceſſary, meetings of deputies from 
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the ſeveral colonies; and their acts were to be bindng 
cCoereive and penal laws, were to be repealed: à general be 
335 amneſty was to be granted, upon the Americans laying 
dom their arms within a given time; and all future re- 
venues were to be free aids from the ſubjects chere as 
n VWeoell as here. Though the bill was rejected by 210 
voices, againſt 10 in its favor, yet Mr. Burke had 
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ſome caule to exult, that this was the higheſt proportion > 
nin numbers which the oppoſition had hitherto borne tod 
1 de majority,” Nr. Hartley had not any conſolation of 
dtrhꝛat ſort on the failure of his ſecond attempt. The pri- 
ipal heads of the new plan, which he ſubmitted to the - | 
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Bis worn for ſuſpending hoſtilities; 
ite right af electing an aſſembly and Souls eil to t LL: 
nn f Maſſachuſet's Bay; a bull entitling eyery 5 in Tos 
North Ameriea to a trial by jury in criminal caſes, an- 
___- pulling any provincial laws repugnant thereto, and to bs 
„ POETS by the reſpective aſſemblies of all the colonies _ 


: moſt deciſive afl 
Os to preclude an 
cacy ſhould be proved by e experiment. This con- 


7 from bringt 
might be called the ultimatum of the minority on this 
ſubject. He ſeemed to adopt their opinion, that the 


. oreger un 1 e 1 
en the. . of December, 98 an addieſs to 


as à teſt of their ſubmiſſion to the ſupreme legiſlature z : 


this proof of their obedience, without any invidious re- 
Cognition in expreſs words, to be followed by a.repeal 
pf all the obnoxious laws fince the year 156g, anda „ 
neral indemnity. The whole concluded with a repeti- 
tion of his former propoſal to reinſtate the commons of 
America in the privilege of freely granting ſuch ſupplies 
as might be neceſſary for government and defenre, and 
which were to be demanded in the accuſtomed manner 
buy letters of requiſition to the. ſeveral provinces. The 


main ſubject having y been frequently and fully 1 8 


SL eiſcuſſed,. the debate now _ very-ſhort 3 and the queſl= 
1, ;-put en the fiat of Mr. Hartley's reſolutions; 1 


by a majority of 123 to 21; and the reſt 


EE: received a negative without any diviſion. © That — 

wan had little reaſon to flatter himſelf with any hopes of 

better ſueceſs. He did not act in concert with the great 

| | | body of the oppoſition: the ſenſe of a eonſiderable majd- 
i or the Ron had often been declared againſt th pri 

- Ciples en which his whole ſyſtem of - pacification was 


founded: and, but two.days ll they had given the 
t to lord North's plan, which ſeemed 
any arther propoſals, at leaſt till its ineſſi- 


ſideration, however, did not prevent the duke of Grafton 
forward, after the Chriſtmas receſs, what 


eonciliatory elauſe in the miniſter's bill held out a delu- 8 


| 1 ſive ſhew, of peace, without furniſhing any means, or 
— vp = powers, by. which. that: object could be 


e move e an humble ad- 5 5 
dre 


5 e e | nb wer 1 5 

= 45 be 8 0 his majeſty, bebehheg 1 Bey 
5 | in order to prevent the: farther effuſion of blood, and to 
Fi. | manifeſt how deſirous the king of Great Britain and his 


parliament are to reſtore" peace to all parts of the domi--- 
4 mions of his majeſty's cron, and how. earneſtly. ver 1 
Vim to redreſs any real grievances of his majeſtyis fab- 
T4 174 jets, his majeſty” would be graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue a 
RW proclamation, declaring, that if the colonies within a 
reaſonable time before or after the arrival of the troops 
dleſtined for America, ſhall-preſent a petition to the com- 
mander in chief, or to thecommiſſioner or qommiſſioners 
wee de appointed under the aft for preventing all trade anßeg 
MH intercourſe with the ſeveral colonies therein ſpecified, 
WM fetting forth in ſuch petition, which is to be tranſmitted. 
do his ; majeſty, what they conſider to be their juſt rigbts 
aus real grievances; that, in ſuch caſe, his majeſty wil! 
coConſent ea ſalpenſion of arms ; and that his majeſty has 
authority from his parliament to aſſure them, that ſuch _ 
: their petition ſhall be received,:iconfidered, and an{wer- 9 
cl. — Beſides the general arguments in favor of peace, 
EE © which! had'been too often. repeated: to admit ot any no 
een py, che duke fpecified two circumſtances, which he 
9 = thought rendered a compliance. with the motion, or the ' 
4 adoption'of ſome equivalent ſubſtitute, at this time ab- ah 
ſolutely neceſſary. The thy was. * the new dloctrine ß 
3 URCO; itional ſubmifſion, w a b. 9087 broached, IF his TE | 
grace ſaid, © in the other 1 40d ch be Pele 1 
would have the worſt effects on the minds of the Am. 
5 ricans:: the ſecond was a piece © intelligence, Which he 
<8 looked upon as a ſubjec of great and juit alarm that 
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= Ear two French gentlemen, towards the'clole of the laſt ſum- 2D 
mer, went to America, and held a conference with” ge-. | 
. | neral Waſhington at the provincial camp, who referred _ 
them to the continental Cc s, whither they ümmedi- 5 1 


td c.ely repaired.” —Lictle firels was laid by the lords i We 4 
i adminiſtration on either of thoſe circumſtances, | They _ 

1 contended that the yn. granting pardons. was com- 
petent to every jult and requiſite purpoſe ;. and that the 
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8 5 ings then geven to adminiſtration by the minority. Many 
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. 8 "yok > latin ting baſis for the future ſecurity: of the - 
© conſtitutional rights of that country, the ſupreme bn 


latite controuling authority of this, and the general in- 
ard to the infor- = 


© terefts of the whole empire. With res 
mation of two £ lemen having viſt e 


| 0 Y head quarters of the. provincial army, and having alter. 


wards gone to Philadelphia, they might either have been 
_ travellers on à tour of curioſity, or merchants vrho went 
to negotiate. matters in the way of trade on their own. 
Private account. The duke's motion was rejected by a 
engel of 91 to 31. It would be eaſy, at the Pre. 
| ſent period to amuſe ſuperficial minds with conje s 
on the eue eqnſequences of thoſe ſchemes, had they 
been ach Their preſumed ſucceſs might be beighs | 
- tened by the aieiniate's ure of the meaſures-which' go- - 
ron abi hn ory and — — of the warn- . 


2 their pr ies were; indeed; fulfilled: the 3 


ſevered in their reſiſtanee: foreign powers took a pay 
in their favor i and the mother country, after a. 


NE" | 5 ; ant enpenſwe ſtrugg le, Was obliged to relin 1 5 her 


elaims of ſovereignty. But may it not alſo be firmed, 
*with-the ſtricteſt trutb, that the language and conduẽ 
6 the oppoſition, .| both in and out parliament, were 
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'* Mr. $4wbridge mide a weak attefiipt t of the whe 
e 


einne Kind towards the cloſe of the ſeſſion; but it 


dould nat ſtrictly be noticed in the above detail of dif- - 


tinct plans propoſed by the minority, as it wanted the 
merit of hoth novelty and ingenuity, being merely an 
. of the principle laid down in Mr. Burke's 
Firſt bill. Its object was to have the colonies placed- - 
on the ſame: footing as Ireland, with reſpe to giving 
- and granting their money by their own xepreſentatives, 5 
The motion was weakly upported i in point of numbers 
as well as argument. Nothin Bid bow the debate 
En ſs ttite a bject from lang 5 ing into erfect dul 
Res, but forte of T. Luttrell's *eocentricities, anda a 
few enlivening flaſhes of R. Rigby's wit. When the 
houſe divided, Mr. "Sawbridge Was 1 8 in l 
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for- 0 75 via eſentations of the. weak, the exhauſted, the de- . 


the . WI fencelels ſtate of Great Britain haye operated. as a ſtrong 


ter- temptation to her old, revengeful enemies, to join in a 


welpe capſes: af the 8 10 >” 1 
ey. of the be Amer eans, and urged them to perform EY 
minority had predicted? Muſt not their conti. 


een „ conipiracy for her ruin, though the ſtep they took was _ 
ent. if { repugnant to every dictate not only of honour, but of 


5 


wh real intereſt and ſound policy? If France and Spain had 


8 not afforded ſuch a proof of their narrow vie ys and almoſt, 
1 deemed i im i= a 
re, ſible for them, or any power poſſeſſing colgales: of its own, _ 
ay 1 ' ever; to think of fomenting and invigorating the ſpirit of 


_ frantic infatuation, it Would have. 


revolt in thoſe. of another nation. It ſliould. alſo be w- 


5 : — = the minority, thoſe upon which the whole 5 


They boldly alſerted, that eternal enmit - woulc 
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1 eyer. Ihe very reverſe took place at the 3 of the War: 

4 | the coloniſts 5 more ſtrongly attached by their wants 

eme mother country,. than they, had ever before been 
MW Þy the ties of prete ded e allegiance, or _gratl-- 
* tude: Britain's ſun, ſo far from letting, ſoon emerged * + 
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and the glory of theempire was certainly rather. increaſed 
than diminiſh 
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- detail of e events. e 


a 1 conſideration of ſome treat ies entered into by his majeſty 
with the duke of - Brunſwick, the landgrave of Heſſe 
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teen thouſand of their troo . for the American ſervice. 
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0 conſequence of the le, and that «the Et I 5 
Americans ſhould eſtablifh theic independency, Britains 
ſun mbiſt ſet, and the glory of the empire paſs away for 


by 10 unparalleled a conteſt with the com- . 


miniller laid Ie ee ha Ao We was the — 


1 — 


bined powers of France, Spain, Holland, and Ameriea. 
But eſe truths wut be . e the e e „ 


„ a 
i ; 


membered, that ſome of the moſt. alarming ag prodifiongof 1 f 


1 of their oppoſition was raiſed, proved to be fallac * 9 


from behind the clouds with which 3t had been obſcured : 5 . ü 


Caſſel, and the count of Hanau, for hiring about even- 
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1 5 nenen , : n 1 
e treaties to the committec of ſupply occaſioned a „ 
und warm debate, in which: the oppoſitic | 


—_— could be more dilgraceful to Great Britain, chan = 


to be obliged to apply to the petty princes of Germany 
kor e enable her to ſubdue her own fubjects _ 


The danger of the meaſure, the ex expence attending the - f A 


8 and the little probability of their ſucceſs were 
_ alſo inſiſted upon. With regard to the expence in par- 


ticular, it was ſaid, that the German princes had ſet no 1 


bounds to their extortions : they were to have leyy- mo- 
ney at the rate of above ſeven pounds a man: the troops 
were to enter into pay before they began to march * tie 


princes had even the modeſty to demand a double ſubſidj 
8 in one inſtance, was to be continued for two years, 
amd, in another, for one year after the return of the „ 
troops to their reſpeckive countries, The miniſtry, in mw: 


Wb entered very fully into the p 

and the urgency y of the meaſure; they = the 

terms were ſubſtantially the ſame as thoſe of former tre. 

DEW by which Great Eiitain had obtained foreign troo af £ 
HY au rpoſes of infinitely leſs national importance than the 
ent; 


they thought that the ſuddenneſs of the requi- ol 


fition, i the novelty, diſtance, length of ſea voyage, 
| and other diſagreeable circumſtances attending this wr 5 
vice, would have warranted much higherdemands : they . 
e that even ſuppoſing ſuch à number of forces 
could have been ſpeedily raiſed at home, it could not be ex- 
pected that raw and undiſciplined troops, ho had never ſeen | 


Ay fervice, and who were not yet hardened to any change | 


of food, climate, or habits of life, could anſwef the pur: 
poſe fo well as tried veterans, whoſe conſtitutional and ve 
military habits were already formed: to theſe arguments 
Was added not only the inconvenience, but the great loſs 


of withdrawing fo many uleful hands from huſbandr, and 1 
e ; and it was farther obſerved; that the ex. 


pence in that caſe aud not end with the war, but that 5 


- the nation would be faddle@ with the heavy and lafting 
incumbrance of the half. pay eſtabliſhment of near thirty 


| he us ; is 9 RE very | mp of view, thoſe treaties | 
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queſtion being put on the minilter's motion, it was carried | 
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N. A very curious motion, which t 


founded on a meſſage lately ſent to th 


== vchemence next day in the houle of. lords, wherethe duke : 


JS 


the miniſters than that in the com- 


3 on a MENA ſent to parziament of Ire- 4 
land by the lord lieutenant, requeſting in the king'sname 
four thouſand troops from the uſual eſtabliſhment in that 

country, for the American ſervice, and engaging. that 
Ireland ſhould be relieved from the expence of maintain- 
ing them during their abſence,. with a propoſal, that for 


the ſecurity. and protection of that kingdom, it was fis 


majeſty's intention, if defixed by parliament, to replace 


ſuch forces by an 5 number of foreign proteſtant 
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by a majority of 24 to 88. The ſubje& was again 


tive to the treaties, took in a comprehenſive view of the 


| happy and permanent reconciliation between, the contend- 
ing Par 5 The diviſion in this houſe Was 


3 


before in the lower honte by Mri Thomas Townſhend, 
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which ſhould be alſodefrayed with. 


dut any.incumbrance on Ireland. Mr. Townſhend nd 
his patty affirmed that the deſign of introducing foreign 
/// ͤ ͤͤ77•7˙§ð¹ê9é.u! OOO 
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; Wh from that promiſe by ie parties to whom it 


1 


— ines. | 
| put into Irelands was Her Sar: an erin miles 1 0 


s by the | | 
could _ 
. to d the 55 
or the ervice of four ” 


15 [ering 1 125 5 8 125 4 Harcourt was herein 
chargeable with a breach of privilege, and had acted i in 
EE, derogation of the authority of the Britiſh houſe of com—- 

maons; and that a committee be appointed to inquire into 
. 35 ſame.” It was ſtated, on * hand, that the 
5 8 lieutenant”s meſſage had a very proper refere ce 3 85 
a 1 made by tne king to the Iriſh parliament in 
when the military eſtabliſhment was raiſed: 880 . 
7 to fifteen thouſan men, ec that there never 3 | 
be lefs than twelve thouſand in Ireland, except i- | 
actual invalion or rebellion in Great Britain. "> 
>} | the preſent” want of troops was not within t ice "ExcEp=- 
tions, it certain was his majeſty ' firft buſineſs to be 


Was made; but if he ad applied firſt to the commons of 
SGreat Britain, it muſt have been for their «1-050 
BS 925 ol a meaſure in direct breach of his promiſe to Ireland. 
Ds 'So much for the propriety of the meſfage, red was 
__— in a manner perfectly agreeable to official u * 
5 "EY meaſure itſelf was in exact conformity to that 
ancient and acknowledged prerogative, by which the 
. crown, upon any emergency, raiſed” troops of its own 
will, and then — — to parliament for hs payment, or 
entered into treaties for the ſame purpoſe wi fortig 
. princes, and pledged the national Long: ith for a due —_ 
_ mance of the articles, It was admitted, that the offer 
5 for eight thouſand men, in return for the ſervice of 
Fon thouſand, if that was really meant in the lord 
| Beutenant s meſſage, did not appear to be very cecoromi- 


cal: yet, if the men could not be obtained upon better terms, 35 1 


the mealure was defenſible ft en ground of neceſſity; and 
© a were alſo TIE realons ON io it better 


n 


5. A, 5, %  eroncs mt. __ Tl 
5 to ſend natives. chan e to America, the Gr. ol 
nt | require no farther juſtification. . In any caſe, even ſuppo-.. 
. ug lord Harcourt to have been tniſtaken, to have ex“ 
d wee ded his inſtructions, or- not to have conveyed E 
0 manns in the cleareſt terms, the Britimm miniſtty were 
0. neither bound by, nor accountable for, the contents of 
1, 
*. 


his meſſage to the parliament of another kingdom. Be- 3s 5 5 
ſicles, the ve Tiſh houſe of commums had chearfully aſſent 4 
mn. | ed to the requiſition of four theuſand troops, without 


1 putting Great Britain to the expence of replacing them; 
to | fo that, in fact, no object of cenſure remained except a 
ie 25 | very diſputable, and merely imputed ill intention. „ 
1 77 motion for a committee to inquire into the matter of the, 


Ts | ſaid complaint was therefore rejected by à majority of 
n 224 to 106; and ſome other motions for laying the votes 
d of the Iriſh parliament, relative to this buſineſs, before 


«5p the houſe, and for paſſing a cenſure on the lord lieutenant 5 

1 eee were ne egatived without a diviſion. : 15 | 
„ XXXI. Among the various eſtimates and accounts 5 ; 
f  ® . were referred to the committee of ſupply, none = 


1 

t Vas attacked by the oppoſition with ſuch Coed 3 
F/ lf Aaſperity as that for defraying extraordinary expences of 4 
date land forces, and other ſervices incurred between b% Y 
4AM ninth of March, 1775, and the thirty-firſt of | Januay = 8 a 
27%, which amounted to ſomething. more | than Eight - 5 
__- MW - hundred and forty-five thouſand, pounds. Colonel Bari 5 
end Mr. Burke exerted all the powers of their eloquence, 
_ = the Ne of their wit and Lge, in by the 
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| . pences of the laſt i * e pert 5 
- their reſpective harangues, in 'which they had travelled 
far out of their way in ſearch of irritating illuſtrations, By 
5 _ high 1 rics on general Montgomery, the ac- 
Count of whoſe death had arrived a few days before. 


Never, perhaps, z was fo much” ingenuity: blended with 0 1 
little candour. After this parade of oratory, > were 
only two ſimple queſtions / a ifing on the w le ſubject, 5 
Whether the money hald been properly applied? and we- 


ther the meaſufes 1 induced the expenditure. were ne. I 
: - . ceflary ? * As A: proof of” the firſt, the requifitions of the” 
|, © commander in chief we immediately produced, Which 

+ were in due time to be followed by SS ax roper vouchers for 


every article; and parliament had 
made in the, firſt campaign, it chiefly: originated from 


- having entertained too go an opinion of the Anme dess = 


d that" the other colonj 00 could be 


Wicked enough to unite win che Maſlichufet's Bay in 


' rebellion, nor conſequently able to form the blockace wr - 
. : Boſfon, and prevent the apply which the abundance of 7 


_ that country yielded. 8e unexpected a combination had |} 
= only occalioned. delay in order to prepare for more 4} 
vigorous meaſures; büt had alſo rendered'it neceſſary to 
FR * all the proviſions forthe Britiſh army from Europe; 1 
Fick was the immediate cauſe of thoſe extraordinary ß, 


enges. In repl to kh iſes folaviſhly beſtowed vn | 
np al ee vi on ar admitted thiat he was 


E— he was able, Fo was” Humane, he was gene. 5 
rous; but ſtill he was: only a brave, able, Humane ane 
- Fenerous "rebel; To that one might -almoſt apply to him 
that line in the tr raged) "of Cato Curſe on his virtue: 1 
ewe undone his comtry.?" n the firſt divifiong cke 
-mimbers were 180 in e the miniſter kgaünſt Sf 3 
- Andthe houſe did not Givi de in wy be ſubs Eu 1 26 


bates onthe ſane per . | 
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XXVII. A. bill for the eſtabliſhment of a militia: in 
Scotland had been brought in before the holidays by 
lord Mountſtuart; but from the neglect of attendance. _ 
which prevailed for ſome time, and from his locdſhip's 58 
deſire of haying the ſubject diſcuſſed in full houſes, it 
hung over during the greater part of the ſeſſion. The 
grounds, on which he defended the meaſure, were very, 
= plauſible, He ſaid, that a militia was the great conſti- 
tutional bulwark of the kingdom; and that no good 
reaſon could be aſſigned for excluding any part of the 
iſland from contributing to the general cure ; yet the 
people of England were trained to the uſe of arms, while 
Scotland was left weak and defengeleſs : the retaining of 
ſuch an invidious diſtinction ſerved only to keep alive 
ancient jealouſies, and to nouriſh odious prejudices and 
| malignities. But the grand objection to the plan was, 
that five ſixths of the expence to be incurred by ſuch an 


year, including alfo the above extras and the defici- 

_ encies of the laſt year, amounted to very near nine 
million, one hundred thouſand pounds: the ways ank 

mieans reſolved upon in the committee, conliſting of 
the malt duty, the land tax which was raiſed frem 

_three to four ſhillings in.the pound, exchequer bills, 

and the produce of the ſinking fund, with ſome Imaller 

reſources, were calculated at little more than ſeven 
million, one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds: in 
order to make up the deficiency between the grants 
and the ſupplies, and to afford an overplus of a few 

_ thouſands, a loan of two millions was neceflary, the 

. Intereſt of which was provided for by a tax of twenty ' 

ſhillings each on gentlemen's four-wheeled carriages, 
a tax of five pounds each on ſtage coaches, an additi- 
onal ſtamp. of one ſhilling on deeds, an: additional 
halfpenny on newſpapers, another ſixpenny ſtamp on 
cards, and a half crown ſtamp on dice: a vote of cre= | 
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| dit for one million was alſo-paſſed-to Enable his ma 
5 Jeſt to defray any extraordinary expences that mint 
a be incurred on accountof military ſervice, and to make 1 


good the Charges of calling n che remainder of the 
light gold cos. „ eſtabliſhment | 
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8 i . . W was 70 e 3 Bledded s Wich ſ or T2 8 
little candour: After this parade Lol oratory, there were 
3 8 two ſimple queſtio gs ariſing on the whole ſubject, * 


. W 1 0 whether the money h operly applied and we: 


ther the meęaſi ures that A the the expenditure. were ne. | 
5 : Wnt 1 As a proof of” the firſt, the requiſitions: „„ 
1 Lompander 1 in chief were immediately produced, which 
2 9 5 verre in due time to be followed by e e 5 
. 7 every article; and x artiame nt had: already given its re- 
= peated ſanction to the ſecond. As to the little pre Teſs 75 
5 . made in the, firſt campaign, 235 chiefly originated from 
Oo bebe entertained too good an opinion of the Americans "of 5 
it was never imaginec that the other colonies could de 
5 5 5 wicked enough: to unite with the Maſlachuſet's Bay in 
. Fe wy e nor conſequent y able to form the e . . x 
28 1 15 2 be we -and prevent: the Sopply Which the abundance of ö 
. 7 country. yielded. © xpeRted a combination add 
ui Na occalioned. delay 0 order to prepare for more, 
. 5 Vigorous meaſures, but- had alſo rendered it neceſſary t to 
len all the proviſions for the Britiſh army from Burope';; 


: 5 h was't e nme 2 Faule of thoſe „ 


me 
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9 85 Prat, ER 2 1 42 125 was humane, he ws 
"ous; but Keil be was only a brave, able, tmare, 
2 rebel; ſo that gg „might almoſt ap 
Jine in the tragedy df Cato Curſe on is Viues, 
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XXII. A bill for the eſtabliſhment of a militia in 5 
. 1 Scotland had been brought in before the holidays b, 
lord Mountſtuart; but from the neglect of attendance 
i which prevailed for ſome time, and from his ſordſhip's 
deſire of having the ſubject diſcuſſed in full houſes, ;it 
_'- WM. hung over during the greater part of the ſeſſion. The 
Fa grounds, on which he defended the meaſure, were very, . 
ts plauſible, He ſaid, that a militia was the great conſti- 
tutional bulwark of the kingdom; and that no good 
reaſon could be aſſigned for excluding any part of the 
illand from contributing to the general ſecurity: yet the 
people of England were trained to the uſe of arms, while 
Scotland was left weak and defenpeleſs: the retaining of 


1 ſuch an invidious diſtinction ſerved only to keep alive 
ancient jealouſies, and to nouriſh odious prejudices and 
— = malignities. But the grand objection to the plan was, 

that five ſixths of the expence to be incurred by ſuch an 


Pear, including alſo the above extras and the defici- 
encies of the laſt year, amounted to very near nine 
million, one hundred thouſand pounds: the ways ank 
means reſolved upon in the committee, conſiſting of 
the malt duty, the land tax which was raiſed from 
three to four ſhillings in.the pound, exchequer bills, 

and the produce of the ſinking fund, with ſome ſmaller 
& . reſources, were calculated at little more than ſeven _ 
million, one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds: in 

order to make up the deficiency; between the grants 
and the ſupplies, and to afford an overplus of a fem 
_ 3 thouſands, a loan of two millions was neceflary, the 
intereſt of which was provided for by a tax of twenty 
.: ſhillings each on gentlemen's four-wheeled carriages, ES 
a2 tax of five pounds each on ſtage coaches, an additi- _. Þ 
+» & onal ſtamp of one ſhilling on deeds, an additional I 
|  hHalfpenny on newſpapers, another ſixpenny ſtamp on 
cards, and a half crown Ramp on dice: a vote of cre= - 
git tor one million was. alſo paſſed to Enable his ma- 
jeſty to defray any extraordinary expences that might 


be incurred on accountof military ſervice, and to make 
| A calling in the remainder of hes 
-  Ught gold coin. etablimmen rt 
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eſtabliſnment muſt be paid by Engliſh land- wners, as 
the militia were directly maintained out of the land- 
tax, of which Scotland paid a very inconſiderable propor- 
tion. The advocates for the bill replied; that the land- 
tax was no fair criterion of what Scotland really contri- 
Huted towards the common ſupport; for her conſump- ü 
tion of Engliſh manufactures, and of gy commodi- » Ws 
ties which paid duties here, was very conſiderable, and 1 
one half of the produce of the lands of that country was 
faid to be expended in this. Though the views of the 
oppoſition avowedly extended from the beginning to the 
rejection of the whole plan, yet frequent amendments were 
=  propoled, and new clauſes continually offered; fo 
© that it afforded a very conſiderable fund of debate in 
every ſtage of its progreſs: the diviſions ran very - WM 
— eloſe ; and, upon the day appointed for receiving the 7 i 
report from the committee after the ſecond reading, 
1 (March 20.) it was thrown out by 4 majority of only , 
1212 to g5, the miniſter, who voted for the bill, being on 
is occahon left ma minority. + $f oþ 
EXXXIII. In the midit of fo many concerns of theut-” 
moſt national importance, no ſmall part of the time and J 
= attention of the houſe of lords was taken up by the trial 
We, dt the celebrated dutcheſs of Kingſton. This lady, whoſe 
ES maiden name was Chudleigh, had in the year 1744 beeh 
39. > e married to a Mr. Hervey, then a lieutenant 
5K in the navy, but who afterwards ſucceeded to the title 
of earl of Briſtol, his elder brother dying without iſſue. 
- - Her conduct being by no means bot fee a to ſecure 
the continuance of KS: affection which her perſonal 
_ . charms had inſpired, Mr. Hervey cauſed pro als to be 
made to her reſpecting a divorce; and as ſoon as the 
= : offers 9 ufficiently in7iting, ſhe inſtituted a jacti- 


tation ſuit in the commons againſt him, and in conſe- 


gquence of her making oath that ſhe was not married, 
-  — - Which ſhe'told her priyite friends © ſhe could eafily | 
= reconcile to her conſcience, as the ceremony was a 
= _ _ ferambling, ſhabby buſineſs,” ſhe obtained a ſentence '. 
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She did not, of courſe, heſitate to accept the duke ß 
Kingſton's hand in the year 1769; but on the death 7 
of his grace in 1773, lady Meadows, his filter and heir at 
law, filed a bill in chancery againſt the ſelf ſtiled dutchels, _ 
ho pleaded the ſentence of the eccleſiaſtical ceurt, the - 
validity of which was allowed by the lord chancellor; 
though another bill was ſoon after inſtituted, to prove 
that the ſentence had been obtained by colluſion between 
the parties. A criminal proſecution was alſo conimenced; -. _ 
and a bill of indictment for a ſecond marriage during 
the life of her firſt huſband having been found againſt her _ 
by the grand jury for Middleſex, the matter was removed 
from the court of King's Bench to the houſe of lords in 
the beginning of November. The ſettlement of the time, 

Place, and forms to be obſerved at the trial, gave riſe to 
a variety of debates, in which lord Mansfield made | 
ſome unavailing efforts to have her tried in the chamber 
of parliament, being of opinion that the more privately 
the trial was conducted, the more conſiſtent it would be 
with juſtice and prudence. His moſt ſpecious arguments | 
were drawn from the poſſible iſſue of the proceeding, _ © 
whether favourable or the contrary : the eccleſiaſtical 
ſentence,” ſaid he, which remains in full force to this -» 
hour, will be exhibited in the lady's defence, and perhaps, 
put a ſtop to the trial: but admitting that not to be the 
.caſe, ſuppoſe the lady found 24%) hob is a clergyable 
offence, and there is an expreſs ſtatute which will not 
permit peers to ſuffer corporal puniſhment for any thing 
under a capital crime: the lady then pleads her peerage, 
makes your lordſhips a curtſey, and you return the com- 
pliment with a bow. He did not think, therefore, 
that a trial, which, even on conviction of the priſoner, : 
could not be productive of ſerious or important conſe- 
quences, and could not operate, by way of example or 
terror, on the public at large, ought to be carried on witig 
any particular and expenſive ſolemnity. The lords at 
firſt agreed, that the lady ſhould be tried at the bar 
of their houſe; but after ſeveral ſubſequent diſcuſſions. - 
of the fame ſubject, the 8 * in Weſtminſter Hall” 


ere 


2 BE * 8 
. 
* =o WS 


and coupled | of 
fraud, colluſion, and perjury, the trial ought to be con- 


c= 
table, and numerous an auditory, as would be aba 
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5 were added 5 as the latter place, or any other, in which 
the lords might fit, was to be deemed their houfe. The 
BE Wn 10 concurred in ſentiment, that the offence, though 


clergyable, being of the moſt atrocious nature, immedi- 
RN OE to diſſolve the great bonds of civil ſociety, 
with every aggravating circumſtance of 


ducted in the moſt public manner, and with every poſſi - 


ple ſolemnity the houſe could give it; that the mortifi - 


cations of guilt muſt be increaſed before fo great, reſpec- 


— 


on the occaſion in Weſtminfter-hall;—that it would 
no ſmall degree of puniſhment to the lady, if convicted, 


to be aſked by the lord high ſteward, after informing her of 


the judgment of her peers, whether ſhe had ever before 


been admitted to her clergy, and on her anſwering in the 


negative, t be told that the juſt infliction of burning in 
the hand was now remitted on account of her rank, but 
that if ſhe ſhould ever again be guilty of a oa Lime of- 
O 


fence, ſhe would be liable to ſuffer, as a co n felon, 


\ the pains and penalties of death ;—and laſtly, that the 


1 pea ſolemnities and notoriety of the proceeding would 


ave the beſt effect on the great body of the people, by f 
teaching them that the higheſt are not exempt from pro- 


ſecution for miſdeeds, and by convincing them, that as 


the laws of their country are their common ſecurity, fo 
y are the common avenger of every ſpecies of guilt 
injuſtice, be the rank or fortune of the offenders 


what it may. The eighteenth of December had been 


fixed upon for the commencement of the trial; but it 


was firſt put off till the latter end of January, at the 


rayer of the dutcheſs, whoſe bad ſtate of health rendered 


her unable to attend; and after ſome farther delays 'on 
account of the intervening law term, which prevented the 

__ ſcaffolding from being erected in due time in Weſtmin- 
ſter hall, the order for the trial was finally altered to 
Monday the fifteenth of April. It took up four days in 
that week, and was not decided till the Monday follow- 
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moſt indiſputable proofs appeared of the lady's. guilt, 
and of. the very improper means by which ſhe had ob- 

_ tained the ſentence of the eccleſiaſtical court to give a 


the hig 
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1 to her crimes. On being informed by 


age, which, after ſome oppoſition on the part of the at- 
torney general, who contended that it did not extend to 


ſteward, that the lords had by their ſuffrages | 
pronounced her guilty, ſhe claimed her privilege of peer- 


peer eſſes, and ſome debate among the lords, was allow ed, 3 


and conſequently exempted her from corporal puniſhment. 


So far the iſſue of the trial W Oas with lord Mans- 


concluſive evidence, fo as to ſtop the crown from proving 
the ſaid marriage on an indictment for polygamy ?** and, 


< whether, admitting ſuch ſentence to be concluſive upon 

ſuch indictment, the crown may be admitted to avoid its 

effect, by proving the ſame to have been obtained by fraud 

or colluſion ?**—The firſt queſtion was anſwered in the 

negatiye, becauſe no civil ſentence whatever can prevent 
a proſecution on an indictment in which the crown is the 

_ proſecutor; and the ſecond was anſwered in the affirma- 


field's remarks : but he was miſtaken in his conjeture, 
that the exhibiting of theecclefiaſtical ſentence in the firſt 
ſtage of the buſineſs might put a ſtop to any further pro- 
ceedings. The opinion of the judges on that point was _ 
taken, the ſecond day of the trial. The queſtions pro- 
poſed to them were, whether a ſentence of the eccleſi- _ 
- aſtical court againſt a marriage in a jactitation ſuit is 


tive, becauſe it was neceſſarily included in the firſt, and 


| becauſe no fraudulent act of any two parties can be bind. 
ing or conclufive on a third, without their participation 
or conſent even in a civil caſe, much leſs in a matter in 
which the general juſtice of the nation and execution ß 
the laws are concerned. However favorable to the con- 


trary doctrine lord Mansfield's former language my 


ſeem, it ſhould be remembered that he was not then 


raſter of the accuſed lady's advocate. 


* * 


ſuſpending an inquiry, the firſt ſtep towards which ha& * 
EO As doen” 


ſpeaking in his judicial capacity, but rather in the cha- 5 
the chief cauſes ,. 


* 
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\cronce in. A. b. 17/6. 
Effingham on the twenty ſeventh f 


* 


tion of that bill, though utterly ſubverſive of one of its 
principal objects. A violent clamour was raiſed in the 
city on this occaſion: it was repreſented as extremely 
40 3 the great body of American merchants, who — BM 
had already ſuffered by the troubles, and who, in obedi . 
_ ence to the late act, were finking under the encumbrance | 
of goods which they had purchaſed for America, and for 
which they could find no other market, to ſee the trade 
they had Jong conducted with reputation and fairneſs, 
ſmuggled out of their hands by a ſet of obſcure and frau- 
dulent individuals. As almoſt every fubje& of either 
publie or private complaint was now made a party af- 
Fair, the whole blame was thrown upon the connivance 
of government; and the Earl of Effingham, a little be- 
tore the receſs at Eafter, made a motion which was a- 
greed to, that liſts of ſuch veſſels with their cargoes, as 
bad been cleared out of the port of London for America, 
-- ...._ _ and ot ſuch licences as had been granted by the admiralty, 
mould be laid before the houſe, The holidays and the 
_dutcheſs of Kingſton's trial, or perhaps a juſt ſenſe of 
having too raſhly entered upon the matter, prevented his 
_ lordſhip from purſuing it with immediate earneſtneſs; 
but it was taken up in the houſe of commons by Mr. 
Sawbridge (then lord mayor of London) who, on the fe- 
cond of May, moved for a committee to inquire into the 
* whole tranſaction. The motion being accompanied with _ 
=  Aftrong inſinuations that the miniſtry: had ſecretly encou- 
I _ _ raged a ſyſtem of the moſt iniquitous and corrupt jobb- 
Fo F — ing - 


* 
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ing, and that nothing leſs was aimed a 
the trade of America from its wonted channels, and to 


" turn it into a complete monopoly, lord North did not op- 


ſe the inquiry, though he thought it frivolous and un- 
feaſonable, eſpecially as the abuſes cm 
ready corrected, and a ftop put to the miſchief. Ac- 


It cordingly the eight of May was appointed for a com- 


deration. Several witneſſes: were examined, ard a ya- 


applied for them, without any preference or partiality 


diſcovered that an improper uſe had been made of them. 
Out of nine ſhips, for Which the licences had been ob- 
 . tained, only three had failed, and one of theſe was an 
hoſpital ſhip: the cargoes of the other fix were re-landed. 
The quantity of goods fraudulently exported could not, 
therefore, be very conſiderable; and it ſuch evaſions of 


individuals, neither fyſtematically connected with each 
other, nor with adminiſtration. Lord North acquitted 


4 { Himſelf very honourably on this occaſion; he fat out the 


whole night: he anſwered every plauſible objection that 


ſeemed to come into the buſineſs with alacrity, on pur- 
pole to give it a conſequence it did not deſerve: and, on 
dhe fulleſt and moſt impartial inveſtigation, after ſittin 

þ on the inquiry till five o'clock in the morning, the houſe 
__ - Giſmiſſed the matter as equally nugatory and ill- founded. 
| Yet, in a few days after, lord Effingham revived it in 


the xiſing of E and accompanied with an artful 
ew of proof, 


of, which the ſhortneſs of the time rendered 
it impoſſible fully to examine and refute, did his lord- 
- Hip very little honour, It ſeemed not only unfair but 


d at than 80 tenbſir 55 


plained of were al- 85 


mittee of the whole houſe to take the matter into conſi- 
riety of arguments raiſed on the nature of the evidence. pa 
It appeared very clearly, that the licences ſa much com- 
plained of had been granted indiſcriminately to all who 


Whatever, and as indiſcriminately called in, when it was 


was ſtarted: he examined cloſely ſuch of the perſons as | 


the upper houſe, by moving for the neceſlary papers, in 
order to proſecute the inquiry in the enfuing ſeſſion. A 
motion of this kind, brought forward juſt at the eve of 


malignant 
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- Dna woe 4 the character of the miniſtry, 


| ſhould have an opportunity, perhaps at the end of ſeye- * |} 

ral months, of manifeſting their innocence, They com 
pPlied, however, with the motion, to prevent an opinion 
from prevailing without doors, that they had the leaſt _ 


a 


with to ſtifle all farther inquiry. 


Y he " 


v. The public buſineſs being all carried through, * 


EI . 


the king went to the houſe of lords on the twenty-third 
of May, to give his aſſent to a few bills prepared for 
that purpoſe, and to cloſe the ſeſſion. Among the bills | 
then preſented to his majeſty, were one to alter the mode 
of puniſhment of felons, ſentenced for tranſportation, to 7 
hard labour in England; and a new inſolvent act, te 
mma-oſt remarkable condition in which was, that all fun 
ture acquiſitions of real property or money in the funds, 
which ſhould be made by any of the debtors who availed 
themſelves of this act, were {ſubjected to the claims of 
their ſeveral creditors : but, as they were to 3 ; 
up all their preſent bean een perions, and „ 
ſiuch perſonal effects as they might afterwards acquire, 
were to be for ever free from all demands on account f 
- * _ debts contracted before the twenty-ſecond of the pre. 
| _ ceding January. After paſſing the bulls, his majeſty 8 
aid he could not put an end to the ſeſſion, without ar, 
ſuring both houſes, that the freſh inſtances of their af 
fectionate attachment to him, and of their ſteady atten= « 
tion and adherence to the true intereſts of their country, 
jo afforded him the higheſt ſatisfaction: it was with plea- 
HH dure he informed them, that the aſſurances he had re- 
= ceived of the diſpoſition of the ſeveral powers in Eu- 
rope, promiſed a continuance of the general tranquillity: 
be expreſſed real concern and regret, at having found it F' 
neceſſary to aſk of his faithful. commons any extraordi- | 
- nary ſupplies : he thanked them for the readineſs and 
diſpatch with which they had been granted, and which 
were the more acceptable to him, as parliament had —- 
_  -ſhewniin the manner of raiſing them, an equal regard to 
the exigencies of the ſervice, and the b : 
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after promiſing g proper r frugality in the application of 


- thoſe grants to the 1 only for which 1 _ = 
| 9 his maje ER, | 


concluded thus : yn 
My lords and gentlemen, 8 | 3 
ce We are 5 5 55 in a great national 9 the pro- 
muſt . be attended with many 
difficulties aud much expence: but when we conſider, 
that the eſſential rights and e of the whole em- 


pire are deeply concerned in the iſſue of it, and can haye . 
no ſafety or ſecurity but in that conſtitutional ſubordi- 


nation for which we are contending, I a 1 convinced / 


that you will not think any price too high. or the 2 | 
ſeryation of ſuch objects. 
J will ſtill entertain a hope that my rebellious ſub⸗ 


1 1 0 may be awakened to a ſenſe of their e and 

that, by a voluntary return to their duty, t oy will juſ- 

= - tify me in bringing about the favorite wi 

heart, the reſtoration of harmony and the re-eſtabliſh. 5 
ment of order and happineſs in every part of my domini- 
ons. But if a due ſubmiſſion ſhould not be obtained 


of my 


from ſuch motives and ſuch diſpoſitions on their part, 
J truft that I ſhall be able, under the gon of of Provi- 
dence, to effectuate it by a full exertion of the 108 


i h with which you have entruſted me. 


2 Shetch of the Plan and wario us. "Objefts of t FY Hos. 


paign of 1776. II. e ewhich accelerated tbe 


Evacuation of Boſton. III. Arnold's Army, after a deſ- 
perateè and concluding Effort, driven with Precipitation 


and Loſs from befirs Duebec. IV. General Carlton's 


vigorous Purſuit of the Fugitives ; ; and bis Humanity to- 
wards the Sick and Wounded. V. Affair at the Cas, | 


_ avithan Inflance of a flagrant Breach of Faith on the 7 
Part of the Congreſs. VI. 7. be Rebels repulſed at Trois . 


Riwierer. VII. Montreal, Chamblee, and St. Fobn's 


retaken. VIII. Complete Piftory obtained over the Ame 


rican Fleet on Lake Champlain. IX. Fatal Delay of 


the Expedition againſt the ſouthern Colonies. X. Parti. 
| its of tbe . Attack on Sullivan's Iſland near 


ab 4 vt hdr 


4 * 
1 2 

N / 353 
8 os 


8 GRORGE ni. n 276 ö 
Chart 8 1 General Howe lands at Staten If. 
aud, where be is ſoon joined by his Brother. avith a poꝛv- 

erful Armament. XII. Circular Manifeſto of the Con. 
Fest, followed by the Declaration of Independency.— 
XIII. Efforts uſed by Lord Howe to bring about an Ac- 
'  commodation, previous to the Commencement of Hoſtilities, | 
XIV. Deſcent on Long Wands and Defeat of the Ameri- 


. can Army at Brooklyn. XV. Effects of General Howe's 5 


dilatory Caution, with ſome Striftures on bis extraor 


Tenderneſs, and bis © regular Approaches.” XVI. 
Conference betaveen Lord and a Committee of the 


Congreſs. XVII. Nahen abandons New York, — 


XVIII. Rapid Succeſſes of the Britiſh . , 
* Lee taken by Colonel Harcourt. XX. Rhode | 
Hand reduced on the very Day of General Waſhington's ' 
etreat over the Delaware. XXI. Other deciſiue Ad. 


_ wantages prevented by the Supineneſss or. F. atutty of the - 5 


Britiſb Commander in Chief, XXII. Three Regiments of 
 Helfians ſurpriſed and taken Priſoners at Trenton,— 
XXIII. This Stroke of Succeſs, . critically fauturable to 
the Republican cauſe. XX IV. Lord ball gut. ma- 


' naewored by Waſhington—Situation of both Armies in N 


erſeys at The Cloſe of the Ga 
3 6 the e LY 8 — HEL the mi- 


niſtry had to maintain againſt all the ſhifting parties 
of the oppoſition, it was neceſſary to diſplay the utmoſt 


' wiſdom and vigour of the executive power in giving full 


effect to the meaſures which had received the fanftion | 


1 the legiſlature, With this view, the plan of the en- 


ſuing 1 aign was formed on a very comprehenſive 


ſcale, divi ed; into three parts, correſponding | with the 
three great diviſions of the American provinces, The 
object of the firſt was the removal of the troops from 


Boſton to New Vork, where they were to be joined a | 


_ conſiderable reinforcements from England, to make a 
grand effort in the middle colonies: the ſecond enter- 
priſe was dir ected to the ſouthward, in order to call off N 


; the attention of the malecontents there from the ſupport 


e ay common mn eau to their own e : and, 5 the 
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ſame time, to afford proper aſſiſtance, encouragement, 
and ſecurity to ſuch as were well affected to the mother 
country, but had been hitherto reſtrained by ſurrounding 
danger and tbe inſufficiency of their own firength from 
© declaring againſt the rebels: and the third expedition 
| was to be undertaken in Canada, to expel the enemy - 
from that province, to clear its frontiers, to open a 
communication with the northern and middle colonies, _ 
and to co-operate with the deſigns of the central army. 
As the force deſtined for each of theſe purpoſes was 
deemed fully adequate to jits execution, they were en- 
tered upon with the faireſt proſpect of ſpeedily termi- 
nating the war, though the event did not afterwards 
| correſpond with ſuch reaſonable expectations. The 
_ cauſes of their failure will naturally be unfolded in the 
= details of their progreſs and final iſſue. . 
II. Though Waſhington and Lee had joined the be- 
ſieging army before Boſton ſoon after the battle of Bun- 
| ker's Hill, nothing of any conſequence was attempted 
by them for the remainder of the year. But as the 
_ garriſon were kept in a ſtate of perpetual vigilance, if 
not of alarm, they ſuffered conſiderably during fo long 
a blockade from hard duty, confinement, and ſcarcity 
of proviſions, a great proportion of the ſupplies ſent 
from England having been intercepted by American 
. cruiſers. In conſequence of general Gage's departure 
for Europe, the chief command of the Britiſh forces 
devolved on general Howe, to whom orders had alſo 
been ſent at the approach of winter to leave Boſton 
whenever he found it convenient or adviſeable. But 
having at that time prepared his winter quarters, and 
the ſeaſon being alſo unfavourable to a coaſting voyage, 
he thought he might continue there till the ſpring in 
: 3 ſafety from any new endeavours of the 'enemy, _ 
He ſoon experienced a mortifying diſappointment. Ge- | 
neral Waſhington apprehenſive that the garriſon might 
be ſtrengthened by freſh ſuccours in the ſpring, and 
foreſeeing that his own army would be wanted elſe- 
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the fiege with redoubled vigour about the end 
gary, in hopes of becoming. maſter of the place 
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arrival of any reinforcements from the mother country. 


Tbe renewal of his attempts was very much forwarded. | 


© by the capture of an ordnance ſhip. from . Woolwich, 
+ which untortunately ſeparated from her convoy, and be- 


ing herſelf of no force, was taken without defence by a 


ſmall privateer. This veſlel contained, beſides a large 


mortar upon a new conſtruction,“ ſeveral pieces of fine 


nition, with tools, utenſils, and machines for camps and 
_ artillery, in the greateſt abundance. Such an acquiſi: 
tion was of the utmoſt importance to the beſiegers. on 
the ſecond of March a battery was opened at a place 


braſs cannon, a vaſt quantity of ſmall arms and ammu- 


Called Phipps's Farm, weſtward of the town, whence 


it was dreadfully annoyed by a furious diſcharge of 
cannon and bombs; and on the morning of the fifth _ . 

another was opened from the heights. of Dorcheſter 
Point on the oppoſite ſide, where two redoubts had 

been erected in the courſe of the preceding night, The 


ſituation of the army was now very critical. The new 


works, along with others which it was evident would 


inſpection, that more works had been co 


be ſpeedily thrown up on ſome of the neighbouring 
bills, would command the town, à contiderable part gf. 


x the harbour, and of the beach, whence an embarkation 


muſt take place incaſe of a retreat, and render the com- 
munication between the troops on Boſton Neck and the 


wan body, difficult and dangerous. In thele cicum- | 


ſtances, no alternative remained but to evacuate the 
town, or to diſlodge the provincials. The latter delign 
was immediately adopted : a violent ſtorm, followed. b 7 
a deluge of rain, Ae trial, in the firlt 
inſtance; and next day it was diſcovered, upon a nearer 
- ſtronger than any of the former, and that the. whole 


5 


were now ſo completely fortified, that all hope of forcing ' 
Fhe Duke of Bolton aſſerted in the houſe of lords, 
was this. very; mortary: Which drove the King's 


* * 
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"*r99ps out of Boſton. „ One. 
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proach them; for in order to do ſo, the Engliſh: muſt 
Fe aſcended an almoſt perpendicular eminence, on the 


top of which the Americans had prepared hogtheads = 


chained: together in great numbers, and filled with 


5 ſtones, to roll down upon the aſſailants, which muſt 
have deſtroyed all order, broken their ranks, and ſwept _ 


away whole colemns at once. Nothing, therefore, re. 


mained but to abandon the town, and to convey 'the 


troops, artillery, and ſtores, on board the ſhips that lay 


3 | 


in the harbour. This meaſure required ſeveral days to 


carry it into execution, on account of the numbers to 
be removed, many of whom were ſick and Wounded.— 
At length, however, it was effected; and on the ſeven- 


reenth of March, the garriſon, with above fifteen hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, who were attached to the Bri- 


tiſh cauſe, embarked for Halifax in Nova Scotia, to 


which they had a very favourable paſſage. In the hurry 
of their departure, they left behind them a large quan- 
*#tity of proviſions, artillery,” and ſtores: they had the 


- precaution, however, to blow up and demoliſh the for- 
N tifications at Caſtle William, as theſe would have ren- 
dered all future attempts upon the town by fea imprac. 


ticable: ſome ſhips of war were alſo ſtationed off the 


harbour to warn and protect any veſſels that ſhould ar- 


rive from England; but they were too few to be per- 


fectly ſuccelsful, the great extent of the bay, with all 


its iſlands and creeks, and the number of {mall ports 
that.ſurround it, affording ſuch opportunities to the pro- 


vincial armed boats and fmall privateers, that they took _ 
ſeveral ſtoreſhips and tranſports,” which were ſtill in ig- 
norance that the town had changed maſters. ® wh 


The moſt valuable of the ſtore-ſhips, loſt in this 


* 


manner, was the Hope, loaded with 1500 barrels of 


powder, beſides carbines, bayonets, travelling car- _ 
rlages for heavy cannon, and all forts of tools. It 


was the misfortune alfo of lieutenant-colonel Archi- 


bald Campbell, with 700 men, to be on board one x7 
the tranſports which ran directly into Boſton harbour, 


* 


5 PE, 1 py 0 
„ 


N . 
RR 
9 - 

1 . LENS 


_ GEORGE . 


he marched in with all the triumph of victory, and de- 


ttzached ſeveral regiments, under the command of general 
Lee, to the defence of New York, imagining that the 


' Britiſh troops might have departed for that place; but 
the circumſtances of the latter did not then admit of their 
immediately undertaking any expedition. 80 
III. During | 
mained poſted with the remnant of his army on the 


Heights of Abraham, about three miles from Quebec, 
_ whence he could intercept any ſupplies that 'might be 
attempteg to be conveyed into the city, and where he 


hoped to increaſe his number by ſuccours from the con- 


zreſs, and by ingratiating himſelf with the Canadians. © 


ut the ſuccours were retarded by the almoſt inſup- 
ortable hardſhips of a long march, in a rigorous ſea- 
lon, and n wan country ; and with regard to 
the Canadians, their a 
from the rebel cauſe, not only by the misfortunes, but t 


& 
$ 


miſbehaviour alſo of the invaders towards them. As the i 
ſeaſon approached, in which ſupplies and reinforcements 


$ 


for the garriſon were ſure to arrive from England, the | 


Americans reſolved to make a grand concluding effort, 
before they ſhould be obliged entirely to abandon the, 
_ enterpriſe. They renewed the ſiege, raiſed ſome batte- 
"Ties, and made ſeveral attempts, by fire- ſnips aud other- 
- wiſe, to burn the veſlels in the harbour. The project 


 * failed, though very boldly conducted; and their troops 


were at one time drawn up, and icaling-ladders, with 
_. every other preparation, were in readineſs for ſtorm=- 
ing the town, during the diſtraction which they hox- 

ed the fire-ſhips and batteries would have produced. 
They even penetrated into the ſuburbs, where they burned _ 


ſeveral houles, and compelled the garriſon to pull down 
the reſt, in order to prevent the flames from ſpreading. 
The judgment, vigilance, and cool intrepidity of general 


Carleton 


dot knowing but it was Rill in the hands of the Bri- 


_- tiſh army. That officer was afterwards treated in 


1 
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" as general Waſhington perceived that it was evacuated;. 
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theſe tranſactions at Boſton, | Arnold re- 2 


a very ungenerous and cruel manner by the Americans. 
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Carleton baffled all their deſigns; and, to inereaſe their 


dieſpondeney after ſo many unſucceſsful exertions, the 


_- ſmall pox, that ſcourge and terror of the weſtern conti- 


| ©. nent, broke out among them, and made its uſual ravages. . 
Pe dread of the infection, which is conſidered as the 


American plague, and ef with all the horror in- 
cident to that name, rendered it impoſſible to keep up 


it any diſcipline, or to prevent the moſt alarming defertions. _ - 


A retreat was therefore reſolved upon; but even this 


"could only be effected with the utmoſt precipitation and 


' oſs, on account of the ſudden appearance of part of the 


| Engliſh ſquadron, conſiſting of the Ilis man of war and - 


two frigates, which had made their way through the ige, 
and arrived unexpectedly before Quebec. General Carle- 
ton was too well ver ſed in military affairs to loſe any time 

in ſeizing the advantages which the preſent ſituation af- 
forded. A detachment of ſoldiers and marines being 
landed from the ſhipping, and joined to the garriſon, the 


governor marched out at their head, on the ſixth of May, ; 
to attack the rebel camp. There he found every thing 


in the utmoſt confuſion: they had not even covered them- 


a retreat, on the appearance of the Britiſh troops they 


fled on all ſides, abandoning their artillery, military 


ſtores, and every other article of incumbrance. Some of 
the light armed Engliſh ſhips having at the ſame time 
got up the river, captured ſeveral mall veſſels belonging 
to the enemy, and retook the Gaſpee ſloop of war, which 
they had. ſeized in the beginning of the winter. Thus 


Was the mixed ſiege and blockade of Quebec raiſed, after . 
a continuance of about five months; and from this time, 


the Americans experienced nothing but a ſeries of defeats 


and mis ortunes, till they were driven out of that province, 


which they had ſo traitorouſly invadede. 
IV. The governor-ſhewed himſelf worthy of ſucceſs, - 


buy an act which immediately followed it, and which does 
and wounded provincials lay ſcattered about and hid in 


the neighbouring woods and villages, where they were 5 


See page 17, MH2 _ 1 


ſelves with an intrenchment; and having already begun 5 | 


We 


great honour to his humanity. A number of the ſick _ 
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imvaders. The remainder of the expected reinforcements, 
Conſiſting of ſeveral regiments from Ireland, one from 
England, another from general Howe, together with the 

Brunſwick troops, having ſucceſſively arrived in Canada 
before the end of the month, he ſoon adopted the moſt 
vigorous meaſures for the total expulſion of the enemy 
from that province. He divided his army, for the greater 
__ celerity of operation, into different detachments, 2 0 | 


1 F; 


at 


- 


preſſure of want, 
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lt danger of periſhing under the c 


melancholy conſequence, he iſſued a proclamation, com- 


manding the proper officers to find out theſe unhappy N 


perſons, and to afford them all neceſſary relief at the 


public expence; whilſt, to render the benefit complete, 


and 6. gt obſtinacy or apprehenſion from marring 
its effect, he aſſured them, that as foon as they were re- 
covered, they ſhould have free liberty to return to their 
reſſ 
helpleſs objects did not relax his purſuit of the fugitive 


pointing the general rendezvous at Trois Rivieres, 
from each. 
V. Before any of 


>; rn place called the Cedars, about thirty miles to 
the weſtward of Montreal, on the river St. Lawrence. 


Ihis fort, though naturally ſtrong, and defended by fou. 
Hundred provincials, did not long reſiſt captain Forſter's | 
ſpirited attack. A heavy fire of muſketry-having been 
_ - continued! for a few hours, the garriſon ſurrendered 
on condition of having their lives preſerved from the 
ulual ferocity of the Indians. A detachment of the | 
latter had alſo taken priſoners another party of provincials, | 
3 *The town of Trois Rivieres, or Three Rivers, is 
{  _Fituated on the north fide of the St. Lawrence, ang 
| takes its name from the vicinity of one of the branches 
of a large river, whoſe waters are diſcharged through | 
three mouths into that great reſer voir. we 
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ear,” and diſeaſe. To prevent this 


ive provinces. But his generous pity for ſuck 
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Lay between Quebec. and Montreal, about ninety miles, 
the larger bodies were put in motion, 
an expedition was undertaken by captain Forſter, at tg 
head of a (mall party of regulars and ſome Indians, 
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who were marching from Montreal to the relief of te 
_ Cedars, and whoſe Joes were {pared through the reſolute 
and conciliating interpoſition of captain Forſter. | This 
brave officer advanced next day to Vaudreuil, about ſix | 
miles northward of the Cedars, whence Arnold at the | 
head of ſeven hundred men made an attempt to diſlodge 
him, but was obliged to return to St. Ann's on the iſland 7} 
of Montreal. Captain Forſter not having yet received © 
any intelligence of general Carlton's arrival at Trois Ri= _. 
vieres, and finding himſelf much incumnbered by the 
number of his priſoners, judged it expedient to releaſe '- |} 
them in conſequence of an agreement ſigned by Arnold | 
to return an equal number of the king's troops of the 1 
ſame rank within the ſpace of two months, and to ſedg 
four captains to Quebec as hoſtages for the performance 
of the articles. This cartel was afterwards broken by 
* congreſs, who alledged that captain Forſter had conducted 
S - himſelf towards the priſoners taken at the Cedars in a 
= cruel and inhuman manner. What little foundation there 
was for ſuch a diſhonourable pretence, to palliate a fla- 
grant breach of faith, will beſt appear from the teſtimony - 
of one of the hoſtages. *©* Iam ſurpriſed, ſaid captain 
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] Sullivan in a letter to his brother then a major general in 


the American ſervice, to hear that the congreſs, in- 
ſtead of redeeming us according to the cartel, have not 
only refuſed to do it, but have demanded captain Forſter 
to be delivered up to anſwer his conduct in what they are 
pleaſed to term the naſſacre of the Cedars. I would fain 
flatter myſelf that the congreſs would never have thought 
of ſuch unheard- of proceedings, had they not had a falſe 
IS repreſentation of the matter. I do not think that I am 
under any reſtraint when I ſay, and call that God w- io 
oF muſt judge of all things to witneſs, that not a man liv - 
„mg could have uſed more humanity than captain Forſter + 
did after the ſurrender of the party I belonged to; and. _ 
.. whoever ſays to the contrary, let his ftation 'in life be 
What it wil, he is an enemy to peace, and a fallacious 
diſturber of mankind. What reafon they can give for 
not redeeming us I cannot conceive; if they are wrongly , _ 
. 5 H 3 informed 
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FI. In the mean time the divißons of the Britiſh and 


the Brunſwick forces were advancing with all practicable 


diſpatch. A conſiderable body under the rene of 
ir f 


brigadier general Frazer had already taken their ſtation 
at Trois Rivieres: another under that of brigadier gene- 


ral Neſdit lay near them on board ſome tranſports: and 
A third, more numerous than either of the former, along 
with the generals Carleton, Burgoyne, Philips, and the 


German commander Reideſel, were on the way from 


Quebec. At this juncture, the Americans, who had 


retreated as far as the river Sorrel about fifty miles from 
Trois Rivieres, and had there been nen by ſome ſuc- 
cours, formed a very daring ſcheme for the ſurpriſe of 


the troops under general Frazer, with little probability, 


it muſt be owned,. of ſucceſs, but deriving coutage even 


from deſpair. The conduct of this enterpriſe was com- 


yy 


- mitted to major general Thompſon, who embarking at 
Sorrel with two thouſand men, and coaſting along the 


. ſouth fide of what is called the Lake of St. Peter, arrived | 


at Nicolet, whence they fell down the river by night, 


and paſſed to the other ſide, with the hope of being able 
to make a ſudden attack before day-break. But general 
Frazer having received intelligence of their approach, 


immediately landed a body of troops and ſome field pieces, 


: and prepared to receive them. Genera] Neſbit, at the 
fame time, poſted his detachment in their rear. After a 
furious, but ineffectual onfet, their only reſource was 
flight. Neſbit's corps kept the river ſide to prevent their 
'eſcape to the boats, while Frazer's, in purſuit, galled 


them ſeverely with their light artillery. Between both, 


they were driven for ſome miles through a deep ſwamp, 
which they traverſed with inconceivable toil, and in con- 
ſtant danger: The Britiſh troops at length grew tired 
of the purſuit, aud the woods afforded the exhauſted 


vb 


enemy 


1 


FVV Ae tv £776 | 
informed that the affair of the Cedars was a os, I [ 
why do not they rather fulfil the cartel than 

huoſtages remain in the hands of a mercileſs enemy? or do 
they regard their troops only while the heavens make them 
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enemy a wiſhed-for ſhelter. The firſt and ſecond in 
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VII. This was the laſt appearance of vigour ſhewn _ I 
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by the provincials in Canada. General Carleton having 


atrived next day (June 9) at Trois Rivieres, the whole ; 1 
army puſhed forwards by land and water with great ex- 


pedition. When the fleet arrived at Sorrel, they found 
the enemy had abandoned that place ſome hours before, 


_ diſmantled the batteries which they had erected to defend 
the entrance into that river, and had carried off their 
artillery and ſtores. A ſtrong column was here landed _ 
under the command of general Burgoyne, with orders to 
advance along the Sorrel to St. John's, whilethe remain- 


der of the army and fleet ſailed up the river to Longueil, 


the place of paſſage from the iſland- of Montreal to La 


Prairie on the continent. Here they diſcovered that the 
rebels had abandoned the city and ifland of Montreal on 

the preceding evening. The army was immediately 
landed on the continent, and marching by La Prairie, 


_  crofled the peninſula formed by the St. Lawrence and the 
_ Sorrel, in order to join general Burgoyne at St. John's, 
where they expected that a ſtrong reſiſtance + would be 


made. That general having purſued his march without 


_ intermiſſion, arrived at St. John's on the evening of the 
- Eighteenth, but found the buildings in flames, and nearly 
every thing deftroyed that could nat be carried off. The 


3 acted in the ſame manner at Chamblee, and 


urned ſuch veſſels as they were not able to drag up the 


rapids in their way to Lake Champlain, where they di- 
realy embarked for Crown Point. 


VIII. The pleaſure of having thus driven the rebels 

out of Canada was ſtill conſiderably checked hy the re- 
ſtraint now laid on the farther operations of the Britiſh 
army. As the enemy were maſters of Lake Champlain, 
it was impoſſible for the troops to proceed to the ſoutb-- 
ward, until fuch a number of veſſels were conſtrued or 
obtained, as would enable them to traverſe that lake with: - _. ; 
lafety. The doing this was a work of time and labour; 
nnn 8 . eee 


al g 
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but the importance of the object in view called fortngn 


three months, a fleet of thirty veſſels, all carrying cann- 
non, was little leſs than created, though a few of the _ 


"on were re-conſtruQtions, having been firſt framed | 
d fent over from Great Britain. The American fleet, 


though not inconſiderable, was by no means equal to. 
cope with this force. It is remarkable that the two fleets  _ 


were commanded by land officers, Carleton and Arnold 
being equally ambitious to ſupport on a new element the 
reputation they had acquired by their military {kill and 
conduct. Early on the eleventh of October, the Britiſh. 
armament, proceeding up the lake, diſcovered the ene- 
my's fleet drawn up with great judgment, in a line ex- 
_ tending from the iſland of Valicourt to the weſtern main. 
A. warm action enſued, but did not prove decifive, as 
che Britiſh ſhips of greateſt force were prevented by the 


unfavourableneſs of the wind from advancing near enough 


to take a part in the engagement. Night coming on, N 


Arnold availed himſelf of its darkneſs to get away undiſ- 

covered, and to ſave his fleet, if poſſible, from impend- 
ing deſtruction. But being eagerly purſued all the next 
day, he was overtaken in the morning of the thirteenth 
within a few leagues-of Crown Point. The action was 
renewed about twelve o'clock, and continued with great 
fury for two hours. Arnold had loſt one of his largeſt 
2 55 0 and a gondola in the firſt engagement: ſuch of his 

veſſels as were moſt a- head now deſerted him, and made 
_ . the beſt of their way to Ticonderoga : only two gallies 
aͤ and five gondolas remained, with which he continued to- 


4 * 3 


Wh 


make the moſt deſperate reſiſtance. At length the Waſh. 
ington galley, commanded by brigadier general Waterby, 


having ſtruck, and Arnold finding it impoſſible to with- 
_ ſtand the ö gat of force and {kill with which he was 
overborne, he ordered his own galley and the five gon- _ 


duolas to be run on ſhore, in fuch a manner as to land his 


men ſafely, and to blow up the veſlels, in ſpite of every 


+ effort of his adverſaries to prevent both. He himlelf Th, 


remained on the deck till his ſhip was actually in flames; 
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and with nice and dangerous attention to the point ß 
. FS Honour, he kept his flag flying to the laſt: moment. 4 
IS Crown Point was immediately abandoned by: the Ame- 
ricans, and all their force concentrated at Ticonderoga; _ 
which being judged too ſtrongly defended to be attacked 
| * at this advanced ſeaſon, general Carleton put his troops 
into winter cantonments in Canada, and general Bur- 


goyne returned to England. 0 e 
IX. While nothing but the rigours of winter ſeemed * 
capable of retarding the progreſs of the Britiſh arms in 
the north, the expedition to the ſouthward, from which 
very beneficial conſequences were expected to ariſe, totally 
failed of effect. It has already been mentioned, that 

| lord William Campbell and Mr. Martin, the governors 
ms  _-of the two Carolinas, had found it neceſſary to take ſhel- 

7 ter from the inſurgents on board the king's ſhips lying 
off the coaſt. | They were not, however, without hopes 
Ol ſeeing their reſpective provinces ſoon reduced to he 

dience by the timely exertions vf the mother country.,— 

They knew that a ſtrong ſquadron of men of war, with 

a large body of land forces was to be ſent out early to 
_ the ſouthern colonies, and that general Clinton, with a 

ſmall detackment, had left Boſton in December, to meet 
them at Cape Fear. Mr, Martin in particular omitted 
no ſcheme which the moſt active zeal and ingenuity could 

[ſuggeſt for ſecuring a number of adherents in the interior 
parts of the country, to co-operate with the Britiſh forces. 
He had, by means of his emiſſaries, formed a junction 
between ſome Scotch emigrants, and a band of reſolute 

_ enruly men called Regulators, who had long lived in a 
' © ſort of ſavage independence, deriving their chief ſuſte. 
F _ nance from the chace. But it being neceſſary to embodỹyx 
all the ſcattered parties of the loyaliſts in the month of 
| January, as the only chance of keeping them ſteady in 
_. = their intentions, and the force which was to countenance 

. and ſupport them not arriving in time, they were ſur- 

rounded before the end of February by large parties of 

. the provincial troops and militia; moſt of their leaders 
and ſeveral of their braveſt men were killed or taken 
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A 
tin ſquadron did not arrive for a | _ 
This fatal delay was owing to a ſingular circumſtances — | 
PDhbe ſhips of war and tranſports. had been ſent round to © 
' Cork in the beginning | 
- _ - ſome proviſions and the troops deſtined for the ſervice. 
But the lord lieutenant of Ireland forming a very unſea- 


dime was loſt n 


_ the fleet did not fail till the twelfth of February 
Sir Peter Parker went out as commodore, and the land 
forces were under the orders of lord Cornwallis. After 
a a long voyage of near three months, occaſioned by the 


the third of May. General Clinton | 
for them with the utmoſt anxiety, immediately took the 
command of the troops, and iflued a proclamation, in- 
viting the inhabitants of the ſeveral colonies to return to 
their allegiance, and to place themſelves under the pro- _ 
tect ion of the Britiſh government. But the force and 
ſpirits of the loyaliſts were ſo entirely broken by their late 
_ - misfortune, that no public avowal of their ſentiments - 
nor any farther efforts could be reaſonably expected from 
them, unleſs they ſaw the 11 
and the royal ſtandard erected in the heart of the country. 


ſouthern provinces would take up ums in favor of | 
Great Britain; in which caſe he was to have left a body | 

© of troops | | 
the remainder of his forces to New York, by ſuch time 
dds it was probable general Howe would get there from 
Halifax, to begin the grand operations of the campaign. 
Th be late arrival of the fleet from Ireland precluded any 
lo experiments on the temper of the people; but ge- 
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of the winter, to take on board 


purpole inſerted. 
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getting a clauſe for that 


in a bill afterwards paſſed by the Irifh 
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improper lateneſs of their depart ure, all the fleet, except _ 
a fem ſhips, reached Cape Fear-in North Carolina, on 


„ Who was waiting 


power of the rebels cruſhed, 


to aſſiſt the well affected, and to proceed with 


oy 


* 


7 Clinton reſolved to try the event of an attack on 
harleftown, the capture of which might, he hoped,” 
/ fy er 
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be effected within the time allowed by his inſtructions, 
and would alſo make amends for every other diſap- ö 
pointment, as the trade carried on from that city was 
the great ſupport of the funds for giving vigour to re- 
bellion in all the ſouthern colonies. In purſuance f 
| this reſolution, the whole fleet ſet fail for Charleſtorn 
the laſt day of May, and came to anchor off the bar on - 
| the fourth of June. Prior to their approach, the city _ 
- had been put into a ſtrong poſture of defence; works were 
| thown up on Sullivan's Iſland, mounted with thirty 
pieces of cannon, in a very advantageous eee 5 
commanded the channel of Charleſtown harbour: the 
militia of the province were collected in great numbers 
| for the defence of the metropolis: and Lee, who had 
carefully watched all general Clinton's motions ſince his 
departure from Boſton*, was now encamped with a con- 
 fiderable body of forces on-the continent, at tlie back and 
to the northward of Sullivan's Ifland with which he 
held a communication by a bridge of boats. The Br: 
tiſh troops diſembarked on Long Iſland, a little to the 
eaſtward, where they conſtructed with all poſſible diſe - _ 
_ patch two batteries of cannon and mortays to anſwer thoſe - 
of the enemy, and to co-operate with the floating batte= 
ries deſtined to cover their paſſage over a ſmall creek _ 
that ſep>rated the two iſlands. The works being com. 
pleted and every thing ſettled between the commanders __ 
by ſea and land, the Thunder bomb, covered by the 
Friendſhip armed ſhip, took her ſtation in the morning 
* Soon after general Clinton ſailed from Boſton, - 
Lee ſet out with a ſtrong detachment: to ſecure New _ 
York againſt an . attack. Having ſuc- | 
ceeded in that object, general Clinton could not but 
de ſurpriſed, at his arrival in Virginia, to find Lee 
in potleſſion, and in the ſame ſtate of preparation in 
which he had left him at New York. Upon his de- 
parture for Cape Fear, Lee traverſed the continent = 
with the utmoſt expedition, to fecure North Carolina: ' 7? 
and at length upon the farther progreſs of the fleet and 
army to the ſouthward, Lee again proceeded with _ 
equal eclerity to the defence of Charleftown: ' of 
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to be terribly raked. It is ſaid that her quarter deck 
Was at one time cleared of everyperſon but the commodore, 
who ſtood alone, a ſpectacle of intrepidity and firmneſs, 
which have ſeldom been equalled, never ſurpaſſed. The 
The Actæon could not be got off, and was burnt 
by the officers and crew the next morning, to prevent 


a6: e ⅛¾d(ꝙʒ;, - A p. 1776, . 
of the twenty eighth of June, and com nencell the attack 


dy throwing ſhells at the fort as the fleet advanced. A. 
bout eleven o'clock, the Briſtol which was the commo- 
dore's ſhip, and the Experiment, both of fifty guns, 


with the Active and Solebay frigates® brought up di- 


realy againſt the fort, and began a furious eannonade, 


which was returned with equal fury and with more ef- 
feet, on account of the ſuperior advantages of the enemy. 
The Sphynx, Actæon, and Syren frigates were ordered . 
to the weſtward to take their ſtation between the end of 
the iſland and Charleſtown, ſo as to enfilade the works 
of the fort; to cut off, if poſſible, the communication 
between the forces on the continent, and the garriſon in 


the iſland; and to prevent any attempts that might be 
made by fireſhips or otherwiſe to interrupt the grand at- 
tack. But unfortunately, through the unſkilfulneſs of 
the pilate, they were entangled in ſome ſhoals where all 
three ſtuck; and though two of them were in ſome time 
with damage and difficulty got off, it was then too late, 
and they were beſides in no condition to execute the in- 
tended ſ{ervice*. The failure of that part of their deſign 
which had for its object the cutting off all communica- 
tion between the iſland and the continent, may be ſaid to 


have deeided the fate of the day; for between one and 


two o'clock, the fire from the fort ſlackened for want of 


ammunition, nor could it be renewed till the garriſon re- 


ceived a freſh ſupply from Lee's cainp. After that 


pauſe, the cannonade was continued without intermiſſion 
till night. The Briſtol and Experiment, being moſt 

pointed at, appeared like wrecks upon the water, The 
. 1 of the former ſhip's cables being cut by the ſhot, . 


e lay expoſed in ſuch a manner to the enemy's fire, as 


her falling into the hands of the enemy. others 
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dleſtruction. 
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others on that deck were all either killed, or carried down &. 


to have their wounds dreſſed. _ The heroic valour of r 
tain Morris correſponded well with that of his commo- _ 


dore. Afﬀter receiving a number of wounds, which 
would have ſufficiently juſtified any man in retiring 


from his ſtation, he nobly diſdained to quit his duty, un- 
til his arm being at length ſhot off, he was carried away 


in a condition which did not afford a poſſibility of reco- 
very. Above a. hundred of the crew were killed or 


ſeamen looked frequently and impatiently to the eaſtward, 
ſill expecting to ſee the land forces advance from Lo 


' Iſland, drive the rebels from their intrenchment, an- 


march up to ſecond the attack upon the fort. The at- 


tempt, indeed, had been made, but was found impracti- 


cable. The ereek in the rear of the fort, though in ge- 
neral fordable, was at this time, through a long conti- 


nuance.i of eaſterly winds, deep and dangerous. Sir 


Henry Clinton and ſeveral other officers waded up to 
their ſhoulders, and then, on finding the depth of water 
increaſe, * thought it madneſs to proceed any farther. 


Every other effort of co-operation was alſo exerted by 

the general, though to very little purpoſe. The moment 
the fleet began firing, the batteries on Long Iſland open- 
ed. In about an hour after, the light infantry, grena- 


- wounded : ner was the loſs much leſs on board the Ex- |, 
periment. During this dreadful and obſtinate conflict, the 


diers, and fifteenth regiment embarked in boats, the - | 


floating batteries and armed craft getting under way at 
the ſame time to cover their landing on Sullivan's Ifland. 


But they were quickly ordered back, the approaches be- 


ing found fo difadvantageous, and ſo much under the 


immediate command of the enemy's guns, that their 


the army being at that time unknown to the brave com- 


FTT 


He 


Theſe cauſes of the ſeeming inactivity of 


| batants on board the fleet, they could not help teeling 8 
much diſappointment, though it did not flacken their 
aſtoniſhing exertions. At length the tide of ebb being 


nearly ſpent, which was rather an alarming circumſtance - 
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V ee Hr A. Do 1766 © 
z it would have been impoſſible to get the ſhips back 
poyer the bar at low water, and fir Peter Parker perceiv- © | 
ing that all hope or poſſibility of ſucceſs was at an end, 
 _ he withdrew his ſhattered veſſels between nine and ten 
9 o'clock in the evening, from an engagement which had 
been ſupported with fuch extraordinary courage and vi- 
__ gour for above ten hours, and which the aſſailants, though 
worn down with fatigue and reduced by loſs, were ſtill 
. unwilling to diſcontinue. In a few days after, orders 
were iſſued for the troops to embark on board the tranſ- 
ports; and on the twenty firſt of July the army failed for 
1 New York, under convoy of the Solebay frigate, the reſt 
pol the fleet being under the neceſſity of delaying a little 
d ĩͤ %% 
X.I. In the ſketch before given of the plan of the pre- 
ſent campaign, ſome remarks were made on its three 
principal objects, the relief of Quebec, the recovery of 
1D 15 3 colonies, or OR yer diverſion from the 
ſiupport of the common cauſe, and the grand expedition 
5 95 New Vork. The event of the two former at- 
tdtempts, which may be called with ſome propriety the 
Collateral parts of this plan, has juſt been deſoribed. on 
--- __ the third, far ſurpaſling the others in magnitude and im- 
portance, the greateſt 8 0 of ſucceſs were not unrea- 
_ fonably founded. The iſlands, which conſtitute ſo large 
2 part of the province of New Vork, were expoſed on all 
. ſides to the eaſy deſcent of troops, and to the direct at- 
' tacks of a naval armament. The central ſituation of the 
province made it alſo a deſirable inlet to the ſurrounding 
_ colonies. The war could be carried on with equal faci- 
lity either in Connecticut and the continent of New York 
on the eaſtern fide, or in New Jerſey and from thence to 
Penſylvania on the weſtern, ſo as to leave it in the power 
.___ of the Britiſh commander to preſcribe the ſcene of action, 
and to quit it when he liked in perfect ſecurity, To 
crown theſe. and many other local advantages, E 
I land, which is very fertile in all kinds of corn, and 
aahbounded with herds and flocks, was deemed almoſt equal 
m itſelf to the maintenance of an army. Theſe inviting 
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A. B. 1976-  <Gcorcet n. 099 
eircumſtances would have probably tem ted general Howe. 

to make a deſcent on that iſland, after he left Boſton, in- 

ftead of purſuing his voyage to Halifax: but his troops 
Were too much weakened by ſickneſs, and by the effects 
of their former long confinement and barn 


g duty, to 


be fit for immediate action; nor were they in other re- 


 ſpefts ſufficiently provided. Inſtead, therefore, of riſk- 
ing the ſuccels of ſo important an enterpriſe by a prema- 


= ture attempt, general Howe determined to go to Halifax, 


and there wait for the recovery of his own men, and the 
arrival of reinforcements. But after a long ſtay of above 
two months, growing impatient as the ſummer advanced, - 
and being probably urged by the ſcarcity of proviſions, 


he left Halifax the eleventh of June, and, on the twenty 


ninth, reached Sandy Hook near New York, where he 
was met by major general Tryon, the late governor, who 


gave him a full account of the ſtate and diſpoſition of the 


rovince, as well as of the ſtrength of the enemy. Find 


| img all the approachable parts of New York and Long 


_ Iflands in a powerful ſtate of defence, he proceeded to 
Staten Iſland, which being of leſs value and conſequence -_ 
was leſs attended to, and where he landed without oppo- 

ſition on the third of July. The ſuccours from England, 


and the armament which was to co-operate with him, 


*% 


did not arrive for a week after. The naval force was 
under the command of his brother lord Howe, who had 


alſo been appointed jo nt commiſſioner with the general, | 
under the late act of parliament, for reſtoring peace to 
America. It was thought that conciliating propoſals * | 


would derive ſome increaſe of popularity from being con- 
veyed through the medium of two officers, whoſe gallant 
brother had, in the former war, gloriouſly fallen at Ti. 
conderoga in defence of the colonies. But gratitude was 
never yet known to take root in a republican ſoil; and 
the artful leaders of the rebellion had been lately too ſuc- 
celsful in their endeavours to preclude the poſſibility of 


reconcilement. 1 e 

XII. On the fifteenth of May, the congreſs had ta. 

key an opportunity of feeling the general pulſe of the 
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pesple, and of preparing them for the declaration of in? 
dependency which was to follow, by a kind of circular © {| 
manifeſto to the ſeveral colonies, Sating the cauſes which 
rendered it, as they ſaid, neceſlary,: that all authority 
Ander the crown ſhould be totally ſuppreſſed, and all the 
powers of government taken reſpectively into their own _ 
hands. Penſylvania and Maryland ſeemed particularly 
_ averſe to the propoſed ſeparation from the parent ſtate. 
The queſtion was debated with great warmth in the pro- 
vincial aſſembly of the former, and then referred to their 
. conftituents, by whom, however, it was decided in fa-=. 
vour of the recommendations of congreſs. In Mary- 
land, the delegates were inſtructed by a large majority 
of the aſſembly e e declaration of independency; 
which they accordingly did; and having given their votes, 
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return, and the aſſembly were alſo compelled to rati ä 

the important reſolution. Every obſtacle being thus ſur- 1 
mounted either by threats or intrigues, the congreſs, a. 

_ ſuming a new title, and ftiling themſelves the repreſen- 

_ __ tatives'of the United States of America, publiſhed on the 
fourth of July a ſolemn „„ thoſe ſtates to be 


3 ee, Hans abſolying them from all allegiance 
dss the Britiſh crown; and renouncing all political con- 
nestion with the mether countr v. 
XIII. Lord Howe was very much chagrined to find 
that this ſtep had been taken before his arrival, as it 
threw a new and almoſt inſurmountable obſtacle in the 
- way of any treaty. His lordſhip, however, reſolved to 
A ſupplement to the Declaration of Independency 
was publithed by the congreſs on the fourth of October 
following, under the title of Articles of Confederation 
and perpetual Union between the thirteen ſpecified 
ſtates, laying down an invariable ſyſtem of rules or 
laws for their government in all public caſes with re- 
fſpect to each other in peace or war, and alſo extending 
to their commerce with foreign nations. Theſe arti- 
cles received, as ſoon as the neceflary forms would 
Permit, the ſeparate ratification , . 2 


withdrew. A body of the people ſoon obliged them to 


as = i} b . a Ko UB . / A 
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Eo majeſty ; and to grant general or particular pardons to all 


him alſo, touching upon the above: mentioned points; 


3 ; * 


3 


01325960 eie +. ß 
make ſuch efforts as yet remained, to bring about an ac- : 
coramodation. His firſt act, on the fourteenth of July 
Was to fend aſhore, by a flag, a circular letter to the te- 
veral late governors” of the colonies, acquainting them 
with his civil and military powers, and deſiring that they 
would publiſh as generally as poſſible, for the informa- 
tion of the people, a declaration which accompanied the 


letter. In this piece, he fully explained the nature f , 


his commiſſion and of the authority with which his bro- 
ther and he were inveſted, under the late act of parliament, 
to declare any colony or diſtri& to be at the peace of his 


thoſe who, in the tumults and diſaſter of the times, 
- might have deviated from their juſt allegiance, and who 
were willing, by a ſpeedy return-to their duty, to reap. 
the benefits of the royal favor. It alſo promiſed that a 
due conſideration ſhould be had to the ſervices of all per- 
ſons who contributed to the reſtoration of the publie - 
tranquillity. The circular letter and the declaration 1 
peared in all the newſpapers by the order of congreſs, 
with a preface or comment artfully calculated to coun- 
teract the effect of both. Dr. Franklin, who had refided 
for ſome years in England as agent for the colonies of 
Maſſachuſets and Penſylvania, being now a leading 
member of the congreſs, lord Howe addreſſed a letter to 


expreſſing a hope and a wiſh to find in America the ſame 
diſpoſition for peace that he brought with him; and con- 
cluding with requeſting the doftor's aid to accompliſh 
this defired end. The doctor, in reply, informed his 
lordſhip, that, preparatory to any propoſitions of amity 
or peace, it would be required that Great Britain ſhould 
acknowledge the independence of America, defray the 
- "expences of the war, and indemnify the colonies for burn- 
ing their towns“. This, however, he ſtated to be only 
oo ow rt ang 1 a EE „5 5 his 
The only town, beſides that of Norfolk, which 
was ſet fire to by the. Britiſh ſhips of war, was Fal- 
mouth in Maflachuſet's Bay, Which had provoked an 
Gn DES 2g „„ 


\ 


5 bY 12 g : 28 * Me"? « * 7 * © 2 —— : I CE . 81 
* i 3 . 5 . * L 2 : . C * 0 © "£6. 9 1 
2 - 8 J x WIS» KS! F 4 2% , x ate I . I 2 5, 2 8 
4 8 . ( n 'V * 77 'f + ENG ds Dn TH kN bit * $ | 8 
15 3 5 * , . . 8 n * N N I 3 
* S's ; :, N 1 Now % 
* "LY SR 8 * Sx 427 4 . J " » 8 
A 4 1 . ” * * 2 bo BET 45% g\ * Y 9 2 * 
5 * * 8 7 1 7 . 
＋ % Y F — 2 : - . 
3 8 ; d 0 * £ 


ALES, FX 
+ * 4 : g 0 
55 g 
y 5 : a 
1 * 
1 


W’; n ⁵ ůvuvͥns - Ai Dork. i 

huis priyate opinion, and not authoriſed by thoſe to whom 

A correſpondence was opened at the ſame time with ge- 
neral Waſhington, but to as little purpoſe. Lord Howe 
and his brother, unwilling to accede to ſuch ſtrange pre- 

_ .Jiminaries as doctor Franklin pointed out, and ſeeing, 
from the declaration of independence; and the vigorous 
Preparations of the enemy, that nothing leſs would be ac- 

3 reſolved to commence hoſtilities without farther 


XXIV. The troops under general Clinton from the 
ſouthward, and ſome regiments from Florida and the 
Weſt Indies, having joined the grand army, which now 

© amounted to near thirty thouſand men, the operations 
began on the twenty ſecond of Auguſt. A detach- _ 
ment of four thouſand men was firſt embarked, and hay- 
ing landed without reſiſtance on'{the ſouth weſtern extre- 
mity of Long Iſland, they were ſoon. followed by the 
 _reſt of the army and artillery. On the oppoſite fide near 
ttke village of Brooklyn, within view of New Yorkgga 
lllarge body of Americans, to the number of fifteen thou- 
land, were ftrongly poſted, under the command of ge- 
neral Sullivan, aſſiſted by general Putnam and ſome ot 
able officers. His lines extended on the left to the Eaſt 
ERiver which ſeparated him from New Vork: he was ſe- 
ceured on the right by a marſh reaching to an inlet of the 
lea called Gowan's Cove; and he had Governor's Iſland 
| and a bay to the rear of his encampment. Between the 
armies was a range of hills covered with wood, inter- 
ſlecting the country from eaſt to weſt; through theſe hills 
are three paſſes, one to the weſtward, called the Nar- 
| rows; a ſecond nearly in the centre, taking its name 
from the village. of Flat-buſh; and the third bending to 
tt:e eaſt towards the town of Bedford, on which fide 
there was a road leading round the extremity of the 
hills to a plantation called Jamaica. Theſe defiles were 
attack by ſimilar cauſes of offence. But what pretext 
had the American army for the wanton acts of devaſ- 


ttlation and hoſtility they committed in Canada? N 
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'- guarded by numerous parties; and the heights behind 
| them were occupied by about two thirds: of the whole 


body of forces, who had been detached from the camp =} 
t obſtruct the progreſs. of the Britiſh, army. Gene- 
ral Howe, having formed his plan, ſtationed general _ = 
Grant at the BT of the left wing to guard the coaſt, 2} 
and to attempt a paſſage through the Narrows : . general 
De Heiſter, with the Heſſians, was ordered to the cen 
5 tral poſt at Flat-buſh: and it being deemed practicable, 2 
3 from the report of general Clinton and Sir William Erſ- 
- *Kine who had reconnoitred the poſition of the enemy, to 
turn their left, the commander in chief reſolved to make 
the attempt himſelf with the right wing, conſiſting of 
2 a ſtrong advanced corps under general Clinton, ſupport= 
| - ed by the Brigades under lord Percy. .. This diyviſion 
| ſetting off about nine in the evening of the twenty ſixtj, 
and croſling the country by Flat-Lands,.eahly made 
=_ themſclves maſters of the eaſtern paſs, which, on ac- 4 
count of its great diftance, had been rather neglected by 
the enemy. Inſtead of ſecuring it by a ſtationary force, 
they had contented themſelves with ſending out occa- 5 
ſional patroles of cavalry to watch it: one of theſe be. 
ing intercepted by a Britiſh advanced guard, the pass 
was gained without any alarm being communicated to 
| the Americans. At nine o'clock in the morning tjʒe 
Britiſn troops reached Bedford. An attack was im 
mediately begun on the enemy's left: they made but a 
feeble reſiſtance, and retired from the woody grounds to 
their lines, into which they threw. themſelves in exi- 
dent confuſion. ' As ſoon as the firing from this quarter 
was heard, general De Heiſter, with a column of Hef- 
ſians, . poured upon their center; and, after a warm en- 
gagement, forced them to take ſhelter in the woods, 
with the loſs of three pieces of cannon. General Grant's 
column, which had marched from the Narrows by the 
edge of the bay in the-courſe of he: Es and had 
driven the advanced guard of the enemy from a ſtrong _ 
_ pals where they were poſted, began a very-furious can- 
nonade upon them early in the niorning, in order to di- 
) ls e 
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all the danger lay. They returned the fire with great 


3 


ſpirit and perſeverance till they received news of the to- 


tal rout of the reſt of their army. Upon this, they fled 
in the utmoſt diſorder: à few ſmall parties took to the 


woods: but the 3 number attempted to make their 


eſcape through the marſh at Gowan's Cove, where ma- 


ny were drowned, and ſome periſhed more miſerably in 
the mud. Had general Grant made'a rapid movement 


to the edge of the moraſs, they muſt all have been killed 


or taken priſoners. © But general Howe was much more 


|  * blamable for not purſuing the advantages gained on his 
 _ fide. With cold and dilatory caution he checked his 
brave men in the career of ſucceſs, and reſtramed them 


tom attacking the American lines, which in all proba- 


. 


bility would have been quickly forced in the confterna. 5 


tion of the moment. But thoiſgh the victory was not 


fo deciſive as it might have been, owing to thoſe reftric- 
tions impoſed by the commander in chief, yet the 


Joſs of the Americans was conſiderable. | Very near 


two thouſand of them were killed or drowned; and 
About half that number, including three of their gene- 


VXOVW! . It is curious to hear general Howe's 


ms, Sullivan, Stirling and Udell, with ten other field | 
Sir, were made priſoners. 'The Britiſh and Heſſiah | 


ps had not in a 
ed wounded. 


above ſeventy killed, and about two 


not permitting his forces to exert their manifeſt ſuperi- 


drity. As it was apparent, faid he, © that the tines 
muſt become ours at a very cheap rate, by regular : p- 


proaches, I would not riſk the loſs that might have 


fuſtained in the aſſault, and ordered them back to a hol- 
low way out of the reäch of the muſketry.”” The ene- 
my were much more obliged to him than his own men 
for this extraordinary tenderneſs. General Waſhington, 
who had paſſed over from New York during the engage- _ 


ment, and who is ſaid to have burſt into a poignant ex- 


clamation of grief, when he beheld the inextricable de- 
ſtiruction in which ſome of his beſt troops e 


1 Nack 
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ei aw» 1996. |} 
vert their attention from their left wing and rear where 
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and the like fate impending over the remainder, now ſaw 
a ſudden. ray of hope ſhoot through theſe glooms from 


the unaccountable hackwardneſs of the Britiſh com- 
mander. While the latter was therefore preparing his 
regular approaches, having next day broken ground in 
form within ſix hundred yards of the neareſt redoubt, ge- 


.neral Waſhington effected a retreat in the night of the 


twenty. ninth, with ſuch wonderful filence, fecrecy, and 


order, that the Engliſh army did not perceive the leaſt 


— 
1 


* 


motion, and were ſurpriſed in the morning at finding the 
lines abandoned, and ſeeing the laſt of the enemy's rear- 


guard in their boats and out of danger. The only ad- | 
vantage which general Howe derived from his firlt day's 


victory and his ſubſequent caution, was the inglorious - 
- acquiſition of the deſerted works of Brooklyn. | | 


XVI. Soon after this tranſaction, general Sullivan 
was ſent upon parole, with a verbal meſſage from lord 
Howe to the congreſs at Philadelphia, importing, that 


though he could not at preſent treat with them in a legal 


character, yet he was deſirous of conferring with ſome 


of the members as private gentlemen. He ſaid, that he 
| . had, in conjunction with the general, full powers to com- 


promiſe the diſpute between Great Britain and America 


on terms advantageous to both; the obtaining of which 


had detained him near two months, and prevented his 
arrival before the declaration of independency had taken 


place: that he wiſhed a compact might be ſettled at this 
time, when no deciſive blow was. ſtruck, and neither 
party could ſay they were compelled to enter into the 


agreement: that if the congreſs were diſpoſed to treat, 
many things which they had not yet aſked might and 


| ought to be granted to them: and that if, upon the con- 


4 


ference, any probable ground of accommodation appeared, 
the authority of congreſs muſt of courſe be afterwards 
acknowledged, in order to render the compact complete. 
The congreſs returned for anſwer, „ that being the re- 
Prefentatives of the free and independent ſtates of Ame- 


rica, they could not with propriety ſend any of their 


members to confer with hislordſhip in their private cha- 
„ „„ 3 racters; 
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' raRers; but that ever defirous of eſtabliſhing peace n 
- reaſonable terms, they would ſend a committee to know {| 
Whether he had any authority to treat with perſons au- 
thorized by congreſs, and what that authority was, and 
. __ to hear ſuch propoſitions as he ſhould think fit to make. 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge being 
a accordingly appointed, 'waited upon lord Howe at Staten 
Iſland. Bur no advantage was likely to acerue to the 
mother country from ſuch a committee, the members of 
it being men whoſe principles were violent in the ex- 
treme, and who ſought every opportunity of a: the 
arent ſta e to the moſt humiliating ſituations. They 
0 efuſed to act in any other character than as a committee 
Jaeputed by congreſs; but ſaid they were ready to hear 
lord Howe's propoſals. He told them, that the moſt 
ardent wiſh of the king and government of Great Bri- 
. tain was to put an end to the preſent unhappy differences; 
and that, in order to accompliſh this deſire, every act of 
WW parliament which had been thought obnoxious to the co: 
= lonies ſhould undergo a reviſal, and every juſt cauſe f 
complaint ſhould be removed, if they would declare their 
willingneſs to ſubmit to the Britiſh government. 'The 
8 gentlemen of the committee replied, that an acknowledg- 
muent of the ſuperiority of Great Britain could not now 
ES. d: they endeayoured to juſtify the conduct of 
the colonies, and to throw all the blame of ſeparation on 
© the mother country: they ſaid, that even if the congreſs 
_._ wiſhed to replace America in her former ſituation, they 
had not the power to do ſo; for the declaration of in- 
dependency had been made in conſequence of the collected 
voice of the whole people, by whom alone it could be 
_ invalidated and aboliſhed but, they added, though the 
Americans defired not to return under the domination of 
England, yet they were willing to enter into any treaty 
that could be deemed advantageous to both countries. 
On receiving this anſwer, lord Howe put an end to the | 
conference; and the deputies, on their return to congreſs, 
made their report, that hislordſhip's commiſſion appeared 
tdt8C0 them to contain no other authority of importance than 
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was-compriſed. in the act of parliament; for as to the 


power of inquiring into the ſtate of America, and tranſ- 


mitting the reſult of ſuch inquiry to England, they ap. 
| 5 ed any expectation from the effect of ſuch à power 
would have been too precarious for America to have re- 


lied upon, had ſhe ſtill continued in her ſtate of depen- 


dance. Lord Howe, on his part, publiſhed a declaration 


anſwer returned by the committee to his offers of recon- 


ciliation, he acquainted them that the parent ſtate was 
ready to receive into its boſom and protection all Wb 
might be willing to return to their former obedience,— 
But this declaration had no great effect; for thoſe wha _ 
| reſolved to accede to nothing ſhort of an acknowliedgment 
of the independence of America, had acquired the ſole 
management of affairs, and had concentered in themſelyes 


all the powers and reſources of the country. 


XVII. It now. became the duty of the Engliſh com 


e 7 5 
„ 
11 * * 


miſſioners to endeavour to make amends for their failure 


in their civil capacity by the vigour of their naval and 


military operations. The royal army being divided only 
by the! af 


teries which had been ere&ed on ſome {mall iſlands be- 
tween the oppoſite ſhores, and from ſeveral] ſhips of war 
judiciouſly ft 


| aſt river, about thirteen hundred yards in breadth, 
from the iſland of New York, where the provincial for- 
ces had taken refuge, were impatient to paſs that narrow 
boundary. After a long and ſevere cannonade from bat- 


ationed to cover the diſeinbarkation of the 


troops, while others kept hovering round, to increaſe _ 


the uncertainty of the real object of attack, a deſcent way 
made, on the fifteenth of September, at Kipp's Bay, 


within three miles of the town of New York, The 
army of general Waſhington being 


mus which connects the peninſula with the continent, ap- 


prehenſions were entertained that the Engliſh general, by 
landing a body of forces in the centre, would cut off the 
communication between them; on which a reſolution _ 
was taken to evacuate the city; and on the actual land. 


8 
„ : 


F 


ſted, part in the 
environs of the Hs and part at Kingſbridge on the iſth- 
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ing of the Britiſn troops at Kipp's Bay, the Americans 
retreated with precipitation and ſome loſs to „ A 
wWuhere they had ſtrong intrenchments. The Engliſh com- 
|  _ mander in chief here let flip another opportunity of ftrik- 
ing a deciſive blow. Inſtead of directing his attention 
to New York, and there waſting the valuable moments 
iin frivolous delay,* he ought to have thrown his arm 
round Kingſbridge, by which means he would have 
<= completely hemmed in the American forces on every fide. 
i A. great deal of time was ſpent in erecting a chain of re- 
F - doubts to cover New Vork; and ſome brigades of Bri- 
ii  tiſh and Heffian troops being left to defend it, the reſt 
of the army at length embarked, on the twelfth of Oc- _ 
tober, in flat-bottomed boats, and landed the ſame _ 
morning near Weſt Cheſter, on the continent towards 
Connecticut, with a view to gain the Tear of general 
WMaſhington's encampment, and thereby force him either 
to hazard a battle, or ſuffer himſelf to be ſurrounded and 
© confined in York Iſland. The American commander, 
alarmed by the remonſtrances of general Lee, who had 
75 As ſoon as the Engliſh had taken poſſeſſion of New - 
If _ York, general Howe and ſome other officers repaired 
td to the houſe ofa Mrs. Murray, with whom they re- 
mained in converſation ſo long, that general Putnam, 
=: with three thouſand five hundred men, was enabled 
to make good his retreat to the main body of the Ame- 
i J JJ 8 
#8 I Thole fortifications were of very little ſervice. 
i 8p One advantage, however, aroſe from the ſtay of the 
_ Britiſh forces at New York. The Americans had re- 
* Tolved, previous to the evacuation of it, to ſet it on fire 
in ſeveral places. But the ſpeed with which they were 
= -obliged to quit it, prevented them from executing their 
dieſign. In fix days after, the attempt was made by 
Fi Tome perſons who had purpoſely ſecreted themſelves 
in the deſerted houſes, and who carried their plan into 
effect with ſuch wicked ſkill, that eleven hundred 
g EE: Houſes, forming nearly a third part of the town, were 
dleeſtroyed ; and the Whole city would have been burned 
dio the ground, had it not "been; for the extraqrdinary 
ek exertions of the military. 3 og 


— 
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army ad vaneed in two columns —— rs be 
American lines, and a part of the left wing ersſſing che 
tiver, attacked an advanded poſt of the . — 8 
emp ment, commanded by general Maedougal, who s 
_ compelled with loſs to retreat to che main army the 
right and center, fortunately: for the Americans, did wee 
quit the ground on Which they had at firſt formedes 
Next day, general Howe obſerving the lines much 
ſtrengthened" by additional works, reſolved to deferbthe 
aſſault till the cy of ſome troops he bad left on OR 5 
of iland, he joining him at the expected time; he mae 
N new diſpoſitions for ſtorming the American” intrench- 
ment on the laſt day of October; but inceſſaut rains 
Pre vented the execution of his plan, and in the night of 
the firſt of November, Waſhington drew off his troops, 
and took another and ſtill fir onger poſition amidſt the 
woods: and highlands; - bordering, on tbe North Caſtle 
diſtrict. General Howe, perceiving that the nature of 
'Y the ang do page hot eee 1 the Th mi kt 
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| | 5 5 bh 5 North river, 1 to which was fort Ion on 
ide. Colonel 


35 eee &ropg poſt, which the Americans, con- 
trary to the earneſt pi, of Lee, oce 1 deter 


the commander of the for 


1 5 nefuſing to Spd 3s to general Howe's ſummons _ 55 


fifteenth of November; it was carried ſword. in hand by. 
à furious aſſault the next morning. e of the 

| royalanmy in Killed and wounded amounted to 
5 dura that of the garriſon to near — 


ee On this acquiſition, lord Cornwallis Was 
K with a ſtrong body of forces to form the in 
Veſtment of fort Lees Wk found it already abandoned Dy. - 
dhe garxiſon, who retired. with ſuch precipitation as to 
leave behind them their artill wal ve proviſions, and ſtores. 
_ General /Wathingtan, who the North rivers 
Vith a view to the protection of . province of ae 
nom found himſelf compelled to retreat with à very di- 
l force to Newark, whence he fell back, on the 4 
® ach of lord Cornwallis, to neee afin 
e the very N that his lor 2 — 17 75 
As the b. of lord Cornwallis s 9 
| Brunſwick b FEE: a forced march, on the firlt-of: eee „ 


more. chan two thouſand. who, were made. 


| f „ 0 ington retreated. to Prince Town, having 
„ En. — — vu the bridge erected there. gk x the 


. Ratitop, As the ene of his lordſhip. were pgſitive not 
td advance beyond Brunſwick, he — 5 ſent 1 to 
the commander in chief, exp 6 hg ſanguine hopes, that 
8 à continued purſuit Fr could entirely dilſperſe the 
. army. under general Waſnington, and ſeize his- heavy 
baggage and art illery baſore de could paſs the Delaware. 

_ But general Howe would net woke his order, ay ug 
only hat he would join his lordſhip immediately. Al 
mot a week,  howeyer, elapſed betore this junction te K 
Pla de, nor was any vigorous effort then Uſed, to. recover. 
5 oft time. On the ſeyenth of December the Brig th arm 
e Jing of om len 
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 iſlanes' Vet the Britiſh troops were det 


for his enemy to make Kis eſcape: PLES | | . 8 au” 2 e LE Lg . 
XIX. During this memorable retr 
am general Lee, at the head of a conſiderable body 


of kroope, had followed the track ef lord Cornwallis} s: 7 
but at too great a. diſtance to be of any ſervice to the Ig 1 


commander in chief. It ſeemed as if his proud ſpirit, 


hien could brock no ſuperiority, wedd homes 4 
gratifſed by the totaFdefeat of Wathington, to whom ie 


would probably have ſucceeded as generaliimo of the 


moſt mortifying diſgrace ſprace now awaited him. On 
thirteenth: of De. | 
Morris County, intending to croſs the Delaware: e the 
northward of Trenton, he proceeded with a few-atten= 
dants to the Ane of two or three miles, in order td 

1 and ſtopped at a place called Baſking- ridge 


to breakfaſt.” Colonel Harcourt, Who had been int Zet: 


with a of light horſe to Wateh Lee's motĩons, re- 


ceiving intelligence of his ſituation, inftantly” formed 4 +0 
Plan for cap uring this able officer, ile ö) che Britiſh 7 


army the American Fullauium. Having müde tlie pro- 


* 7 diſpoſitions: to: prevent” Fees” "eſcape; Hare i mY — D 7 : I 
loped up to the houſe wliere the! general” Was at break — 


faſt, ſurpriſed the centinels placed to guard ir, force 


open the door, and made him a priſoner,” 2% Well 4 
1 Heutenan : colonel he had accompanfed him. 


immediately mounted, and conveyed'in f 


8 n by * CE 3 
Prince-town, from which place general Wathington N 
p ; on, with Stirling's Brigade, Had not been gone quite 5 
2 Frenton on the Delaware; -wheve the Amer: 

en embark for Penſylvania, was but twelve nne? 
ined for ſevenn 

teen hours at Prince- town, and marching thence nee 
| - o'clock next morning, got to Trenton at ſour in hs 
afternoon juſt When ehe laſt boat of Waſhington's erh% - = 
| barkation croſſed the river, as if generäl Howe had cal. 
_ culated with the niceſt accuracy; ep pee im „ 
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forees of America. But inſtead of promotion, he . 7 
December, while'his army lay encamped in 3 


* a tr 32 1 x 


| _ . : {3 um and ſucceſs, an American ſquadron of five fi 2 


r 
ene a in the way. mg oa 
2 gle officer priſoner would; in eee ſtances, 1 
been a matter of lo very great moment; but in the pre- 
ſent Rate of the ram Amertean forces, where a general 
e of military {kill prevailed, and the /inex- ; 
pPerienee of theofficers was even à greater grievance: than 
the want of diſcipline in the ſoldiers,” the to of a com- 
mander, whoſe ais of enterpriſe was directed by great 
| Knowledge, of his profeſſion acquired in actual lervice, 
was of the utmaſt importançe, and the more diftreſſing, 
as there Was little room to hope ĩt could be ſoon ſupplied. 
| Walking, not having at this time any priſoner of 
equal rank with Lee, propoſed to exchange fix: field 
© officers for him; or if this was not accepted, e required 
that general Lee ſhould be treated ſuitably ta his ſtation, 
until an 0 portunity offered for a; direct and equal ex- 
change, General Howe did belle then think that Les 
ought to be conſidered as a priſoner of War, but rather 
38 2 deſerter from the ſervice 725 Great Britain; , 
he had reſigned his commiſſion as /a Britiſh officer on the 5 
_- commencement-of-the troubles. He was therefore cloſe) 
ET 3 which afforded the Americans a pretext for 

ſeveral al their ee with. 8 ere de» 
| gre. 0 Tigour,”! | phy e * 1 N FE . 
XX. While the royal army were oye ru 9 tha 
Fe part of the Jerſeys without oppoſition, 


general : 


linton, with two brigades of. Britiſh and two of Hef, . 


_ fan troops, and a ſquadron of ſhips:of war under tho 
| onal fir. E Fakes or wn to make an at- 
tempt upon Rhode Iſland. In this enterpriſe hey f 8 „ 

.  ceeded even beyond expectation; for the rebels having a-. 
bandoned the iſland at their approach, "they I 1 
| poſſeſſion of it without the loſs. of a man, on the very 
day that general Waſhington made bis eſcape 5 ; 
the Delaware. In conſequence alſo of their ſudden r 


n d by one Ho kins, was under the nec ty of 
ing up the er d f —_— i een 
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ado circumſtances attending the e: ane t a 
cenſured as infudieious in che firſt inſtance, and 

able in its ultimate effects. 3 _ — Olin 
by general Howe and hie brothe 

ſtrongly ur; ed that he wigbt rather ve en ro con- 
duct it to the Delaware. Had his Aren been adopted, 
an” 1rr eooverable blow might: have wen to 805 1 
Americans; whereas the poſſeſſion of b Node Iſland an- 
ſwered no other end but Ara berg x great body 
of troops unem ployed: there for three years after. 
XXII. At cle time of general Waſhington's retreat 
over the Delaware, the affairs of the repellious colonies 


5 


b 


* 


ſeemed rapidly verging to à criſis. His army, Which at 5 8 


the opening of the campaign amounted to near thirty 
thouſand men, ee e to a tenth part of that 
number. Whole regiments retired' from the ſervice, 


having been enliſted only for a twelvemonth, and alledg- „ 


ing as an excuſe for their prefent defertions, that it Was 


incumbent on their countrymen to bear an an equal thare' in ; - A 


the ſupport of the common cauſe, © The panic, track By 
the diſaſters at Long Ifland, New Vork, and: — * E 
= with 2 5 ITE 


23 as: Hie T | EE 
great precipitation to Baltimore in Maryland; and ſome 
of the members ſought pardon and ſecurity at the Britiſh 


head quarters. Repeated attempts were made to raiſe 55 4 
che, militia of Penſylvania,—in vain. Three of the f 5 5 — 


cipal citizens of Philadelyhia, in behalf of the 
waited' on congreſs before > ght, and bold 5 
bormeũ them that: they” en veet general 


pak 4 of North eee 255 then the” ſeat of the new. 33A 


EO only waited” for che arrival of the Britiſn 


my, to ſubmit to the mother countrys Event Waſh⸗ 8 3 


ington trembled for the fate of his adored republic, and 
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Z 12 : but finding this. impracticable, and being now-overy — 
8 e e ee the three regiments een 5 
- by 7 Loſsberg, 
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1 many miles, ſo as to compoſe a front at the end vn the. . 


- the diſorder increaſed ; and, abandoning their artillery, © | 


1 removed to. the 2200 yl Rnd? hoves. 453% | 5 - 
ene ſupplied ample materials, which art and 
y. might ſoon have conſtructed into rafts and flo- 


. 7 | i tiles Lomas for the tranſportation. of the troops... But | |. ö 


nothing of: the Vaſt, the . or deciſive appeared FE 
fe — Fern 3 . 
© en ſtopping the Pr 87 c ing our * 5 135 5 

8 as it were, the faculties of his victorious | A | I 
red. the diſgraceful nickname of the mali-, 5 - 


| 5 do... 7 He now ordered them into winter can- 


 tonments,. forming. an ext alive. chain from Brunkvick: | EEE DEE 
to the Delaware, and down the banks. of that river for:: 


Une 1 8 over to Peniylvania. Waſhington, m be-. 
ng Wy of this diſpoſition, exelaumed. in a 

irit of a yi ilant and ſagacious commander, 15. now is: 4 
« time to clip the wings of, the; eee while.th „„ 


at 3 SY 


XXII. Very _ in the morning of the twenty, ow ' | 
of of December a. day purpoſely: ſelected on the 1 e 
the. preceding feſtivity might favor. the project f. 
rs general Waſhington crolled the Delaware, nov |. 
ut extreme e as the river had begun to be 
frozen; and direct! procesding on his march in the © 
mat of a ſtorm of ſow. and hall, reached Trenton b; 
8 Here, about one thouſand fix hundred 1 57 1 
chiefly Heſſians, were ſtationed under the command of 
2 Rahl, who were thrown.into-confuſion at the FAY „ 
S ttack, The colonel himfelf being mortally wounded; ©  {- 


they. attempted to make their. retreat to Princetow nn 


mm a 
90 hauſen, laid down their arms aud . 


: 7 8 . Shen ves priſoners of war; the remainder . 1 
of ee 41 mol elcaping by ay. * ordento OS 
. £7 2 85 8 ; Tay ; $0 
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| e e evening, 1 — 1 
56 Þ 1 . arrying with e g pr „ank 1 
SW, 5 colours ; ; and entered the city of Philadelphia in triumph, = 
J Nothing could have been more critically a- 4 
. e yorable to the repu en cauſe, or more injurious to the . 
"- '\ reputation, as Weil as to the future progrels of the rey. : 
"1, aarmy,'than this. enterpriſe. - The charm. was now: v 
| cillolyed;/and/ it being found by experience, that the: 

4 _ Heſhans in pn whom the enemy had hitherto be- f 
1 * deld with a; fort of terror, were not invincible, great 38 1 


vumbers of the Americans, w 

| ur again mpairedts the andand of their commander,” 
AIZ be victory at Trenton, ſerved allo. to give wonderful © 
| _ _effeft. to an appeal, which the con grels "edi publiſhed: 


about a eig before, to the Ns. ee of th the colo-: - 


5 a : 15 ; 15 nies, the principal objects which were to awaken their 
Attention, remove;their diſpondency, renew their ho 


f | ) and ſpirits, and urge them to forward. the com pletion- : 


plc an army on a regular and lafting ment, It 
don appeared that Io ſingle 2 57 of ſucceſs operated 
more powerfully on the great body of the people than al! 
the other inducements held out to them to enliſt, ſuch. 
as large bounties, the future acquilition. of landed pro- 
5 MN erty » and the promiet foreignalhbanees >; Reinforce. 


„„ ments 

he wy \ Beſides - a bounty of twenty dollars to ongls ſoldier, * 

Td = the time of enliſting, lands were to be allotted at 
the end of the war to the ſurvivors, and to the repre- 


25 


tions from one hundred acres, the ſhare of a 'private 
man, to five hundred, that of a colone] : thoſe, who- 
|} - - _ enlifted for the term of three years,” which was alſo al; 


3 £ 1 lowed as more agreeable to. many than an NPE TY 104 
engagement for the continuance of the war, received 
S | the ſame bounty in money, but were cut out from any 
NM -- Apen of lands: half pay during life was decreed 
n 11 officers,. foldiers, and 'feamen, who were. or 
= Wie be diſabled in action: with regard to aſſiſtance 


kom foreign Rates, congreſs ſaid they had received 


p / * 
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o had deſerted their co- 2 85 


ſentatives of all. who were killed, in liberal propor- N 


: q_ : 7 ou N * al furnaces on that, BAL? . in nudes £2 
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| ae in 40 faſt! from every Ke, that in wow 1 
3 general” Waſhington found himſelf in a condition 
der more bo creſs the Delaware ;/ and lord Cornwallis, | 1 1 
n was actually at New Vork in his way to any. gland. 
was ordered'to re to the defence of the Jer 1 
_ lordſhip finding 8 in that quarter collefed 
' Prince-town: dhe general Grant, nay at 3 
the ſecond. day of the new year, to attack the _— 
ho were ſtrongly poſted at the back of Trenton C : = = 
8 ſeveral ſkirmiſhes'in the approach, a cannonade en- 3 1 

ſued on both ſides Which continued till dark. Lord 1 
r determined to renew the attempt next morn- 
"mg; but general Waſhington, who was far from „„ 
ending to riſk a battle, flently withdrew his army in 1 
the dead of the night, leaving f res burning in his camp, 1 5 
and the uſual patroles to keep up appsarances; and by „ 
; . #cirevitous march arrived juſt before ſun riſe at n—_— 1 = 
Y town. Here the fourth brigade of Britiſh'troops, con- A. Bs 
| 7 Any of t e ſeventeenth, fortieth, and fifty fifth reg 
z 5 N ments, were poſted under the command of lieutenant o- 
bonel Mawhood, who had begun his march in order to + | 
Join lord Cornwallis,” when he fell in with the van-guard „ 
EY of the American army. Though engaged witk afar. 
_ fuperior — oy hs Mawtrod, Ew None. of big. - - 
own Corps, with extraordin antry fought luis way e 
| through the thickeſt ranks of th enemy; ; $7 other re 
= 5 giments makin ſeparate retreats different ads: : : 
they ſuffered, however, very | ſevere] in this unequal _ 
3 [4 = and were in a e eaſure difabled for e 
ö „ - JEFLIEes- 5 e 3 
XXIV. As. on as lord. Fans TH diſc me 
 Walkingron $ mAnQuyre, being alarmed. for. the ſafety „„ 
e he troops and magazines at Brunſwick, he pro. 
doeeded i infiandly to its defence. The Americans-crofled | 
| der to eee this opinion, they nominated mrs 
* of their body, of whom Dr. Franklin was one, com-. 
Y  miffioners: to the court of Verſailles, ts folicit 1 5 ne „„ 
tic propoſe the plan of a . * le „„ 
MF 5 * and 1 hg 
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Wel Jerſey, ſptending his army over the Rariton, 


; the Millſtone ert without any 


eſument of his 
haraſſed' troops, Waſhington overran both Eaſt a " 


penetrating into Eſſex County, where he made 8 77 
ſelf maſter of the coaſt. oppolite to Staten Iſland, by 
_. ſeizing ee Elizabeth-town, and Woodbridge. | He 

fixed ein quarters at Morris-town. This place is 


+ ſituated 50 hills extremely difficult of acceſs. "A 


mne 5 Was in his rear, whence he could: draw ſup» | 
plies, and thraugh which he could at any time ſecure an 
eaſy paſſage over the Delaware, Lord Cornwallis's 
troops were, on the contrary, ver much ſtraitened at 
Brunswick and Amboy, the only poſts which they re- 


tained of all their late extenſive acquiſitions in the Jer- ; 


1 5 ſeys. It was fortunate that both thoſe places liad an 


wie 5 


* 2 communication by ſea with Neu York as „ 
- forage nor proviſions Were ta be procured in any part 0 

55 the adjoining country, but at the price of blood. The 

| licentious ravages of the German ſoldiery, during the 

time they were In poſſeſſion of the province, had excited 

7 d utmoſt reſentment and deteſtation of the inhabitants; 

and the fortune of war now ſeeming to turn againſt them, 


the whole country raſe in arms, and great numbers who 


before had been well affected to the rayal cauſe, as well 
as the neutrals and the wavering, now became its bit- 
he and moſt. determined enemies. Such were the un 
toward events that in the winter damped the hopes of an 
= lately pork irreſiſtible, and ni 1985 the. ny" 
a foregoing pro $'campai be he eg OE TN 
RE TA AT. os tone 

Ty 1 Cauſes of Wks little Emotion, ae the News| ; from 
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of France and Spain checked. for ſore Time by the ſpirited 
is -ſoluttons' of the Britiſh Cabinet. IV. His Majeſty's 
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Lee and "Death'of Lord Pigot— 
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| Rhode Iſland, and exchanged for Lees XXXI. Derr. 


ture ef tbe Britiſh Fleet and Army. fur 3 ” 
_ with another ce. of Sr. W1 an Howe Neglee.ta - * 
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great. Slaughter — — Party of Americans under General _ 


- xe , Lord Cornwailis takes peaceable Poſſeſſion of 


ters at German Town defeated by the Adareſsand = 
repidity of Lieutenant Colonel Muſgrave. eber 1 5 


the Commander in chief and his Army end the ple. & ao e 
Diſſipation aud Indolence, XXXV. Condutt ibe 1 
3 tnjudicioufly committed to General 55 "= ol 
XVI. tis ee 46 the e os xh6-Mialaw f 

, aud li impolitic Maniſeſto. XXXVII. V © 7 
= the . Americans deſtroyed, and the my; of: then: +» 
Arm almoſt entirely Cut: iu thein Flight from Ticondero= 
ga. XXXVIII. "The tedious and baraſſiag Match of the _ 
Britiſh Troops to Fort. Edauard faon. followed by fame fe> 
were. Checks near Benningion/ and at Furt Stanwies | 
> e + 45.0 Well-fought, but - indeciſvve. Alion near Stil. 
Vater; and the northern Army left to its Fate, after an _ 
Atiempt to male a Diwer/ſon in iis Favor e an Expedi- - 
tion e ere RA XL. gin Diftreſſer aud Diſs 

ed in the ing Cataftraphe at 

| Saratgga«::1 
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_ dirs Avvowalof\ a Treaty of Anny, Gommeree,” and Al- 
Lance concluded with America. LI I. Bi. ; founded on 


= Which were ſtill involved in utter dark 
7” The hopes of thoſe, Who approved of vigoroùs meaſures, 


3 eurrendes of the campaigh x" ee therefore vaytious; 
. > of "te mp0! al 0 | tial 


ex ins 55 Dee fo 
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5 an "immediate g of American Indepen 
aud Lord Chatham's Repl be . 5 100 * the lan 


* paid to hir Memo m: r 
Pes may be 20 a lots 1 Ka or to 
account for, the little emotion which the news 
from America in the courſe of ſo important a can 


excited in England. The great diſtance of the ſeat of. 
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war would certainly render its effects leſs intereſting : 
| they would be more ſlightly felt, and, if ever ſo CE 5 


ſant it; could excite no apprehenſion of any immediate dan- 
Ser. As this war allo was not attended with national. 
antipathy or rivalſhip, eſtabliſned enmityy. or even a pre- 


1 competition for glory, it wanted ſome of the ſtrong⸗ 5 


elt ineitemnents to general anxiety for every event. But 
_ theſe were not the ſole, nor the principal cauſes of the 
Heming indifferenee- which at this time Eee rg _ 
. As nothing deciſive had yet been done, 
attention of the people at large was ſuſpended . 
it, and they only looked: fotward to future conſe- 


and Who conſtituted- is 


tat majority of the nation, —_ 
| kept alive, hut not fully 


gtatified/bythe chequered 062 


U celb / to Inc. _ 
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5 


70 


1 e it, 5 
Aulge in atrivi 


Bits es 2 
liberty in the whole empire, private: intereſt alone mays” 
he ſuppoſed to rauſe the paſſiona and inſſame the re. Tr 
_ ef individuals in their debates on this ſubject. It was 
matural fon perſons who were benefited 
mnagnify every inſtance of ſuccels; while the loſſes it 084 i 
caſioned; and the ruin it was pr > of 
donſtant themes of immediate ſufferers. The planters 
in the Weſt - India iſlands and the merchants / at home 
i clamorous, not without ſone renn! 
experienced great diſtreſs ſinee the 
Fommentement of the troubles. The ufual ſupplies from 
tte continent being withheld, ſeveral of themecefſaries of 
life, particularly the articles of ſuſtenance uſed for the 
1 . . of the negroes, as well as of the por and labo- 


. were peculiarly 4 


„ 


Fhe uſual bickering of 


the; 0 of eren 4 Sr md "of illneſs: mrs: A Wd 
| which had-never before; perhaps; been equnlled in a fte 
6 actual hoſtility- EN. 4 Fs + ITY I > 3 . bis 25 . Be; 51. 5 1 55 5 


e rte drei reinarks: muſt; however, be * 


3 applicable only to the great body of. ſociety, 8 
5 2 to al the: ſmaller circles in which the zealots on bott! 
des were alike intemperate in their approbation and their 
| eenſure- Beſides che duft f 
the baſeneſs or 


Thoſe iſlands 


; toireceiye the _— | 


ation which ſome felt at 

5 itude of the Americans, and the 
fears expreſſed bys others that the quelling of the colos _ 

to the — 'oFEiviF 5 


by the war to 


nt with, were the 


; had riſen to four times t ieir acre . 


. | a= Fi Staves, which in the next degree to food- were 
an objet of the greateſt neceſſity,” were not to be pf. 
cured in a ſuffirient quantity at any prices Other Wants 


multiplied, and . undoubtediy have given more un- 


eaſinels, had not the dread of famine: abſorbed all lighter 
conſulerations- In addition toi theſe calamit ies, a con- 


ſpiracy of the negroes in 1 RO TAEAL diſk 
| Voi. AII > 55 | 
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OW 'GRORGE: m. / Ai ends - 
Fm vered . time, and eaſily ee bud, gud 
. in its conſequences proved extremely nyurious.. As the 
military force in Jamaica had been — — TY 5 © 
fir the American ſervice, and that the departure ofa. 15 
iert of merchantmen, with a part of the ſquadron s 
,- __ that ſtation for their convoy, would render the iſland ſtill 
5 niote naked and defenceleſs, the negroes had fixed u 8 
that time for carrying their deſign into execution. 2 
fleet, which was to have failed in July, was detainedy - 
du gccount of the diſcovery of the plot, a-month longer; 155 
F  andihis delay, beſides being attended with an immediate 
beavy erpence to the owners,| was ptouuttive of muck 
. BEreater mis fortune, The Americans thereby — 
eee privateers ; and bad weather 
ing the fleet, many of the merchant ſliips, of conſider- 
Able value, fell into their hands. The loſs ſuſtained in 5 9 
mie Weit- India trade this, ifaw; was: „ 
chan a milhion ſterli ng e 
III. But as the 3 at ſea could 
not be ſuppoſed to {ccure the ee. meer commerce = 1 
dt Great Britain againſt every accident, inevitable loſſes 
F of this kind ar ond ſhmzes W ſerious alarm to 
government as the ſtrong ſymptoms of ræviving enmit on Y 
dtute part of France and pains which a eos -- "ca : 
vVered under the flimſy diſguiſe of amicable profeſſions. 
lͤ'kbeir harbours in Europe began to ſwarm with Ameri- 4 
| | cat prixatecrs, and Engliſm prires were at firſt openly 
| _ _ ſold-there without any affectation of concealment or ir- 
| _ <recy>; After ſome remonſtrances on this head, à little 
more decorum was obſer ved: the open diſpoſal of prises 
was checked; but the practice Kill continued in ſecret. 
In the French Welt-India iſlands, the countenance given 
to the Americans was much more avowed. French 
veſſels accepted American commiſſions; and carried on 
| hoſtilities, or rather depredations, againſt the Britim 
5 commerce, with few, and ſometimes no American ſeamen 5 
„ on. board. Such ſhameleſs eachery was very arritating's'- © 
5 t ; Fog eee, the a. ö 
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_ and Verſailles were far from Deere with their 
„ ps fic aſſurances;' and that the armaments fitting” me 
"i etence of 2 ' frivolous diſpute | 

135 more probably d 6% 1 

cc cperate with Mi patrons Still it would have been bad 


= * 15 8 * 
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5 0 1 NN the 


1 Portugal, wepe 


the duke of Chartres. The French bore down 
her, and the admiral hailed the Enterpriſę, and de- 
- red, the SING. to come on board immediately; to 
atter replied, that, if the admiral had: any. 
thin o communicate to Rim, He might come on board 
1 br 'F not go out of his 
1 The duke inſiſted that he ſhoule, or he would 

| rar him and the” French ſhips accordingly: pointed | 

their vous at the Enterpriſe; but fir Thomas, regard- 
7 5 their koſtile threats and preparations, declared, 
mat he nber received any orders but from his % 
_—_ anal, a that __ W at * t fre w hen- Ee 


. 2 


Jes o 


heir ports, under _—_ | 


8 * 


licy to haſten therupture at that time; though it was 
to prepare for-it with reſolution and vi- 


er N e oF eee, eee 
_ ſhips of the line were put into commiſſion; and the moſt 
e tfectual methods were taken for ſpeedily manning them, 


by the offer of liberal bounties, and the more gulagree- 


of Madrid 


able ine e of preſſing. Proclamations were alſo 1 ; 


: iſſued, commanding all Bririſn ſeamen,/who were em-. 
- h loyed in any foreign ſervice, to return to England; and 
y | 


ing an embargo on the exportation of proviſions from 
Gree Bettait 46/4 Treland. : Theſe b deciſion, 


* ſammer of the old, the characteriſtical intrepi- 


855 dity of Britiſh feamen. Sir Thomas Rich, in his ma. 
 jeſty*s ſhip the Enterpriſe, happened: on 'the twenty 
fifth of July to fall in with a French ſquadron of two 


and the intelligence which had lately-reached Europe r 
the ſucceſſes attending the Britiſh arms on Long 1 

/ 82 at New Vork, ä to check for ſome ne the 7 
125 long impulſes ide ayarice, _ rev in the | 
: : Pes | dp our g9795 Peri Tot — IV. 2 
5 4 1 The French had a glorious POND given them | 


ſaib of the line and ſeveral. frigates, commanded: by : = 


expriſe, as the captain ſhoul 


. 


. - — 3 5 
. 4 


C73 by 5 ; e 9 . . 
IV. Both houſes of parliament met on the lat day o 
3 They were aſſured in the ſpeech from the 


| throne, that nothing could haye afforlecd his majeſty 2 


much ſatis faction as to have been able to inform them, at 


dhe opening of the ſeſſion, that the troubles: in North 
America were at an end, and that the unhappy people | 


there, recovered from their deluſion, had returned to their 
duty but ſo daring and delperate was the ſpirit of ner 
ambitious Jeaders, that they had openly renounced 
allegiance to the crown, and all political connect ion „ 
the mother country: they had rejected with cireumſtances 
of indignity and inſult the means of conciliation held out 
_ £6 them : they had preſumed to ſet up their zebellioug 


55 | confederacies for independent ſtates; and if their treaſon = 


were ſuffered to take root, much mi iſchief muſt grow 
from it to the ſafety of the loyal eolonies, to the com. 


werce of Great Britain, and to the general ſyſtem of Eu- 
Dope one great advantage would, however, be derived 


pm the open avowal o their intentions, and that was 
._. Wnaninity at home, founded in the 8 conyiction of 
The joſtice and neceſſity of the meatures to he purſued; 
the recovery of Canada, and the ſucceſſes on the N 
New York affordeg ſtrong hopes of the moſt deciſive g 
conſequences; but notwithſtanding this fair proſpect; it 


5 Was necęſſary to Prepare for another campaign; Ss - 


_ rances;of amity were ſtill received: from other courts, 
\ and it Gemed likely that Evrope would continue to — 

the ineſtimable bleſſings eace; yet it was th 
expedient to be in arelpeſtab al 


conſideration would procure a chearful grant of the ne-; 


euer the pheaſed, as he poſitively 1 would not quit his 
hip. The duke, admiring his ſpirited conduct, 


nee en ee him e honor 


to come aboard, as he wiſhed much to be acquainted 


with ſo brave a man. Upon this ſir Thomas went 


directly, and was received with: as ee reſpect by 


| Nes duke and Py wm As a on N . 
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5 le Rate of defence; 5 great 
_ conſequent expence was regretted ;/ but no doubt Was 
1 entertained, that the importance of che matters under 
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1 he RO noe 


nd; „ 8 danone m1. 1 1 


I can have no other object but to Promote the 


+ true: intereſts of all my ſubjefts. No people ever ll 


more'trappineſs, or lived ander a milder government, than 


5 thoſe now'revoltet provinces :\the improvements in every 


| art, of which they bout, declare it: their numbers, their 


Mii 


5 


ES. Kad eden to enable them to make head againſt the whole | 
7 FT of the mother country are inrtragabl proofs of it. 
de 


5 amendnient was e. in the houſe of e 


ſtrength by ſea and land, which they think 


ſire i wa wa reſtore to them the bleſſing of law and 
ky ly enjoyed by every Britiſh fubject, which _ 
they e Rand y and 1 exchanged for all the _ 
. en een ir : tyranny of den 
'Cc 3 | 


12 v. The Aided in eee eouehed 
138 in the uſual form; and 


duced, according to the late 
ice of the oppoſition, very long debates, more re- 


"able: for their violence than their novelty. An 


amendment, which was in reality an addreſs in a totally 
different ſtrain, was moved by lord John Cavendiſſ in the 
lower, and the marquis of Rockingham in the upper 
_ houſe, deſeribing at full length, and ſeverely WE 
; the pretended errors and miſcondudt of the miniſtry,” as 

| having occaſiond, it was ſaid, the entire alienation, 
ancdd at length the en revolt of fo large a art of his 
_ majeſty's ok loyal and affectionate ſubjects. "NI 


- $7, and rejected by 242. The original addrei 

was then put and carried. In the houſe 6f lords, ths 
friends of adminiſtration were equally powerful. The 
marquis of Rockingham's motion was negatived by 9 
to 26; but the propoſed amendment was entered at füll 
N in the journals, as a proteſt, and ſigned; by four- 
teen of the minority. To whatever eauſes the ſtrength. 
of the miniſter within doors might be aſcribed by dhe 
moſt malignant enemy, it is certain that the number of 
his zealous ſupporters all over the kingdom was conſi- 


derably increaſed by the American Declaration * Inde- 
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. .- - be fuppoled, that a total union df ſentiment, on every 
dies. This was as ſtrictly true of the Whole nation, 
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4 W bid, chat a dawn of 75 broke in upon 
bis mind/ at the bare mention of reconciliation, and that 

if miniſters were ſerious; he ſhould not ſtand upon mere 
Pate, in ofdex, therefore; to give them al poſſible _ 
t and aſſiſtance towards nay ſuch a defign into 
Us ; and to ſecure that neceſlary degree of confidence 3 
1 ck the ſanRion of Parliament could alone give to any 4} 

ol, way that might now be ſet on foot, he mbyed that 1 

. 4 ie hotiſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into à committee, 'ro'confi- 

1 Ader of the reviſal of a acts of parliament, y which his 

Ho BY. _ majeſty's ſubjects: thought themſelves aggrieved: „„ 
TE Burke, Mr: Fox, and Mr. Dunning were the principal > 
LY 1 ſpeskers in fupport of this ſingular motion; which Was 

. 1 a thin hovſe, and on a day when Tins of 1 

„„ b y conſequence was expectet. 1 

e I. The miniſter and his friends ; though, taken 3 4 

41. * Hers! by ſurpriſe; acquitted thernſelyes in a very mal. 

_. terly, manner“ They denied that there was any 1275 e 


- Hoyel,” any. thing that "bore the appearance of dictatin 
to parliament, in the promiſe held oat by the commil- 
| GHoners + on the'ontrary, às it was founded on the great 

+ Hibs principle which had pervaded the condu& of adminiſtra: - 
tion from the beginning, ſo it vas the language of pars 
EN Hament at the very outſet: the great obje 8 55 the re= , 7 
I forationof| peace in America: the addreſs of both houſes © 
£ mn Febraaty 177 5, the bills which followed that addreſs, 1 8 
the aft of parliament under which the commiſſioners pro- 
ceceded, and their declaration, which was now held up . 
an object of öffence, all tended to the fame point: te 
. main pur port of the addreſs was a recommendation to his 
. majeſty to hear And 1 nquire into e s, and to en- 
t tie : 


\ || gage onthe part of the le giſlature re they reall7 
„ "exiſted; they ſhould de redreſſed: the proclamation went 
5 neo farther: even without tlieſe ſanctions; the King, as te 
head and mouth both of the nation and legiſlature, would _' - 
= have been warranted in ſuch am engagement, as a motie 
Hk encouragement, and ground o ee : 5 2 - <F 
— 8 Fe 5 FR ne ON: NM: Kno ,-. 
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dhe walls TAY 5 wh of. "New 215 foch an 3 was 5 be 2 


be” . 1 converſations of Mr. Pitt and Mr. de Bully, 


5 * 


cctones un, 44 5. 1776 
1 t t hardly. deſerved a th 1 could any. e 
| uppoſed, E felpect | . 


abſurd; miniſters did not, indeed, think the paper idelr 
SOM moment to be laid before parliament it wass 

Vet no treaty, nor part of a treaty :. it was barely _ 

preliminary, which; might eventually. lead {0 ove: had 
1 We heen exen made in the negociation, it 8 3 5 

ave. been 1 — — improper and unprecedented to lay it 

deore the unleſs. it was ſuſpended at ſome | 1 
Where the intirterepce of parliament became neceſlary.; - 


which 
the babs. of the ſubſequent treaty with France, 
Werg not publiſhed. during their: continuaince,—The mo- 8 
tion for a committee wa ſtrenuoully. op poſed upon many 
_- grounds: it was ſaid, that it would Aieredie. the com- 


| 10 8 agg, ro: qv (5497 e 84 7 — 5 


Fo ag 4267 With pai ona ene. — 3 
- fl the profeſſed objects of their commiſſion, a circum- * 
. ſtance which — 70 naturally infuſe into the minds of the 
Americans improper jealouſies and. apprehenſions: be- 
ſſcges, why mould parliament run . the commil. OS. 
üeners in their conceſſions ?. ſuch a .prematurs, bounty 
_w defeat all their endeayours to obtain the moſt ad. 
-* Yantageuus terms; but the moſt forcible objection to the 
motion was, that to reviſe or repeal laws, under tle _ 
idea of redrefling the grievances of a people, who totally 5 
denied the 8 of thoſe laws, and eee ee 5 
 could.not be aggrieved. by them, would be an abſurdity - - 
ol fo ſuperlative. a degree, as could not fail exciting the * 
. ridicule of mankind : the Americans had declared E „ 
Kxes independent; while they perſiſted in that claim, 
and hurked. defiance at the ſovereign ſtate, no treaty could 
be thought of; and conceſſions would he as futile, a8 i. - 
and 9 but, if they conſented 1 
authority of . * r e Ros tl 


9 55 LY 1996. ov: 5700 5 3 
Ss | go oth yropr ton to reviſe and repeal obne on 
. - laws, and to form regulations For wen e eh 2 
„ ad gebermment: the congreſs” did not at prefent” 35 


1 Anus, but held it enthralled under the "mol e : 
. 9 from the late fiicceſſes; and the differende be- 
„ tween the troops that compoſed the armies on both ſdes; 
8 was little room to doubt; that this arbitrary p „ 
N Would foot be Giffolved,' and the people, fin i them! 3 
5 4 _ _ ſelves. emancipated from the galingyoke” of thi aders} — 
, wouldireturnto'their duty With as much pie as tl „ 
aa before entered into the revolt. Lhe 
7 | VIII. Aſter a long and paſſionate debate, lord Jun; 
„ ; | 6 | iſh's motion was negati ived by 4 majority of 10: 
„ 10 473 and from this time; à great number of the mim. 
„ 5 iefly of the No party, began to relax 
'X frendance upon parflament, or rather to with! 
draw themſelves wholly nd avowedly-upon all queſtions 
* Which related to Ame ite and only to Lait in the dif- 
Vp af private buſineſs: | They * they were t -Y 
oppoſ on and argument t ſuperior: power a 
2 Land that, in the p yo of affairs, their 
ſtruggles tended rather to inflame than to leſſen the diff: 
item per of the public counſels. Their example, however: 
Tas not followed; nor was their conduct approved of by _ 
ſeveral other members of the oppoſition, who thought that 
; 4 _ a partial ſeceſſion was inconſiſtent with their parliamentary 
duty, though they admitted that ſeceding collectively 3 
| had not on the” f{arition of precedent, ' but might be 
practiſed La great advantage in caſes of imminent. dun. 5555 
„„ Ws to the conſtitution, The diſunion occafioned by this 
: N 
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+ i 


5 erence of opinion added greatly to the ſtrength of tue 

ministry; but it had alſo the curious effect of inc — JF 
> WM  _ ew onde -of ſuch of the minority as were determi $ 
EO LIT not to leave a clear field to the friends of government. 
„„ L A remarkable inſtance” of this occiirred two days after 5 
„ Nov. 81 in a debate on the ſubje& of the navy: "i 


„„ By IX. Upon the motion and grant, in the eb cite Ur + 
„ E of forty-five thouſand ſeamen for the ſervice if 
1 Latin 880 Mr. ni TOE _— the 9 25 
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1 
50 7: * ro TER ang; in terms of Re An 0976: 
et the firſt lord of the admiralty, wham . 
wry dangerous impoſition both on 
5 and the. public, tending to lull the pation at 


_ this critical ſeaſon into a fatal ſecurity, by a falſe account | 
_ of the ſtate of the navy, with reſpect to the number of ſea · 
men and the condition of the ſhips. Being repeatedly cal- | 
led to order, firſt, for the indeceney of attacking an abſent 
Perſon, who, from his particular ſituation as a Peer, cou 

not defend himſelf in that houſe, and feeandiy, for intro- 


ducing the ſubje&t in ſuch à manner, without 


any-accu- 


lation being formally before them, which cauld bring it 


_ within their coggizance, Mr. Luttrell-infiſted upon his 


- Tight „ as one ot the repreſentatiyes ple peoples to make 


ſuch obſervations on the conduct 
to him to be well founded. As to 
want of formal accuſation, he would 
as the houſe was reſumed. - 
- moved for ſundry returns of the 
Fiel periods, Which, he ſaid, 


_ Þortant 


purpoſe o 

dine national defence and A ſeourity 
. proofs he wanted, to eſtabliſh his charges 
But Mr. Luttrell was to apt 
arguments, or the occaſional ſhrewd- 
neſs of his remarks, by the intemperate ne the vu 
_ <oarſeneſs, the'dowpright ribaldry of his invettives, 
was not ſatisfied with paying lord Sandwich an irottic 
© compliment on his bearing away the palm of ſpecious 
falſehoods, while he had o many ee ere in the mir 


wich, - 


| the forcy enen 


He accor 


= fraternity: nor with i 


hip might perhaps he worthippedi by: the yages: 
Otaheite, though no goed ſubjest of this country 
bim worthy of bis public truft:“ but he aſſerted, in 5 
\ groſf language, “ that the abſolute 
maritime power of the Britiſm empire ws 
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ing that, as ſoon i 
ingly did ſo, and > 1 | 
NAVY Within certain 3 
would anſwer the im- 

ing the houſe into the true ſtate „ 

5 beſides — 
to defeat all 
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that ils | 15 5 


management: of the 
vas; tod arauads, 
doo solid, top important. 2 truſt, 10 be committed to 4 bor | 
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as in a ſtate of perfect — 
3 place for the whole year: in any office of the leaſt e . 
; 4 ex5pt in the department for the education: of _ 


1 W ſhop of Oſnaburgh, and in the 


ad . . 1 ; Gloger ur. . 
1 of jubilee and dalliance wert at 1 


5 _ Sandwich's'charatter was ably indicated by 5 
1 55 ter and many other of his friends; from ſpch faul and in- 255 1 
famous aſperſions: the papers were refuled, as any di. 
- cloſure either of the engt or weakneſs of the erde i oY 
would: be extremely i e 
1 mation Was. edel without: a divinon. . 
N. The naval ſupplies, which — veted: for ths is 
- enſuing y ear amounted to three million, to hpndred and 
ve 9 five hundred and five poennhns exclufive-of 
tour thouſand pounds towards the and relief f 
worn · out ſeamen not provided for in Greenwich holpital, 
and a milſton granted at FTC 
Aiſcharge of the navy debt. The ſupplies for the land „ 
ſervice fell little thort of three millions. The extraors 


1 e | for the laft 5 


itic and udleaſonable; and the 


_ opponents... All the een of 8 Tg 25 
peared to be on a 3 5 utmoſt h 
urityj. No ee 


of Ireland. The former places had 


tar: N all reſig 
vine TRAY qr a thi hero: = 


to one million, two _ 
it ſome new contracts for CEE on 
nee and Chel. 
= necel- 7 


En 


been vacated about the end of May, the carl of Holder= 0 _ 

1 neſſe; governor, the biſhop of Cheſter, preceptor, Mr. e 
5 3 ſub-governor, and the rev. Mr. Jackſan, ſub- 
pPree their reſpective | employ- 


1 "4 


and, on his return to Engla 
with much coolneſs. But before his recal, means hae 
deen uſed to ſmooth, the way for the future Viceroy. - hg - 
great promotion in point of rank, 5 
mentation as to number, were made in the 8 155 
Ireland, about the bare why uly; and the earl of 
5 057 e was appo 


ieh Pee „ 
WT 


b. " yt but the __ not — 


his zer, the Jake of, Montague, Was app 0 
vernor 3 Dr. Hurd, then biſhop. of Litchfield: pr FLA y 

_ colonel Hatham, tub-governor;-and- the rev. 7 Mets Ar- 
re ſub· preceptor. Lord Bruce obtained his earldom, | 
and was called to the privy-council: the marquis of Car- 


marthen, who was married to the earl of. Holderneſſes 1 


daughter, was appointed a lord of the: bedchamber: and 
towards the cloſe of the year, upon the: death of: Dr. et 
Drummond, the biſhop of Cheſter was promoted | 
archiepiſcopal ſee of Park. 1 


LR | 


' equally dilpenſed. to thoſe-who bad 2 the care of = 


_ the princes; as well as to their-ſucceſſors. Thie like re- 


mar cannot be made on the change of governds in Ire- 1 
land. Lord Harcourt, dari | 
not fortunate enough to give 


his reſidence there, was my 
ſatisfaction either to the | 
e left the country's unregretted ; 


King, or to the people: 1 
+ he was received at court.” Ty 
f 5 ; 


and a conſiderabſe a 


cat 92 


ed lord lieutenant of that: 5 
the twenty N 10f Noyember. . 
hough the recorder of public events is bin ed: 


II. 


3 to devote A _ your of his labours to the detail of Hey 
naiſterial changes, do th 
tds the revolutions effected by war or intri 2 he muſt 
2 mae ang over unnoticed the els ſptendid, 5 KT 
. tant ſeryices often rendered to lociety in e e ler . 


ſtruggles! of rival parties, and 1 5 


res.. While, therefore, he does jultice to the virtu- 


. 5 aus and eloquent ſenator, pleading with lips of fire — e 
cauſe of his country; or to the hero bidding defianee e 
1 2 2 to us. in its defence. iris ale his duty bod 1 


+ of well ine memo- 
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. 1 * Hs 2 2 Me iron, a. 3 2 ine. 
„„ provements or. diſcoveries. in thę arts, by enlarging the; 
1 of uſeful ſcience, or by their. e and za 
ö 5 tive compoſitions... He will thus eſtabliſh a juſter claim 
too the notice, and perhaps. to the grateful acknowledg-. 
ments of poſterity, than. by exerting all-the powers of +, 
enius in giving an artificial verde to the blood-ſtained - 
„„ zurels of victory, and in making the car of triumph rat. 5 8 
N b through his ſouniling periods, though the wheels are 
8915 + 5 . With human gore 
. III. Theie reflections aroſe in contemplating. a fem 


8 | mentarabledeaths that happened in the courſe of the 


— x the mili and 1 1 75 occurrences of which =} 
1 been relat firſt was that of Mr. John Harriſon, 


1 . conſtructor of the famous time keepers, | . 9 
7 aſcertaining the longitude at ſea. Men of aſtronomi- - | 
„ cal knowledge, or {killed in naval affairs, are well a. 
4 | b quainted with the nature of thoſe. machines; but to 4 
1 5 _ thers ſome little explanation may be neceſſary, in 7 
8 . = | ive them a clear idea of the merit of the GaN” 
= = of the ingenuity. and patience of the ' admirable me- 
; chanic, who ſpent almoſt. fifty * $ in carrying his time 
: to the utmoſt degree of poſſible perfection. The 
Wo on which he proceeded, were very ſimple: the 
great difficulty conlifted i in reducing them ta Mete 
5 It is well known. that the longitude. of any place is an 
Iarch of the equator, intercepted between the. firſt meri« © __ 1 
e dian and the meridian of that place; and that this arch 5 
| II Gs that the ſun re 
- quires, to move from the one meridian to the other; 
| which is at the rate of twenty-four: hours for three hun- 
Ired and ſixty. degrees, one hour for fifteen degrees, one 
minute of time for fifteen minutes of longitude, and four 1 5 
I ſeconds of ng 55 one e _ longitude. / Conſe, 
„ Apent the difference of longitude between an 
„ pl * be eaſily determined, provided the — 
. ob time between them can be m Fs N ee ; 52 
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———whichiit muſt be expoſed at fea.” From this time he 


: os of accuracy far ſurpaſſing*the moſt fanguine ex- 


ber e of longitude and from parliament. After 
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iy SOD ting! the yes 1 0 as the. 77 
uni the Variations of heat 'and cold, of dryneſs and 
moiſture, of the friction of bodies in mot ion; and of the 
"Oy of oil, Which variations alone - cauſe very confi- | 
derable irregularities in the motion of the beſt time-xee- 
pers, even at land; the difference of time between 7 
Place and that to Which ſuch machine was originally ſet, 
3 be found; and, conſequently, the longitude, b: | 
reuueing the difference of time into degrees and minutes. 
The firit who attempted any thing of this Kind was M. 
| Huygens of Tulichem, who, in 1644, conſtructed a pen- 
dulum- Watch, with which major Holmes, in a voyage 
from the coaſt of Guinea the following Fear, AE 
the longitude of the iſtand of Nee a great degree of . 
cxactneſt. But after a variety 'of farther trials, that 
acute mathematician found himſelf ee, to guard | 
againſt all the foregoing cauſes of irregularity, fo'as to 
make his watches anſwer in long N e he failure 
of his endeavours, and of ſimilar experiments made b) 1 
many others, did ot damp Mr. Harriſon's ardor, or 
Sage. perſeverance in purſuit of the nne oben. 
After various contrivances, he made a See . 5 
_ which by the year 1726 was found” to keep time fo ex- 
225 with the heavens, as not to err above one Treond 
in à month, for ten years together ; and in the bn r 
29 he made drawings for, and began ſuch impro' 
to his machine, as prevented its motion 
interrupted by the agitation and various ia nel to 
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ee 


never ceaſed for ſeveral years to lify and improve 8 
_ thele wan the un, of ee on more = 
by repeated” voyages, till he brought them to 


pPoedtations of the public, and mofe chafl deferving all the - 
-. rewards; however liberal; which he received from the 


ing the ſweeteſt ſatisfaction of ſucceſsful n 
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ES life oF writings, as to preclude others from = 
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1 5 Fa & eden Pot. to but N thing 2 his tomb> 
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Harriſon + time - piece may A flord ſome fatis faction 0 1 3 

thoſe Who have never ſeen any clock ior watch c 4 
. Day war ven ſame or fimilaz/prineiples:: © ©: 


ah pl Pens 8 
emblazed wick the 3 of 
He finiſhed, about four months ber 


the ſame ſubject; and his will contains an 


* 8 AY „ 
7 
4 2 7 


Wel W ens Come! tend 5 Wee ar 


4 The defects in common watches, which Mr. Har. 


. kiten propoſes to remedy, are ehiefly theſe: uſt: that 
the main ſpring acts not conſtantly with the fame : 


force upon the wheels, and through them upon the 


| _ balance::- 2d. that the balance, either urged with an 


_ _ nnequal force, or meeting with: a different reſiſtance _ 
from the air, or the oil, or the friction, vibrates 


through a greater or lefs arch: 3d. that theſe . 


- Vibrations are not performed ih equal times: and 4th." 
, _ the force of ine ale piss is: altered by a. 


— 5 of heat. 
To remedy the firſt defect, Ne. e tin 


1 „ that his watch: ſhall be maved by a very 
tender ſpring, Which never unrols itſelf. mare than 0 
one eigth part of à turn, and ads upon the balance 

through one wheel only. Rut fuch a ſpring: cannot _ 

Keep the watch in motion a long time. He has there. 

fore joined another, whoſe office. is to wind bi firſt 

_ | ſpringeight times in every minute, and whi 

„ but once in a day. 


II. To remedy the fond defect, Mr. Martin 55 
uſes a muc Rronger balance-fpring than in a com- 
men watch, For, if the force of this ſpring upon the 
ae * ſame, whilſt the force "the: other 
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"ms Ini this he was born tlie twenty. fcth of 3 LH 
1711, and died the twentyrfifth of Auguſt 1776, Hi 

' ws n ſhew how well the intermediate ſpace 

was filled: Had he left nothing behind him but his 

Hiker of England, his whole life" would have been 

_ deemed happily employed-even'in that fingle prpduction 55 
XV. Scotland had, in the ſame year, to mourn t 5 5 

dt of another of her Ilkiſtrious ſons, who, though bor 

penury, and without any adYaintages of 'education;-' 
E by: the native vigour" of his own mind to the higheſt 


Pity the errors. arifing from that variation will - 
"the leis, as the fixed force . is the greater. But > 
; gr ſpring will require either a heavier or a lar 
balance. 'A*ttieavier balance would have a great 
friction- Mr. Harriſon nerefore increaſes the te 1 
meter of it. In a common watch, it is under an 
inch: in this of Mr. Marriſon 8g two inches And W = 3 85 
den, wy Ee 
© $469 1If>- Had theſe remedies been porfect, it Would 
bers been unneceſſary to conſider the defects of the 
third ſort. But the methods already deſcribed on 
eg the errors; not removing them, Mr. Harriſon, 
_ uſes too Ways to make the times of the vibrations equal; 
_ though” the arches may be unequal. One is to e 
A pin, ſo that the balance-ſpring, preſſing againſt it; 
Bas its foree increaſed; but increaſed leſs when the 
T > 5 Vibrations are larger: "the other to ive the 1 
ſuch a ſhape, that the wheels preſs them with leſs 43 
| — When the vibrations arelarger; + - 
IV. Toremedy the laſt defect, Mr. Harriſon uſes 
: bar: compounded of two thin plates of braſs and 8 
' Keel; about two inches in length, riveted in ſeveral - 
places together, faſtened at one end, and having 8 
_ pins at the other, between which the balance-ſpring 
paſſes. If this bar be ſtraight in temperate weather 
| raſs changing its length by heat more than ſteel) tha... 1. 
raſs fide becomes convex when it is heated; and the - 
ſttel nde when it is cold: and thus the pins lay hold - 
_ of a different part of the ſpring in different degrees * 
8 and lengthen on rrp 8 05 as the 1 does 
in a common OO” Tn e 
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by + . uion, who died. in ee en Fleet- 5 
| 2 of Aalen % 
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= 1 — 5 low! 35 
1 mankind. fy Ferguſon bl re 5 
8 read by overhearing his fath teach; his 5 


2 brother; and he had made this acquiſition before 


ly body luſpeBted i it. He ſoon diſcovered, a peculiar „ 0 
for mechanics, which was fiſt excited by ſeeing his 1 
father uſe a lever. He purſued this ſtudy a ; conſiderable. : 
length, even-whullbvery young, and made a watchin woods, 
work, from having once ſeen one. As he had no inſtructor, | 
nox any help from books, every adyance he made in im. 
provement fad all the merit of an ori diſcovery, 


And ſuch, with infinite; Joys. he believed. it to. 8 As Fon | 


1 a$ his age Would permit, he went to ſeryict z an 
in the intervals of hard labour, be fre 1 — contem-. oy 


d.the ſtars, and began the ſtudy Saas by . "I 
laying 1 05 from his own obſervations, Burp Ys 3 5 
e. At len ha farmer, with whom he ived, og NE 
| ving. theſe marks of bis ingenuity, r bim TR 


- countenance (= aſſiſtance of his ſuperiors. 1 their 55 
and inſtructions, he went on gaining farther led 


e e "There he began $0 1 
which he ſupported.] Sr” 3 


Portraits ployment. by 
and. Bally f for ſeveral Years, both 1 in Maire, and „ 
land, whilſt, he was purſuing more ſerious ſtudies. 


London he firſt publiſhed ſome curious . 4 [0 


tables and "ealcalations; and afterwards gave public lee . ; 4 
tures, in experimental. philoſophy, which he repeated. in 


-bighelt marks of general approbation.. He was ele 

i -of the Royal. Societ, „ without paying for 

bon, an honour ve ae 

_ king, mite go, him. A Laa and W 
other 8 23 acknowledgements * bis uncom- 
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Im Tit. 0095 no teſtimonies 1 . however | | 
"could alter his natural diffidence and umility: 
ty increaſed with his attainments; and thoſe . b 
Who knew him intimately, were not leſs captivated ; 5 
5 the meeknefs and innocende of his manners, than by the” 5 5 
depth of his reſearches, and the admirable efforts of his 1 «te 
Rus. 
„ It wodld Karte admit of any REY to We 
ik c theſe {ſketthes, as oa as the hiſtory of fo memor- 
. ke a year, without taking ſome met of an equally * . * 
nd, uſeful, and fing ng Wen den , of the efficacy of 
which the moſt ſati Rory trials had been exhibited in 
. * courſe of the laſt: four or five months. This was a 
reſervative againſt fire, found out by Mr: David Hart. 
2 member of parliament for itigſton-upon-Hull; 5 
whoſe plans for lektling the diſputes between” the mo- 
tber country and her colohies had already engaged the 
Attenti of the 1 255 as well as of the legiſlature. But 
"he found it ſafer to play with, and eafler to check the 


* deftruRtiveviolence 12775 fire in the phyſical world; than to'ex= 47 1 


bm iſh the flanies of political revolt; or to calm the 
erous and \ifitraftable elements of human paſſion? 
= Convinced that he could not make ſo important a'dif- 
| cover 7. either as beneficial to himſelf as he had a right to 
5 or as advantageous to mankind as his benevolencetee 
promp ted him to with, unleſs he could retain theifole 855 
Wc perty in it, and, of courſe; the ſole management N 
. ſome unuſual length of time; he, with'a ſpirit which 
oe 1 85 = ever do him the greateſt honour, took as 1 1 
pains, and ſpent as much money, to obtain that favor, 
ik it may be called one, as che greedieſt adventurer in in- 
1 circumſtances, | on the ane hand, or the moſt pa- 
_ tHotic prince with immenſe revenues, on the other, might 
be ſuppoſed willing to ſubmit to. He built a houſe, 
- + three Aries high, with two large rooms on a floor, on 
ee. Eor mon, and tried no fewer than ſix ex | 
periment 's upon this houſe, for the ſatisfaction of me 
blic 18 ety and thoſe great bodies in particu 
e is majeſty Whole r robation was 
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1 wh patents are limited; and whoſe Rh beſides! | | 
- | _ might be ſerviceable to indues che pull Gf the people * . 1 2 J 


open their eyes to their o own good.” One of 'the public* 


= 5 595 wies, ng the third in point of time, N e 
N With peculi ir propriety on the ſecond of September, the 
ER — ply the great fire of London, before the lord: 


mayor, the gentlemen of the corporation, „and the com- 
0 mittee of vit lande after Which his lordihip laic the 
> = + foundation ſtone of 4 pillar to dom jorate fo extaor- 3 7” 
e bay and beneficial an invention. The royal family, 
8 and {everal perſdns of rank were preſent at the fourth of 
5 6 peri _ * twentyzſeventh — I. nl 
. proof was given on der plot day, ” | 
1 bete a eee de -city,\ attended by | 
. their Builders; furveyors, and other proper officers; inn 
„ | tonſequenice of whoſe report, the freedom of the city was 
l Ananimoully voted to Mr - Hartley in the moſt flattering 
n pprobation; and the Me of his method was 
8 Bo: | 10 0 _ . earneſtly” Wee 8 by the court in all the hopſes - 


> already built, or which 5 85 3 rds be built on the 
„ extenſſve eſtates belonging to the city. Several of the mo 
55 THe eehte members of both Houles' bf parliament a 
55 Del the laſt exhibitiofl of this fort; on tlie eleventh of — M 


DO November“: As this 'was deſigned to be pen 4 5 hs 
„ firiking, in order to filence for ever any cavils, or pol 
„„ Mieten to the certainty of the method,” Mr. "I 
ES Hat wh after coridiifting his con y routic the houſe | 
Rs pf trial, to ſhew'them'the marks of between y 2 0 | 
MM "thirty large fires, which, at former experiments, hz beet 
Res lighted in different parts of it; firſt ordered a fire to = 
made on the deal pep, of one of the ground rooms 4 
faggot" of ſhavings; ſuſpended: by ren 
Þ of the ſane room, was ſet on fre- 
5 „ Their "teſtimony. in favor of. the e = 
Ren, 2 vt not but, very much contribute to the ſucceſs g | 
Gr. Mr. Hartley's application to the legiſlature for the Bf 55 
N | "NN of his patent; v hich” W on the. 3 1 
: rr e 
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= == vai Hay fires. hn in, any inſtance, 
„ 1 the ſpat on, which. it was lighted...” 3 5 9 
tit other room en the ground floor, filled almoſt too 
| "hs top. with, f: path, — 75 and other eee 3 
2 1 n _—_ all burned d with ck. 5 


Attle 1 A eee „„ 
- Hre had ie in the houſe... Mr. Hartley and ſome of his © 

_ friends remained in theſe very rooms a great part of Re. 
time, during which the fire bu — 9 1 * 

_ glence in the other. Nor was f Mai Ford doors, . 
a alone, Which 8 thus enabled to mock — 8 Ee, 
_- of eren ad e element: K aud. 
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d farther than that he travelled through; and EG. f 
. his trade in ſeveral of che colonies. As his pe ä 
nations there happened during the early progreſs o <1 
1 0 rebellion,” it ma 85 be "imagined; that the ern of . LY 
the lang — 1 
that ord | ofiche people wic whom The lived and con-= 
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by - 5 wu moſt rk e in the King dom: » Seel 

Had broke out in t 

5 vo of December,” was then aſcribed to accident; 

9 thie hemp-houſe d efigned for the ſame: purpoſe led firft' 
to ſuſpicions, and a 1 


| 2 | ths — t for aſſociates in crimes, nor admitted pf 5 2155 „ 
5 er az 1 


; _ for ſome time from the j ftice of thoſe he which - i 
be Was conſtantly breaking, ferved equally to throw in 
utter darkneſs all thoſe r 
not himſelf think fitting e or neceſſary to communicate. ; 


| thu wris 5 
= PR to England with the moſt deadly antipathy to. W 


1 ene 88 ee parts 0 Rap - 
he alternately i hog te hi; Bray at pres burgſas + i 7 HY 3 


; villany prom ted, vor fear or neceſſity operated. | The - : 
 Feſtleſsneſs of his mind, or the dread of puniſhnent ma 
= kin ſhip himſelf off for A 


\ 


WL 1 3 ot FOR 8 Ar 1 'Y 
e rope-houſe at Portſmouth), on tie | 
nat. fix” weeks after, the diſcovery of 4 machine 15 3 


| afterwards by a ain circumſtances. 8 
to dhe final conyi ion of the "incendiary; "commonly 
. ow "by the appellation of John the painter; but whoſe - Þ 
real mg was Fine Aitken. "This wretch, who" wil  Þþ 

| d a mien, being actu- > + 
ted by a "roving. ft Reo a | 8 
d in the cour & of ow yeah 


Ag 


thefts, and worked at his trade; as occaſion invited, : 


nerica in the begining 'of the . 1 
1.74 ; and he continued there for about two years, — 8 
is being of a melancholy. olitary. nature, hien _ "IN 


8125 


ſire, as it contributed much to his 
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rts of his life, 21188 he did © 


FR 


Of what he did in America little therefore is known, an 5 55 : 


ſentiments he 1 in po litieal matters B 


ES 
N Wt 3 
4 * 


a new turn, and added a Cort; of frantic” e * 
nefaridus projects. He accordingly 6: . 
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m t was oi ing failure in 
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Ole of them, which extin- 
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20 be gene, | 
ed, after. receiving. the bounty. 
| of the year 37764 be went to 

nd eee bis intentions to Mr, Silas 


| 1 5 WY: :Þ; EY | - Camas” Tt * 3 
Eg docks, but with! war ſucceſs, and narrowly e being 
een at Plymouth, © His next att was to urn the - 
mmipping that lay along: fide the quay at Briſtol, whenes 
te flames would have quickly - eras to the adjoining 
- hovuſesz and been tive of molt terrible con- 
queners. But failing I his endeavours to ſet wo or 
three of thoſe veſſels on fire, he found fo ſtric̃t 2 watch 
kept afterwards, that he was obliged to change his mode 
3 wy operation, and to aim at ert ede of ws 95 4 3 
1 beginning with the houſes: The atrocioueſs 
2 1 000 gns was, as uſual, defeated by the inefficiency - - 
5 &* his appatuts. At length, however, he ſucceeded ſo 
far as to ſet fire to ſome warehoules in the vieinity of the 
5 quay, fix or ſeven of which were conſumed; but the ins, 
1 ravages ſpread” no wider. The. incendiary „ I 
: now haſtening | to the cloſe of his Hörrid career. __—_ 1 
_ after his departure from Briſtel, he was taken up in 
1 n er ora burglary; and a variety of circumſtances . 
1 appear ng to confirm the ſuſpicion of his being t. 
leaſt an accompliee in the fire at Portſmouth, he was re 
moved to comp to undergo a minuter ſcrutiny. on | 
his ſeveral examinations, he behaved with great boldneſfs 
rt, and an uncommon government in point of f Pech, 5 5 1 
| e refuſing to anſwer any queſtion, bd wa 4 
\ hl n of a 
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t in the remoteſt tendency, that the _ 

reply could be wreſted to his crimination; an was he in 

any ſort diſconcerted, or embarraſſed by the appeatancs 8 3 

odr queſtions of ſome'of the lords and'other principal offi- | 5 1 1 

_ — cers of the admiralty. Let, wien all his art and caution, -* A 

_ he was circumvented y another painter, one Tala, | 

| Who having alſo ſpent i ——— found means 

1 that circum , and by pretending to gate + 'I 
min his 9:0 wg: and to. | principles: Em r to his 
don to obtain his confidence in;priſon'; until at engt 
\ He drew from him the whole hiſtory of his crimes. Ußen 
huis trial at Wäncheſter, notwithſtanding the ſhock'which = 
| earanice and evidence of his pretended friend mult | 
have given him, he behaved with t x boldneſs and 
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| with ſome ſhre w Fi Cs thao: of the evi 
5 1 andthe, -acknowledged baſcneſs of the witneſs ; 
Aan received ſentence of death. with the mo Lig” A ins- . 
ER difference. He was removed from Winche on 
the tenth of: March, and executed on a — — 

= feet. high apr Portſmouth :dock-gate, ; .the IR. | 

© ſcene of his g Before he was turned off, he ſent on 

Ro 8 of the o ee ging to the yard, to whom-he ac4 

. knowledged his crime, and alſo gave ſome e with _ 
—_— to the oh eſer e 15 9 92 cocks. 7 _= 5 
1 je nat! ER 
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dog . 5 1 rg | 4. . 
ack to the charge ſeveral of thoſe members 99 
"ir ſeceded in a fit of yerridhneſs or deſpair. Lord North 
5 noved for . leave to bring in a bill to enable his mas - 
- jeſty to. ſecure: and detain, perſons charged with, or fuſs - 
bo of, the crime of high treaſon, committed in Ame 
8 or on the high ſeas, or the crime of Piracy. Be 
rdened. miſcreant died with very little 
. e on his own- part, and with ſcill leſs 
2 on the part of others: but the public, about the 
ame time, took a very lively concern in the inte of 
the e Dr. Dodd, who * tried/ at the out : 
ar ſorgery on the twenty fecond of February 
„ ound wy : and underwent the r een 
5 bn n law o oh TOP PIT ONE'S. e 


bn onen Ws bas _ 
5 ne the motion by obſerving, that, during the pre- 
ent diſturbances, many priſoners. had been made, W 
vere in the actual commiſſion of the crime of high-trea= 
ſon; others, ſuſpected of the ſame crime, could not be 
ſeeurely confined, for, want of ſufficient evidence: it hat  _ 
been cuſtomary, in caſes of rebellion at home, or danger. 
olf invaſion from without, to enable the crown to ſei e 
ſuſpected perſons ; but as neither was now apprehended; 
he ſhould not requeſt that power in its full extent: he 
only wiſhed to ſupply. the defects of the law as it ſtood 
at preſent, which did not authorize government officially, 
to apprehend the moſt ſuſpected perſon ; nor could the 
_ crown confine rebel priſeners or pirates in any other place 
than the common gaols : to remedy theſe inconveniencies, 
and to empower his majeſty to:confine ſuch perſons in the 
ſame manner as other priſoners of war, until criminal 
proceedings could be infituted againſt them, were, his 
* eee laid, the purpoſes of his bill. Leave being. 
given for its introduction, it was accordingly brought + 
was put for the ſecond reading of it, Mr. Dunning, in 
order, as he alledged, to obtain time for the nation to 
Fonſider, whether they would ſurrender the foundation 
and corner- ſtone of all the rights which they poſſeſſed, 
moved to have the bill printed; in which the miniſter 
could not well avoid acquieſcing. In every ſubſequent 
{tage of its progreſs, it was vehemently oppoſed by the _ 
minority, who ſaid, ** that no reaſon exiſted for. inveſting _ 
the crown with ſo dangerous a power; that it wauld 
tend to widen the breach between the mother country and 
the colonies; and that it was of ſuch extent, as to bring 
every ſubject of the Britiſh empire who frequented the 
| ſeas, within its perilous vortex. z whence it might be 
made an inſtrument of the utmoſt injuſtice and tyranny. 
Theſe and the like declamatory aſſertions were eafily re- 
futed; and the miniſter, in the . courſe of the debates; 
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0d | repeatedly and explicitly. diſclaimed all defign of extend-- . - 
5 ing the operation of the bill beyond its open and avowed _ 
hd | gbjefts, He ſaid it was intended for America, not far 
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5 Gikat Britain that, as he would aſk for no power that 


or its miniſters which were ca able of being employ- 


greeing to ſome amendments; which tended to remave 


every pofſible ground of jealouſy or ſuſpicion,” The 


object of one of them was to define the crime of pi- 


racy, by declaring, that nothing ſhould be deemed 
ſio but acts of felony committed on the ſhips or goods of 


* 


the ſubject on the high ſeas: the other, which was of 


dd to bad or oppreſſive purpoſes. He gave the moſt 
unqueſtionable proofs of his ſincerity by readily a- 


was not wanted, ſo he would ſcorn to receive it by any _ 
covert means; and that, far from being defirous ß 

ceſtabliſhing any unconſtitutional precedent, he neither 

bought nor wiſhed any powers to be veſted in the crown 


* 


greater importance, was propoſed by Mr. Dunning; and, 5 
After (ome (mall alteration; ſtood thus; 44 Provided alſo, 


And be it hereby declared, that nothing kerein-contained - 
is intended, or ſhall be conſtrued, to extend to the caſe of 
any other priſoner, or priſoners, than fuch. as have been 
out of the realm, at the time or times of the offence .ov 
' offences, wherewith he or they ſhall be charged, or of 
which they ſhall be ſuſpefted.”* The cheerfulneſs and 
'_ _  -  eandour, with which theſe amendments were received by _ 
iS. the miniſter, did not prevent the minority from ſtill con- 


tinuing to combat the principle of the bill; but it wag 


carried againſt them, upon the queſtion of the third read- - 

ing, by 112 to 35. In the houſe of lords, it gave riſe to 
no debate, but to ſome explanatory converſatibn, all the 

5 7 maſa in the minority having abſented themſelves, except 
te earl of Abingdon, who entered his proteſt on the 


journals. 


XIX. This ſuſpenſion, in part, of the habeas corpus 
+ ct was not the only ſubjeR, in the debate on which 


ſome members of the oppoſition endeavoured to rally = 


ttceir forces. Several accounts of the extraordinary un- 
Provided ſervices of the war having been laid before tlie 


_ conmittee of ſupply, and two reſoJutions moved by the 


miniſter, that the ſum of nine hundred and ſeventy thous 
_ 


e eee grant by the Kft vor 


* 


OR... . im TT 


| —_ and the farther ſum fend al; tvs laws 5 


dred thouſand pounds, ſhould be granted for the dif-. 


Ts charge of thoſe ſervices, a great number of objestions 
were made, as well to the manner of ſtating the accounts, 


as to the charges in various articles of the expenditures | 


Lord North took conſiderable pains to obviate the intris 
cacy of the accounts, ahd-to ſupply their deficiency by . 


explanation: he ſhewed what little grounds there were 
for the malignant animadyerſions made on the contracts 
for horſes, tranſports, and rum, in particular: the beſt 
ſſible terms had in every inſtance been obtained; the 
rgains were always conducted with prudence and judge 


ment; and ſo far from deterving cenſure, they afforded 


proofs of the greateſt vigilance and frugality: his lord- 


mip denied, that any preference had been given to mem- 


bers of the houſe of commons in contracts, which were 


always entered into with thoſe, who ſeemed the moſt, 


able, and who were the beſt calculated to fulfi their 


obligations; but he, at the ſame time, maintain - 
ed, 's that there was nothing particular in the fituation 


of a gentleman's holding a ſeat in that houſe, which 


mould exclude him from the advantages he might other- 
wiſe derive as a man of buſineſs, either from his engage= 


ments with the public, or with individuals. Thie re- 


15 8 ſolutions 1 were agreed-to without a diviſion. 


XX. Among the items in thoſe accounts which had TT 


| undergone ſo ſevere a ſcrutiny, there was one for forty 
four | thouſand pounds, charged as iſſued to a colonel 
Fawcit, without any ſpecification of purpoſe. This cir» | 


cumftance ftartled the committee for a moment; till lord 


North informed them, that the ſum thus deſcribed had 


been applied to ſatisfy a very fair and reaſonable, though 1 
unexpected demand made by the landgrave of Heſſe for 


levy- money. But his lordſhip found it much more dif- 


ficult, about two months en to reconcile the houſe to 


nunother claim of above forty thouſand pounds, ſet up by 


the laſt war. 


the ſame Prince f or the expences of foreign hoſpitals in 
1 objected to the reſolution, which 
in the; committee of 3 for the pay- | 
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5 a oe this ſum; thit a commiſſion had — 
And cari ĩed into effect upon the late peace, we Ne — 
: purpoſe of examining, ſettling, and ß the Ger 


Is man claims ;—that after long labour, and painful in- 


2, veſtigation, 'theſe were found to be ſo ſhamefully eror- 15 | 


beaitant, that a diſcount of ſixty or ſeyenty per cent. was 
nmauot unuſual, even on thoſe which ſeemed tc be the deſt 
ſiupported; that the preſent claim, with ſeveral others o 
tte like nature, were utterly cat off, and all for the fame 
| cauſe, as being unfounded and: unjuſt 3 that the renewal il - 


of ſuch a demand could now be confidered-in no other 
light than that of a foreign tribute exacted from Great 
Britain in the moment of her diſtreſs ;—and that it 


Would be highly diſgraceful tot only in adminiftration, 


but in parliament, to ſubmit in every inſtance to the in- 
ſatiate rapacity of the German princes. On the other 

hand, the miniſter acknowledged the ftaleneſs of the i 
Felaim; but as theaccount was clea early and fairly eſtabliſh- 4 


- ed, he inſiſted, that length of time did not weaken its 
jqiꝛͤſttice or validity. It had never been rejected, he fad, 


8 by the commiſſioners, as was falſely alledged i in the de- 
Hate: it had been only poſtponed, FA its being « cbnnected 


With ſome e matter, which prevented its r | | 
brought with propriety immediately within their cog- 


— 


5 pu nizance: it ene lain dormant, and conſequent 7 1 
Vas not an old claim newly revived; but the demand was 5 


regularly kept up, according to the uſual official forms; 
though from various cauſes and delays, payment had - 
. hitherto been deferred. The minifter be e 50} by de- 
ws claring, & that it was not brought on in conſequerice of | 
any ſtipulation, and that it did not appertain to any 
ttreaty paſt or preſent; but that the honor of the nation 5 
Founded upon its good faith to all mankind, and 8 


5 9 cularly to its allies, rendered the payment indiſpenfi 


Ts 2 warmt 


5 NS 8300 . . 2 > 


The reſolution was carried in the committee upon a a 
viſſon by a majority of 38 to 20. But upon receiving 
the report next day in the houſe, the debate was renewed 
mb HERE 2 ch was 2 8 to eg bv: 
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To l eight, the numbers being 30 to 42, upon 
VVVVVVVVVVV Ong ren a} 
XXI. A. few days before the diſcuſſion of this foreign _ 

claim, the miniſter had been engaged in ſome very yio- _ 
lent debates on a delicate and intereſting ſubject of do- : 


meſtic conterh. He had delivered a meſſage from tlie 


throne, on the ninth of April, in which much uneaſfinefs 
Vas expreſſed by the king at being obliged to acquaint 
the houſe with the difficulties he labqured under, from 

dehbts incurred by the expences of the houſehold and of 


the civil government, which amounted on the fifth of 


the preceding January to-upwards of ſix hundred thou- 


ſand pounds. Fhe meſſage was attended with a num: 
ber of papers, containing various accounts of the expen= _ 
_ viture, and a comparative ſtatement of the whole amount 
of the civil li . 4 ay from the: year 1760, with 
that of the produce of the former revenues which had been 


riated to the like purpoſe during the ſame period 


pprop | 
: 15 former being intended to explain the cauſes of the ex= 


annum, over and above the ſum of eight hundred thow= — 


refs in the expenditure; and the latter to ſhew that the | 
crown had been a loſer by the bargain which it then 


made with parliament. The ſræteenth of the ſame montn 
having been appointed for referring the meſſage to the 


conſideration of the eommittee of ſupply, lord John Ca= 
| _  wendiſh, on that day, moved, that the order of reference - 
+ mightbe diſcharged. Thismotion, which was in effe&, 
Whether the ſpeaker ſnould leave the chair, brought out 


the whole force of debate, and. the fulleſt diſplay of elo- 


gquence and argument on both ſides. The motion was 

at length rejected by 4 majority. of 3281 to 114; and _ 
the houſe, being then reſolved into a committee of ſuppl , 
paſſed two reſolutions to the following purport; vi. 
de that the ſum of ſix hundred and eighteen thouſands 
three hündred and forty pounds, ſhould be granted to en- 


Able his majeſty to diſcharge the debts on the civil lifts 


and that the ſum of one hundred thouſand pounds 
ſand pounds, be granted, as à farther proviſion for the 


better ſupport of his 1 arch houſehold, and of the 
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| _ honour and dignity of the crown. The minority fad 
F that their oppoſition to this vote was founded upon 
| © the pureſt principles of patriotiſm, which equally in- 


* — * 


_ cluded a due attention yy the yes" the r ee | 
and the proſperity of the e, with the moſt per- 
feet and eee eee for ee eee e 
de ſovereign. But they pretended, that a compliance 
with the preſent ate aer in the extent and manner 
|  ' which was ſought by the miniſters and their adherents, 
would be equally an act of treachery to the prince and to d 
F * the people, and a moſt ſhameful ſacrifice of their reſpec- 
_ _.._ _ tive nntereſts. It was, on the other hand, firmly maintain 
cd by the friends of adminiſtration, ** that the crown 
nad a juſt and equitable claim to the proviſion now 
demanded, in conſequence of that moſt generous act of 
dais majeſty in the beginning of his reign, when from a 
- _ truly paternal feeling for the burthens af his people, and 
2 princely deſire of contributing to their eaſe, he ſurren« 4 
dered the civil liſt revenue of the former reign, which 
was fully competent to all the expences of his houſehold _ 
and civil government, and accepted of the preſent in. 
Tome, which, without any experience to decide upon, it 
Was chen hoped, would have been ſufficient for thoſe pur- 
poſes:? It was ſhewn by the cleareſt and moſt indiſput- 
Able ſtatements, that the revenues formerly appropriated - il 
to. the civil liſt, had, during the ſixteen years of the pre- 4 il, 
Tent reign, exceeded the amount of the actual royal in- 
eme, by conſiderably more than two millions, about 
5 '_ «doublethe aggregate of the ſum granted in the year 1769, 
* and that now requeſted, From theſe premiſes it was in- 
Feerred, that the diſcharge of the preſent incumbrances, 
24s welas the future augmentation, were evidently mat: 
ters of right and juſtice, though applied for, and wiſhed _ 
to be received as favours. ** Royal beneficence, it 
Was ſaid, had induced an experiment for the relief of 
the public: upon repeated trial, it was found incapable. 
of its object: was the goodneſs of the ſovereign, and 
bis tenderneſs to his people, to operate to his. perſonal _ 
Joſs? and ko well-intendnd; though ee eee | 
og gs: = e Rk EIS : 1 1 5 15 . : to 
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- to reſtrain his expences within certain limits of his own 
 eafligning to be given as reaſons why he ſhould abide by 
that determination, however impracticable it had been 
found? To this argument in ſupport of the equity of 
the demand, many others were added to demonſtrate the _ 
real inſufficiency of the preſent revenue for its aſſignec 
purpoſes. Remarks were made on the prodigious riſe 
in all the neceſſaries of life, and the incrèaſe in every ar- 
HD tticle of expence and mode of living, which had taken 
„place during the laſt fifty years, being the period ſince 
KF  tertain funds were appropriated to the ſupport of the 
civil liſt eſtabliſhment, which were intended to produce, 
at leaſt a revenue of eight hundred thouſand pounds a 
year. That riſe in the value of things, and increaſe of 
expence, proceeded from the great influx of money, the 
extenſion of commerce, and the conſequent increaſe of 
wealth; and though the riſe was felt by the nobility and 
: 4 Sentry in their private oxconomy,: they were however ge⸗ 
7 pvperally indemnified by a proportional increaſe in the 
5 rents of their eſtates. Was then the ſovereign, 
ſaid the miniſter, “ to be the only gentleman in his do- 
minions who was to be embarraſſed and diſtreſſed in his 
private affairs by this change of eireumſtances ?—and _ 
- inſtead of benefiting by their proſperity, was he toex= 
85 pPerience the ſingular ſituation of being impoveriſhed in 
an inverſe proportion to the general affluence and in- 
N * creaſed wealth of his people? — The happy and nume- 
.' Tons increaſe of the royal family was alſo dwelt upon. 
However great the ſatisfaction derived from this circum. 
ſtance, it was naturally and inevitably productive ff 
8 moon additional expence. Other matters of juſt conſi- 
deration were in like manner to be taken into the account. 
"The revenues of the crown had been greatly diminiſhed - 
in conſequence of the public calamities ; by theſe .. 
the American quit rents were loſt; and by judge 
maments of the courts of law, the four and a half per 
dent. Weſt India revenue was very much: leſſened. i 
In reply to the vague and idle clamour that was raiſed 
About the increaſe. of penſions, and their being made ths | 
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fatal inſtrumei amentary corruption, the gen- 
__ _ Yemen r were very candidly aſked,-< arg 
_ whom age, and conſtitutions. worn down by the toils of 
_ . - adminiſtering juſtice, have rendered an honorable repoſe _ 
as neceſſary as it is equitable ?—myſt miniſters at fo« 
- __ reigh courts, who have ſpent their youth, and certainly 
nut increaſed their fortunes in ſuch employments, retire 
do ſpend their loſt years indiſcontent and miſery +—is the 
-  Muniſicence of the Een in ſhort, to be fettered; are „ 
All exertions of ability to be diſcouraged; and all ardour i 
_ woe public ſervice to be chilled by the deſpair of any 
future recompence ?*— Fhe charges, from different quar« - 
tts, of an undue and dangerous influence obtained to 
the crown by the application of the revenue to the crea» - 
_ tion of ſtanding majorities were reprobated as ec 2 7 N 
unjuſt, illiberai, and ſubverſive in their tendeney, of alt 
parliamentary freedom of inquiry and action. Such 18, 


l 


: { 


the roots every pretenſion to a conduct founded upon; - 
' .. __ opinion or principle. There could be no reaſon given, 
why majorities ſhould be leſs actuated by the latter mo- 
tives than minorities. It was more juſt in fact, reaſon» i. 
Ahle in argument, and candid in ſentiment, to ſuppoſfſe 
that both acted upon principle. It was ſurely a mot | 
unfair, as well as unfounded inference, to preſume that j 
à difference of opinion muſt neceſſarily proceed from im. 
Proper and unworthy motives : to believe that ſuch mo- 
tives were excluſively appropriated to the greater number 
Would be tooridiculous.” —When this part of the fub< 
ziect came to be diſcuſſed in the houſe of lords, the in- 
.__ variable conſtancy and greatneſs of, the majorities on the 
ſide of government were farther accounted for, by being 
. - aſcribed to the uniform propriety and rectitude of 'com- 
duct, which had firmly united the wile, the diſintereſted, 
| the opulent, the virtuous, and even the bulk of the na- 
tion, in ſupport of the preſent miniſters ; a ſupport,” Es 
mic e peers, as unprecedented as it is me- 
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- RCs enen. of the nation, by the great ode 
of country gentlemen, who are too numerous and inde- | 
5 pendent to admit the poſſibility of influence too deeply 
Fc _ intereſted. in the event, not to pay a ftrigt attention to 
8 the conduft of public affairs; and too well verſed in the 
5 trleal intereſts of their country, to approve of any meas 
ſures not founded on right policy and wiſdom.—- The 
cart of Suffolk, in the warmth of debate, added with 
greater truth, perhaps, than temper or delicacy; Ids 
mn my conſcience. and ſoul believe, that the conduẽt of 
_ thoſe called the oppoſition in this country has been as in- 
ſtrumental in rendering the preſent adminiſtration popu»  * 
lar, as the wiſdom and reAitude of their meaſures: -! 
do in my conſcience and ſoul believe, that it has in- 
creaſed the majority in both houſes ; and I am in my 
very heart and ſoul convinced, that they have rendered 
themſelves ſo univerſally deteſtable, by the mode and 
complexion of their oppoſition, that many members, * 
who were doubtful as to the juſtice and expediency of the 
. meaſures purſuing by the king's ſervants, have attached _ ; 
themſelves to adminiſtration, and voted with them, folely © 
on that account. The majorities- were certainly very | 
Aeciſtve in every debate on this ſubje& in both houſes. _ 
When the report was brought up from the committee f 
ſupply, in order to be received by the commons, the firſt 
reſolution to diſcharge the arrears and debts owing on the 
civil liſt, was, in ſpite of all the efforts of a few of the 
minority, agreed to without a diviſion; and though the 
h uouſe did divide upon the report of the ſecond reſolution 
for the annual increaſe of the royal income, the ayes were 
231 againſt 109. In the houſe of lords, the marquis of 
Rockingham's amendment to an addreſs of thanks and 
of chearful acquieſcence was rejected by a majority of 
9 againſt 20; and the main queſtion on the addreſs was 
cCairied by nearly the ſame ſuperiority of numbers. 
XXII. A very fingular circumſtance attended the pre- 
ſenting of the bill for the augmentation of the civil liſt 
revenue to receive the royal aſſent. Sir Fletcher Norton, 
the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, reſolved to GER 
„ oo 50 occaſion 


1 * 
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eſſed the throne in the following 1 aps 


ee Moſt gracious ſovereign, : 
t The bill, which it is now my duty to e to | 


- your maje „is intituled, An alt for the better ſupport of 
bus oe mt tk and of the dre ng 5 
' _ crown of Great Britain, to Which 1 N Ts | 
: bly beg your royal aſſent. 
| “ By this bill, fir, and the reſpeAtful 8 N 
which preceded and accompanied it, your commons have 


iven the fulleſt and cleareſt 2% 7 of 55 zealand affectirn 
5 pen our majeſty. For in a time of public diſtreſs, full of 
culty and danger, their conſtituents labouring under 


| - 2 e almoſt too heavy to he borne, your taithfut 1 5 
donſmons poſtponed all other buſineſs ; and, with as much 
Aiſpatch as the nature of their proceedings would admit, 


have not only granted to your majeſty. a large preſent 


ſupply, but allo a very great additional revenue great, 


beyond example pageants beyond yur majeſty": 8 ee 


aba. D 
00. But all th s, fir, th have done, 8 8 
1 confidence, that vou will apply. wiſely what they have 


granted liberally; and feline; what every good ſubject 


muſt feel with the greateſt ſatisfaction, that, under the + 
5 direktion of your majelty's wiſdom, the aMuence and 


ur of the ſovereign will reflect dignity and Wande 
his people. 


XXIII On the return of the ſpeaker and of the mem. 


4 be who accompanied him, he received the thanks of | - 


This was undoubtedly the word fir Fletcher made 


+ us of at the time, as appeared from the concurrent 


teſtimony of ſeveral members who took notes of his 


| - Tpeech. But being afterwards ſtruck with the inde- 
__ Ceneyof the expreſſion, he ſubſtituted 47 N ke 8 
. at os TO to its * A Tha 


e 


„ eren , . . % 1 
3 of: acquiring ſome. —_— ay, of which he was 
ſuddenly become ambitious, though he had not the ſmalleſt 
claim to it on the ground either of eee partiotiſm of _ 
„ ee ſervices, or of profeſſional integrity. When he 
_ With the bill 4 the bar of the Fouſoof: ee mi 1 5 
| ther os dr _ 
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ents de at the bar of the 
ſe to be thoſe of the commons, were the direct 


it would be proved, whether they thought with 


the chair, or with him. Mr. Rigby, however, was 
too late in his attempt to mortify the ſpeaker's vanity, : 
The commons were pledged by their former vote to 5 e 
port the chair; and they could not without incurring th - 
 reproach-of the moſt flagrant inconſiſtency, undo and re- 
probate on the Friday, thoſe acts which they had done or 
_ applauded on the Wedneſdays Theſe points were ſtrongly 
urged by Mr. Fox, and by the ſpeaker himſelf, who faid, 
d that he would fit no longer in the chair than he was 
ſupported in the free exereiſe of his duty; and, from the 
Vote of approbation with which he had been honored, he 
had reaſon to believe, he was not chargeable with any mil: | 
_ repreſentation.” Aftera long, but very unintereſting de. 
hate, à motion made by Mr. Fox was „ Fer to without a 
diviſion, confirming the former vote, and explicitly declar- 
: ing, {that the ſpeaker, in his ſpeech to the King at the bar 
© 


* 


the houſe of peers, did expreſs, with juſtand proper ener. 


gys the zeal of the commons for the ſupport of the honor ane 
_ dignity of the crown, in circumſtances of great public 
charge. To complete the ſpeaker's triumph in this 
artfully- conducted ſcheme, a-court of common council 
was induced, the week after, by ſome of the faftious 
, en. to reſolve, that the freedom of the city ſhould 


* 


2 


nn. 


1 


2 r his ſpeech; attended with the uſual compliz 

ment of defiring: that it might be printed. The vote 
paſſed merely as a matter of form, and without 'duly _ 

conſidering how far the ſpeaker deſerved ſuch a teſtimony _ 

of approbation. But Mr. Rigby, the pa r of the 

| forces, took an opportunity, two days after, to make 
| ſome very pointed remarks on the ſubje&. He aſſerted, 

4 that the national ſituation had been groſſly miſrepre- 
ſented in à place where nothing but truth ſhould be 
heard z that the ſentiments r Aen. 

' ofher how 

_ reverſe ; that for one, he totally diſelaimed them 
that he was certain a very great majority of the houſe 
; 2 did ſo and that, before the houſe roſe, he 

tr | 


„„ 


Sroneh n . n 
cher a e een but policy | 
* 155 . box, his pride for once een ng over 
his avarice; which was the more remark le, as = Honey | 
che only occaſion upon'which he had eyer been Oe. FH 
- refuſe either a reward or a bribe,! + : EN, 
XXIV. In addition to what has biren: already b 5 
nk 'of the principal grants voted in the committee of 
e it may be proper to give a fummary of lork 
North's ſtatements at es ming of the budget on the 
fourteenth of May. The < ae. e of the ſupplies, % 
© which were deemed neteſſary for the public ſervice, dic 
L not Tall much: ſhort of 3 millions: the ordinarxre- ; 


Ds She land- Shs 4 F duty, the! produce of: the op 
1 e fund, exchequer bill, and other ſmaller reſources; _ 
- - _ ſcarcely amounted to ſeven millions and a half, which 


left a deficiency of five millions and l half: the re | 


millions were to be funded at an annuity of four per 
Cent, and the remaining half million was to be raiſed or 
985 a lottery: the intereſt of the new loan, which, with A” E 
N 3 of one half per cent. for ten years to encourage 


ſeribers, amounted to two hundred and. twenty five 1 5 : 


5 5 thoukind $, Was to be paid by a tax of one og Ins 


euch on all male ſervants not employed in agriculture or 5 | 


trade; by a oy on auctioneers and on goods fold- 
3 e by additional ſtamp duties ; and by additional 
duties-on glaſs. Though the gentlemen of the oppo- 
ſſition declaimed with great vehemence on t the fatal 
e conſequences of the war, and the «© ſcandalous terms of 
the loan, aflerting !( that lord North's- ſole merit and 


boaſt in having made a good bargain for the public was 


founded on the diſcredit of the funds;“ they were 
aſhamed to divide either the committee, 0 the houſe, 

upon any of the reſolutions moved by his lordſhip. Itwas, 

indeed, very eaſy to prove, from a retroſpective view of 
the conduct of other chancellors of the exchequer, that the 
Preſe was one of the moſt ad vantageous which 
= op hon made for the public, when fo h a ſum was 

to be NS" - Rn es with a much judg- 


3 bg: 85 ug 8 ment, 


— 


* Ig" * 
Zo \ 


„ 
5 4 
: 


* 


AS: the weight meh 3 
or, in other eg, to e anſtead of labour x 
"9 hits; AS; Ms Som inſo N 8 r m . 


3 on the 
— country, and to reſiſt her lawful authority by an 
appeal to arms : government had taken every ſtep which 
Was likely to recal the coloniſts to a ſenſe of their duty + 
- 1-nient-meaſures had, howeyer, an effect very different 
from what might reaſonably be expected our modera - 
tion only increaſed their > {Krogh our tenderneſs. their 
diſobedience; and what aroſe from ſentiments the moſt 
We. and affectionate on our part, was interpreted 

to ſpring from motives vrhich never exiſted our mode- 
ration was looked upon to have proceeded fram timidity 3 
_ and our. reluctance to. employ . coercive means was aſ, 
cribed to an inability to ſupport. our juſt authority.—- 
It was unneceſſary,” his lorAthip added, to remind 
the houſe of the ſeveral 888 which took place 


*. from the commencement of the preſent diſputes, till the 


* 


congreſs avowed thoſe ſentiments which America had 
.all alon entertained, and publicly declared thoſe objects 
which the had in view from the beginning. The 2 
of independence cleared up what had been before involved 


n any doubt or obſcurity ; and that in ſuch a manner, 


and accompanied with ſuch ſtriking circumſtances, that 
a. very conliderable majority of the nation at large, as 
well without as within that . houſe, muſt, u upon every | 


| n of right, juſtice, expediency, and ſound policy, - 


e convinced of the neceffity of proſecuting the War; it / 


remained therefore for parliament to make. ſuitable pro- 


_ viſions for carrying it on with vigor and effect, ' The 
Ke: Wer lr as DIAS 85 intimat * 2 to wi 
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© another million, chargeable on the next aids, was Pow 1 
os enable his majeſty to defray any extra expetices that 
© might be incurred on account of military ſervice, and to 5 
ah ä charges een in e deficient 801 25 
coin. Eb 1 
XXV. A tranſaction of a moſt extraordinary nature in | 
his Eaft Indies, and which amounted to no leſs than the | 
total ſubverſion of eſtabliſhed goyernment in one of the i 
e e ſettlements on the coaſt of Coromandel, together 
with ſeveral ſubſequent proceedings relative to it at the 
India houſe, were the means of bringing the affairs of 
_ the company once more within the.cognizance of parlia- 
ment. This revolution was generally aſcribed to the in- 
trigues and ambition of the nabob of Arcot, who had _ 
riſen to very great power through the protection and alli. 
ance of the company, and had ally acquired af 
7 _ -overruling, if not boundleſs influence in the council - 
Hy ut Madrats. - With a view, it was faid, of more ef. 
HH feRually promoting his deſigns, he laid by the jealous = 
28 tate and diſtant pride of an caſtern\ deſpot, and ſeemed. 
i] Yo become, as neatly as could poſſibly be admitted, an 
1 > __ "Inmate, and member of the Britiſh. community at that - 
=_ ſettlement, making the outward, or black town, as it is 
called, the principal feat of his reſidence, Thus he was | 
128 in conſtant poſſeſſion of every tranſackion that paſſed, 1 9 
ee.ren of every propoſal that originated in the pr ver nor 
158 ds it improbable that ſome of the meaſures adopted there 
àLzàiroſe from his on immediate ſuggeſtions, It i certain, 
= _ that a joint enterpriſe, which was undeftaken” by = 
1 compa pans s forces in that preſidency with the nabob's, = 
We | afforded too much colour to fuch an opinion, and un- 
- Happily contributed its full ſhare, along with other caſ- 
it tern exorbitancies, deeply to affect the character of the 
i Engliſh nation both in Europe and Aſia. This was the 
famous expedition to Tanjore, an enterpriſe heard of in 
bu! - almoſt every part of the world, and condemned for its 
Wi  cervelty and uticeAthetever i it was heard. The rajah 
Eo * of "om Gentoo * * m. 
IK ors _ 
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Fe had ben long in Feen of the country, 29d — 
Vo had never been entirely ſubdued by the Magul Tar 
tars; but were rendeted tributary to their empire, the 
8 2 being otherwiſe retained in the original 
Fands. This prince had been for many years in alliane 
boch with the company and the nabob, and had been | 
engaged with them in the perils and fortune of former 
wars. On the ſettlement of the affairs of the Ealt In- 
dies at the treaty of Paris, it was thought neceſſary to 
»i* put an end to the diſpute between France and England, 
| who ſupported the intereſts of different pretenders to pow» | 
er in that part of the world. France was accordingly 
| obliged to admit Salabat Jing as lawful ſubah of the De- 
Fan; and Mahomet Ali Cawn, as lawful nabob of the 
- Carnatic, The mogul readily granted, on his part, ſuch 
powers as were neceſſary to confirm theſe arrangements. 
Accounts were allo liquidated, and a-convention made 
A pnder the authority and guarantee of the company be- 
IF fiveen their own allies. The nabob was to be paid the 
arreargof; and to receive, in future, the tribute due to tze 
mogul, for which he was to be accountable to their com- 
mion ſuperior, and to have a conſiderable ſum for him= _ 
#lf. The rajah was to remain in all other reſpects as 
before in poſſeſſion of his 'dominians ; but a variety of 
tranfact ions ſoon after took place between him and the 
nabob, and new accounts were opened, the rajah alledg- 
ing that he ought to be allowed for his expences in cer. 
_ - fain military ſervices rendered to the nabob, and the lat 
fer inſiſting on receiving immediate payment of the ſump _ 
ſtipulated under the late convention without any abate» 
ment. Theſe diſputes continued for ſome time, till the 
nabob prevailed on the powers at Madraſs and on the 
royal commiſſioners to fall in with his views z anda wan, 
on the pretence of a delay in payment, broke out. The 
tajah was little able to withſtand the united foree of be 
_ Company and nabob, His capital being taken after a = 
brave defence, the unhappy prince was ſtripped without 
pity or remorſe, of every thing but life, His kingdom 


| wap kiel by the nabob 3; his trralures were eppes 
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hilft his ſubjects, who were among the moſt 3 


3 enges un 5 n 
pences of the war, and to other Py purpoſes 5 


people in India, experienced all the cruelty and rapaci 


dk a Mahometan ' conqueſt” and government- "The ac= 
..._._Eount of this tranſaction, with all the eircumſtances __ 

the ſpoil and ruin of > friend and ally in fo eee, 
à manner, excited the greateſt indignation of the com- 


any in 0 That viſible aſcendency over the 
Pane, ol 


alarming con ion. He had alſo removed his eldeſt 


5 on; -a mild and moderate pr ince, from all power, and 
from the command of his armies, and placed it in the hands 
of his ſecond ſon, a young man of a temper more c 


1 


nial'to his own, 3 poſſeſſed f ability, with a ſtrong 


-  FJpiritof enterpriſe.” Good policy, therefore, as well 
 Sultice, pointed out the propriety of ſettitig ſome bound * 
to the nabob's ambitious career, by reſtoring the rajah 

' to his 'dominions, The company, at the fame tir 


were far from wiſhing to fall out with the nabob, if BH 


ES could be avoided ; nor were they diſpoſed to urge mat- 
„ 0 to fore? extremity with their ſervants for what was 
Th pr A reparation of the outrage and wrong ſeemed | 


y to Nog ow every purpoſe ; but it was apprehended, 


: _ a vigorous proſecution of the delinquents would i in „ 
„ Yolve the company's affairs in the utmoſt perplexi 05 5 0 | 5 
order to execute ſo delicate a commiſſion with equal pru- 
. dence, ſafety, and honour, it was reſolved to ſend vi 
Lord Pigot, as governor and preſident of Madraſs, the 
23 Oy very reaſonably fuppoſing, that the appearance 


F tuch a man upon that ground which had been the 


ſeene of his former power and glory, where his name and 
actions were ſtill freſh and alive, and where the princi- 
Pal and moſt dangerous party was little more than the 
TFreature of his own making, would have been attended 
With diſtinguiſhed advantages; and that he might have 


performed thoſe acts without envy or jealouſy, which” 


Would have been oppoſed or reſented in other hands. The 
E Nw" on TOY * before lord” I” 1 


x actions of their ſervants, of which the na= 
| bob had now e ven a very dangerous proof, was anbther 
erati 
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in his government, afforded. a full ne 
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of the nabob's ability in intrigue, I ugh the part al- 
ready taken by the council would neceſſar | 

their conduct in endeavouring to a wa or confirm their 
don former act, he thought it pr 


ent to intereſt them 
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ily.influencs. 


fill mary; deaply in the meaſure of ſecuring to him. ts 


all 
2 notwithſtanding the previous meaſures which hade 


two of the council by his own caſting vote. He alſo pat 
fr Robert Fletcher, the commande in chief of the forceg, 


perpetual poſſeſſion of Tanjore. He accordingly bor- 


towed. vaſt ſums of money from ſeveral members of ts 
council, and ſome others whoſe weight and concurrence . 
might be requiſite for the completion of his ſcheme; and 
| 7 or indireftly mortgaged to them the revenues of _ 
Tanjore, as a ſecurity both for the principal, and for a 
prodigious intereſt ariſing on it, which amounted annu- 
to near one third of the original deht. Lord Pigot 


not reach Madraſs till the latter end of the year 1275 
en taken, and the violent oppoſition he experienced, he 


o were farther ſtreng 


and having put the queſtion, carried the ſuſp 


. under 


4 


| ſucceeded fo far as to reſtore the rajah to the juſt poſſeſ- 
ton of his ancient and hereditary dominions. His lord». 
i mp had now to encounter the mortal enmity of the na- 
ob, and a corrupt combination of the majority of the 
w thened by the dangerous 
power lodged in the hands of the commander in chief of 
te forces, The diſputes, grew hotter from day to day; 
and the cabals with the nabob grew cloſer and cloſer. It 
was of the greateſt moment to ſend a proper officer to Tan- 
jore. The oppoſition part of the council firſt agreed _ 
with the governor on the meaſure, and the deſignation of 
the perſon. They ſoon changed their minds about: the 
latter, and inſiſted, that being the majority of the coun- 
eil, they liad a right to do every thing, regardleſs of tiue 
- governor's opinion or diſſent. Lord Pigot, finding them 
5 e by no other prineiple than that of traverſing all 
bis endeavours for carrying the orders of the company . 
Into execution, took. a very bold ſtep, for which nothing 
but the exigency of the moment could afford any 2 


* 


14 „ %%% AD 2777 
under an afreſt for diſobedience of his ſupreme au- 
tzhority in the fortreſs. Inſtead of waiting the deci: 
ſion of the company on theſe meaſures, a plot was 
formed by the offended party for ſeizing the perſon _. 
of the preſident, and for effecting a ci 294 revolution 


— in their own favor. In conſequence of the arreſt laid 


5 


z e 
1 
* * = 


; - 


„upon fir Robert Fletcher, colonel Stuart ſucceeded to 
the command of the forces. Though this gentleman - 


woas in the higheſt ſtate of intimacy and friendfhip win 


lord Pigot, he notwithſtanding entered deeply into the » 
views of the conſpirators z and as any military violence 
offered to the governor within the precincts of the for- 


treſs would involve the actors in the penalties of the mu- 


tiny laws, the colonel inveigled him to quit the only 
ſituation which could afford him ſecurity. Having, on 
the twenty third of Auguſt 1776, ſpent the fore part of 
tte day with his lordſhip, he took oceaſn from the ex. 
veſſive heat of the weather to recommend in the evening 4 
a cool retreat to a villa at a ſmall diſtance from Madraſs, m; 
appropriated to the uſe of the governors; and made an 
offer of his own company, as a farther inducement. 
In the way, they were ſurrounded, as had been coficerted 
_ __ ſervice, when, under the auſpices and immediate hands 
_ » of his late companion and gueſt, the governor was thruſt | 
Out of his chaiſe, with circumſtances of not leſs rudenels A 
than violence, and carried priſoner to a place called the 


 _ Mount, where he was confined under a ſtrong militar 


vernment, appointing their principal leader to be 
ſueceſſor, and copying the very act on which their chief 
complaints againſt him were founded, by removing from 


guard. His enemies now ſeized all the powers of 50. a 


bl the council ſuch members as had voted with him in the 


_  garliament;- But in ſpite of all the efforts of forru 


former ſtruggle. Both parties ſent confidential perſons 
A8 expreſſes to England, a the one to arrai gn, and the 


5 other to juſtify the late proceedings. Even the nabob 


Hhad-an agent in London, who left no means untried tc 
Alitecure effectual ſupport both at the India Houſe and in 
tion 


wes; 
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and intrigue, ſo great was the indignation oF the company 


0 general at the conduct of the conſpirators, that when 
the whole buſineſs was formally laid before the proprie: 


tprs at their quarterly court, on the twenty fixth of 
March 1777, they agreed to a reſolution, which was af 
terwards confirmed on a ballot by a majority of 382 to 
140, recommending to the court of directors, ( to take 


the moſt effectual meaſures for reſtoring lord Pigot to the __ 
full exerciſe of the powers veſted in him by the company; 


— and for inquiring into the conduct of the principal ae- 
tors in his impriſonment. Though ſeveral of the di- 
reectors had been gained over to the oppoſite intereſt, they 
ould not avoid acting in ſeeming conformity to this re- 

commendation, while they. were ſecretly. determined to 
render it nugatory. Several reſolutions were accordingly - 
pms at a court held the eleventh of April, b which 5 
lord Pigot was reſtored to the full exerciſe of the office 
and powers, from which he had been degraded; his four 

friends, who had been driven from their ſeats, were re. 
inſtatedſ;ʒ and the ſeven members of the council, including 


the commander in chief, who had violently overthrown  _ 


the government by a militaryforce, were ſuſpended from 
the ates Arie Beds theſe was e vote f 
cenſure on lord Pigot's conduct; and while inſtructions 
were preparing to accompany the reſolutions, every pof. 
ſible impediment was thrown in the way to retard or m- 
barraſs the buſineſs. The main ſubject e bee be 
almoſt forgotten in a variety of other diſputes. At 
length, une de in of an attempt to pleaſe 


- all parties, to reconeile all differences, and to adminiſter ' 


impartial juſtice, three new reſolutions were propoſed; - 
and, to the aſtoniſhment of the public, Pe eee in 
favor of them was carried, at another general courtfof 
the proprietors on the ninth. of May, by a majority of 
414 to 317. By the firſt of theſe reſolutions, after res 
probating the treatment which lord*Pigot had met with, 
and affording him the mockery of 4 temporary reſtoration _ 
to his government, without any power of acting in it, he . 
was ordered immediately home, for an inquiry wee. his 
„ ͤũ 7¾ :! ä 


1 


| 


1 


a =. - 


— 


| - governor Johnſtone to bring the matter before parliament by 


| 28 drxaſs; and to annul the late incongruous reſolgtion for | 
| 'þ found a bill for better ſecuring the Engliſſi ſettlements 


| _ pals were abſent, perhaps. from an unwillingneſs to take . 


q 


4 ttzis occaſion; Mr, Fox, in particular, excited ſuch ſud- 


1 Ss : EY dord's brother, after ſtating in a ſeries of refolutions, 
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conduct: by the ſecond, his friends in the council were or- 
daeered home: and by the third, the whole body of his 

enemies were likewiſe recalled, Such glaring inconſiſt- 


_ ency in the proceedings at the India Houſe prompted. 


On the twenty-lecond of the ſame month, and to moys _ 

for ſeveral reſolutions, which went to a ſtrong approba- 
tion of lord Pigot's conduct; to a confirmation of tho!s , 

a Ja of the company that had been either paſſcd in hig 
favor, or in condemnation of the fattious party at Mas „ 


his recal. On theſe, if carried, the mover intended to 


in the Eaſt Indies. The motion was oppoſed by the 
friends of adminiſtratian, though moſt of the princie 


any ſhare in the debate. It certainly did lord North 
very little honor to exert himſelf in ſupporting the ab- 
ſurd and yenal reſolution of the court of proprietors. 
Al the force of argument, all the powers of eloquence; - 


dien and extraordinary burſts of applauſe, as had never 
before been heard in a Britiſh houle of commons. Vet, 
When a diviſion took place at one o'clock in the morne 
ing, the numbers were only 67, in favor of governor 
Juohnſtone's motion, againſt go, by whom it was rejected, 
The unfortunate nobleman, whoſe conduct and Wwhoſe 
fufferings were the chief ſubject of the debate, did not _ 
live to feel the additional ſting of parliamentary injuſtice, 


” 


FPleven days before this deciſion, he fell a victim to the 


rigours of confinement, to the inſults and cryelty of his 


._____ enemies; but retained to the laſt moment that dignity 


and firmneſs of character, for which he had been ſo emi- 
ent iti, I. 


This affair in all its circumſtances was again 


„ brought before the houſe of commons, on the ſixteentk 


of April 1779, when admiral Pigot, the deceaſed 
the 


. 
_ 
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_- XXVI. The attention of parliament was now called 
off from the confuſions of the eaſt ta the more preſſing 


concerns of the weſtern world. On the thirtieth of May, 


the lords having been previouſly ſummoned for the pur- 
pole, a motion was made by the earl of Chatham, that 
an humble addreſs be preſented to his majeſty, adviſing ' 
him to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for 


- 


putting a ſtop to the preſent unnatural war againſt the 
cColonies, upon the only juſt and ſolid foundation, namely, 
the removal of accumulated grievances,” His lordſhip, 


though bowed down by age and infirmity, and bearing 
a crutch in each hand, exerted himſelf with all the fire 
and vigor of youth, —will all the energy of a mind 
ſeemingly inſuſceptible of decay. By the removal of 


accumulated grievances, ſaid he, “ I mean the repeal 


of every oppreſſive act which has been paſſed ſince the 


year 1763. I would put our brethren in America pre- 


_ cilely on the ſame footing they ſtood at that period. 
This will open the way for treaty : it will be the har! 
binger of peace to the afflicted colonies; and will con- 
vince them, that parliament is ſincerely diſpoſed, to re- 
the principal facts relative to the e con- 
» Pray 
ing, ** that he would be "graciouſly pleaſed Ren ; 
directions to his attorney-general to proſecute” George 
Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, and George 
Mackay, eſquires,: for ordering their governor, lord 
Pigot, to be arreſted and confined under a militarx 
force; they being returned to England, and now with 


cluded with moving an addreſs to his maje 


in the juriſdiction of his majeſty's courts of Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall.“ Stratton, the ringleader of thoſe conſpi- 


rators, Was, at this critical inſtant of time, perſon- 
ally preſent in his place, as a member of the houſe of 
gommons; and entered into a long defence of his own — . 
conduct, as well as that of his colleagues. But his 
vindication appeared ſo unſatisfactory, that admiral 
Pigot's reſolutions were carried and the addreſs agreed 
to unanimouſly. - In the ſequel, however, tne delin« 
quents, though convicted in the court of King's Bench, 
were ſentenced only to pay a trifling fine. 
e cCouuciliation. 
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You conquer America, you conquer under the cannon of 


rance, under a maſked. battery then ready to open. 


The pretenſions of France will increaſe daily, ſo as to 
become an ayowed party in either peace or war. The 
latter is not the leſs probable, becauſe profeſſions of 
ga ammity continue to be made, It would be folly in Francs 

to declare jt now, while America gives full employment 
to our arms, and is pouring into her lap her wealth and 
produce. While the trade of Great Bfitain languiſnes, 
While her taxes increaſe and her revenues diminiſh, 4 
France is ſecuring and drawing to herſelf that commeres 
which is the baſis of your power,” The motion, though 
well ſupported by the duke of Grafton, by lord Camden, 
Aud the earl of Shelburne, was oppoſed. by a very conſi- 
_  dexable majority, for ſeveral ſtrong and eee EY 
In the firſt place, it arraigned the conduò 

and condemned meaſures which had repeatedly receiveg 
the ſanction both of parliament and people: it held oujt 


nothipg new, and was nothing more than a repetition 


off what had been often propoſed, and as often rejetted in 
that OE i ee Bs Anal d 8 
_ -  wereng longer the ſubject of diſpute; the great queſtion 
noy⸗ n ſupremacy of Great Neto nd he .: 
mubordinate dependence of America: to ſhake off the 
|." gontroul of the mother country was the primary object 
with the coloniſts; and their. preſent ' oppohtion was 
merely the effect of a premeditated deſign of ſeveral years 


s, or particular grievayceg 


ſtanding :'in ſuch a diſpoſition and determinatiof on 


their ſide, it was affirmed that all conceſſion on ours 
would be not only fruitleſs, but ridiculous and ads 


üg it would draw upon us the contempt of our W fs 


mv 


ä ET (hg 
conciliation. We have tried for unconditional ſubmiſ- 
ion; let us now try what may be gained by uncondi- 
tional redreſs. To conquer the Americans is * | 
_ _  ible—You cannot do it—] may as well pretend s 
drive them before me with this crutch, I am expe- 
rienced in ſpring hopes and yernal promiſes; but at laſt 
will come your equinoctial diſappointment.,—Beſides, 
my lords, eould thoſe hopes be even realiſed, and ſhould - 


ito. 


of the nation, 
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und excite into action the defign or malice of our ene- 
mies. The lords in adminiſtration denied any danger 
ftom France, and aſſerted, that the aſſiſtance given to 
the Americans proceeded neither from the court nor the 
cabinet, but from the ſpirit of military enterpriſe and © | 
commercial #dventure. They treated the idea thrown - | 
but by lord Chatham, reſpecting the conduct of France, | 
as the moſt extraordinary, or rather themoſt extravagant 
that ever was heard. The noble earl tells us, faid 
1 Li the preſident of the council, © that if we conquer Ameri- 

To c.a, we will conquer it for France: if France ſhould join = 
America againſt us, and get the better of us, Ameriedl, 
though ſucceſsful, will nevertheleſs be conquered; and 

| become a province or dependency of France: and though * 
we neither conquer; nor are conquered, ſtill America will 
be loſt to England, and fall to our enemies and rivals. 

If I had no other objection to the preſent motion than 

the picture it would exhibit td foreign nations of our pre- 
tended imbecility and the deſperate ſituation of our af- 

- faits, that alone would be ſufficient with me to give it a 

moſt hearty negative. The motion was rejected by 

99 voices againſt 48; and parliament was prorogued the 

= XXVII. No equal ſpace of time for ſeveral __ 

20s . py afforded fo little domeſtic matter worthy of ob- 

"WF ſervation, as the interval between the riſing of parlia= - Þ} 

8 ment on the ſixth of June and its meeting again on | 
5 the twentieth of November. - Neither the town nor the _ 


* 
* 
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a . 


q 

; 

ö 'Eountry preſented any new object of curioſity, of ſur- 

) Priſe, tf poblic'conch'n, or of rty contention. But 

ö this barrenneſs of | intereſting occurrences at home 4 
; was amply compenſated by the accounts every daß / JN 
received of events of the campaign in America, It * 

E began early in the fpring with ſmall. enterprites, Which lf 
2 Were conducted with great ſpirit, and were then looked 
a upon as 1 preludes to more enlarged plans of pe- 
7 

9 


ration. A detachment of five hundred men, under the 


command of colonel Bird, was ſent on board ſome tranf- 
Ports on the twenty- third of March, and orded to 8 


=> 


I 9 William Erſkine, two x 

| any deficiency of his military talents. T'wo -thoutand 

a e from different regiments, 
0 


* 


About two miles diſtance, but not before they tet fire te 


„„ oo 8 e 
_ _  ceed to New York about fifty miles up the North River 
to Peek's Kill, which ſerved as a kind of port to a 
. _ mountainous tract, called the manor of Courland, where 
the Americans, during the winter, had erected millss 
And eſtabliſhed their principal magazines. The enemy, 
though ſuperior in number, Fetired to a ſtrong pals at 


the barracks and ſtorehouſes. The Britiſh troops, upon + 


their landing, could only complete the conflagration which 
it was not in their power to prevent and, aſter deftroy= 
ing ſeveral ſmall craft laden with proviſions, returned to 
New Vork. This ſervice, however, was far from filling 
up the outline of the commander in chief s deſign. The 
magazines at Peek's Kill were not of the magnitude and 
importance lie had been led to expect; and ſomething, 
jf poſſible, muſt ſtill be done, to weaken the enemy by 
cutting off their reſources. He obtained intelligence 
that the Americans had depoſited large quantities of 
ſtores and proviſions in the town of: Danbury, and other 
- _ 'places in the borders of Connecticut, which lay contiga- 
dus to Courland Manor. It was therefore reſolved to 
undertake another. expedition againſt thoſe parts; anc 
dhe conduct of it was intruſted to governor Tryon, Who 
had been lately promoted to the rank of major general of 


the a0 rg as a reward for his activity in raiſing and 


_dilciplining conſiderable bodies of them. The governor 
Was accompanied by brigadier-general Agnew and ſir 
ere well qualified to ſupply 


being paſſed through the ſound under convoy of two fri⸗ 
twenty miles to the ſouthward of Danbury. At ten 
o'clock at night they began their march to that place, 


and arrived there next nn of ee being totally 


unprepared either to impede t 


eir progreſs, or to oppo 


lll gates, were landed on the twentyefifth of April about 


their entrance. But they ſoon perceived that the count 


Was rifing to intercept their return; and as they had nei- 


20 
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F Groen, ay | 
| ores and proviſions, they - proceeded witho it & lay to 
the deſtruction of the magazine. Fhe town-was alſo - 
reduced to aſhes. | A day having beenunayoidably ſpent 
in the execution of this ſervice, the American generals 
Wooſter, Arnold, and Silliman, haſtily collecting ſuch }. 
militia as were within their. reach, made uſe of every ſtra- 
tagem and effort to cut off the retreat of the detachment, 
In one of theſe ſkirmiſhes, Wooſter was mortally wound- 
Ph ed; and though: Arnold, by crofling the country, had 
gained an advantageous poſt at Ridgefield, and had 
p | thrown up ſome intrenchments. to cover his front, ne 
found the courage and diſcipline of the Britiſh troops ir- 
reſiſtible. The village was forced; the Americans were 
driven back on every ſide; and their commander himſelf, _ 
after ſame extraordinary acts of perſonal valour, had a 
very narrow eſcape. It being then late in the evening, 
general Tryon and his men lay on their arms, that night; 
but as ſoon as they reſumed their route at day- break, the } 
enemy, having been reinforced with troops and cannon, 
aſſailed them from all quarters. Upon every advantage 
of ground, their main body attacked the foremoſt ranks © 
with great reſolut ion, whilſt hovering parties on tge 
flanks and rear continually endeavoured to diſturb the 
order of the march, and to'prevent the poſſibility of any _ 
regular or general engagement. At length the royal 
forces gained the hill of Compo, within half a mile of 
the ſhipping, and there formed immediately upon the 
high ground, as two diſtant bodies of the Americans 
ſeemed to be preparing for a deſperate onſet. Sir Wil. 
liam Erſkine, placing himſelf at the head of four hun- 
dred of e of the detachment, charged the _ 
enemy with the bayonet, and ſo completely routed the 
two columns, that the Britiſh troops were iuffered to 
re · imbark without any farther annoyance. Large quan» 
tities of corn, flour, and. falt proviſions, about two + © 
thouſand: tents, with various military ſtores and neceſſa. 
_ Ties, were deſtroyed in the courſe of this expedition. 'The _ 
loſs of men on the royal fide was not near fo conſiderable _ 
as might have been expected from their expoſed fituation | 
/// i ga» 
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| in this 1 R eee 
miſſing, amounting to one hundred and ſeventy-two, of 
whom more than two-thirds were wounded. The = 1 0 


5 ral loſs on the American ſide was more than double, 


. -  » the number of the ſlain about four to one: among 


latter were three field officers, beſides general Wooſter - 
und ſome other people of ns 5 
VEVXXVIII. It Wee Jar ps in return for this br . = 
pedition, the effect which, by the 
Americans, that the Connecticut men, not long en 
paid a viſit to Long Iſland. Having ee bee, intelli-⸗ 
gence, that commillaries had for ſome time been em. 
RE a7 loyed in procuring forage, grain, and other neceſſaries 
5 r 


was ſeverely felt 


the Britiſh forces, and that theſe articles were de- 


Solited at a little called 8 Harbour, the dif- _ 
dance of that ee New Vo, thee: enact - 


of the protection which conſiſted nly of a Soy of of 


Foot and an armed ſchoaner of twe 


couragement for a deſign to fruſtrate that * of ſu 5 hy 


Seba g the wants of the army. Colonel Meigs, an actſve 
who had attended Arnold to Quebec, and had 


5 «berntaloen priſoner inthe attempt to form that city, con- 
8 Aucted this enterpriſe. Having on the twenty - third f 


May crofled the ſound with a detachment of about 4 
eee, and fifty men in whale-boats, he firſt landed on 
| Ahomonth branch of the iſland; and, after carrying the 

boats over an arm of land, embarked again, and landed 
on the ſouth branch of the iſland, within four miles af 
Saggy Harbour. They arrived at this place before hreaæk 
af day and notwithſfanding the reſiſtance they met with 
from the guard, and the vigorous efforts of the ſchooner 
— which 8 rar Lese wa e ſhotat a hun- 
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1 
1 acircumf is mentioned as a n which; owe 
_ Ever, requires ſome 23 — to be admitted. The par- 
Is are faid to have returned to Guilford in Connecticut, 
y-five hours from the time of their departure, 

having, Peking ing that ſpace, not 9: effectually accom. 

_ pliſhed the object of their enterpriſe, but having traverſed: 


no leſs by land and by water than ninety miles. 


XXIX. From the account given, at the cloſe of the i ö 
l chapter, of the ſituation of the troops under lord 


Cornwallis at Brunſwick and Amboy pe! the winter, 3 


ſome idea may be formed of the hardſhips they muſt have 
| ſuffered from the ſeverity of the i the difficulty 
of obtaining proviſions and forage, and the unremitting 
duty e by the nearneſs of the enemy, and by the 


frequent attempts made on both ſides to turpriſe each 


other's outpoſts. Though the Americans were defeated 


in almoſt every encounter, yet thele ſkirmiſhes gradually 
_ jnured them to military ſervice; About the latter end 

' of May, congreſs were enabled to ſend large ſupplies of _ 
men from the different provinces to general Waſhington, 
who, on receiving this re-inforcement, -quitted his for- 
mer camp at Morris-town, and advancing within a few 


miles of Brunſwick, took poſſeſſion of the ftrong coun- 


try along Middle Brook, which was ſecured by every _ 
means both of natural and artificial defence, and com- 


manded at the ſame time a full view of all the motions 


of his adverſaries. The army at New York was not 

able to take the field till 10 ne, Pom want of tent and field 
equipage, which at lengt 
a body of Anſpach troops and ſome Britiſh and German 


arriving from England, with 


W fir William Howe paſitd over in full force to 


the Jerſeys, reſolved totry all poſſible means of inducing 


Waſhington to quit his faſtneſſes, and to hazard an en- 


gagement. But the American commander penetrated | 
into his deſigns, and eluded them by his cool, collected, 


3 conduct. Finding every other manœuvre 
Kual, fir William, after having continued four 


days in front of the enemy's lines, retreated on the nine- 
| 1 * 18855 hs _— of Teming Cn” 
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Hsle ordered the whole army to fall back from Brunſwick = 
to Amboy. This movement had all the immediate effect 
that could have beem expected. Several large bodies un- 
der the command of the generals Maxwell, Conway, ang 
lord Stirling, ruſhed on to haraſs the rear. Such trifling 
advantages as the beſt regulated retreat muſt afford to tlie 
purſuers, and ſome exceſſes committed perhaps With a 
view to the general deſign by the retiring ſoldiers, in- 
' creaſed the ardour and inflamed the paſſions of the Ame- 
ricans. Another meaſure adopted by the Britiſh general \ 
at Amboy ſerved to complete the deluſion. He threw a 
bridge over the channel that ſeparates Staten Iſland from 
the continent; and a part of the troops having croſſed _ 
with the heavy baggage, the reſt of the army ſeemed juſt 
ready to follow; ſo that every thing concurred, along 
with the vanity natural to mankind, to make the Ame 
Ticans believe, that the retreat was not only real, but 
that it proceeded from a knowledge of their . 4 5 
and a dread of their power. Even Waſhington himſelf, 
with all his caution, was ſo far impoſed upon by 1 | 
feint, that he left his almoſt pens rev s upon the _ | 
| Bills, and advanced to a place called Quibble-town, to 
| 7 i be the nearer at hand, for. the protection or 4,2 . 
5 his advanced parties. The Britiſn general loſt no 
time in endeavouring to profit by theſe circumſtances, 
a He marched the army back by different routes with, the 
utmoſt expedition, in hopes of cutting off ſome of thoſe 
parties that had been moſt eager in the purſuit, and of 
Coming up with the main body at Quibble-town; or, if 
ttzheſe ſchemes failed through the celerity of the enemy, it 
. _ was intended that lord Sen with his column, 
mould take a conſiderable circuit to the right, and ſtrive 
d o get poſſeſſion of ſome paſſes in the mountains, which, 
by their ſituation and command of ground, would have 
reduced Waſhington to the neceſſity of abandoning that 
ſtrong camp, which had hitherto afforded him ſo advan- 
tagedous a ſecurity. In the proſecution of this part of 
the plan, his lordſhip fell in with a large detachment of 
& enemy, amounting in number to about three N 
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BH — © Maxwell. They were ſtrongly poſted, and well provided 

With artillery; but being unable long to ſuſtain the im- 

petuoſity of the attack, they gave way on all ſides, and 
gal , where the woods and © 


aten un. wps 
command of lord Stirling and 


were purſued as far as We | 
the intenſe heat of the day put a ſtop to the career of the 


victorious troops. In this action and flight the Ameri- _ 1 
cans loſt two hundred men and three pieces of braſs can» 
non. General Waſhington ſoon perceived hiserror, and 


as ſpeedily remedied it, by regaining his ſtation on the 
hills, and ſecuring thoſe paſſes which were the grand ob- 


ject of lord Cornwallis's enterpriſe. Sir William Howe, 
being now convinced, that any new ſcheme of bringing - 


the Americans to an engagement would be not only fruits . 


| leſs, but a waſte of that time and ſeaſon which might be 
employed to great advantage elſewhere, reſolved to re. 
tire from the Jerſeys, and to convey his army by fea in- 
= to the very heart of Penſylvania DIET Accordingly, on the f 
twenty eighth of June, he returned with all the forces to 


Amboy, and next day croſſed over to Staten Ifland, 


5 whence the embarkation was intended to take place. 
XXX. During the ceſſation produced b' preparations 


on the one ſide, and a general alarm on the other from 


the impoſſibility of knowing where the ſtorm would fall, 


a ſpirited adventure was undertaken by an American | 
colonel of the name of Barton, which had for its object 


the carrying off general Preſcot whocommanded at Rhode 
Iſland, and ning Pos only retaliating the ſurpriſe of 


general Lee, but alſo procuring an indemnification for 1 
his perſon, The Britiſh general's head quarters were on | 


the weſt fide of the iſland, about a quarter of a mile from 


the ſhore, He was guarded by only one cent inal at a 
time; and as there was not any body of troops within 
a mile of him, nor any patroles along the ſhore, he muſt 
have depended ſolely on a guard-ſhip that lay in the bay 

_ oppolite to his quarters. Colonel Barton, being ae. 
gquainted with theſe circumſtances, ſet out from Provi- 
_ dence, with ſome officers and ſoldiers, in two boats 
| Keeping cloſe to the i 


and, till he came to the ſouth end, 
)))) 
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Where he remained till dark, and then proceeded acroſs” 


midnight. The centinel was ſurpriſed; the general was 
| S his clothes, was hurried on board one of the boats. The 


[EW 


Without being perceived, and conveyed the general in 


le had alſo been weak enough to provoke ſome ſuch at- 


— — — — 


had been a common out- law ;—a filly inſult, which Ar- 
nold immediately returned, by ſetting an inferior price 
upon Preſcot's perſon. Sir William Howe had hitherto, 


—— — — re — — 


vhatever; but the capture of general Preſeot obliged him 
to give up that point, and Lee was in a ſhort time re- 
Gore £o the American auff. gets 
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ing a ſyfficient-force under general Clinton for-the des 


land, failed with the fleet from Sandy Hook ; and after 


F ie the Delaware below Philadelphias with an in: 


- eleventh of September the Britiſh army advanced in twa. 
columns, the right commanded by general Knyphauſen, 


| prderto.eroſa/the forks of the Brandy-wine, and attack 
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I!  rable degree ſucceſsful; the firſt after a ſevere conflict 
WH --- forcing the paſſage of the ford, and the latter routing 
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boat paſſed under the ſtern of the Britiſh guard - ſnip! 
. fafety to Providence. He was much blamed for his im- 
3 2 ence, in truſting himſelf ſo far from the troops under 
is command, and not adopting proper means of ſecurity. 


. tempt by offering a reward for taking Arnold, as if he 


XXXI. On the twenty-third of July, the army, leay+- 
ſence of New Vork, and ſeven battalions at Rhode IC. 

_ a tedious voyage, landed at Elk Ferry, at the head of 
Cheſapeak Bay. Waſhington, who had been for ſome _ 
weeks in anxious ſuſpenſe as to. the deſtination of the 
troops, upon this intelligence took poſſeſſion of .the - 

heights on the eaſtern ſide of the river Brandy wine, which 
tention to diſpute the 'paſlage. By day-break on the 
1 marching directly to Chadsford; and the other column, 

Ander lord Cornwallis,» taking a circuit to the left in 
the enemy on the right flank. Both were in a conſide- 
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taken out of bed; and, without being ſuffered to put on 0 a 
x a 


= ſteadily refuſed to releaſe general Lee on any conditions 
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approach of night, and ſir William Howe's uſual tard i:. 
. - neſs, or rather neglect to puſh his advantages next mor 
ing, prevented the rg, eſtruction of the American ar-. 
my. About three hundred of them were killed in the 
; 5 58 ſix hundred wounded, and near four hundred 
taken priſoners: they alſo loſt ſeveral pieces of artillery.x— 
Not e one hundred of the Britiſh. were killed, anỹd 
four hundred woundfd. Had an early and vigorous pur- _ 
5 ſuit been ordered next day, it was confidently afſerted, - 
af, that the ſmall and confuſed parties of the runaways muſt; _ 
— have been cut off, and that even Waſhington and the 
corps he kept together, with whom he remained for 
5 the whole night at Cheſter, only eight miles from the 
L held of battle, would have been intercepted in their re. 
treat to Philadelphia, as it was twenty-three miles diſ  - 
tant from them, though no more than eighteen mils 
from the Britiſh camp. Sir William Howe permitted 
17 not only to march without the leaſt annoyance to 
hiladelphia, but to remain there unmoleſted for three 
days, collecting as many of his routed troops as he pol-: 
ſibly could, and recrviting from his magazines the ſtores 
he had loſt in battle. This valuable time was employed _ 
by the Britiſh commander in cautious, but, at lach * 
Juncture, extremely unſeaſpnable and unneceſſary move- 
%%%%Vh dd to Cn gn Og ety * Eg 3 OE Tele NN 
XXXII. Intelligence having been received en the 
twentieth of September, that general Wayne had con 
cCealed himſelf in the woods, with fifteen hundred men; 
upon ſome ſcheme of haraſſing the left wing or the rear 
ot the Britiſh army on their march, major-· general Gre 


was detached at night, with two regiments and a a 
olf light infantry, to ſurpriſe that corps. His ſkill and 
energy were very eonſpicuous in this enterpriſe. He gave 
ſttrict orders that not a gun ſhould be fired, and that his 
men ſhould truſt ſolely. to the ſilent effect of the bayonet. 
The enemy's outpoſts were completely ſurpriſed, without 
The marquis de 1a Fayette, at that time only _ 
nineteen years of age, who had recently entered as 4 
_ volunteer. into the American ſervice, was wounded ian 
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7 anda number of priſoners taken, the remainder eſcaping 


. 
* ” 4 


1 tion of which the Americans had endeavoured to render 
= -impraGticable by works and batteries conſtructed on a 
= . low, marſhy iſland, formed near the the junction of the 
=_ - Delaware 9 the Schuylkill ; and on the oppoſite ſhore, 
dy a redoubt and lntrenchiment at a place called Red- 
bank. | Acroſs the mid · channel they had in various parts 1 
fu large tranſverſe beams, bolted together, and ſtrong- 
| ty headed with iron pikes pointing in various di- 
= revtions, to which, from the reſemblance of form, 
the appellation was given of . chevarx-de-frize. Dr. 
 - Franklin is faid to have aſſiſted in the contrivance of 


3 


arters. 
III. No Naber did lord Stowe. Reins FILE: 


ence of theſe ſucceſſes, than he moved round with the 


from the Chefapeak to the Delaware, the naviga- 


the whole machinery, before his departure for France. . 
Po remove theſe obſtructions, ſo as to open a communi- 
e cation between the fleet and the army, was an object of 
[iN = he utmoſt importance; but it could not be accompliſhed 
r . e torts, art oo 
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peaceable poſ- 3 
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WI at one in the morning; * the Hritim 
troops, guided by the light of their Bs ruſhed in upon 
he encampment, where a dreadful ſlau vg hter took place, 
about three hundred being killed or wou ed upon the ſpot, 1 85 
by the darkneſs of the night, but with the loſs. o all 
 _- their baggageand ſtores. Only one officer and three pri- 
_  vwate men were killed on the ſide of the victors, with the 
the ſame number wounded. Three days after, the whole 
amy paſſed the Schuylkill without oppoſition, and there 1 
= being nothing now to impede their progreſs, they advanced _ 
=_ on the twenty · ſixth to German: town, a village about even = 
miles from the capital of the province, where the main 
formed an encampment, Next morning lord Cornwallis, | 
at the head of a ſtrong detachment, t a. 
ſieiſion of Philadelphia, the congreſs having — 
_ . their fittings to York Town in Virginia, and ge 
Maſhington having alſo withdrawn to bye _ (rocky 
„„ ory evcgentaaanma from the ih el 


- were defended. Some ſtrong parties were therefore em- 
ployed on this ſervice: three regiments had been left at 
Cheſter, for the ee of ſecuring the conveyance of 
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ſtores and proviſions; and the detachment under lord 


| Cornwallis at Philadelphia conſiſted of four battalions of 


— fs. 
* 


grenadliers and a ſquadron of . General Waſn- 


ington hearing of this diſperſion of the Britiſh forces, 
and having been himſelf lately ſtrengthened by the arri- 


val of fifteen hundred troops from Peck's Kill, and a 


thouſand Virginians, formed the deſign of ſurpriſing the 
camp at German Town. With this view he left Skip- 


pach Creck at fix in the evening of the third of October, 
and marching all night,, began his attack juſt at day- 

break. The fortieth regiment, which lay at the head | _ 
of the village, being overpowered by numbers, was un- 


der the neceſſity of retreating ; but their brave commander, 
lieutenant colonel Muſgrave, by his addreſs and activity 


. contrived to keep five companies together, and took poſt o— 
with them in a large ftone houſe, which lay full in the 


front of the enemy. This gallant conduct arreſted the 


Americans in their career, and in the event prevent» 


it afford 


ed the e e of the right and left wings, while 


time to the whole line to get under arms. 


The colonel and his party, though ſurrounded by a 


brigade, who at length e up four pieces of can. 


A non to the aſſault, mainta 


b their poſt with undaunted *' 
courage, pouring a dreadful and incefant fire through * 


the windows, till they were relieved by major-general . 


Grey | and three battalions of the left wing, who were 


| vigorouſly ſupported by brigadier-general Agnew at the 


head of the fourth brigade. The engagement for ſome. 
time was very warm, when a part of the right wing pour- 


ing down upon the enemy from the oppoſite ſide of the 


village, they retired with great precipitation, but made 


good their retreat, with all their artillery, under cover of 
a thick fog, which rendered it difficult for the Britiſh _ 
troops to diſcover. their movements. The loſs of the 


Americans in this action was ſuppoſed to amount to bes _ 


enen ty and thee hundred kill, oc hundred weg, 
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vs 5 enen 11. = 4 p. . 
1 and above four hundred made e 8 
Naſh and ſeveral inferior officers were among the ſlain, 


The Britiſh troops alſo ſuffered ſeverely. About ſeventy 
Pieee killed, and in that number unhappily were briga- 
Aier- general Agnew and lieutenant- eelonel Bird, 8 


of di inguiſhed tation. A few only were taken 


Preys: but the number of the wounded fell little e tort 1 5 
„ of four hundred and fifty. | 


XXXIV. Meaſures being ſoon after concerted between 5 


Bo : fi William Howe and his brother for removing the ob. * 
ſtructions of the river, and the Britiſh army having with⸗ 
_ drawn from German Town to the vicinity of Fhiladel. 


= for the greater convenience of ſituation, a ſtr 


of Heſfians was ſent over Cowper's Ferry on the 


Ee of October to ftorm the fortreſs of Red. 


dank, whilſt the ſhips and batteries on theother ſide were 


15 en there. Though nothing cauld exceed the 1 
' _ _ vifpoſitions made for theſe ſeveral attacks, nor the exe © 

_ tions of vigour and courage diſplayed both by the land | 
and naval forces on their 25 


55 way through the lower bre coul 


to carry on their attacks againſt Mud 1 „ and aga inſt 
ſeveral gallies and armed veſſels which the enemy had 


"hin Wente, yet the en- 


teerpriſe not only failed of ſucceſs, but was in every re / |} 
___  TpeRt unfortunate. The Heſfians, after a def) ate en. 
gagement, were repulſed with prodigious ſlaughter ; and 


the men of war and fri gates, though: they made Air . 
| not bring their fire 


to bear, with any great effect, either on the principal 


i works; or on the enemy's marine, The Auguſta man 


— 


of war and Merlin ſloop were ſtranded in a roo the 

_ chevaux-de-frize, and the Auguſta was by accident 
blown up, but the greater 

were ſaved, On the fifteenth of November, the'attack _ 
wies renewed with a more formidable force; and the ar- 
tillery of the enemy being completely ſilenced towards 


of the officers and crew 


evening, the garrifon retired in the night acroſs the 


river in boats to Red-bank, which was alſo ſoon after 


5425 . Evacuated. The chewaux-de-frize were now weighed 
De 1 E Oy Ces” __ the free 8 of the 


W 


OS 177%. Genn in. 


7 "vouy faſt, no farther military or naval enterpriſes of mo- 
ment were attempted in that e e the A res 
mainder of the ſeaſon . 
XXXV. The operations in the Gouthera ar tentral pros 


objects of the campaign. The war on the fide 


Who had. paſſed the preceding winter in England, and 
after concerting with the miniſtry the plan of the in- 
| tended expedition, returned early in the ſpring to Ames | 


Chief of the northern army the limits of Canada. 
5 This appointment mult have given the juſteſt offence to ſir 


ton had remove 
miles, and taken poſt at a place called Valley Forge, 
where his ſoldiers, who were equally. deſtitute of 
| 8 and of proper winter clothing, had no reſource 


| fality raged in his hoſpitals; and the ſupplies of pro- 


and theſe by no means to be termed effective. He 
__ eontinued in this infirm and dangerous ſtate from De- 
5 Fe to May, during all which time his camp might 


probability of ſucceſs. But fir William Howe, with 


Philadelphia, where the whole winter was ſpent in 
"Liflipation. A want of diſcipline and proper 1 ö 


_ *Thititied the Amerlicatts at Valley Forge indolebce and 
luxury did nolefs injury to the Britith forces at Phila- 


__ "graſp; but their dilatery Dame ſeemed 3 
a0 NN EIOY a e 


5 _ 
elaware was 1 t as winter was ane 


* 


vinces, however extenſive, did not include all t — 


nada and the Lakes was to be renewed with double vi- 
gour- Its condutt was intruſted to general Burgoyne, 


rica, with a commiſſion appointing him commander in 


* Sir William Howe has been very ſeverely, and 
perhaps too juſtl 4 cenfured for his inaction. Waſhing- 
to the diſtance of about twenty- * 


but to build huts in tue woods, to ſhelter themſelves 
from the inclemency of the weather: a dreadful mor- 


viſions were extremely Icanty and precatious : his 
numbers were alſo reduced by e deſertions, ſo 
that in three months he had not four thouſand men, 


ave been ſtormed or beſieged, with the moſt inviting 


fourteen thouſand well- appointed troops, lay quiet at 
nation pervaded his army; and if hunger and diſeaſe | 


delphia. Fortune had placed the enemy within their 
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%%% In ²⅛ Lg 2998 __ 
Vuy Carleton, who, in all the complex and hazardous 
= operations of the former campaign, had acted with equal 
Vigour, judgment, and ſucceſs. - From his long reſidence 
in Canada, he knew more accurately than general Bur- 
goyne the ſituation of the country, the manners of the 
ö ee and the extent of its reſources; and he 
united greater authority with more military experience. 
He would have been more aware of the difficulties to be 
'_ __* . encountered, and better prepared to ſurmount them 
But general Burgoyne happened to be a member of par- 
liament; and it was one of lord North's greateſt weak - 
naeſſes, one of thoſe miſerable expedients which he too of- 
ten ſubſtituted for grandeur of deſign, to beſtow ſome of 
 __ the: moſt important employments, both military and 
' _ naval, on men who were in the habits of oppoſing his 
meaſpres with the greateſt aſperity. Thus the deareſt” 
= intereſts} of his country were fretſuently ſacrificed 
WW to the pitiful policy of ſecuring himſelf, or of weak- | 
; _ _ © ening the force of parliamentary attack. It is but juſt- 
Wn tice, however, to the miniſter to obſerve, that nothing 
tf was wanting on his m_ to promote the ſucceſs of the 
expedition in other reſpects. A large body of veteran 
troops was ſent from England well provided with ever 
neceſſary; and great quantities of warlike ſtores were 4 
alſo tranſmitted, in order to ſupply thoſe inhabitants 
Frho were expected to declare in favor of the Britiſh-cauſe, 4 - 
32 General Burgoyne's utmoſt wiſh was confined to 5 
= eight thouſand regulars, a corps of watermen, two 1 
= ' thouſand Canadians, and a thouſand ſavages. When 1 
be muſtered his army in Canada, he found himſelf X 
WW _ at the head of ſeven theuſand one hundred and ſeven- - 
1 00 | ty three Britiſh and German troops, excluſive of the 
WW: - -—corps. of artillery : the other ſubordinate auxiliaries 
"exceeded: the number he had required, particularly | 
with reſpe& to the Indians, ſeveral nations of whom, 
_ _ "Inhabiting the back ſettlements of the province and the 
--* _ _ borders of the Lakes, had reſolved to take up arms 
Againſt the Americans. The acceptance of their ſer- 
du bas been Joudly condemned ax abborrent co religin 
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aud humanity; but it may be urged in extenuation-of * | 
the ſeeming atrocity of the meaſũre, that general Bu. 
 goyne was induced to adopt it from a knowledge of theix _} 
ene and a well grounded ſuppoſition that, if he 
refuſed their offers, they would inſtantly join the enemy). 
XXXVI. All the neceſfary preparations being com- 
pleted, general Burgoyne and his army ſet out from St. 
John's on the ſixteenth of June, and proceeding up Lake | 
BU Champlain, landed a little to the northward of Crown «+ 
* Point, where he met the Indians in congrefs; and, in 


o 


_ compliance with their cuſtoms, 8 them a. war- feaſt, 


* * : 


| looſe on their prey deleribed with uncommon energy y : the 
| aid land to embrace or to cruſh every part of America, 

| - was x rn in lofty, or rather bombaſtic language: 
bent governors were charged with the higheſt colouring, 


% 


” fand employment were affured to thoſe, who, with a a 
| + diſpoſition and ability ſuited to the purpoſe, ſhould aſſiſt * X 9 


* * * 


in fe- eſtabliſhing legal government: protection and ſecu- 
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army 1 again on the lake, and continued thein 
cCoœurſe to Ticonderoga. Here the Americans — 5 
to bei in great force, and had beſtowed infinite labour in 


2 g the old works and adding new; fo that the ; 


ſiege of the fortreſs was conſidered as an enterpriſe of no 
En hazard and difficulty. But on the approach of the 
e and their erection of ſeth works as were neceſſary 
for the inveſtment of the place, it was ſuddenly evacuated  _ 
in the night of the fifth of July, the garriſon retreating 
by land, and ſending their aggage; roviſions, ns 
ſtores in batteaux up the South river, to Sk eneſbor ough. Zo, 
No ſooner had the firſt dawn diſcoyered the flight of che 5 
enemy, than preparations were made for a vigorous pur- 
uit both by land and water. The greateſt part of their 
naval force was captured or deſtroyed by general Bur- 


goyne near the falls of e eee ; and the rear of 5 


the fugitive army was overtaken next mgrning, and en- 
tirely defeated by bragadier- general Frazer, after an ob⸗ 
1 action in which the Britiſh had One a hundred 
and twenty killed and wounded, but no officer of | 
| except major Grant: the Americans loſt their colqnel, 
beſides ſeveral other officers, and above two hundred MD. - : 
killed; about the ſame number were taken priſoners ;_ 
and it was ſuppoſed that not leſs than fix hundred wounded 
died in the woods: the van, ded by general St. 
_ Clair, "fled with the utmoſt precipitation to Fort Edward 
on the North or Hudſon's River, where general Schuyler, 
ommander in chief of che ATA northern army, had 
fixed his head quarters. 
XXXVIII. General Burgo 3 his troops for 
dome days at Skeneſboroug I cd then ſet off with an 


nntention of taking the oy that leads to Hudſon's River, 


_ and thence to Albany, in order to open a e ee 
With Lake George, on which he had embarked the heavy 
artillery and baggage. In this ; undertaking the men ha 


5 5 infinite difficulties to encounter. Swamps and Re” 
_ wereto be paſſed, and bridges to be conſtructed not 5 
4 


over creeks, but over ravines and "qa The roa 
ere FAN: to be Skaxed, of foreſt 2 hac been 
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It was fortunate, hows 


tion, on an iſland in the ſhape of an. half-moon, called 
Still Water, about eight miles from Albany. General 


inſpired the troops, ſeemed to be conſidered as an ample 
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EE d. ̃ , Doxor 
. to the exltward of Hudſon's ae = | 
colonel Baum at the head of ſix hundred men to krprile Do 
the place, he hiniſelf moving with the reſt of the army/ _ 
. up the caſtern bank of the river, and encamping ik. 4 e 
oppoſite to Saratoga. I he colonel finding his deſtination 
diſcovered, and his force wholly inadequate to the pur- 
_ "poſe, halted on the ſecond day's march within ſeven miles 
of Bennington, whence he communicated intelligence f 
is ſituat ĩon to general Burgoyne, who Tent another arty 
of five hundred Germans, under lieutenant colonel Brey- 


— 


— 
— 


man, to his aſſiſtance. But the commanding officer at 
Bennington, being now joined by a body of a thoufand { 1 
men from New Hampſhire and Maſlachuſet, who: hap:- 
pened to be then on their route to general Schuyler's 
Camp, advanced with the, utmoſt rapidity, ſurrounded 
colonel Baum's ſmall ccrps, forced their intrenchments, 
made themſelves maſters ot their cannon, and after a brave 
reſiſtance in which Baum and the greater part of his aſſo- 
ciates fell, compelled the reſt to take ſhelter in the woods. 
Breyman, ignorant of this diſaſter, came up juſt in time BE 
to join the fugitives of the former detachment; and being 
ſuddenly attacked, was hardly able to eſſect a retreat, | 
even with the Joſs of his artillery, and with ranks dread= _) , 
Fully diminiſhed. Six hundred men were facrificed in 
this unfortunate expedition, the certain iſſue of mack 
had been ſtrongly pointed out to the commander in chief 
before it was undertaken®*.: In the mean time, colonel _ 
St. Leger, who commanded a ſeparate corps on the Mo- © 
A loyaliſt, who was to accompany colonel Baum 
28s his guide, ſtated to general Burgoyne that the ex, 
pPedition required a force of „ than 3000 men; * 
For the roads were very bad, and the tardineſs of the 
German method of marching would, he knew, enable 
the enemy to prepare for their reception. The idea of 
ſending Germans on a ſervice, which required the ut. 
moſt rapidity of motion, was alſo oppoſed by ſeveral 
'Englith officers, and particularly by general Frazer, 
Who net only remonſtrated with the commander in 
chief, but even reduced his remonſtrance to 9 
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| hawk” River, and had in conjuncti 


— 


„ ee, eie e . 
. e gabe eg r 1 
Juohnſon and a great body of Indians inveſted Fort Stan- 


Wix, was obliged by the deſertion of the ſavages to raiſe 


the ſiege, leaving behind him his artillery and ſtores. 
XXXIX. At this period, general Gates was appoint- 
ed to ſuperſede Schuyler in the command of the north- 
ern army, which was now become formidable in num 
bers, and was alſo in high ſpirits on account of the late 
| ſucceſſes, General Burgoyne, having by e, 
induſtry collected about thirty days proviſions, reſolvec 
do croſs the river, which he effected by means of a bridge 
of boats, on the thirteenth and fourteenth of September, 
aud encamped on the heights of Saratoga, the enemy not 


receding from their poſition at Still Water. His far- 


ther movements were greatly retarded by a heavy train 
of artillery, and by the almoſt impaſſable ſtate of the 
roads, in conſequence of ſome late heavy rains, beſides 
their being interſeed with creeks, which made a con- 


tinual repair of bridges unavoidable. At length, on 
the nineteenth of September, the Americans advanced a 

_ ſmall diftance from their camp to meet the royal army; 
and, after an action, which continued from three in the ' 


afternoon till ſun ſet, and has ſeldom been ſurpaſſed either 
in vigour of attack or firmneſs and intrepidity of reſiſt- 
_ ance, the Britiſh troops were left maſters of the field of 


battle, but without deriving any other advantage fron 


the encounter, the loſs on each {ide being nearly equal, 
and the Americans having retired, not becauſe they 
were conquered, but becaule the cloſe of day-light made 
2 retreat to their camp neceſſary. The royal army laß 
all night on their arms, and in the morning took a dion | 


within cannon-ſhot of the enemy, fortifying their right _ 


wing, and extending their left to the banks of the river. 
But their force was conſiderably weakened by the diſin- 
clination of the ſavages to ſtay any longer. They had 
been diſappointed in ſhit hopes of plunder ; and the check 

which had been rectived near Bennington and at Fort 


1 


Stan wix, as well as the ny p and undeciſive conteſt, 


_ chilled the ardor and enthuſiafy which they had at firſt 
) | manifeſted. 
15 / 2 > 


2 moved by any repreſentations made t 
in which their ſeceſſion would inysſve 


Of; declaring bis intention to 


Lordingly withdrew their aſſiſtance, and deſerted a ahy 


dim. ü At this cri- 
fs, he received a letter in cipher\from general Clinton, 
informing him of a deſign to make\a diverſion i in his fa- 


Four by an expedition, up the N rth river; which he, in 


reply, urged that officer to the 1 imediate performance 
wait for ſome favorable 


turn of affairs in his preſent-poſt till the twelfth of Octo: 


ber. Such an attempt was, indeed, made early in the 


month by general Clinton, who, at the head of three _ 
thouſand men, accompanied by a ſuitable naval force 

under commodore Hotham, proceeded againſt forts gs 
ton and Montgomery on the lower arty of the river, and 


took them by ſtorm. An immenſe boom of "rafts ex- | 
tending from ſhore to ſhore, and. ftrengthened by a chain, 


Which alone, was ſuppoſed to have colt the American 


fifty thouſand pounds, was alſo broken through ; Alike 


5 'wh ch ſir James Wallace, with a flying {qua 855 f - 


light frigates, and general Vaughan, with a conſider- 


_ able detachment of troops, continued for ſeveral days 


their excurſi jon up the river, carrying terror and de- 


ſtruction wherever they went. But in the proſecu- 
tion of this enterpriſe, though conducted with great 


fpirit, ability, and ſucceſs, th ſuſtained ſome levere 
loſſes; and being alſo apprehenſive that their communi- 


: Eation. with New York would, in the end, be cut off, 


3 


they determined to return, and not to rilk any farther 
attempts in favor of the northern army, with the extreme 
Adiſtreſſes and perilous ſitnation of Which . were mo 
At that time unacquainted®. * , | 


All general Burgayne's meſſages. to Gr wh 


Clinton implied not;ionly-the poſſibility of retreating; | 
to Canada, but even of forcing his way onward to Al- 


\ bany, if aſſured that the communication between Al- 


bany and News York could 


be — open. VVV“ : 
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XI.. Genera Burgoyne's difficulties began 


Increaſe daily. . The enemy had augmented their ſtrength 
jn ſuch. a manner as to render the poſſibility of his re- 
treat extremely precarious. His army was reduced to 


little more than five thouſand men, who were limited to 


| half the uſual allowance of proviſions. The horſes were 


periſhing for want of forage, and no intelligence was re. 
ceived of general Clinton's approach, In this ſtate of _ 


alarm and almoſt of deſpair, the general himſelf made a 
movement to the right with a detachment of fifteen hun- 

dred men, in order to diſcover if there were any. means 

of forcing a paſſage. The Americans, pereciving the 


ines n movement, fell with the utmoſt 
| | t and center of the Britiſh army, Which, 
being totally overpowered by numbers, were compelled 


to retire within their lines. They had ſcarcely entered 


them, when the enemy, eagerly purſuing their. ſucceſs, 
ſtormed them in different parts with uncommon fierceneſs, 
under a heavy and well-ſupported fire of artillery, grape 


ſhot, and muſquetry. Arnold, who led on the attack _ 
with his uſual impetuoſity, being grievouſly wounded, _ 
his party, after long and repeated efforts, wererepulſed. 


But the Americans were more ſucceſsful in another 


5 quarter, having forced the intrenchments defended by 
the German troops, who were totally routed, with the 


loſs of their baggage, tents, and artillery. General 
Frazer, colonel Breyman, and feyeral other officers of 
note felt an this unfortunate day: a conſiderable number. 
were wounded: the enemy took about two hundred pri- 


ſoners; and, what was to them of the greateſt conſe= _ 


quence, they obtained from the ſpoils of the field a large 
ſupply of ammunition, under a ſcarcity of which they 
had long laboured. As they had alſo made a lodgment, 


in conſequence of the defeat of the German troops, ge- 


neral Burgoyne felt the neceſſity of an immediate change 


of poſition; and the whole army removed to the heighhts 
in the rear of their former encampment, with aftoniſhing _ 
order, coolneſs, and ſecrecy, amidſt the horrors of a © 


night & fatally uſhered in, and accompanied with cir= _ 


* 


dumſtances of uncommon peril. Next day, 


*S 


— a 


ber 8J 


\ thoſe brave men, being ſenſible that nothing leſs than a 
ſucceſsful and deciſive action could extricate them from 
their preſent difficulties, repeatedly offered battle to the 
enemy, —but without effect. The latter were bent on 


general Burgoyne's right, ſo as to encloſe him on a 


tides. The moment he diſcovered their intentions, he 

| quitted his new poſition on the heights, at nine o clock 

nin the evening, and fell back to Saratoga, where he found 

' the paſſes already occupied by the Americans. The 

' farther ſhores of the river were alſo lined with numerous 

_ detachments of troops, which, with the aſſiſtance of their 

batteaux, entirely commanded the navigation; ſo that 
no means of eſcape ſeemed left but by a rapid no&urnal 


march to Fort Edward, each ſoldier bein ordered to. 
carry his proviſion on his back. But while prepara- 


tions were making for this purpoſe, intelligence was re- 
ceived that the enemy were ſtrongly intrenched oppoſite. 
the fords at Fort Edward, and that the high grounds be- 


tween Fort Edward and Fort George were alſo every 
where ſecured and fortified. The attempt was there- 


fore conſidered as hopeleſs; and the ſtock of proviſions 


being nearly exhauſted, it was reſolved at a council of 


wWoyaar, on the thirteenth of October, that terms of capita- Le 
lation ſhould be propoſed to general Gates. The 


C- 
rican commander at firſt ditated ſome conditions too hu- 
miliating to be acquieſced in. The firſt article ſtated, 
that & general Burgoyne's army being exceedingly re- 
| duced by repeated defeats, by deſertion, ſickneſs, &c,' 
their proviſions exhauſted, their military horſes, tents, 
and baggage taken or deſtroyed, their retreat cut off, 
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| 


amd their camp inveſted, they could only be allowed to 


7 


ſurrender priſoners of war. Burgoyne very nobly re- 


pPlwKied, „ that his army, however reduced, would never 
Admit that their retreat was cut off, while they had arms 


in their hands. Another of the harſh, but rejected 


Conditions was, that the troops under ED Bur- 


goyne's command ſhould be drawn up in t 


- 


— 


elt encamp- 
ment, 


| Z | 
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ment, and there ground their arms. Burgoyne's ann 
ſwer was truly heroic. “ This article, ſaid he, ig ; 
inadmiſſible in any extremity. Sooner than this army 
will conient to ground their arms in their encampment, 
they will ruſh on the enemy, determined to take no quar- 
ter. But Gates was too brave a ſoldier to inſiſt on ſuch 
terms. After a ſhort negociat ion, a convention was con- 
cluded, by which it was agreed that the Britiſh army _ 
ſhould march out of the camp with the honours of war, 
and then lay flown their arms; and be allowed a free em- 
j barkation from Boſton. to Europe, upon condition of 
their not ſerving again in America during the preſent. 
war, unleſs exchanged by cartel. It is ſaid, that when 
they piled their arms, the generoſity of the American 
commander would not ſuffer an individual to leave his 
camp to witneſs the ſad ſpectacle. Congreſs did not af 
terwards act with the like honor, but ſuſpended the exe- 
cution of the treaty, and detained the Britiſh troops at 
Boſton, under the meaneſt and moſt futile pretences. 
Such was the melancholy cataſtrophe of an army conſiſt- 
ing, at its departure from Canada, of above ten thou- 
ſand men, but reduced by the ſword, by famine, hard- 
TL ſhips, and diſcaſe, to little more than half the original 
mn TOS „ To 
XLII. The unfortunate Burgoyne, reduced from the 
lofty language of his manifeſto to the ſtile and defence of 
recrimination, endeayoured to lay the blame of his miſ- 
carriages upon ſir William Howe, for not ay ſent a 
force tor co-operation-up the North River to Albany ; 
on lord George Germaine, for having tied up his hands 
by the peremptory tenor of his orders; and on the flow- 
neſs with which the Germans had marched to Benning- 
ton, the ſource of his diſtreſſes. But in reply to ſuch 
excuſes it was urged, „ that the force put under his 
command for the intended expedition was nearly, if not - 
fully equal to what he himſelf had required; that he 
ought not, on any doubtful proſpect of a co-operating - 
army from New York, to have given up his communi- 


cation with the Lakes ;—and that his conduct in ſending 


* 
Py 


RT 


% 


1 5 tary men, that he had carried al 


i ih. A.d. 1997: 
ſio ſmall a detachment to Bennington, and this conſiſting 
of foreigners, and of all foreigners the ſloweſt in their 
motions, was an abſurdity bordering on infatuation.” 
Every ſtage of the enterpriſe, as well as its final . iſſue 
ſeemed alto to countenance the 3 opinion of mili- 


tary men, th: d along with him a quan- 
tity of artillery totally incompatible with that celerity of 


movement on which his ſucceſs depended : if a junẽture 


| afterwards aroſe which ſcemed to demand that 1 5 74 


apparatus, it was the very conveyance of ſo heavy a 


train which created the neceſſity of employing it : the 
operations of the army were reſtrained by the tardy pro- 


* 


om their firſt alarm, and to, rally their diſperſed forces: 


had Burgoyne made a rapid advance, he would neither 
ſe nor works to interrupt his 

march; inſtead of which he not only embarraſſed himſelf 

with thoſe fatal incumbrances, but from a puerile objec- _ 


have found nien to oppo 


tion to © retrograde motions,” made choice of a route 

calculated to increaſe every delay and to augment every 
difficulty. If general Gates himſelf,” it was fad, 
& had directed his operations, he could not have planned 


impreſſion on the ſpirits ot the Americans, that it was 
- Impoſſible for any of their commanders immediately to 


_ - colle& an army, or to inſpire them with that confidence 


Which is neceſſary to enſure ſucceſs ; but, in time, the 
. Impreſſion would wear off, unlefFit. was continued or re- 
newed by the rapid movements Sk he royal troops: when; 
on the contrary, theſe troops were ſeen waſting days, 


weeks, and months, without making any progrels, it is 


no wonder that the enemy recovered their ſpirits, and 
aſſembled in much greater force than ever. In the whole 
of general Burgoyne's vindication, it was obſerved, 
3 jo method was to ſtate a neceſſity for every one of his 
meaſures taken fingly, and not as links of one chain, or 


 Hſtem of action, taking care to paſs over one material 
_ Eixcumſtance, that the alledged neceflity originated, on 


his 


=. of the Artillery; andthe encitry had time to recover * 
Tn 


' meaſures more conducive to the completion of his 6 n 


views: the flight frem Ticonderoga had made ſuch an 
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his own part, from ſome previous omiſſion or blunder.. 


Hle appeared to advantage only when adjuſting the terms 
pf the capitulation: he then ſuſtained the character of a 


brave though unfortunate commander with becoming dig. 
nity and firmneſs: his deyortment after the ſurrender of 

is army, was as pitiful, as his conduct before that me- 
lancholy event was weak, preſumptuous, and reprehen- 


ble, Having been permitted by congreſs to come to, 


England on his parole, hę afterwards retuſed to go back 
and join his captive army; threw. himſelf, like other un- 
ſucceſsful commanders, into the hands. of oppoſition ; 


upon every occaſion into the debatg# in parliament, de- 


| railedat the miniſtry ; and "dar his own concerns, 
manding a public trial, commplainiflg, even while a pri- 


ſoner to the enemy, that he was denied acceſs to the king, 


and that his merit and ſufferings were equally unnoticed, - 
XLII. As the accounts of this diſaſtrous termination 


of the campaign on the frontiers of Canada had not reach-: 


ed England before the meeting of parliament on the twen- 
tieth of November, the ſpeech from the throne expreſſed 


his majeſty's confidence, that the ſpirit and intrepidity of 
his forces would be attended with important ſucceſs 3 


but intimated the neceſſity of preparing for ſuch farther. 
operations as the contingenoies of the war and the obſti- 


nacy of the rebels might render expedient : though re- 
peated aſſurances were received from foreign powers of. 


their pacific diſpoſitions, yet as the armaments in the, 
ports of France and Spain continued, a conſiderable aug- 
mentation of the navy was thought adyiſeavle : theſe va- 
rious ſervices would require large ſupplies ; and nothing, 


it was added, could relieve the royal mind from the con- 
cern felt for the heavy charge they muſt bring on the 
people, but a perfect conviction of their being neceſſary. 
or the welfare and enſſential intereſts of the kingdom 
at the cloſe of the ſpeech, his majeſty ſaid, he ſhould: 
ſteadily purſue the meaſures engaged in for the re-eſta-. 
bliſhment of conſtitutional. ſubordination through - the: 
ſeveraVparts of his dominions; but ſhould ever be wateh⸗ 
ful for an opportunity. of putting a ſiop to the . 


4 * ** 
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Cie me  _afÞ; err” 
this blood of his ſubſects, and to the calamities of War: 
bee ſtill hoped that the deluded and unhappy multitude 
Vould return to their allegiance, and enable him to ac. 
cCompliſh, what he ſhould conſider as the greateſt happi- 
niels of his life and the greateſt glory of his reign, the re- 
ſtoration of peace, order, and confidence to his American 
colonies.—In the houſe of commons, the addrets, which 
was drawn up in the uſual ftile of perfect concurrence, 
was oppoſed by the marquis of Granby, who brought 


forward an amendment, recommending to his majeſty 


meaſures of accommodation, and an immediate ceſſation 
of hoſtilities, as neceſſary for effecting fo deſirable a pur- 
_pole. After a long and vehement diſcuſſion, this amend- 
ment was rejected by a majority of 243 to 86. The 
curl of Chatham was not more ſucceſsful in his endea- 
vours to ſupport a ſimilar amendment in the houte of 
lords. His ſpeech was full of thoſe bold and glowing 
- _ ſtrains of declamatory eloquence, for which he was par- 
- ticularly diſtinguiſhed. * I will not join,“ ſaid he, © in 


cCongratulation on misfortune and diſgrace, The 


' ſmoothneſs of flattery cannot avail - -- cannot fave us in 
this rugged and awful criſis. It is neceſſary to inſtrut 
the throng the language of truth. We mutt difpel | / 
the deluſion and the darkneſs which envelope it; and 
diſplay, in its full danger and true colours, the ruin that 
is brought to our doors.” — He then drew a melancholy 
picture of what he called the degradation of the glories 
of England. © But yeſterday, —and England might baue 
Nood againſt the world : now, none ſo poor 10 do her fee. 
rence !—T uſe,”” he added, the words of a poet; but 
though it be poetry, it is no fiftion.—France, my lords, 
haas inſulted you: ſhe has encouraged and fuſtained Ame- 
rica: tlie people, whom you affect to call contemptible. 
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rebels, are abetted againſt you, ſupplied with every mi- 
litary ſtore, their intereſts: conſulted, and their ambaſſa- 
dors entertained by your inveterate enemy; and our mi- 


niſters dare not interpoſe with effect.. After foe. far- 
ther obſervations on this head, all tending to rouſe the 


mad ignant ſpirit of he nation at the ſuppoſed infult, the» | 


P 


nob]/ 


»—— - ! 
3 
. 


1 8 
eeagerneſs to prove, that the preſent was the only criſis 
di time and ſituation for opening a treaty with the Ame- 


4 . %%% GEORGE u. 3 


* 


N * 5 
3 48 


% 


noble earl was betrayed into a little inconſiſtency, by his 


RI * ö * * * * 1 *** Nahas * — Rs 2 — — _ — * 
9 nl * * N 9 N 2 g . . 4 N * * 4 * 25 N . N K 
2 We W n * n . n * Nan FORE en N 9 N n PR * 
C * n WET n 3 2 3 8 e CE ER WET | : 27 We. e 2 1 des - N 
7 8 1 5 : * . : wo p * -Y Y * 5 * 
4 * - 4 7 N 4 - & 7 © 37 % 2 35 * 


5 n 8 


ricans. In their negociatiuns with France, faid his 


— 


rom that power important. ſupplies, and aſſiſtance of 


various kinds; yet it is certain they expected it in a more 


deciſiye and immediate degree. America is in ill hu- 
mour with France on ſome points that have not entirely: 

anſwered her expectations: let us wiſely take advantage 
of every poſſible moment of reconciliation.— The con- 
ſequences of the. war, the manner in which it had been 


carried on, and the abſolute impoſſibility of conquering + 


America, trite as theſe ſubjects were, received a gloſs of 
novelty. fron; his lordſhip's powers of deſeription. In 


three campaigns, ſaid he, we have done nothing, and 


lordſhip, S they have, or think they have, reaſon to com- - 
pes though it be notorious that they have received 


% 


every effort, accumulate every aſſiſtance, traffic and bar- 


bis ſubjects to the ſhambles of a foreign prince; your at- 


temps will be for ever vain and impotent - doubly ſo. 
from this mercenary aid on which you rely for it irri- 


tates to an incurable r eſentment the minds of your ene- 


mies, to overrun them with the mercenary ſons of rapine 


and plunder, devoting them and their poſſſſions to the 
repacity of hireling cruelty.—Your on firmy is intect- 


ed with the contagion of theſe illiberal allies. But, my 


ter with every pitiful German deſpot that ſells and ſends | 


graces and miſchiefs, has dared to authorize and aſſoci- 
ate to our aims the tomahawk and ſcalping-knite of the 
ſavage: to call into civilized alliance the wild and in- 


human habitant of the woods? to delegate to the mer- 


eileſs Indian the defence of diſputed rights, and to wage 


the horrors of his barbarous war againſt our brethren ? 


miniſters, what other allies have they acquired? What 


other powers have they aſſociated to their cauſe? Have 
iance with the King af the gypſies >: | 
NN 


— 


f 


Beſides theſe murderers and plunderers, let me aſłk our 
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Nothing, my lords, is too low or too ludicrous: to be: 
conſiſtent with their counſels. Before his lordſhip» : 
concluded, he firoye once more to alarm his hearers by 
a frightful view: of the extraordinary preparations of the 
bdbuouſée of Bourbon, and defenceleſs ſtate of the Britiſh: 
empire, not twenty ſhips of the line, he aſſerted, ſuffici- 
- ently. manned, the river of Liſbon in the poſſeſſion of the 
enemy, and the ſeas. ſwept by American prirateers; 
- whence he inferred, that no time ſhould be loft in propo-. 
ſing an immediate ceſſation of hoſtilities, and the com- 


mencement of a treaty to reſtore peace and liberty to 


America, ſtrength and happineſs to England, ſecurity and 
permanent proſperity to both countries. In order to 
remove any impreſſion that might he made by ſuch con- 
dent aſſertions, and to deaden the effect of that brilli- 
Aaney of colouring with which the picture was charged, 


lord Sandwich, who roſe to reply, began with acknow- 


jedging the noble earl's amazing powers of oratory ; but 
| very ſarcaſtically, remarked; * that oratory was one 
thing; and truth, reaſon, and conviction another, When 


he matter, continued he, which has now been urged, 


nt, 8 as eee from the manner and oraterical powers that 


have accompanied it, it will moſt certainly be found to 


been deceived with regard to the ſtate of the navy. Forty». 


two ſhips of the line were in commiſſion in Great Bri- 
_ tain; thirty-five of which: were completely manned, and 
ready for ſea at a moment's warning, The force under 
lord Howe confiſted of fix ſhips of the line, beſides eighty 
ſeyen frigates, ſloops and veſſels of war. The great 
number of rebel ſhips taken or deſtroyed by our fleet on 
that ſtation, and the yery few lofſes we had ſuſtained in 
 thole ſeas, afforded the beſt reply to the exaggerated ac. 
_ count of the ravages and inſults of the American priva- 
e anno R 


* 


..- contain nothing that can induce your lordſhips to diſſent 1 2 


from the original addreſe, - - - nothing that bears even the 
reſemblance of an argument, In confirmation of this 
remark, he ſhewed from papers in his hand and docu- 
ments not to be diſputed, how groſlly. lord Chatham had 


A. 5. 177. Srdker . . 
Tor a ſhort interval, till the- frigates and armed veſſels, 
- which had been ſent abroad, could be replaced. Be- 

teen ninety and a hundred were now fit for, or on ae- 
val ſervice; With ſuch a force; Great Britain could 
Have nothing to fear from any efforts of France and 
Spain, even ſuppoſing them to be bent upon hoſtilities, 
contrary not only to their ed W but to 
every dlictate of ſound and liberal policy. As to 
what lord Chatham had affirmed of our having loſt 
the port of Liſbon and the alliance of Portugal, 


2 this information, ſaid lord Sandwich, “ is per- 


fectly new to me. By the laſt return T have had from 
thence, the Invincible, a ſeventy four gun thip, was 


in that port; and unleſs his lordſhip has had ſomem 


| ſecret account, that ſhe has been either Joſt, or taker 
by an American privateer, I can hardly credit that we 
have Toft the port of Liſbon. "The Portugueſe court 
have not only given us the moſt ſolemn iris of - 
friendſhip, and expreſſed an abhorrence of the unnatural | 
conduct of our rebellious ſubjects, but, as a farther proof 


of the fincerity of theſe declarations, have forbid them fo 


enter their ports, and even confiſcated one of their veſ- 
fels for having endeavoured to difobey the ordinance”. 
The other parts of lord Chatham's ſpeech were ftript in 
the ſame manner of their impoſing ſplendors, and were 
| proved to be either unfounded in fact, or inconcluſive in 
point of reaſoning. France, ſo far from having treated 
Great Britain with indignity or inſult, had all along 
Paid the moſt reſpectful and immediate attention to the 
remonſtrances of the latter; had jiſſued orders forbidding 
American privateers to enter her ports with prizes; 
had com pelled the reſtoration of two prizes taken there 
contrary to thoſe orders and reclaimed. Even ſuppoling 
the French or Spaniſh miniſtry to have connived at illicit 


tranſactions, and to have afforded underhand affiſtance to 


the rebellious ſubjects of England, would any friend to his 
eountry, if under ſuch circumſtances of peril and diſtreſs as 
tme noble earl had repreſented, with to precipitate it into a 

war with powers that cc" Pg every hottih — 
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Thpeemployment of foreigners in the proſecution of the war 
had been ſeverely, but moſt unjuſtly and abſurdly cenſured. 


„ 


If the Americans were applauded for procuring French of- 
_ficers to diſcipline and command their troops; if prudence 
and neceſſity were ſuppoſed to juſtify rebels in taking 
foreigners into their pay ;—was the mother country to 
be denied the exerciſe of the ſame prudence, when her 
vital intereſts were at ſtake? Were not veterans f 
tried ſervice. preferable to raw troops, with whom the 

moſt exalted courage could not ſupply the want of mi- 

litary habits; —and was it not more adviſable to call 

in the aid of foreigners than to drain the country of 
its moſt uſeful hands, and to diſtreſs its commerce and 
manufactures ? But it ſeems, that the moſt heinous of 
all crimes was the employment of the Indians; as if this 
had been a matter of choice, not of neceſlity. - They 
were found in the country, and who made war there 
muſt have them for friends or enemies. The Americans 

had before tampered with them, and had (trained 1995 

nerve to induce them to take an active part againſt the 

royal cauſe; ſo. that in this meaſure, which had been 
- Teprobated with ſuch warmth of indignation, the Bri- 
_  tiſh generals only copied the example which had been 
1 it failed in the execution, by the immaculate 


ſet, th ä 
and infallible congreſs. Much declamation had been 
poured out, and a great deal of artifice employed to ſoften 
Engliſhmen into a falſe tenderneſs on the uſe of the 


' ſcalping-knife and tomahawk : but ſurely the muſket and 
the bayonet were far more terrible inſtruments. _ It was 

__ alſo pointed out as ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that the noble 
earl, who had expreſſed ſo much horror at the rapine of 
bairelings and the ferocity of ſavages, did not ſeem to 
beſtow a ſingle thought on the more unnatural and bloody 
conduct of the Americans, who not only plundered their 
oon brethren, but exerciſed the moſt unheard-of cruel> 
ties, for no other crime but merely refuſing to join in 
j }. _ adts of treaſon, perfidy, ingratitude, and rebellion !— 
With ſuch arguments did the lords in office oppoſe 
lord Chataam's amendment, the terms of which they 
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demonſtrated to be equally extravagant and diſgraceful. 
To ſuſpend hoſtilities, and propoſe to treat with the 


Americans as ſubjects, when they had peremptorily in- 


ſiſted on the acknowledgment of their independency as 


the great baſis for entering into any negociation, was a 


ſutile, ſneaking project, which could be productive on- 


Jy of contempt and ridicule. The amendment was there- 


fore rejected by a majority of 97 to 28; and the main 


queſtion on the addreſs being then put, was carried with- 


out a diviſion, © 


XIIII. From this time to the receſs, and, indeed, dur- 


ing the greater part of the ſeſſion, inquiries into the late 


conduct and the actual ſtate of public affairs became the 8 
great object of the oppoſition in both houſes. The de- 


mand for official papers, and for the minuteſt informa- 
tion on every topic was urged with inceſſant clamour ; 


and every inſtance of prudent concealment was argned 


28 a proof of conſcious guilt or weakneſs. But though 
the miniſtry had expreſſed” their cordial acquieſcence in 


readily agreed to motions of that tendency made by Mr. 
Fox in the lower, and the duke of Richmond m the — 


per houſe; yet they alſo declared, that they neither could 
nor would conſent to make diſcoveries not leſs inconſiſ- 


tent with all ſound wiſdom and true policy, than preju- 
dicial to government, and contrary to the real intereſts 
'of the country. Secrecy was in many caſes the very life 


and ſou] not only of. naval or military enterpriſes, but of 


” political plans and negociations : the diſcloſure. of ſuch 


lecrets would therefore, as the attorney general obſerved, 


be an act of unparalleled inſanitʒ. 7 
 XLIV. Thenews of the calamitous event at Saratoga 
having reached England in the beginning of December, 
lord Chatham, on the fifth of the month, moved that 
copies of all orders and inſtructions to general Burgoyne, 
relative to the northern expedition, ſhould be laid before 
the houſe. This motion he introduced with a ſpeech of 


ſuch inquiries when directed to proper objects, and had 


Fol 


conſiderable length, in which he ſeemed to ſummon all 


his powers of oratory, and * natural a 


F 
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8 of the miniſters, and th 
— liſied | condemnation of their conduct. 5 Lord : Littleton 
took the lead in reply, and certainly left the noble earl 
little reaſon to congratulate himſelf 


Hharangue, or the-poignancy of his invectives. The mo- 


15 edge of Michael's ſword, as deſcribed by t 


tion was rejected. as premature and unparliamentary by a 
majority of 40 to 19. But lord Chatham, though de- 
feated in this attempt, immediately returned to the charge, 
and moved for an addreſs to obtain copies of all the orders 

or treaties relative to the employment of the ſavages, 
with a copy of the inſtructions given by general Bur- 
goyne to colonel St. Leger. His lordſhip never appeared 
to greater diſadvantage than in the debate on this ſub- 
ject. He had before acknowledged that Indians were am- 


moſt unqu -. 


on the effect of his 


Ployed in the king's ſervice in America during his om 


adminiſtration; yet he now reprehended the practice in 
terms of the utmoſt aſperity. This inconſiſtency, being 
pointed out by the preſident of the council, lord Chatham 
reproached him with petulance and miſrepreſentation. 
Indians, he confeſſed, had crept into the ſervice during 
the laſt war; but their employment had never been ſanc- 
tioned by him in his official capacity. The remark was 
therefore a mere quibble; and came, he added, with a 
bad grace from one, who, at the time of the tranſaction 
alluded to, was mad in pleaſure, and indulged him- 
_ ſelf in all the variety ofgrouthFul diſſipation. The keen- 
nes of lord Gower's reply could only be a ik the 
8 he poet it 
cut the very ſoul aſunder. I have not been petulant, 
ſaid he, © though others may have been inſolent. The 
noble earl charges me with quibbling, I have a juſt 


right to retort on him. My diſtinctions were not un- 
flair: his are paltry and evaſive. He does not conduct 


himſelf with candour: his infinuations are equally illibe- 


ral, unmanly, and untrue. The point I wiſh to aſcertain 
is, Were Indians employed while he was miniſter ? and 


does he mean to plead ignorance as an apology ſor a con- 
duct which he has ſo highly condemned :I am free to 
rkreaegpeat, that the noble earl himſelf, while at the head of 


Pets 51 adminiſtration 
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_ adminiſtration-laſt war, not only employed the Indians, 
but employed them under inſtructions and treaties of the 
moſt ſanguinary tendency; and in order to ſhew that this 
aſſertion is not made to catch the public, or to ſerve the 
purpoſe of temporary deluſion, I ſhall prove what I have 
laid by producing, from the journals of the houſe, one 
of thole treaties breathing the ſpirit of cruelty in a greater 


in America ſince the commencement of the preſent un- 
happy war. — Here an extract was read from a treaty 
made, while Mr. Pitt was ſecretary of ftate, with an In- 
Kill and. ſcalp ewery Frenchman who came wit 


"country. This ſtubborn fact admitted but of one remark, _ 
on the part of lord Gower. Though the French, 


thing of the matter, and called upon the noble lord who 
at that time commanded in America to declare the truth. 


_ owned, that Indians had been employed on both ſides . 


lord Chatham, whom he. called “ the great oracle with 
the ſhort memory; aſſerting, that the returns of the 


Lord Shelburne made an ingenious attempt to ſupperk 


2. b. %% GEORGE HI... 1 


degree than any inſtructions ſent. out to our commanders 


dian nation, one condition of which was, that way ſhould 
in the ir 


ſaid he, „were then at war with us, I preſume, that 
neither the noble earl, nor any lord preſent will ſay, 
that they were more hoſtile or inimical to us than our re- 
bellious ſubjects. Lord Chatham was evidently con- 
"founded ; ſtill, however, he denied that he knew. any 


Lord Amherſt roſe with rouch ſeeming reluctance, and 1 95 


„The French employed them fixſt, he laid, i and we 
followed the example. Moſt extainly I ſhonld not have 
ventured to do to, it I had no Feceived orders to that 


by 


purpoſe. Being farther urged, he added, I was de- 
fired to make. treaties. with the Indian powers I was 
charged with it in my inſtructions; a copy of which I 

ſhall be at any time ready to produce, with his majeſtys 
permiſſion.” — The earl of. Denbigh was very ſevere: on 


army muſt have ſhewn- that the Indians were employed 
laſt war; and that, as his A ES in office, al- 
ways contended for guidance and direction, he could not 


be ignocant of the matter, if he had not loſt his memory.“ 
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his noble friend, and to reconcile ſeeming contradictions, 
by ſuggeſting, that the orders ſent at that time to the 
commander in America, were probably conveyed through 
tie channel of the board of trade, and not through that 
of the ſecretary of ſtate. Lord Chatham eagerly ſtrove 
| to avail himſelf of fo plauſible a fubterfuge, and ſaid he 
© was lure, the orders had e mg regularly through his 
office, and that his late majeſty had too much humanity 
F to give his formal ſanction to ſuch'a ſatanic meaſure, 
| But the fallacy of this pretence was fully expoſed by lord 
Suffolk, who obſerved that all inſtructions to governors 
and commanders in chief neceſſarily came through the of. 
ice of ſecretary of ſtate, and were counterſigned by the 
king. Lord Suffolk took occaſion alſo to explain à re- 
mark of his on the propriety of the meaſure in a former 
debate, which had given riſe to the groſſeſt miſrepreſen- 
tations; He had then not only inſiſtetl on the neceſſity _ 
And policy of employing the Indians, but added, that 
he thought adminiſtration would be highly cenſurable, 
| if entruſted as they were with the ſuppreſſion of an unna- 
'tural rebellion, they did not uſe all the meaps which * 
Bod and nature had put into their hands, Nothing could : 
be farther from his ideas than the falſely imputed wifi 
to defend and ſanctify the commiſſion of the moſt horrid 
barbarities. There could not be a ſtronger proof that 
the aid of the ſavages was not called in for any ſuch pur. 
poſe, than their deſerting general Burgoyne, when they 
found that no ſervice they could render would induce him 
to connive at ferocity, or to abate of the rigour of mili- 
_ _ tary diſcipline. God and nature furniſhed the means; 
but God and nature likewiſe reſtrained the abuſe of them, 
The tomahawk and ſcalping knife were weapons of de- 
ſtruct ion: ſo were the ſword and the bayonet ; and when 
ddeath was to be the conſequence, it availed very little, in 
huis lordſhip's opinion, what inſtrument was employed 
in effecting it.— Lord Townſend took the fame ſide of 
the queſtion, and juſtified the meaſure in the laff, as well 
3 as the preſent war, the example at both periods having 
deen ſet by the enemy. -The duke of Richmond having, 
F F; TY gl 
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in the courſe of the debate, denied that any proof could 

be given that the Americans had firſt employed, or ar. 

tempted to employ the ſavages; the earl of Dunmore, 
late goyernor of Virginia, roſe to give the houſe the full- 

eſt ſatis faction on that head. He declared, that he him- 


ſelf had been attacked by a party of Indians ſet mn - 
he di * : 0 


the rebels; and that, at the very beginning of t 

turbances, the Virginians had uſed every effort to induce 

the ſavages to join them, but that the chiefs of one of the. 

-tribes made this anſwer to their application. What! 
.. ſhall' we fight againſt the great king over the water, who 

in the laſt war ſent ſuch large armies, and ſo much money 

here, to defend you from the devaſtations of the French, 
and from our attacks ? No: —if you have ſo little gra. 


titude; we will not aſſiſt to baſe a purpoſe.” — His lord 


ſhip added, that the Virginians, finding themſelves thus 
_ diſappointed, had dreſſed up ſome of their own people, 
like Indians, with a view to terrify the forees under his 
- command.—The debate continued till eleven o'clock at 
night, when lord Chatham's motion was thrown out by 
the previous queſtion, the majority being 40 to 18, 
 - XLV. On the tenth of December, the royal aſſent was 
given to the bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the ha- 
beus corpus law in certain caſes of piracy and treaſon; 
and to the land and malt tax bills, thoſe ſtanding reſources 
of government. The eſtabliſhments both of the navy and 
army for the enſuing year had been ſettled in the houſe, 
of commons ſome days before, grants for maintaining 
- ſixty thouſand ſeamen and twenty thouſand land forces, 
| befides foreign auxiliaries, having been voted in the com- 
mittee of ſupply. As no buſineſs therefore of immediate 
- exigency, or which it was uſual to tranſact before the 
holidays, remained for the conſideration of parliament, 
it was determined to procure a ſufficient breathing time 
by an early receſs, in order to anſwer the different pur- 
poſes of a recovery from paſt fatigue, a relief from pre- 
ſent toil, and due preparation for thoſe inquiries Which 
had been agreed to by the ſervants of the crown in both _ 
- houſes, It is alſo probable: that . a 
e PEE „„ Des on SEM 


1 


* 


a 


5 + GEORGE Il. 4. b. 2998. 


ce leifure to deliberate upon and concert the caficit and 
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1 1778. XLVI. From ſome hints thrown out by lord | 
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unfortunate army, and filling up the chaſms which death, 


vagant and ill- ſupported motions for the repeal of the de- 
vlaratory law was diſpoſed of by a majority of 160 to 12, 


E lord Beauchamp moved for an adjournment of the com- 


mons to the twentieth of January. So early and long a 


receſs, in the preſent ſituation of public affairs, was af. 


flirmed by the gentlemen of the oppoſition to be equally 
raſh, hazardous, 22 dee e ee ; bi 
tion was put, after a tedious debate, the numbers in fa- 


vor of the propoſed adjournment were 155 againſt 68. 


Next day, a fimilar motion was 0 leſs agitated in 


Was evident that the miniſtry had turned their thoughts 


Alſo have felt the neceſſity of making ſuch POTN 
for the enſuing campaign, as would enable them to treat 


ther country with ſucceſs, - Soon after the arrival of the 
maelancholy news from Canada, offers were made to go- 
vernment by ſeveral perſons of rank and inf 
regiments by ſubſcription, ſuggeſting that theſe new levies 
would ſoon be adequate to all the purpoſes of home-defence, 


moſt effectual means of ſupplying the place of Bungoyne's 


but when the que 


ried by a majority 


to ſome new ſcheme of accommodation: but they muſt 


and would leave adminiſtration at full liberty to ſend out 
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ſiſckneſs, or deſertion had made in thę remaining force in 
America. On the day, therefore, that the above bills 
were paſſed, and as ſoon as one of Mr. Wilkes's extra- 


North in the debate on the 8 of adjournment, it 


— 
* 


with dignity, and to aſſert the ſovereign rights of the mo- 


uence to raiſe 


E the old battalions from Great Britain and Ireland to pro- 


ſecute the war in America with undiminiſhed vigour, 


the uncertainty how far that ſpirit might extend, and the 
_ delicacy of the experiment rendered it adviſable to take 
dome time to conſider the propriety;of accepting or en- 
couraging ſuch offers. The firſt part of the receſs was 
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5 The propoſal was in the ſpirit of genuine patriotiſm; but 


ſpent by che members of the cabinet in various canſulta- 
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tions on Kew ſubje&; wh po oa their final RP ang 
the meaſure was as much influenced by a deſire to feel the 
pulſe of the nation at this criſis, as by any other motive. 
of policy or convenienee. Thoſe, who had pledged them 
ſelves for the ſupport and furtherance of the plan, now 
took the moſt immediate and effectual ſteps, in the places 
vrhere their intereſt lay, both to ſound the diſpoſition ß 
the people, and to give it that direction which was ne- 
ceſſary for the purpoſe. Public meetings of towns, coun» = 
ties, and corporate bodies, were called together; and the 
preſent opportunity of ſhewing their attachment to the 
crovvn was deſcribed in very perſuaſive language. Man- 
cheſter and Liverpool were the leaders in this buſineſs, and 
each ſoon raiſed a regiment of a thouſand men. Where 
ver the intrigues of faction prevented a concurrence of the 
majority in the propoſed mode of advancing the public: 
ſervice, ſubſcriptions were opened by the well-affeted _ 
party, to which the rich and the zealous: very-liberally? 
contributed. Scotland and Wales were not backward in 
the like manifeſtations of their loyalty, The cities of 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow followed the example of Liver- 
pool and Mancheſter, and raiſed two regiments. Seve- 
tal individuals undertook and performed the raiſing of 
regiments in the Highlands; and many independent com- 
panies were levied in Wales with equal expedition and 
alacrity. Such a teſtimony of the general ſenſe of the 
people was a ſource of freſh confidence to the ſtrenuuus 
lupporters of the war; and though the very firft buſineſs: 
taken up by the oppolition, after the holidays, was what 
they called an alarming and unconſtitutional attempt ta 
raiſe a large body of forces without the knowledge or ad- 
vice of parliament, yet the miniſtry not only defended 
the perfect innocence of the meaſure with reſpect both to 
conſtitution. and law, but maintained that the voluntary - 
unſolicited efforts of ſo many loyal ſubjects, in a moment: 
of ſuppoſed. diſtreſs or danger, were grounds of | the:juſts 
eſt exultation. It was no ſmall comfort and encou- 
ragement, ſaid they, to per ſons intruſted with the 
management of public affairs, to find that the general opi- 
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nion entertained of their conduct and meaſures was not to 
be influenced by contingencies, nor to give way to thoſe 
unexpected and unlucky. accidents,” Which no ſagacit7 
cC̃ould foreſee, nor human wiſdom provide againſt: it muſt 
alſo afford a pleaſure peculiarly grateful to every true En- 
grtliſhmanz to ſee the ſpirit and fortitude of the people riſe 
| with their difficulties, and, in the preſent ſtate of public 
emergency, ſhine out in ſo conſpicuous àa manner,''— 
The debates on this head were frequently renewed with 
unuſal heat: in both houſes; but the oppoſition were foiled - 
in all their efforts to get ſome cenſure paſſed on ſo laud- 
able a proceeding, as the offers made by a numerous and 
very loyal part of the people to ſtrengthen the hands of 
FJovernment, and to ſupport with their perſons and their 
. wn: the conſtitutional authority. of Great Britain over 
eien ſubjects in Amer oi a es | 
NLVII. From the manner, in Which Mr. Fox opened 
. the inquiry into the ſtate of the nation in a grand com- 
mittee of the houle of commons on the ſecond. of Febru- 
ary, it was ealy to perceive that his only object and that 
5 of the whole party was to goad miniſters with the ſnarpeſt 
ſtings of invective; to leſſen the public confidence in their 
counſels; and not only to interrupt, but to ſuperſede, 
if poſſible, all the weighty concerns of the empire by” 
the inceſſancy of factious ſtrife and of perſonal altercation. 
He entered into a long review of the meatures which led 
to the war, and of the manner in which it had been con- 
ducted. It was impoſſible, he ſaid, for any coun- 
try to fall within fo fe years from the high pitch of 
power and glory which we had done, without ſome radical 
| | _ error in its government. The preſent calamitous ſtate of 
tte nation was to be traced to the blind obſtinacy and 
| _ wretched incapacity of its minifters, who would not liſten 
| to any overtures of conciliation,—who could not carry ' 
into effect any plan of coercion.” —His whole fk 
Fj  _ was in thisftrain. It rolled along like a torrent, equally * 
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more of the old eſtabliſhed national forces ſhould be ſent out 
of the kingdom. Mr. Fox and his friends were much diſ- 


appointed at the effect of this ſpeech. All his vague and 


violent charges were received by the miniſters with con- 
temptuous ſilence. No reply whatever was made; but 
the queſtion was immediately put, on the addrels, and 


negatived by a majority of 2 59 to 165. A motion nearly 
to the ſame purport, and made on the ſame day in a ſi- 
milar committee of the whole houſe of lords by the duke 


of Richmond, was rejected, after ſome debate, by a 


majority of exactly three to one, the numbers being 
only 31 for the motion againſt 93 who oppoſed it. Any 


farther detail of the almoſt infinite variety of motions and 


votes of cenſure which were ſubmitted to thoſe commit- 
tees in both houſes by the principal ſpeakers of the mino-—-— 

rity, would be extremely tedious and unintereſting. 
The debates contained nothing more in ſubſtance than a 


repetition of the old topics and the old arguments, how- 


ever diverſified in form by the efforts of ingenuity and 
eloquence. The obſtinacy of one party could only be 
equalled by the ſeemingly inexhauſtible patience of the 
oi ttt. Os ' VVVVU 


XIII. In the midſt of theſe altercations, which 


unfortunately took up the greater PRI the time and 
attention of parliament, lord North gave Hotice that he 


had digeſted a new plan of conciliation with regard to 


America. After the uſual preparatory ſteps, he intro- : 


_ duced two bills on the nineteenth bf February, which: 


were carried through both houſes with great diſpatch, 


and received the royal aſſent on the eleventh of Marche: 


By the firſt of theſe, the American tea; act, paſſed in the 


year 1767, was repealed, and a legiſlative declaration 
was made, that the king and parliament of Great Britain 


Vox. HI. 


would not in future impoſe any tax or duty whatſoever _ 
payable in the colonies, except only ſuch as ſhould be 


neceſſary for the regulation of trade, with this farther” _ 


reſtriction, that the nett produce of the duty ſo impoſed 


ſnould be applied to the particular uſe of the colony where 


it was collected. The bbje& of the other bill was to 
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a6 dio . mien. 
enable his majeſty to appoint commiſſioners to treat, con- 
ſult, and agree with any aſſemblies of men in America, 
and even with individuals, concerning any grievances | 
exiſting in the government of any of the colonies, or in 
; the laws of Great Britain extending to them, and 
concerning any contributions to be furniſhed by them, 
or any other regulations which might be for the common 
good of both countries. But to render any ſuch agree- 
ment valid, it was neceſſary that itſhould be afterwards 
ratiſied by parliament. In ſome inſtances, the commiſ- 
_ .  Honers were to be inveſted with abiolute power, to pro- 
claim, if they thought proper, a ceſſation of hoſtilities 
by ſea and land; to open an intercourſe with the mo- 
ther country; to ſuſpend the operation of all acts of 
parliament relating to the colonies: paſſed ſince the tenth 
of February 1963 ;—and to grant pardons to all deſcrip- 
tions of perſons. A plan of this kind, ſoftrongly marked 
by humiliation, debaſement, and deſpondency, and ſo 
Anlikely to be attended with any good effect, expoſed lord 
North and his colleagues to the imputation of a want of 
wiſdom, as well as a want of firmneſs. If the conceſ- 
ſions now propoſed were proper and adviſable, they ought + 
to have been made at an earlier period, either before the 
- ſword was drawn, or at leaſt before the. declaration of 
. independency rendered it "almoſt impoſſible: for the con- 
greſs to recede: if, on the other hand, the claims of the 
mother country over her colonies were originally worth 
dontending for, the reſources of the nation were not yet 
lo far exhauſted as to juſtify miniſters in relinquiſhing 
them without a farther ſtruggle. © 
XLIX. There was a remarkable contraſt between the 
—__ Hpiit of puſillanimity which ſeemed to have dictated the 
new ſcheme of conciliation, and the tone of confidence aſ-— 
fumed by the miniſter at the opening of his budget a fe 
days after. He drew a very pleaſing picture of the ſtrength; 
_ wealth, and ſtability of the country; and though he con- 
feſſed that the arts employed by its enemies to depreſs 
Wi . _ thecredit of the nation had obliged him to borrow money 
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| temporary. diſadyantage, than to riſk a bargain Which 


ight ultimately tend to our diſcredit. He had held out, 


xe be laid, no falſe colours to the lenders, nor let one ſyl- 


lable eſcape him, in regard to the probability or improbabi- 


lity of a war with France, that they might not have it in 


their power to reproach him with any poſſible contin- 


— 232 


gency: but he did not believe, that the ſocks, which had 
Deen lately affected by the apprehenſion of ſueh an event, 
would fall any lower, were a war actually declared; and 


he looked forward with rapture to the acceſſions which 


the ſinking fund would receive from the gradual extinc- 


tion of exchequer annuities, whence he inferred, that in 
general it was better to borrow on higher terms, in a 


way that ſhould. in a courſe of years be adding to that 


fund. The votes of ſupply for the current year, he ob- 
ſerved, amounted to ſomewhat more than t irteen | mil- 


 Jions* ; the produce of the ordinary and eſtabliſhed re- 


ſourees would leave a balance of nearly fix millions un- 


provided for: this ſum he propoſed to raiſe by annuities 

an the following manner, viz. each ſubſcriber of a hun- 
dred pounds to be entitled to an annuity of three per cent. 
_ redeemable by parliament, beſides a farther annuity of 


two and a half per cent. for thirty years, and a propor- 


tionable ſhare of forty eight thouſand lottery: tickets, 
Which would be exactly four tickets, at ten pounds each, 
for every five hundred pounds ſubſcribed. In order to 


ſecure the intereſt of this loan, he found it neceſſary to 


e ern new taxes: the firſt was a tax upon houſes 
to be 


regulated by the rent, thoſe under five pounds a 


year being wholly exempted, but from five to fifty to be 
rated at fix pence in the pound, and from fifty and * | 
_ wards at one ſhilling, to be paid by the occupier :. the _ 
other was an additional duty of eight guineas per tun on 
all French wines imported, and four guineas per tun on 
Lord North did not include in this ſtatement the 


grant of one million for diſcharging exchequer bills to 


tat amount made out in conſequence of the vote of ere - 
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all other foreign wine. The latter was ohjected to merely 
as affecting the commerical alliance ſubſiſting with-Portus _ . 
gal, and as it might produce a tax there on Britiſh 
manufactures. But the new houſe tax gave riſe to a warm 
debate. The gentlemen in oppoſition aſſerted, that it 
Was not only a land- tax in effect, but that it would alſo 

be found exceedingly. grievous and diſproportionate: 
tradeſmen of every denomivation were obliged through 
neceſſity to take houſes commodioufly ſituated, however 
high the rent might be: hence it was evident that by mak 
ing the rent the criterion of the occupier's circumſtances, 
the heavieſt burthens would often be impoſed on thoſe 
who were leaſt able to bear the preſſure. Theſe objec. 
tions, however plauſible, were not deemed concluſive. 


Ingenuity might in vain exert itſelf in deviſing new taxes 


which would not prove in fomedegree-unequal : it is very 
difficult to come at the real property of individuals: a 
- financier can only be guided by viſible ſigns of ability: 
and as the rent affords the faireſt eſtimate of the value of 
à houſe, the occupier has no right to complain, that the 
. ee of his circumſtances ſhould be regulated by the 
lame ſtandard. ee Phd HL Fo CCC(ͥ0ò0.. runs be PEGS 
IL. As ſoon as the reſolutions propoſed by lord North 
-were agreed to by the committee, Mr. Gilbert, who was 
himſelt in office, and cloſely. connected with one branch 
___of- miniſtry, moved, that the better to enable his ma, 
Jeſty to vindicate the honour and dignity of his crown 
5 ode dominions, in the preſent exigency of affairs, a tax 
of five ſhillings in the pound be laid on all falaries and 
penſions iſſuing out of the exchequer, during the con- 
tinuance of the war. The; motion was carried by 100 
againſt 82 voices in the committee; but on the report 
next day March ro] it was rejected by a majority of ſix, 
the numbers upon a diviſion being 147 to 141 who fup- 
- ported the quent 88 
LI. The conduct of France and Spain had for ſome 


their aſſurances of friendſhip for Great Britain, a fraud= 
ful intercourſe with America was carried on: ſupplies | 


* ol 
. Bt, 
„„ 8 | by. : 5 
« : 8 1 2 BH 


* 
\ 


— 


2 = ” 
3 
. 2 


veyed beyond the Atlantie; while their 


Tm „ 2 £ > = "S ets 5 w— * we e 1 nn” . 38, "SS —_ AS r ok be NO Wd Tan OO NO IE Oh ” © IE." q 
7 8 ; X 25 ; & \ 5 5 5 5 25 


* e . 2 8 - A ; 
ö R — & 9 
As 8 


ne 


n "EINE 2 * ,—. * _—_ — . 
e n * IT R a bee Sas. 9 A n * A * _ 0 \ l 
72 * err r= n * Tt OT TIO WY ie IE IS TIE. TR" 0k) N — Sd 5 4 a. * 2 2 * _ K N — = * * _ 2 
x 4 ns AP BC 4 R WII G RR A E 88 RR * — 
"Rx ee of x; , 6 DF R Op 8 * 3 * rn * * 1 7 . \ 4 
* * * 8 . 2 £ 8 ot org Wh 4 * » * 7 ” * 5 H 7 * A.? XR * * N 
. : CS, * : K : 57 * * — A 2 ' 
LY #: . r 8 8 * 
p , 2 
4 * = 
- ; 


A. D. 1778. * GEORGE il. 209 


money, arms, and ammunition were clandeftinely con- 


yards in Europe reſounded with the buſtſe of hoſtile pre- 
paration. Vet it ſeemed repugnant to every maxim of 


common ſenſe, that powers who had foreign ſettlements 928 
of their own, ſhould become the abettors of colonial in- 


dependency,——ſhould teach 'a leſſon and ſet an example, 
which might very ſoon and very eaſily be directed a: err | 
themſelves. © Beſides, the conteſt between England and 
her provinces exhibited a new and doubtful caſe. It re- 
quired no great fagacity to foreſee, that if the latter 
mould grow into a ſeparate empire, it muſt cauſe a con- 
fiderable revolution in the political ſyſtem of the uni- 
verſe : the ſhock would be felt by all the governments of 
the old as well as the new world; and a bare apprehen- 


fion of the unknown conſequences, which might proceed 
from ſo untried a ſtate of public affairs, ought to have 
ſtaggered the reſolution of any other kingdom, however 
inimical or ambitious. The motives which impelled the _ 
cabinet of Verſailles to a& in blind or rather trantic op- 
poſition to theſe plain ſuggeſtions of policy, caution, and 


„ Will be hereafter explained. It is ſufficient here | 


to ſtate the fact, that two treaties, one of commerce, and 


another of defenſive alliance, were finally ſigned at Paris 
the ſixth of February in the preſent year, by the cheva- 


lier Gerard in behalf of the French king, and by Doctor 
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, on the part of 
the United Sates. The firſt, as its title imports, wass 


intended to regulate the commerce to be carried on be- 


tween France and America; and the principal object of 
the other was to ſecure the ſovereignty and independence 
of the revolted colonies. - The nature of theſe engage- 
ments having been formally notified to the court of Great 


Britain on the thirteenth of March, a meſſage was ſent _ 
by the king to both houſes of parliament on the ſeven= 
teenth, 'to inform them, that a reſcript had been deliver- 


ed by the French ambaſſador, containing a direct avowal 
ofa ine of amity, commerce, and alliance, og 15 
5 2 "4 


with America; in conſequence of which of- 
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Five communication on the part of the court of 
France, his majeſty had ſent orders to his ambaſſador to 
_ withdraw. from that court; and relying on the zea- 

Tous ſupport of his people, was prepared to exert all the 
| force and reſources of his kingdoms, to repel ſo unpro-— 
FVoked and unjuſt an aggreſſion.Addreſſes, which the 
oppoſition ſtrove in vain to clog with an implied bar- 
gain for the removal of the miniſters, were voted by a 
majority of almoſt three to one in both houſes. They 
expreſſed in terms of uncommon warmth and energy tbeir 
Alinclignation at the conduct of France, —at the enterpriſes 
of that reſtleſs and dangerous ſpirit of ambition and ag - 
Srandizement, which had fo often invaded the rights and 
_ threatened the liberties of Europe; they gave his majeſty -_ 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their moſt zealous aſſiſtance 
_ . and ſupport: and concluded with declaring their firm 
confidence, that, in every demonſtratien of loyalty: to 
their king, and of love to their country, | his faithful 
ſubjects would vie with each other; and that no conſide- 
frations would divert or deter them from ſtanding forth in 
the public defence, and from ſuſtaining, with a ſteady 
perſeverance, any extraordinary burthens and expences, 
Which ſhould be found neceſſary for enabling his majeſty - ' 


* 
- 


do vindicate the honor of his crown, and to protect the 
juſt rights and eſſential intereſts of his kingdoms. 


III. At a moment when the old, the hereditary ene. 
mies of England were preparing to aſſociate their arma 
do thoſe of her rebellious. coloniſts, it became an object 

: of the firſt importance to draw as tight as poſſible the 
- bands of union between the remaining loyal parts of the 
do require immediate regard. A kind of left-handed 
policy had too long ſubjected the lifter kingdom to the 
© molt cruel, opprefhive, and unnatural reſtriftions. De- 
 prived of every incentive to induſtry, and ſhut out from 
go <very paſlage to wealth, ſhe had inwardly lamented, but 


had never been clamorous or importunate in her com- 


plaints. She had gone the moſt forward lengths in ſerv- 
the intereſts, and in defending the rights of rea 
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Britain. She had aſſiſted in conqueſts, from which the 
Wass to gain no advantage ſhe had emptied her'treafury  - 
aA and deſelated her land, to prove her attachment ang 
Ioyalty. Commercial bondage had hitherto been the _ 
only reward of ſuch conduct. A reviſion of the Irimʒ 
trade laws was therefore now propoſed by one of the | 
Court party; and the. meaſure being entered into with 2 
great cordiality by moſt of the principal members of the 
oppoſition, the following reſolutions were agreed to in , 
7” committee of the whole houſe of commons :I. that tlie 
H Triſh might be permitted to export directly to the Britiſh 
plwkzantations, or to the ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, 
; all goods, wares, and merchandiſe, being the produce 
N ur manufacture of that kingdom, or of Great Brian 
wool and woollens only excepted; as alſo foreign certi- 
ficate goods legally imported: II. that a direct mpor- 
tat ion into Ireland be allowed of all goods, wares, and 
merchandiſe, being the produce of the Britiſh plantations, - _ 
tobacco only excepted: III. that the direct exportation 
_ of glaſs, manufactured in Ireland, be permitted to all 
places except Great Britain :—LV. that the importation ; ” 
of cotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, be allowed; 
(jk duty free, into Great Britain; as alſo, V. the impor= _ 
1 tation of Triſh fail-cloth and cordage. Before any pro: 
greſs could be made in the bills founded on theſe refolu- © 
tions, they excited a very great and general alarm amongſt _ 
the commercial part of the Britiſh nation, who ſeemed 
to conſider the admittance of Ireland to any participa- 
tion in trade as equally deęſtructive to their property and 
ſubverſive of their rights. The eaſter receſs afforded 
time and opportunity for preparing inſtructions tg repre- 
ſentatives, and petitions againſt the bills, which- eon 
poured in from every quarter; and it deſerves mention, 
as an inſtance of mercantile folly and prejudice, that, in$ | 
ſeveral of the petitions, the importation of Irifti fails , - 
cloth and of wrought- iron was particularly ſpecified as 
ruinous to the ſame manufactures in England; though 
it appeared, upon enquiry, that Ireland had long poſ- _ 
ſefied. thoſe 3 en the ſanction . Lat —— 
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norance, jealou eee a ſpirit of exeluhon. Their 


bdowever, had ſuch influence on the diſpoſition of the 


dia trades, and a little enlargement. of the freedom of ex- 


portation in a few other triflng articles, were the only 


'> - Conceſſions now obtained for Ireland; fo that the mea- $ 
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 . tive law, but was fo incapable of proſecuting ſuch ma. 

nufactures to any purpoſe of competition, that great 

quantities of both were annually exported to that coun- 

try from England. Hence it was evident, that the pe- 

__- titioners had not felt in reality what they dreaded in 
idea; and it might alſo be very fairly preſumed, that the 

l apprehenſion which they ſtated were as 
_  groundleſs as the former, and were ſuggeſted only Dy ig. 


ſure, at its final tranſit throvgh parliament, could at 


-i beſt be conſidered but as an earneft of good intention, or 
2 proof that the miſt of prejudice was at length begin- 


* 


ning to diſperſe. 


© EH. While the plan for affording ſome redreſs to 


the grievances of the Iriſh was in agitation, a particular 


___ claſs of proſcribed people in England, who had been al- 
| 5 ERA — filence with which for 


moſt forgotten in t 


many years they had endured their ſufferings, were now | / 


Aieſtined to experience the happy effects of a more en- 
 _» Iightened policy. On the fourteenth of May, fir George 
- _ .- Saville moved for leave to bring in a bill for the repeal 


of certain penalties impoſed? by an act of the tenth and 


dleventh of William the third, entitled, ah act for pre- 
venting the farther growth of Popery - which pena ties 5 
prielte 


the mover ſtated to be, the puniſhment of Popiſt 
or jeſuits, as guilty of felony, who ſhould be found to 


'- _ officiate in the ſervices of their church; the forfeiture of 


of the proprietor ; and thedepriving Pap 
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e ttate to the next Proteſtant heir, in caſe of the educa- 
_ tion of the Romiſh poſſeſſor abroad; the eee to 
= the fon, or other neareſt relation, being a Proteſtant, to 

. / take poſſeſſion of the father's eſtate. during the life-time 
; 1 
of acquiring any legal property by purchaſe. He ſaid, 
his principal views in propofing this repeal 


— 


* D, 


* 


was to vindicate the honour, and to aſſert the principles 
of the Proteſtant religion, to which all perſecution was, 
or ought to be, wholly, adyerſe. However neceflary the 
penal laws againſt Papiſts might have been thought, 
whilſt the conſtitution was ſtruggling into reform, and 
afterwards confirming itſelf in that happy ſettlement, 
true policy, as well as the liberal ſpirit of Chriftian'cha- 
rity, now forbade the keeping up ſuch ſtanding memo- 
rials of civil rancour and diſcord, and perpetuating a . 
line of diviſion, by which one part of the people being 
cut off from the rights of citizens, could ſcarcely be ſaid 


to poſſels any ſhare in the common intereſt, and were 
rendered incapable of forming any part of the common 


union of defence. Thoſe laws ſeemed calculated to com. 
pel a conſiderable body of the people to hold an heredi- 


tary enmity to government, and even to wean them from 


all affection to their country. Sir George was vey ably 
ſeconded by Mr. Dunning, who went into a maſterly . 
diſcuſſion of the principle, objects, and paſt operation of 
the act which was intended to be repealed. The pe- 


nalties in queſtion were diſgraceful, he ſaid, not only 


| 0 religion, but to humanity. They were calculated to 


Jooſen all the bands of ſociety,—tô diſſolve all ſocial, 


moral, and reli ious obligations and dutics,—to poiſon _ 
the ſources of domeſtic felicity,—and to annihilate Dey. | 
principle of honour.” —The motion was received with 
ſuch high and marked approbation, that the bill founded 
vpon it paſſed without a ſingle negative, and ſoon after- 
Wards acquired, by the concurrence of the peers and the 
iy mere et 8 
LIV. No other buſineſs of any conſiderable impor- _ 
tance was tranſacted this ſeſſion, though both houſes 


were almoſt conftantly engaged in debates on various. 


ſubßjects of national concern, Burgoyne's return to En- 


gland brought the cataſtrophe at Saratoga again upon the _ 


carpet; but his invectives againft the miniſtry, and his 
refuſal to go back to his brave troops, thoſe unfortunate . 


victims of his raſhneſs and ſelf-ſufficiency, . contributed  _ 
_ very little to the vindication of his character. The ſtats _ 


of 


3 


555 ad ſpirit were ſoon loſt in the ſudden blaze of the carl of 


_ indignation he felt at an idea which he under 
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of the home defence and the line of condutt to be purſued 


at the eve of hoſtilities with France were alſo frequent 


fſiubjects of diſcuſſion and inquiry. Among the multi- 

pPlicity of motions made on this head by different mem- 
8 50 of the oppoſition, one deſerves very particular no- 
tice, on account of the intereſting circumſtances with 
which it was attended. At the cloſe of the grand com- 
mittee in the upper houſe, the duke of Richmond moved 


or an addreſs to the king, urging the 2 of in- 


 _ Hantly withdrawing his fleets and armies from the thir- 
teen revolted provinces, and of diſmiſſing his miniſters, 

_ ps the authors of every public calamity and diſgrace. To. 

5 {cure the dex 


7 lence of America was now, he ſaid, 
rafticable : the ſooner, therefore, we relinquiſhed | 


the claim, the better able we ſhould be to ſaye the 


mains of the empire from japending deſtruction, Lord 
eymouth made a 117 animated rep y j but all its energy 


tham's expiring Fu This nobleman, whoſe ex- 


_ treme-hodily weakneſs had rendered it neceſſary for him 
o be ſupported on each fide in going from his carriage 
into the houſe, roſe as ſoon as lord Weymouth ſat down, 
and began by lamenting, that his infirmities had ſo long, 
- and at ſo important a criſis, prevented his attendance on 
the duties of parliament, He declared that he had made 


| own: zouſe on this day, perhaps the laſt time 
ſhould ever be able to enter its walls, td 5 6 the 


an effort almoſt beyond the 760 75 of his conſtitution, to 
Fome dovrn to the houſe on t 


gone forth, of yielding up the ſovereignty of America. 


WE. & My lords,” ſaid he, « I rejoĩce that the glave has 
pot cloſed . that I am ſtill alive to lift up my 


5 ; : Joes againſt the diſmemberment of this ancient and no- 


le monarchy. Preſſed down as I am by the load of in- 


- _  firmity, I am little able to aſſiſt my country in this moſt 
Per ious conjuncture; but, my lords, while I have ſenſe 

And memory, 1 will never conſent to deprive” the royal 
offspring of ne 1 Brumt wiel, t 

Frinceſs Sophia, of their faireſt inheritanc 


the houſe of Brunſwick, the heirs of the ö 
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tarniſh the luſtre of the nation by an ignominious ſur- _ 
render of its rights and poſſeſſions.— Shall a people ſo 
lately the terror of the world, now fall proſtrate before 
the houſe of Bourbon 2—lIt is impoſſible I am not, ? 
confeſs, well informed of the reſources of this kingdom 5 - 
but J truſt it has ſtill ſufficient to maintain its juſt rights, 
though I know them not-—Any. ſtate, my lords; is 
better than deſpair, Let us at leaſt make one effort: and 
if we muſt fall, let us fall like men ' — The duke of 
Richmond expreſled the higheſt veneration and eſteem for | 
lord Chatham, yet 1 added, if the noble 
earl had indeed pointed out the means of ſupporting our- 
ſelves in an unequal conteſt with France, Spain, and 
America, I ſhould readily acquieſce in his ſentiments; g 
but as his lordſhip has not only omitted to point out the - 
means, but has acknowledged that he knows them not, 
I preſume he will excuſe me, if I adhere to my former 
opinion.. Lord Chatham attempted to riſe again; but 
after two or three unſucceſsful efforts, preſſing his hand on = 
his boſom, he fell down in a convulſive fit. The duke of 
Cumberland, lord Temple, and the other lords near him 
ber e in their arms, and helped to remove him into 
the Prince's Chamber. Medical aſſiſtance being inſtantly 
obtained, his lordſhip in ſome degree recovered, and 
was conveyed to his favorite villa at Hayes in Kent. As 
| ſoon as the confuſion occaſioned by this melancholy inci- 
dent ſubſided, the duke of Richmond propoſed to adjourn 
the buſineſs to the following day, which was complied _ 
with. The reſumed debate ſerved only to bring into 
fuller view the difference of opinion between the Rock- 
ingham and Chatham parties on the ſubject of American 
| independence, the fornier contending for its recognition 
3. - KK without delay or reſerve, and the latter deprecating ſuch 
0 a meaſure as the greateſt of all political and national evils. 
| The duke's motion for an addreſs was rejected by a ma- 
mer 
alt EV; The firſt appearances of lord Chatham's recovery 
he were foon found to be deluſive. After lingering a few » 
ts | weeks, heexpired, May'the 13th/in the 70th year of hin 
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e of commons, on receiving intelligence” | 
ot this event, ſecmed affected with the deepeſt ſenſibilit j; 
and a motion, made by colonel Barrẽ, for interring tbe 
IxxE mains ot the deceaſed earl at the public expence, was 
© unanimoully agreed to, with the farther addition, pro- 
poſed by Mr. Rigby, that a monument ſhould be erected 
do his memory in Weſtminiſter Abbey. Two days after, 
tze like unanimity prevailed, on a motion for addreſſing 
the king, to beg that his majeſty would be 
pleaſed to make a permanent proviſion for the 
family, in conſiderat ion of his public ſervices. The king's 
ready compliance with this requeſt being ſignified to the 
commons, a bill was brought in and readily paſſed, by. 
which a clear annuity of four thouſand pounds, 
out of the civil liſt, was to be for ever annext tot 
dom of Chatham, and the ſum ot twenty thouſand pounds 
was voted for the diſcharge of debts and incumbrances. 
The, diſpoſition of honoring the remains or memory of 
tis illuſtrious ſtateſman was not ſo ſtrong or ſo general 
in the houſe of lords. A motion being made by the earl 
ES of : Shelburne, on the thirteenth of May, . that\the houſe 
5 | ſhould attend the funeral of the late earl, it was directly 
poppoſed; and the members being found equal upon a di- 
Viſion, amounting to ſixteen on each ſide, the proxies 
were called for, when the motion was loſt by a majority 
ok one, there being twenty againſt nineteen who ſupport- 
ed the queſtion, The bill for ſettling an annuity on the 
; ors of the title of Chatham, notwithſtanding its 
_ paſſage through the lower houſe, met alſo with 
a very ſtrenuous oppoſition, at its ſecond reading, from 
the duke of Chandos, from lord Bathurſt the chancellor, | 
and a few others, who objected to what they called an 
unwarrantable laviſhing away of. the public money, at a 
time when the nation was groaning under a heavy load 
ct debt, and engaged in a dangerous and expenſive war. 
They farther expreſſed their fears, that a precedent of 
| might afterwards be made uſe of for fact ious 
nd to the enriching of private families at the 
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I. Review of French Politics, es: 8 
| e the re volteu . 1 22 5 
robieh followed the Elector of r $ OO e * 
| Reſolutions of Congreſs on yeceiving t Draughts of _ 
0 e Bills. 4 IV. Gazette publijhed — 
vn My. Due Arrival from Paris with the Treaties 5 
. Commerce and Alliance. V. —_— to the firſt Overtures 
FE 
e unſucce/f {0 cat in of private. 
VII. eee of the Gommuſſiners 
8 they took their final Leave of America. VIII. FH. 
lache evacuated by the Britiſh Army. IX. Aftion „„ 
the Vicinity of Freehold Court-houſe. X. The Count D. 
taigne foiled in bis Endea wours to co-operate with General 
Sullivan in a Deſcent on -Rhode Iſland. XI. Accidental 
Meeting off 1 25 5 belonging to the French and Engliſh 
| Nd © XII. Expedition 4\Buzzard's Bay, and to Mar. 
tba Vineyard. II I. Ships,” Storebouſes, and Saltaworks _ 
. defliroyed' at Egg Harbour ; and Part of | Pulaſti's Ame. 
rican Legion, and the. awhole Regiment of Baylor tight 
= e\ cut to Pieces in different "nightly Attacks. © XIV. 
eduttion of the Province off Georgia. XV. A deſultory 
Iu carried pn between the Indians and Americaus with 
almoſt equal Waſte and Cruelty' on both Sides. XVI. 
1 Glory acquired by the Brati/h. Fleet and Army at St. 


On the ſame day, before his majeſty went ta the 
| Howl of peers, the late attorney general teok his ſeat 
bY the title of lord Thurlow, baron Aſkfiei d; and as 

as the parliament was prorogued, earl: Bathurſt 

* havin waited upon the king at St. James's, with the 
great — 5 it was immediately preſented to the newly | 

_ created baron. Mr. Wedderburne ſucceeded. his lord- 

ſmhip in the office of attorney general, thereby making 
room for Mr. Wallace's 8 to Flat of. — 4 1 
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Vence. XXXIV. Enormities of the Savages on 4 | 
. Froatters dreadfully retalated by an American Army under. 
_ General Sullivan: X XXV. The Briuſb Settlements onthe 


Le fubdued-by the Spaniſh Governor of Lauiſiana.— 


XXXVI. Fortreſs. of Omoa and Spaniſt regiſter Ships 

| ran by yaa putt under the Gommand of Captain 

| Lutirell,. XXXVII. . in the Miniſtry before. the 
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Attark on the French and Americans at Rhode Iftand dife. 


 concerivd. © E. Arnold' 's DefeBon from'the Rebels 3 
be Exerutim of Mai As, LI. 5 
obtained by Lord Cormmathic' oer General mms near = 
Camden. EII. Admiral Geary's Capture elbe Mer= 

ebammen from Port au Prince-/b 


followed by one of the 
[Blows which the Commerce of England had ever 
LIII. Some Hrcount of the ** Armed Neur., 

1 28 ith Hol 
LA Sw nothing could appear mote frantic, to the eject 
ed policy, than the treaties lately con- = 


4 cludediby the Prench king with the American rebels, Tt - © 
may ve proper,” before the effects of Þ tinneturel an af. 1 
| E are traced any farther, to explain the motives 1 
hie 8 
1 


d the cabinet of Verſailles to depart from 
+ moon nada 


the French monarch) *,” Theſt domeſtic conflicts were 


kept up with i z violence till the year 1771s WY _ 1 4 


Lis XV. had recourfe. to the deſperate ient „ 
arreſting by virtue of lettres de cuthel the memb ow 'ofth 


parliament of Puris, baniſhing moſt of the \ 
RE I in their room-othe! 


e 


Great Britain, which lt 
it had p purſued with equal exution and ſecurit ende de 
. of why, Tri the ſuryey of Europe 2 8. „ 
e war, Ws was obſerved, that Foo as troubles E 

France afforded'the Beſt pledges of her external inoffen= , _ 
fiveneſs, it being evident, from the nature of the diſputes e 
which then commeneed between the king and the paria ?- 
ments, that any raſh attempt on his part to embrelf him 
_ ſelf with his eure would endanger the overthrow'of on 


cloſe of © 


** b. LY 


iven er ablic opinion in a country Share the ſpi wit 9 
| den to be widely diffuſed, and where Wi 
1 0 of deſpotiſm. cobld- only. ſerve to frighten 


5 l 


1 5 . ican party was vic bly forgongs and 


288 the monarch became every day more and more an ob- 


& of reproach and execration, it is probable that the 
1mallzpox, of which he died in May 17745 reſcued him. 
__ _ from a much worſe fate, that of periſhing i in the ruins 
| of : a . empire. Scarcely were the appearances of 
1 | preſerved on his death; and the m—_ pellation of 
4 "308 e agi, Wee ee T given to his ſucceſſor, 
Wias the bittereſtfatire on his memory. The young king 
began his reign with ſeveral popular meaſures 3 a 
b thee none could be more likely to pos and ſecure, 
the atfedtions of his ſubjects than t 3 of the old 


miniſtry, and the reſtoration of the parliaments. The 
DD latter act, however, was delayed for ſeveral months, and 


even HER, accompanied. with ſome. ungracious circum- 
FM a. cenſure for their reſiſtance to the late kings 
ON berg and a Xremptory. injunction to conform ex- 


cy to a royal ordinance, read to them on the occaſion, | | 
- "containing many painful, and, as they might ſuppoſe, 


; unconſtitutional limitations of their: -authori wr It = 1 
_ quired greater talents than Lewis XVI. efſed, and 


5 greater integrity and . patriotiſm. than prevailed in his 


| council, to. unite at this juncture real dignity with judi - 
: ' c10us. condeſcenſion,. and to eſtabliſh his throne in the 
| hearts of his people, by ſhewing a more fincere regard 


pk 5 for, their rights and happineſs than for the plenitude of 


his on power. The ſame want of wiſdom and virtue 


. ſoon appeared i in the ſyſtem of foreign politics Slopted by 


SE”. PRs a7 3 and * Ire 


| the new. adminiſtration. Perfidiouſneſs, . | | 
5 ition, and revenge were its leading 1 
king hinaſelf was of a mild and peaceable temper,. but 
his natural indolence, and the —— gerity of his paſfions, 
as well as of his abilities, threw the reins of government 
ling e court, of 
5 1 1 


Sha 


P 


* SY 


SN por portunity for r gang a decifive blow, and rifing 


at the ſame time the mt 
rendered the council blind to the eon 
oo * 1 of ee reef e 
coloni independency ming in their brea 

| ſparks of republican enthuſiaſin;—and of importing with. 


of . appearances of neutrality, and of abs 
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ruin of 7a eee rival. Pride and avarice, che d 
of avenging che diſgraces of the laſt war and of graſping 


tobacco of Virginia, which was held out as a grand 


— allurement, all the baneful weeds of faction * 8 


and licentionfnefs, - Unchecked by any apprehenſions of 


this kind, the court of France ſecretiy me 
Americans in their revolt, and Tent chem i in a covert and 


treacherous manner conſiderable ſupplies of money, 
and ammunition. 'State-craft had ſuggeſted the-defs 


declaration, till Great Britain 
and he coltutes ould have nearly ſpent all their blood 


and treaſure in the obſtinate conteſt But the dier + 


which happened to Burgoyne s army 57 0 and the conelliatory 


meaſures about to be adopted by che Britiſh cabinet, 
| _ obliged the Prench mjnathy to thfow off the maſk neck — — 
footer than wi if Oe cn " They knew that the 3s 
Americans, roi the ſucceſs at Saratoga, till |} 
laboured under very great difficultics;' and that, rant 
df internal e ble their foreign trade was Al. OO. 
8 e e by the Britiſh, cruiſers, it it Was im e 
fible for them, without affiſtance, to Keep à reſpedtable 8 
army inthe field for any ſength of time; ani they treatiedl, 
leſt, under fuch unpramiſuig <ircumftances, they ſhould _ 
be induced to accept. the 295 liberal terms which the 
mother country was goin 5 ropoſe at the preſent cri- 
"I 


ſis. It was by urging points very ſtrongly, that 
8 


Franklin anf 


ralleled e * oil 


of che American trade, = 
0 champions Ek 


Dol — accoinpliſhed the grants = _ - | 
— On t of their 'conjimiſſion at Paris, and procured 'the 
1 wa of the treaties before-mentioned, ee France, | 
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FE is ile dep 1 To 5 7: 
i the. held, or hoped to bold, her ative f in ue e 
chains. „ * 
A. WAR 1 ce 5 hea SA 3 


4 | A on the continent of. Europe, is alſo ſuppoſed to have __- 


Tome ſhare in precipitating thoſe reſolutions of the French · 
council. The late elector of Bavaria having died with- 


|; 5 out. iſſue on the thirtieth of December 1777, was Toe | 
N ' ceeded both in his dignity. and his-dominions at large by 


heir, the elector Palatine; But before the lat- 


"Bis ! 
ter 585 well feel his change of ſſtuat ion, he unexpected- 
= ound; that be had a rival of ſuch ſuperior power and | 


greatneſs to encounter, that all competition on his fide 

Would be extremely futile and ridiculous, He had ſcarcely i 
1 in his new capital of, Munich, when the Auſtrian 
- troops, who. bad been evidently ſtationed on the frontiers 
for the purpoſe, and only waiting for;the moment of the 
elestor's death, poured on all ſides into the] Lower Bavaria, 
and ſeized upon every place they came to. In the mean 
time, another ſtrong body advanced to the Upper Pala. : 
tinte; 3 while à third army of ſixty thouſand men ſeemed 


125 ready to follow up the invaſion, upon the ſmalleſt ſhew of 


'Tehiſtance. No alternative remained for the elector but ta 


5  regr the better half of his new poſſeſſions ee 5 4 


- miſe, or to riſk. the immediate loſs of the whole 45 5 
| Feeble oppoſition to the court of Vienna, He therefore 
ve his involuntary aſſent to terms preſcribed. by vion: 
'S and injuſtice, As ſych a flagrant attack on the _- 
. of ſucceſſion, uch a diſmemberment and ſpoil of 
two great electorates, could not fail of alarming all the 
8 of the empire, and of making an appeal to the {| 
word inevitable, there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 
queen of France, actuated hy the 9 8105 of family 
pride, as well as of affection f 9 brother the emperor, 
_ exerted all her influence over the cabinet of Ve failles, to 


— 


5 5 involve the French nation in contentions with ſome ot 


power, ſo as to prevent their oppoſing the ſchemes of ag- | 
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FF _ nal iſſue more yexatious and afflicting. After a year's Þ 
-} -;war with Pruſſia and other members of the Germans 
body, the emperor was obliged to relinquiſh the diſtricts 3 


art” 


þ 9 


| he had ſo ünjuſtly ſeized 30 and the fatal treaty with the 
Americans, for the ſigning of which Maria Antoinettag 
bad ſhewn the utmoſt impatience, may. be truly confider- 4 
* | <4 as 2 fort of preface to the death-warrant, which finally | 
— led her and her unfortunate huſband to the ſcaffold. 
III. In order to defeat, if poſſible, the effects of this | 
. treaty, lord North had hurried the conciliatory bills with 
tte utmoſt diſpatch through both houſes of parliament, =} 
Rs expecting that ſuch overtures from the mother country, 1 
if they arrived in time, would prevent congreſs from ras . 
The king of Pruſſia having in vain uſed every ef- 
fort to obtain reſtitution by amicable means, took the [ 
field early in the ſpring. The emperor ſeemed arg „ 
reſolute; and the preparations on both ſides were ſo 
mighty, that had the fate of Europe depended on the 38 
| conteſt, neither the force employed, nor the means ap. 
plied to, e, inadequate te the im- 
pPooxrtance of the ſtake. Vet ſo equal was the diſtribution 
of ſtrength, numbers, military ſkill, diſcipline, and 
courage between the two parties, that though either of 
them ſeemed able to ſhake any quarter of the globe te 
its centre, the effects of their contention was as unde. | 
- WH Ccifive, and the campaign as barren of important events 
as could have ariſen from a ſtate of mutual inability. a 


-- : + 
- + A [OT 
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4 A kind of langour and weariſameneſs, if not an actual 4 
deſire of peace, was the natural conſequence of fuchgz, 
- KK ftruggle; and the courts of Verfailles and Peterſburg =} 
BB Having exerted themſelves, after the firſt campaign, ts 
| prevent the renewal of hoſtilities, an armiſtice took _ 
place in March 1789, and in about two months a treaty © 
Was concluded, upon fair and equitable principles. Re 
The former convention between the elector Palatine . 
* andthe court of Vienna was annulled; and the places 
and diſtricts ſeized in Bavaria were reſtored, excepting 
only the frontier territory appertaining to the regen, 
of Burghauſen, which was ceded to the houſe of Auf; EN 
tria, as an equivalent for her formally renouncing all 
| her old, vexatious, ang. eee een 1 
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„ of 1 bills, immediately on the firſt 9 

the houſe of commons, to be circulated among the ** 
of the revolted colonies, that they might know the inten- 
tions of the Britiſh overnment, before the intelligence of 
It was doing at Paris could reach them, or, at TS 
before it could receive the formal affent of their x: <A | 4 
TentatiVves. The circulation of theſe papers fer ved 

9 rovoke the moſt contemptuous reſolutions on che 


; f congrels. They affected to conſider the bills as che 


uel of an ien plan formed by the Britiſh govern- 


5 ment for enſlaving America. The object of n they 


maintained, was do difunite che colonies, create diviſions, 
| nll prevent foreign powers fr terfering in their be- 
haf. They called them an evidence of the weakneſs, or 


-; "wickedneſs of the Britiſh . or both; and, af- 
r 


8 


: 14%, 5 % 


er various other farcaltic 5 ictures, 1200 Doug — 
ct that ig as 0 8 o ſhou me to 
make e os 5 with the Britiſh eee 
rs, el to de — as open and avowed enemies; 
und that the United States neither could, nor would hold 
any conference with ſuch commiſſioners, unloſs —4 
thotild-as a preliminary thereto, either withdraw Their 
dleets and armies, or elſe in politive and expreſs terms 
acknowledge the inde of the United States.“ 
= alſo called upon the ſeveral * xrovinces to Uſe the 
. ſtrenuous excrtions, and to have their relpeRive | 
quotas of troops in the held as ſoon as pollible, as, they | 
id, it appeared to be the deſign of their enemies do Jul 


| Shen into a fatal ſecurity. Thus inſolence was N 4 


to meet condeiſion; and the meaſures taken n= 
about a re- union with the colonies furniſhed their leaders 
with new arguments for widening the breach, anddif- 
| Govering them for ever from the parent . 
TV. In a few days after {May 2] Mr. Deane arti 
 xapreſs from Paris, with thoſe tall inſtruments — 
Were to ſtamp 2 Teal upon the ſeparation of America 
kom England. "2 FOO. incline publiſhed. a : 
Og THOR» 7 


; PS ; 1 8 5 


oy” p. a e 8. 5 acbes . I 
; gazette, w ich, beſid Pk ummary of ne 
. mation, exhibited ſome. of the moſt Ab mee articles. .of 


dhe treaties, with their own comments upon them, in 
Wich the extraordinary, equity, 175 eneroſity, and honor - 


ol the F rench K ing were mentioned in the higheſt trains 
of gratitude and ee In this piece 85 ſeemed 
to coun: upon Spain as being already à virtual party to 


the alliance, and to 3 the naval force of both na⸗ 
tions as united in their cauſe. -. They alſo built much 


upon the friendſhip of other great powers, and boaſted of 
ition of Europe in general, towards 


8 Such was the temps And hack” the proceedi: | 
1 congrels previous to e the new e bf 


the favorable dilpe 
5 


from England in the Ame, of June. The perſons 


1 in this commiſſion wer the earl of Carli e, Mr. 5 
Eden, e Johnſtone, and fir Henry Clinton, wha 
e 


bad lately taken the command of the army, in the room 
of ſir William Har 3 as the 1 18 


reren, a. copy of their aero : and other 
5 | papers, to to 

Sir William, under a pretence that he had not the 
3 fortune ta enjoy the neceſſary confidence of his 


ſuperiors, had written before Chriſtmas. for his ma, 
Jeſty? s permiſſion to reſign, which» was, indeed, rea- 


dily granted to an officer, whoſe want of genes for i 
e alacrity and zeal with which he ha 
= ported by the miniſtry, could pau be equalled by t 
want of military enius, of wildem n council; 
promptitude in action, and of ardor in the public: gp | 
vice, Which had marked his whole condu@ during 


the war, and had ſo. often prevented, or checked th 
certainty of deciſive ſucceſs on the moſt ſignal occa- 


ſions. The mock fight af oldchivalry,---the roman 
tic trium 1 exhibited in honor of him before his de- 
- parture 


RM Fur. a Like ang * | 18 


6 "wes 


ce with 185 


preſident af the congreſs; but their ſecre> 5 
erguſon, who was intended to convey the pa- 


been "he 5 
5 


rom Philadelphia, threw a ſtronger glare on, 
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hz iiry 
5 tie A Hino eee 10 de withed for on their 9 


' happy. intercourſe of 
-  anamoſities, would pr 


the confideration of a treaty 
' - Heonfiſtent with treaties ali 
king of Great Britain ſhould demonſtrate a 


5 e for that purpoſe; the on —_— ot Me hich would 


5 the way of 
dation, Mr. Jokhftone, one of the commiſioners, 'havs 


; office now” made W_ 
in point either of immediate liberty or 1 


commalljoners, that the ple, remembering the former 


er a firm, fer, and 


fition with the parent Rate to an cm," and winatural 


foreign alliance. After deliberating for ſome days or 
the ſubjeftof theſe communications, the congreſs, through | 


the medium of their pr clident, returned for anſwer, that 


the acts of parliament, the commiſſion , and the com- 
___-miffioners' d ſuppoſed the of the American 
| | ſtates to be fubjets PE the ks Xx 

| were founded on an idea of b rr Which was ut- 


Great Britain, and 


inadmiſſible: but they were realy to enter upon 
of peace and commerce, not- 

fubfiſting, whenever the 
neere dif- 


an explicit acknowledgment 


he, of 


5 the withdrawin g his fleets 5 1 ERS 


VI. Before theſe 1 rable eee eee in 


Farther advances towards an -accommos 


ing ferved as a captain in the navy on the American 


FE. coaſt, and afterwards beet 2 ernor of a province there, 


in conſequence of which he had formed conſiderable con- 
nexions, and an extenſive acquaintance in that country, 


© reſolved to avail himſelf of ib flattering an — 


in hopes that it might facilitate the accompliſhment f 


5 te great object in view. © This ſeemed the more A 
as has parliamentary conduct finde that time had been in 


fuch direct 3 to all thoſe menſures which were 


| Geemied hoſtile or © preſſive with regard to the colonies, | 
20s that ® cold fe ech lt of ready craig wry moi] 


, and forgetting recent 5 


- "rity ; and the moſt ardent hopes wits expretied Yy ths £13 


9 
4 


n cht then have 


* „ s 


Krone u 22 

ured, © Under 6 7 
| mums e SID ork _ 
| freedom of à private en e together with the 


2 8 of | el eſteem and opinion, would ape. 


ſmoothing or removing any K 
> than the ſtiff, tedious, and or 
edi 6 ion, He was ſoon 
mor dential letters to ſeveral 

perlong of 8 and character were laid before con- 

gels; „ them were, by a falſe and 
inſidious conſtructs gs” at as attempts to corrupt 
= ee that aſſembly ? and that he was even 
'. charged withewploying a to hribe ſome of 3 
| ing goombers; which they aſſigned as 2 reaſon for inter 
ing all intercourſe with. him, eſpecially when, as they 
faid, they were to negociate upon affairs, in which the 
cauſe of liberty and virtue was intereſted. In his reply, 
he attributed. thoſe defamatory. aſperhons thrown on his 
| 2 to the 2 1 4 [08s nde 
* ned them only for the purpoſ laming their 
wretched conſtituents to endure. "All the calamities of _ 
and as a means for continuing their deluſion, ce comin 
_ fruſtrate all the good. effacłs intended b 
| for the restoration of tranquillity... But ey dif 
- em yiews in this reſpect, he declared, that. he — 4 
5 or the fdture decline acting 2s a commiſſioner, or tak. 
55 „in which the ce 
9 2 1 
1 Mie eferts 57 efforts of the other commiſſion proved 
vally fruitleſs. ere a: long pd, et otras 
me writers who, defeuded the repulſiva proceed- 
ik the congreſs, and a variety of appeals to the peo- 
8 2 at large, they announced their intention to return to 
En F eos | 
1 eee thir# of October, and addreſſed not 
the members of the congreſs, but to the previneia Tat 
3 and, ho 3 ay ne of. the e- ay oy 


* * 4% Pa 


= OG. ___ e 
___  Feeapitulattd the different Reps taken by them to accom- 
_ © liſh che object of their commiſſion, and the refuſal of 
 Congrels to liſten to the moſt generous and benevolent 
Vbdaoertures: they again ſet forth che extent of the bleſ= | 
%% aus they were im powered to confer, which included the 
..._ Irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, that was ſhort | 
of a total ſeparat ion of intereſts and force : they reminded 
the colonies of their folemn appeals to heaven in the be- 
geinning of the conteſt, that they took arms only for the re. 
mee of grievances; and then aſked, whether all their 
\- ___  _ grievances, real or ſuppoſed, were not fully redreſſed in 
dhe preſent coticiliatory offers: notwithſtanding the ob- 
: ſtructions they had met with, they were ſtill ready to 
„ ee e ll Lese 80 eee e ee ee e Ms] 
_ ___  eftablifiment of peace; and to treat not only with depu- 
Ties from all the ſtates collectively, but with any pro- 


- 


« vincial aſſembly or convention individually, at any time 
within the ſpace of forty days from the date of their ma- 
nmntifeſto: they ſuggeſted to every claſs and deſeription of 

- perſons, whether in civil, militacyy or eceleſiaſtical capa- 
__ cities, or in private tations, the conſideratjon of ſuch. - 
motipes as were ſeverally ſuited to each, and might be 
F + ſuppoſed to have the greateſt influence on chem all: they | // 
allo proclaimed a general pardon for treaſons and rebel- 1 
__ _ Hous practices committed at any time previous to the date 
pf this manifeſto, to ſuch us ſhould, within the term of 
fuorty days already limited, withdraw from their . dee 
N.̃ion to the Britin government, and demean themſelves 
un future as good and loyal ſubjects; warning the peo» - | 
pp, at doe Aae une, T the: oeud and material change 


— — —— — — — Op 6%. _ 
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Which would take place in the whole nature and future 
Londuct of the war, if they ſhould ſtill perſevere in their 
HObſtinacy, more eſpecially as that was founded om the 
pPretended alliance with France. In a counter: manifeſto, 
wWypich che congreſs iſſued almoſt a month after, they did 
* __ mot attempt by fair or manly argument to overturn any 
_ one of the poſitions ſo candidly and ſo forcibly urged "7 
the commiſſioners; but after à great deal of cant and mifſ. 


„„ 4 
f 

+ 
3 


* Ly 3 : - : ; 5 4 3 £ . : 4 \ ; Nj 
3 8 8 : 8 * R 


Fe 4 
8 þ 


— 


— + 


* 
Nis 


- 


— 


q 5 ö 
q 

1 
* 
3 7 
— 


— 
PEI 
* 


1 


7 N * a 


- 


b. Megre, e 
u mockery both © f religion and common ſenſe bby con- 


L _ Uluded wich declaring, that if their enemies preſumed to 1 3 5 


execute their threats, they would take ſuch exem 7-4 5 
vengeanre as ſhould deter others from à like conduct * 


All hopes of terminating the troubles by lenient macs 8 


being thus completely blaſted,” the commiſſioners took 
their final leave of Nate about the latter end of No- 
vember , and returned to England! with experimental | 
proofs of What Had often been aſſerted by the friends of 
government in the Britiſh ſenate, * that the leaders of 
congreſs were actuated by an inſatiable thirſt of domi- 


nion and power 3-=that conceſſions would have no other 


effect than' that of increaſing their inſolence ;—and that 
nothing but ſuperior force could ever ſubject the revolted 


colonies to the conſtitutional authority! of the me F . Ge 


country.” ' 


VIII. Vein the war of words: between the ares MY 


and the Britiſh commiſſioners, the tranſition was very 
Alt was particularly curious. to ſee congreſs i in this 


counter-manifeſto boaſt of the example they had 5 
*of reſpect | for tlie laws which are held ſacred amoi A. 5 
e * 


civilized nations, at the very time when, in open 
violation of thoſe laws, and without the ſhadow of an 
excuſe for ſo ſhameleſs a breach of the public faith, 
they detained in captivity the brave troops who had 
furrendered at Saratoga, truſting to the honor of a 
7 ye convention. | 


_ . + Some time before their departure, the marquis , 


* 


e 


1 * 
7 wg 
: 


3 


e la Fayette ſent a very curious letter to the earl of 
Late challenging that nobleman, as firſt commiſ- 
ioner, o the field, there to anſwer in his perſon, 


* ; 


. 


und in fingle combat, for ſome harſhneſs of reflection 1 
upon the conduct of the French court and nation, 


Which had appeared in thoſe public acts or inftru- 
meme. that 95 a his brethren had iflued in their 
So 18 Neve an to an 5 
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a oh ea mats poems 1 per | 
en ONS OO FO eee changed. Through wks f 

gteeterference of Tholen a t m—_— 
F the fea was about ta bediſpu ge x 
dies. Hence greater circumſpection became necęſſary 4 
he choice of poſts for the Britih army. It was uncerr 1 
tain where the French might attempt to irike a _ 
1 . or in the W 
Ingles. r et that the army ſhould c- 
cCeupy a ſtation, fram which xe-inforcements might be 
molt.eably and expedi CE a: 94 


. purpoſe, being a bundred miles diſtant f from. the ſea, wi 
which it . communicated only by 2 winding rivers. Far 
| . the danger of bein 
oppoſed by a ſuperior naval f orce in the Delaware, 
Ata time when a junction was alſo expe&ed. E the. 
troops under Gates and Waſhington, the earl o Ts | 
| had taken out orders with him for the evacuatio ; 

hiladelphia, which was effected at three 3 in the == | 
nh 


Hl the eighteenth of June, the army retiring to the 
: Stand. below tlie town formed by the confluence. + 

Delaware and the Schuylkil, where the boats and vellels | ; 
pelonging to the navy were ready to receive them. 86 
Ty 83 was the admiral's arrangement on this occaſion, 
that the whole army, with its baggage, was paſlad over 
8 the Delaware, and encamped on the Jerſeꝝ ſhore by ven. 1 
in the forenoon, e rye little interruption from 
me enemy, though the Americans entered Philadelphia 
bpHpefore the Britiſh entirely left it, The great body the 
- — Toyaliſis of that-city went along with the army: uch of | 
them as had the imprudente ta remain behind were treat- 
dd with great ſeyerity: ſome were baniſhed - fe nen 

thrown into priſon; and a few ſuffered death. 
IXxX. The march of the Britiſharmy through the Jer. 
1 ys. was not unattended with difficulty.  Encumbered | 
with a vaſt train of baggage, extending the length of 
twelve miles, the whole country hoſtile, the bridges bro- 
= by foe * wy a 9 rel F $6. re] 
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army encamped in the neighbourhood of Freehold Court. - 


in conſequence two paſſionate letters, which occaſion. * 


ed his being put under Immediate arreſt z and & court | 
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. under lord Howe had 
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'z - rendered it impoſſible ro attack him in front with any | 


ington with the main 


Ally turned by the light infantryand the queen's rangers, | 
yet fir Henry Clinton, fatisfied with the effectual check 
. given to the enemy, and ſeeing no-likelihood of any de- 
_ - Eiliveadyantage, recalled his brave troops who were preſ=. | 


ſing on to the charge, notwithſtanding the fatigue they, 


had already undergone through the heat of the day, which, 


woas fo intenſe that three ſerjeants and fifty fix privates. 
; dropped dead without a wound, The whole lols of the 
Bali army, amounted to three hundred and fifty eight, - 
maeen, including twenty officers, of whom lieutenant colonel 
Mlonckton, who fell at the head of the ſecond batallion of 
grenadiers, was yniverfally and deſervedly lamented, 

The tribute of affection and reſpect paid to his me- 


maorp on the field, and in the very heat of the action, 


Will beſt thew how dearly he was loyed and how highly 
_ eſteemed by his brave companions. During the contu- 


p—_— 


relieved each other, until, with their e (being 
e 


 » deftitute'of more proper tools) they perfecked a grave, 


Phere they laid the body of their gallant leader, BI: 
. Iugoyer it with their hands the earth they had moiſtened 
- pr fears, - Tipe e 


tc their own accounts, was very little more than that of 
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pon of a dangerous cannonade, the battalion in parties 


Fay © 27 ty 
2 


tte Britiſh army: it amounted to three hundred and fix- 


reſumed his march about midnight, to join general Kny- 
TO hauſen's diviſion with the baggage, and proceeded with- 
baut farther moleſtation to San 


got round to receive them; and the 


day at New York. 


3 


nartial being held upon. him for diſobedience of or- 


ders, miſbehaviour in action, and diſreſped to the com. 
mander in chief, he was found guilty upon every 


6 


barge, and ſuſpended from all military command for 
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Hook, where, the fleet 


. es men, including thirty two officers Sir Henry ; 
Luton haying allowed his troops proper time for reſt, | 
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A. D. i778. ._ Conc ih, . .. _ 
X. Tos days after the convey nee of the army, lord 
Howe received intel ligence by his cruiſers, that the 
count. D'Eftaigne;, who had faited from Toulon inn 
April, was arrived on the coaſt of Virginia. It was not 
long before the count appeared off Sandy Hook, with the 
fleet under his command, confiſting of twelve fail of the 
line and three large frigates; to which lord Howe could 
odppole only eleven ſhips of inferior magnitude and weight 
| of metal, with ſome frigates and floops: : Thele were 
ranged with great ſkill in the harbour; and the inequality 
Ff force ſeemed to be fully compenſated by the judicious _ 
| e of the admiral, and the ardour, intre- 
pidity, and confidence of ſucceſs, which animated the - 
whole Britiſh fleet and army. The count D'Eftaighe © 
did not think proper to put their reſolution to the proof. 
Either regarding the attempt as too dangerous, or per- 
5 e befofe the harbour only by way of 
2 eint to draw off the attention of the Britiſh command<«-  - 
ers from the real obje® of his aim, after remaining at 
anchor for eleven days, he ſet fail to the ſouthward as far 
as the mouth of the Delaware; and then changing his 
courſe, Reste dirsctiy for Rhode land, in order to co- 
'il operate with general Sullivan in an enterpriſe t 
„„ | Newport. 10 


x \ 


LI 
* 


| Ide approach of the French fleet to this har= _ 
bour created the unpleaſant neceſſity of burning the Or- 
| 7 Lark, Juno, and Cerberus frigates, and of fink= x. 
ing the Flora and Falcon. But this was the only loſs 
| reſulting from ſo formidable an invaſion, The com 
mander of the garriſon, fir Robert Pigot, made every 
| preparation for a vigorous defence; and lord Howe, to 
' Whom he had ſent intelligence by a 8 5 
ene ſome ſhips from England, part of a ſqua= *' < 
Aron under admiral Byron, immediately-ſtood out to ſeay 
and reached Rhode Iffandon the ninth of Auguſt. After 
much mänteuvring for the branes 1 ho "adverſe 3 
fleets were ſeparated by a violent tempeſt, by which the.* TD 
|  Breat ſhips of the French ſqadron were ſo much damag- 
| td, that the count found it abſolutely neceſſary to go to 
Boſton to refit, This * A fatal damp upon the ſpi- . 


35253. py, 


8 j 


> "+ hb Sie s - 9 2 4 
& * L KS SIE * \ be 
$ 7 1 . « 4 : $ 
IK Se IKE Ge 8 8 
1 . 7-2 EET 4 
! . . 8 ' * < 
3 8 ; „ 5 1 
3 5 5 


8 WE; i Skoner ut, As De 1278, 
ts © 


1 1 Sullivan: s army, which had landed on the 8 


oed of the iſland, and had begun to conſtruct batteries, 5 


and make regular approaches, but was now fo diſheart. 
ene by the departure of the French fleet, that theip 34 
commander could no longer keep them together, and was 
"— in being able, eren with ſome loſs, to retreat to 
* continent. 1 
I. The ſeparation and dif erfion of the two fleets „ 
pave occaſion to the Ps Prey meeting of ſingl e ſhips, #1 


My zroduced engagements. between them, which 9 80 10 


nated ſo much to the honor of Britiſh yalor and ſeaman- 
"Wit: as to excite deep regret that the ſtorm ſhould have 
inte r to preyent a general action. n the evening 
thirteenth of Auguſt, captain Dawſon in the Re- 
PEST of fifty guns fell in with 15 Languedoc of eighty- 


r guns, D'Eftaigne's own ſhip, which had lo ber 1 


rudder and her maſts ; and engaged fher with ſuch ad- 
_ Yanlage as to flatter the Engli captain with the proſe 55 
& of fo extraordinary a_ capture, when the appearance 
Hf ſeveral other ſhips of the ſquadron compelled him to 
deſiſt. Commodore Hotham in the Preſton of fifty guns 
- fought the Tonnant of eighty the ſame eyening with fj- 


*" ilar gallantry and fimilar ſucceſs, But the laſt of the | {| 


engagements, produced by the hurricane, between ſhips | 


Pk 'of diſpro rtionate force, uts all naval. calculation from. | 


weight o metal at utter defiance, and gives the palm to 


undaunted brayery and ſuperior (kill. In the afternoon 


Hf the ſixteenth, the Jfis, à ſhip alſo of- fifty guns, com- 


manded by captain Raynor, was chaſed by the Clay, a * 
French ſhip oF leventy- four g uns and in no fort 1 — 5 — 1 
by the ſtorm; but after a def rate conflict, which lafted | 
for an hour and a half, the 5 far ſheered 775 and put- 
ting before the wind, left the Iſis incapable of purſuing, 
from the gy ſhe had ſuſtained in her maſts, fails, 
And ri 45 In other relpets ſhe had been yery little | 
injur nd only one man was killed, and fifteen wopnd- 
= Q's the French ſhip was fo much damaged in her hull, 
; that ſhe was forced to bear away for Boſton ; and her 
"Bw PR e amounted to * welas * * 
| I 
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Ns 4 + 4 , * 8 
- 5 py * 


| latter her captain, the celebrated Bougainville, whoſe, 


* 


his abſence, ſix more ſhips of admiral Byron's | wr. 
| Had arrived at that port; and as, in conſequence of theſe ' - 
arrivals, the Britiſh naval force was now unqueſtionably 
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arm was ſhot off in the action. Lord Howe, with all 


: 


attack ; but found. 


=> cone expedition, followed his 8 to Boſton, in 


e hope of a favorable opportunity o 


the French fleet lying in Nantaſket Road, ſo well de. 
fene bly the folts and et W | 
land and the iſlands adjacent, that it was judged abſo- 

8 8 His e 6 returned 

to New 


batteries erected on the points of 


ork about the middle of . 1 
yron's quads ron OG 


ſuperior to the fleet under the count D'E 


1 * 3. : 
and would be till farther increaſed by the arrival | 
of admiral] Byron in the Princeſs Royal, with the Cullo- 
deen, both of which had been driven into Halifax, his 
lordſhip thought this a proper moment for availing him 
_ " ſelf of the leave he had ſome time before obtained, to re. 
- tire from the American ſtation, on account of his health; 
| and, reſigning the command of the fleet toadmiral Gam, _ 
bier, took his departure for England,  ' - . 
XII. On the firſt intelligence of the danger that threat. 


N 


ened Rhode Iſland, fir nd Clinton, embarking with 
four thouſand men for its relief, had two other materia] 
Hb jects in view, and would probably have ſucceeded, if _ 


he had not been detained for ſome days by contrary winds 


in his paſlage through the Sound, One of theſe objekte 
was tq cut off Sullivan's retreat to the continent; and © 


the other was to attack the Americans in their head 


quartets and principal place of arms at Providence, the 15 


einity of Rhode Iſland. The delay in the paſſage, and 
Sullivan's eſcape having fruſtrated theſe deſigns, firfHenry, _ 
on his return 'to New York, diſpatched. major-general 5 


Grey, with the fleet of tranſports and troops under con- 
voy of the Carysfort frigate, upon an expedition to the 
 Faltward, Their firſt object was to exterminate ſome - 

| beſts of privatcers, which abounded in the rivers and 
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deſtruction or diſmantling of which would have removed 
_ a conſtant ſource of apprehenſion from the immediate vi- 
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. chi tome about Bee fall of ſhipping, with 2 great . = 
number of mall craft, beſides the magazines, wharf, 
MO &+. on the Bedford and Fair Haven fies of the Aru: 

 Iniet river. To complete the fycceſs of their Roth, : 


; E err and three hundred oten for the 


And that of a more aQtive and ſpirſred nature, than what 
| bail dern already executed. A Prench captain, with 
ſiome private men, Who hal eferred from Pulaſki's Atne- 
lic legion, pave fuch an account of the carcleth — 
nNer in winch three troops of horſe 'and as many compa» / 
mies of infantry belonging to that corps were cantoned, 
1 — Tog ited to taptain Ferguſon, the commander of the 


me deferters, chat Pülatci had iſſued pub 


=... "cer MY 4 1 Ky _ 
creeks aQHoin ago erg Bay 1 Joy of ne. 
— Fngtand'6 and the Plymouth "lot. TRY ormed 
its, Z 


ceded: to the fand caſted Martha's Vin | 
btained a valuable contribdtioh. of ten ou. : 


army at New 5 
ln. Another expe men at Lea Dot. 


0 Hase, 'on the Jerſey coaſt, where: 0 


x. 5 enemy had a great many privateers and prizes, This 


rpoſe likewile was atcompliſhed, and a conſiderably” . 

1 5 of thix 5 and faltworks deſtrayed. 
A ſubſequent Jay in Eg 88 e, :cafioned 14 Sen- 
trary winds, gave riſe to the performante of new tren 5 


detachment, the probability of ſurpriſing hejn, 


8 | | The ſuccefs of the attempt Was an werable to His expes- 
Kation. The quarters of the enemy were furrounded in 


the niglit; and very few eſcipet}, * As this Ob 44 
el within two miles of a*for ce conſiderably fu | 
In number to the alſailants, celerity of execution, x = | 
cellity of an immediate retreat, and a 8 f pread by 

lic örklerz ber. - I 
Sidding his corps to grant any quarter to the Britiſh 


_ xroops, concurred to render the flaughter more dreadful, 
only five being made priſoners. A few days hefore, 2. 


' Whole regiment of liglit horſe, under 'the command G 


leutenant colonel Bay lor, was: ſurprifed j in the ſame man- 3 
„ ls in *he TOP” er * | 


9 1 by ah gener. 
Grey 
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1M revlly to attack the rebel forces, which were drawn up, 


| under major general Robert Howe, about half a mile eat 


of Savannah. No victory was ever more complete.— 
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Thirty eight commiſſioned officers, four hundred and 


ffteen non-commiſlioned and privates, forty eight pieces 
= | of cannon, twenty three mortars, the fort, the ſhipping, ' 
the capital of Geo were all in the poſſeſſion of tfie 
Conquerors before dark. The moderation and clemenc7 
WM chat accompanied this ſignal triumph reflected no leſs ho- 
= nor on colonel Campbell than the judicious and ſpirited 
= meaſures which led to it. His humane conduct was the 
0 more admirable, as he had been treated by the Ameri- 
2 eans, when their priſoner, with, the utmoſt indignity 
and cruelty. In leſs than a fortnight, the whole pro- 
BU vince of Georgia, except Sunbury, was recovered; and 
i juſt as colonel Campbell was preparing to reduce that 
= . * See the note at the bottom of page $5, © den, 
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. 
and back fettlements, beten 5 Indians und the golo- 


__ _ nifts, the latter too 
| bc), kae of the former. 
| 
| 


Aud wafte and trutlty were e Huds wire gu 1 1 


13 the courſe of thefe barbarous Hof. 
tilities, too ſhot to admit of detail, che Rouriſning 
few ſetrlement of Wyoming, on the banks of the Juſque. 
: hanna, fell a ſacrifice to an incurſion of the Indians; and 
te Indian ſettlements of Unadilla'and Anaquago, 
they per parts of the fame river, which were ao in 


: fatiable revenge. 


I their turn ravaged | and defy 
Atera glance at fuch frenes ee and diſguſt, the 
| ; 5 05 mind feels a fort of relief yen in tracing the Wn 


D*Eftaigne being totally 


XVI. Tbe projetts of count f 
alen in Arens, where the thought that - 


Þ ſet fail for the Weft Indies on the third of Noveniver, 
4 order to fecond the operations of the Lee 
55 ville, governor of Martinico, e ee Already thn 
| 3 iflan of Dominique, On the very = 


French flect left Beten, a Fetdthinie of i de e 
troops, under convoy of 


a ſmall ſquadron cominanded by 


| tempton Rhode Ifland, which was undertaken only 
2 in conſequence of his promiſe of co-operation, excited 
reat murmuring all over the coptinent, and Jed th 
me - dangerous Tipts between the Americat ant. 
. feamen at Boſten and Charletewn. Means 
Were fallen upon, however, to appeaſe theſe tumults, 
und great pains were taken to give ſatis faction to the 
French, whom, at this early ſtage of the ROO. 


" would Oy mT OY 1 os to e 
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| bed-by white people attached ts ok baud en Ke 
Americans, 4 


| Httle thanks were due tb him for his ineffeAive promiſes*, | l 


His abandonment of general Sullivan i in the ate. | 


1 . 
pl gs tons, IR 8 


m. Haile 
- rin, at 1 an N oh of —— 8 With 
ſuffering the tro fa A an expedition was im- 
1 = mediate ately relive a: 
. wbere a landing 
YH fited 9 of WD eee and admixal Bar 
I vpn hom the eng bad nowdenclacd, * 
of the batteries and advanced polts were carried, when 
count D'Eſtaigne appeared in view With a far ſuperior | 
| force, having on beard a large body of. troops, wi 
which he hoped to effect NE eee gli 
iſlands. The ſqwadron of. 1 W c 
only of three hips of the line, two of fit 
© three frigates, which he tio 
_ the Cares . ſupported by ſeveral batteries erected an 
e morning of the fifteenth, the French 48 


= 8 TA that he thought proper in a ſhort ti 


| ES wi a Bu ha pl 
in o ta de ree days A „ hay 
| R to windward, he landed a 1 of fixe = 
men, and puttin Sy at their heac marched Wit 
1 ethic! 105 the aſſkult of the Britiſh lines : but _ 
y were received by 1 Meadows with the Game 
Invincible courage as po ns had hefare experienced from = 
As Barrington. 45 "Their two 1 lays. 
8 Grant, “ were made with the impetveßty of 
enchmen; and they were zepulicd with the determined 
bravery of Britons.” They rallied again, and returned 
do the charge the third time ; but the affair was now 
x decided they were totally broken, and obliged *to 
Ay in the — diſorder and confuſion. Four hunded 
were left dead on the field; and even, according to their 
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N 5 with ten fail af the live, but met with ſo 


the iſland of St. Lucia, - 
on. the thirteenth. By the ſpl; 


1 off. n bee: ke 5 5 the attack 


F< | L 


_ own-aecounts, out of clove hundred wounded Hve Wane 8 
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eding in number the whole i of be Br. 1 
at 1 beg were engaged, evinge elperation and 
= BE with which the F pported FF 
\ their attacks; and places above all praiſe the maſterly 
N | dilpoſi tion formed by general Meadows for the defence of 
© his'poſt®, and the unſhaken' intre pidity of the men to 1 
A that defence was Mate What excites wm -— 
a aſtoniſhment is, that only thirteen of the Britiſh troc 
| e, one hundred and fifty wounded, and eig 
miſſing. After this ſevere defeat, D Eſtaigne continined 
on the iſland in a tate of ſeeming irreſolution for ten days 
longer. At length re-embarking his troops in the night 
5 N the twenty ei eighth, he ſet fail for Martinico next morn» 
7 - ing, aud abandoned St. 15 bk its fate, Whilft his 
fleet was yet in view, the French governor, M. de Mi- 
8 offered to capitulate; and Ae he was now 
Geſtitute of all hope of relief, the mot honorable tem 
1 9 5 Were granted to him, the liberality of the Br itiſn Som- 
manders thus ding 0 the luſtre 45 ſo ſplendid a Nord 
queſt, and which was alſo conſidered. as We than etui - 
= Ft to the loſs of Dominique ff 
5 XVII. Eight days 1 the depart | ount _ 
RL 5 Eflaigne, admiral Byron arrived With his fleet, une | i | 
fortunately too late to 5 off the retreat of the enemy. [ 
al this brave admiral's proceedings had hitherto been 


It may here be proper to obſerve. that the, yery 
ay ſe*enight after the ſurrender of Dominique 10 the 
marquis de Bouille, the French were diff ores. of 

the iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, ſma 
fad dif patch- 
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| Fquadron which vice-admiral Montague 
ed from Newfoundland, immediately on receiving ad- 
vice of the hoſtile operations of: the count. 12 "Eftaigne | 
on the coaſt of America. . | 
7 Though wounded in the beginning af the action; 
be could not be perſuaded to quit the field nor even to 
have the aſſiſtance of his ſurgeons; but on horſehack 
© Viſited every quarter where his, preſence was neceſſary, 
-and continued to give his orders, notwithſtanding t 0 
85 anguiſh of his 9 150 AO. Tu PR. 9 Ap, fax 
bt . 1 5) ogel cou 
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marred by the or 

from England, whence he had been diſpatched after 
Toulon fleet, his ſhips were ſe gebe. 1 ſtorm, Sj 
did not reach 


3 5. 1 : 8 at 601 mi. 5 8 
oſition of the elements. 15 as voyag 


New York but at long intervals, and many 
of them in 0 ſhattered a ſtate that they were not in rea- 
dineſs to proceed to ſea till the eighteenth of October. 7 
He then went in queſt of the count D'Eftaigne; but his 


l fortune ſtill continued to perſecute him. Scarcely had 
he reached the bay of Boſton, when on the 


firſt of No- 
vember, another tremendous ſtormi aroſe, which ſo dif- 
abled his fleet, that he was obliged to put back to Rhode 


Iſland to refit: This afforded D'Eltai 2 4 9 
opportunity of ding to the Weſt Indies, and of 


making . attempt, det h unſucceſsful, which has 


been juſt related; while Byron was eee at 


Rhode Tfland for 4 "fortnight after his ſhips were ready 
to fail, and even in his 5 thence oy one of them 
diſmaſted. To theſe untoward eircumſtances the eſcape of 


the French fleet was entirely owing : and fo ſenſible was 


D'Eftaigne of the danger of encountering even an equa» = 
 lity of "Britiſh naval force, that for ſix months together 
hae only ventured twice out of the bay of Fort Royal, and 
both rimes haſtily returned as as ſoon as Byron's fleet was 
ſeen ſtanding towards him. Squadrons were frequently - 
ſent to cuts 
count lay, and, if poſſible, to Freak him to come out 


off the mouth of the harbour where the 


and riſk an engagement; but no mortifica tion of this ſort 


5 could induce him to deviate from his defenſive be Fas 5 
t "a 


XVIII. Whillt the French, from having 


Gailants, were thus reduced, as it were, to a ſtate of 
bene in the Weſt Indies, they had nearly loſt all their 


effions in the Eaſt. When a rupture was ſeen to be 


inevitable, fo expeditiouſly: had the Engliſh Eaſt India 2 
company tranſmitted their orders, and with ſo muen 
Prof petüde were theſe orders executed, that the war | 5 

ro 


ke out in the moſt diſtant extremities of the empire 


almoſt as ſoon as in . arts neareſt to its centre. Chan- 


dernagore and all the faRories belonging to the French 
In Bengal, at Yanaon and * with hy NOS” 
Vox. one a ib ES wy 
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| ' __ =, tion could be aſcertained ined by the Britin miniftry, a fleet 
=. of equal forte was Aire after him under the mr 
wand of admiral Byron, But it was at reſt that the ut. 
maoſt vigour. of naval equipment ſeem e by 
Ob e * the ſtale device of threateni 
5 b eg to, and arg bodies of | trogps | 
=—_ om the interior parts * gdom to' | 
= _- ſea-coalt . on N 0 45 5 En- 
and geching was peglediel, far the purpol . ole. 
lense, or of pouring juſt v. upon a perfidious ene- 
1 555 es f fre Vernon's force mg of only 2 | 
N pan of ſixty guns, the Caventry of twenty eight, 
aha; Seahorſe, of twenty. the Carmorant ep 5 an | 


. 895 5 eB two guns, an 
LE 8 of the French fri 
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| andin g all the * 


55 i 5 dinels 5 ene lt of Bret 5 ö 
dmiral Re =. tin 8 of diſtinguiſhed | merit 
Teton had oni to command the 
75 aa "fleet? His talents, © Nas, and popularity _ 
. dane ht ed him juſt claims to ſuch an appointment? 3 
5 yet ther eme Teafoh te ſuppoſe that the baneful n. 
fluende of his party cofmestions had chilled, if not to 
wa deſtroyed ij Him that noble enthuſiaſm, that pati 
_ otic N in eduſe he undertook, which is more 
_ rfential, perhaps, than aby ether requiſme to promote, 
and even to corminand fucceſs. He failed from St. Helen's 
on the thirteenth of June, with a diſcretionary power of ö 
Acting accordin to circurnſtances, as no blow had. = 23 
been ruck by the enemy, which could brig: upon them 
dhe Uire- chirge of ax ogg though their a 1 


h EE 


Wich the rebel jen 55 8 the Britiſh crown was a fu 
2 denunciation of hoſtility. n at the entrance of | 
the B ay of Biſcay, on the {tv th, the admiral dif 
covered two French frig "ne bis 5 Licorne and the Belle 
„ very weden Shs 1 his fleet. . . 
they refüdcd to bring to, at + the bal ſignal for that 
ne a chaſe dude, when the Licorne, being over= - 
| taken towards evennig by feveral 1 the fleet, con- 
ſented Yo fail with them daring the nigh but, in. the — 
morning; NONE an ien don to get e oc, a thot Wa 
| fired acroſs her way to make her kee her courſe, N 
which ſhe ſu deny $60 ured a whole bioadfide of her great 
, 3.06 s and 3 e the 5 an Englith line-of- 
e ſhip which hap 4 Lent be neareſt 25 her, at ths 
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- WM try ane eee gerd, the commander, was 
of  ſandir upon the gunwale Kis own ſhip, in friendly 85 


converſation with the French captain. Such a Wwieks 1 a 
ö and . bravado, t 7 i Rantly followed by me 8 
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which would probably have ſent the French frigate tothe | 


bottom. But lord Longford, with a ma 


did him honor, reſtrained his reſentment, and ſatisfied 
himſelf with ordering the Licorne under the ſtern of the 


|  Vittory, admiral Keppel's mig. The Belle Poule, after 


2 a warm engagement with the Arethula, eſcaped by run- 


# 


frigates, admiral Keppel obtained ſuch information of the 


- _.___Ding on ſhore. The Pallas alſo, another French frigate, - 
being diſcovered reconnoitring, was conducted into the 
fleet and detained. From the papers found on board theſe 


| ftrength of the French fleet fitting out at Breſt, as deter- 


mined him to return into port, and wait for a re-inforce- 
ment. The fleet ag came to an anchor at St. 
Helen's on the twenty ſeventh 


of June; and with ſuch diſ- 


patch were the meaſures for _re-infoxcing it carried into 


execution, that the admiral was again at ſea by the mid- 


| . * dleof July, with an addition of ten ſhips of the ine. 


bk thirty two ſhips of the line, commanded by the count 
| _-D*'Orvilliers, had failed from Breſt; and immediately 


parture, general letters of repriſal againſt the 

reat Britain and his fubje&s 5 on the 
capture of the Pallas and Licbrne, were iſſued by the court 
of France. The two fleets came in ſight of each other 


on its de 


e 


in the afternoon of the twenty third of July; and admiral 


- z Keppel threw out a ſignal for forming the line, but his: 


 , they were able to get into their proper ſtations, and be- 


fore morning the French obtained the weather-gage, For 


1 N " : * 
$5 


four ſucceſſive days did the Britiſh admiral, by chafing 
- _ to windward, endeayour to bring the enemy to action, 


Which the latter ſeemed very deſirous of avoiding. At 
_ Tength, in the morning of the twenty ſeventh, the Britiſh 
fleet then redoubling its efforts to proſit by a flight va- 
© Fame on, and at the clearing up of the weather in about 


1 
9 


. * 


* 71 * 1 th 
4 a 8 


riation of the wind in its favour, à dark ſquall ſuddenly 
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wail N Rad a e i 1 5 7; : 
- the va or the Brie Bert, cottiinanded b 


5 * Robert 
0 | Harland, as to bo o carmonade them. . An engage. 
1 ment enkied, which laſted FOO. poftc sg the on 5 
on contrary tacks, and in oppoſite directions. Ag ö; 3 : 
5 E had cleared each other, and tlie firing had 
een, 'the eh rich adfhiral wore His ſhip to return wv) 
die enemz . e reſt of the feet - 
| den but At this moment, wh that ſome 
led in the engagement, had fallen to 
ven; I and were in "danger of being cut 'off by the 
enemy, he Was in e place obliged to take Wezſurr 
for their fafety, the mancuvres . ky Tor chis 
pürpoſe, and by. 'the e length of time required foes ring 


7 the damages faftzined by the ſhips of the rear divifiog 

75 under fir Hugh Palliſer, which had come laſt out of the 

) action, the day was fo far ſpent 'before they could de again 20 
— brought into their Fations in the line, that nothing row - ; 


remained but the erpectation of the commander in ah, no 
that the French Would fight it dut andſomely next 
day.“ D'Orvitliers pat on every appearance of intends 
1 ES but in the night he quittel his ſtation, and 
l ſteered for the boat of Trane; leaving three of his fri- - _ 
Sate to thew lights at proper intervals, Saen 5 
; to the leading ſhips of the aber pry His fleet, oa 
to reniove al daß icion of his retreat. In che morning 
the reartb6ſt of his ſhips were at ſuch a diftanee as to Bs 
b duernible; and as their inferiorit 2 been 
fully deimonitrated! both in the Udon, and by en 1 
| flight, it was matter of fincere regret to cs Brit pa 1 
f = chat the attack had not been rene ved the Preesiſeg e 
1 ning, and that ſo glorious an 6ftunity was now 
10ſt 1 giving death-blow to the French navy r 
very opening of the war. A purſuit being beben er. 1 
. leſs, adipiral Keppel returtzed to Plymouth to repair oje 
damage done to his fleet, and then feſuming his N e 
tatipn, kept the fea as long as the a itching winter 
ſeaſon would admit. The French Bene, being alſo re. 
I enturt OE: Breſt but: — of OY. 5 


* 


J 0 ĩði ĩðͤ v8 


rt VT pe» oped I. A, D. 178. 
their courſe where they were ſure of encountering an ene 
my, they made their way to the ſouthward, where they ' 
were as certain of meeting none, and where their cruiſe 

oeould anſwer no other purpoſe than merely that of pa- 


VXXII. Though the twenty ſeventh of July certainly 
wWas not © a proud day to England, yet ſome circum-. 
ſtances aroſe out of the engagement which may be deemed - 
1 merchantmen were 
1 d in the channel ; and as D' Orvilliers was driven 
into Breſt to refit, it happened that during this interval 
the fleets arrived in ſafety. The action had alſo another 
-___  goodeffet; it impreſſed upon the French ſuch a con. 
'  _  ſciouſnels of their inequality to a renewal of the conteſt, _ 


© ' fortunate, It took place at a ha. 


ſuch fou 
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_ Britiſh fleets of. homeward-boun 


mat, in order to avoid it, they kept loitering about Cape 
Finiſterre, and abandoned their own coaſts” and the bay 
deo the Britiſh fleet; by which means the trade to England 
arrived from the different quarters of the world, in a ſtate 
pf ſecurity ſcarcely exceeded by that of peace, while the _ 
French commerce became a prey to the Engliſh cruiſers, 
An a degree which few former wars had equalled for the 
time. But theſe advantages, however fubſtantial, could 
not ſatisfy the public for the neglect of what. they thought _ 
24 © A favorable opportunity of terminating the war by a ſingle 
blow. The failure of a complete victory was by ſome 
Attributed to the commander in chief for not puſhing his 
ſucceſs, and by others to fir Hugh Palliſer for e 5 
” ior officer, preparatory to a ſecond attack. Some ſevere 
ſtrickures on the vice-admiral's diſregard of orders have ' 
ing appeared in the public prints, he wrote to admiral 
Keppel, e e from him an expreſs contradiction of 
3 | alperſions. With this requeſt the admiral pe. 
 _ remptorily TJefaſed to comply; upon which ſir Hugh 
Pealliſer publiſhed in one of the morning papers a ſtate- 


» 


ment of particulars relating to the action, with an intro» 


| - duRtory letter containing a great deal of implied cenfure 
dba the commander in chief. The latter immediately . 
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b acquainted the firſt lord of the 1 that he 5 
gheper fail, or act in conjunction with the vice-admiral 


of the blue, until matters were thoroughly. explained by 
that officer. The indiſcreet zeal of the partiſans on 


20th ſides ſoon carried the diſpute to ſuch. a height as 
nearl created a fatal cilſemtion 5 in the naval fervice, - 


It was taken up with great warmth in the houſe 3; 
Fs on the very firſt day of the ſeſſion, {Noy. 26]: and 
afterwards diſcuſſed in the houſe of commons with fil - 

ater vehemence, both the admiral and vice-admiral 
8 preſent, and taking a ſhare in the debates, which 
wr in a dec cage on the vice-admiral's part, 5 that 


finding he cou ain juſtice by any perſonal 9 | 


cation, a . Ne: 1 lic motiyes could induce the 
Wh to 155 forward any charge againſt him, which 
afford an opportunity for the vindication of re 
. hs acter, he had been driven by neceſſity, (not having 
A right to demand a trial on himſelf) in order to repair 
the injury done to his honor, to lay ſeveral articles of 
* accuſation againſt admiral Keppel, tending to ſhew, as 


be would hereafter demonſtrate, that the failure of ap 


ceſs ore che twenty ſeyenth of July, with the ſubſequent 


conſeq uences and diſappointment to the nation, were 


; "_ to the I. Tn and fault of that 3 


= ae o anuary, and was not pee ell the ack, 


of the next month. The. reſult of it was very flattering | 
to the commander in chief: he was not ouly „ 
but the charges againſt him were declared to be. mali- 


cious and illfounded. The acquittal was celebrated in 


London for two.nights ſucceſſively with the uſual teſti- 

monies of popular joy, but was alſo diſgraced by the 

uſual ebullitions of popular outrage, Eyen the iron gates 
and pallifades of the A 

againſt the fury of the mob; and the houſes of fir —_ 

Bali, 9 e pr Sg tees werg 


dmjralty were but a weak tence 
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- threatened to be de 


d ial on nile, and was acquitted, but not dey 


deten, would be equ all 


. © forward a variety of motions, ſothetin 


einer OY | 
nolithed, until troops 
forward to their protection. Admi 


. were not leſs I to wr for dim e * 
Parliamentary ue The unte of B&th bouſes 
Were voted to h for his conduct. Ohe member only 5 | 


of the cdmmons, Mr. Sturt, had the Arg 

. it was believed, had the inclination,” en Qt 

as put, to fay, in a very audible and pee tolle 
vice, No. Sir Hugh Palliſer had alfo obtained à cou 


= 


A flight cenfore, | He now felt the neceflity of giving b 

_ way EM of party eligned Tins 
y board, his Heutenant generalftiÞ 

f marines, and his government of Scarborough Ca = 

. befides vacating h ſeat in the houſe of commons. 

| The want of temper and policy appears to have deen his 
reateſt crime. His worfl enemies were forced 8 ü 


his fignal bravery | on the twWenty 1 5 of July: 
Tf he was really blamable for a volunta K of Fi 


Vals and contempt of orders after tlie wi ds 932 5 


r in chief cannot well eſca fied For i Hot en - 
. obedience, when he knew Ke honor and Intereſt 
| of his country to be at ſtake. OY 
XXIV. Even a flight fetch of the violent and faclom 3 
 Yebates, which took up the time and diftfaRted the at» 
Tention of part e the greater part of this 
ufttcih and bgenterte t ng: The -. 
members of 'the bag ion in both houſes exhauſted the 
Fertility of their invention in diverſifyit the modes. 'of £4 
attack on all. the miniſters, but mote E 


noble earl at the head of the naval department, ee | 
mes of cenfure-on 
Mis conduct, and at other times more directly for his re- 
moval from his majeſty's ſervice, It was eafy to fee, that 
theſe motions iger from the fage of diſa ppointmetit, | 


tue madnefs of party, and males ener of faction. In TY 
. 5 [nents new ſhape they came forward, they were there- | 


rejected by as many diſtinct neg aktives. 3 
XXV. 11 een eee. he pu 
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would eſcape animadverſion. Lord North, at the | 


of the ſervants tax dmg 


the e Jeu amounted to ſome what more than fifteen 7 
millions. I 1 


bills; vote of credit for one million, nd na on the 2 
next aids; about twelve hundred thouſand pounds ne- | 
5 ſecurities, to be iſſued after the Michaelmas | 
ollow ing; and a new loan of ſeven millions, to be raiſed 

| 


b * 
* 


II _ by annuities in the three per cent. conſolidated funds, 

beſides a farther annuity of three pounds fifteen ſhil- 

55 lings per cent. to ceaſe at the expiration of twenty nine 
years, and a douceur of ſeyen lottery tickets at ten 

KK pounds each to every ſubſcriber of a” thouland pounds, 

+ BY The intereſt of the new loan was to be 


of the new loan was te paid by an addi= | 
tional duty of five per cent, on the full produce of the _ 


* 


—— — EE ED — 
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_ exciſe and cuftoms, beer and ale, ſoap, candles, and 
hides excepted ; by a tax of one penny per mile on erer ⁵⁶ 
poſt horſe; and by an additional duty of five per cent. i 
on cambric. Though the terms of the loan were hard, | 

it admitted of ſome conſolation that the public would be 
relieved from the moſt oppreſſive part of the burthen in 
twenty nine years; and whatever might be thought of 
the propriety of an open ſubſcription, it was too hazard. 
dus an experiment to make in the midſt of a war, Wenn 
great ſums were to be borrowed, and l = 
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bn As to ts png. 85 
| bable th dat of the war, his Paal laid there Wers 
hy t three events that firuck. bim Re could Ps 5 
— peace 0 RIS fo ay man who had the intereſt and glory - 
pk his country at heart, - r return of Ame- 
5 15 to ber former Rate of obedience ; the N 
13 * with France ; or France relaxi 
. Gemanc The two former no man was at l ty bp 
2 ee upon, and the latter there was little likeli- | 
00d of at Pe. In ach 1 te of 9 75 it was 
Therefore fair t preſume, that a proſpect of peace was 
BR. x 4 conſiderab e diftance; : I OT h 105 did not doubt | 
pi money could be had in the uſtial manner, he thought A 
5 e not be unworthy: that houſe and the nation ate 
large to turn their tn nohts. to Tome mode of raiſing the 


lies within the year, on account as well ot al 2 


: of as future adyantages that, al reſult in av ag Mapa in- 5 
inces from the adoption of B. ox and 


. W exerted all their ell known po 471 the = - 
4 Fei os ; Ai the other i in deſcanting of jor is lordſhi = Þ | 
|  Inlolence. But neither their a1 . nor their 1 INVEC= 5 
Lves preyented the committee from ggrecing. to the pro- 
_ pofed reſolutions, the dul F e which TH ar 
RD ceived by. the 2588 0 Jolly r fanRtioned, 
dc tlie [pa of raiſ 


Within the year, 1 115 
op 0 ſucceſſors 1 in office has lines 


dſhip,.. nor any 


99 | tor =o the . the e 17 75 whe. 
her 5 mA racticabl. e. or EXPE jent, is pen for 
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| 1 public utility 155 of articular r juſtice, On 2 : 

tt was alledged,. that he had 35 the cordial confi nce 8 

aud ſupport of init ;-=cthat the orders they had Fa 

7 don were never clear, hüt ambiguous, and ſuch as might. _ 

| 1 eaſily 2 ined away in Cal of any adverſe accident 

from their execution z—and that they had con | 

| coll fm parliament ; and from the nation the true ſtate 

95 affairs in America, promising ſucceſs when they! = 

- 1 5 was no reaſon to expect! it. In reply to the rſt of Eo 

_ theſe charges, bhp confidence ſuppo &, he. 

vaſt exertions of th iniſter for the Aen. de ty * Io 

ment yr we pitulate: ze and he 1 William ” $ 

. Howe ac Wied ing them: with r to the ſecond? ? 

| 5 Was 9 93 155 . ween the gebe MY 

6 ſame miniſter, that every plan propoſed be - 4 

| te h pes {ure to meet with the approbation of tie 

ago and ay . of confidence in à 7 

| not 18 ven by thoſe who employed him, — 

| men eo that he ſhould e left unconſtrained by particulax . Þ} 

 inffruShons, uncontrolled by ſuperior 58 And at en- 

tire liberty to proſecute the war according to his O 
ideas: and 3s to the third charge, it was alſo thewny. 
rom ame gorre{pondence, that the miniſter's intel» 

NC concerning the ſtate of. America was not materis © , _ | 

* n from yori 55 05 communicated to 105 2 
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_ would, wie, 51 had conſiderable weight, had henot . 
; declined anſwering an ny queſtion which related to matters 
* : of opinion. His te ernels for fir William Howe's cha. 
| rater ſug eſted this expedient: he could not have done 
more, as he was inca ble of facrificing. truth even to 
— Friendſhip. General Grey's evidence, as far as it went, 
Vas yery fayorable to fir William Howe; but it was ex- 
| tremely limited in point of time: and place, and ſerved 55 
3 "9: only to ſoften a few of the leait excep tobe arts of the 
*R * - commander in chiet's conduct. The longer t ak buſineſs 
5 ' continued, the greater reaſon miniſtry had to bt convinced, 
that the whole was a factious intrigue. Reſolving 
_ therefore, no longer to permit their opponents to run 7 7 
the race of examination alone, but to vindicate their own 
- " meaſures, they ſummoned many gentlemen. of undoubted . 
reputation, perfectly acquginted with the conduQt of the 
wax, and with the fate of America, to give evidence . 
 reſpeQing thoſe matters. Of this the movers of the in- 
5 8 iy were apprized, and they ſoon began to loſe courage, 
Only two witneſſes were examined, on what may be called, 
Eg In the language of judicial trials, the fide of ad miniſtra- 
| How's major. general Robertſon, who had ſeryed enty 
tour years in America as quarter-maſter general, bri- 
5 and major- general; and Mr. Galloway, a gentle- 
man of Penfylvania, of fortune and conſequence as wel“ 
s good abilities, who was bred to the law, and had been 
'a member of congreſs, but had come oyer to the roya! 
army in December 1776. Such was the circumſtantia- 
- Jity,' credibility, and weight of their evidence, 1 that the 
= Movers or managers ſhrank from the inquiry; and on 
1 - the twenty ninth-of June, the admiral being Sn nt, one 
Ht "of his friends made a motion of adjournment, which was 
Tee, to without 2265 debate; ou thus dhe commit b 


* 2 Pane Sai 6X ired. : 
R i e in. The laſt ſeſſion hag! been diſtinguiſhed: by 
1 an act of the moſt liberal indulgence to Roman catholics. 
= The like ſpirit of ſound policy and of ale Chriſtian 
. _ tokration y was now exerted 1 in acl Na 185 ant aer. 
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buy miniſters 0 e a to A bill was 1 
and carried through both houſes with great facility, the 


object of which was to relieye thoſe people from 


painful. and abſurd reſtrictions, which nothing but 3 


parts of the empire. The only ſeeming exception to the 
general truth of this remark was the diſcouragement of 


various motions for tak ing into conſideration the diſtreſſes 
of the Iriſh, and for affording them ſume commercial re- 
lief. But this backwardneſs of the miniſtry aroſe from 


the intricacy of the ſubject, and the want of time, amidſt 


the hurry of other concerns, to prepare ſuch regulations 
of the trade both of Ireland and England, as might af- 
ford effectual relief to the one, without materially injuring 
the other. When the matter was debated in the upper 
Houſe, the preſident of the council went fo far as to pl 5 
himſelf, that a proper plan for accommodating the ie 
ef Ireland ſhould be digeſted by the 5 0 during the 
recels, and in xeadineſs to lay before F at che 
opening of the enſuing ſeſſion. . . 5 
XVVVIII. A ſhert time before the pror gation, 2 
royal meſſage was delivered to both houſes, informing 
them, that the Spaniſh ambaſſador had preſented a mani= - 
..- feſto, containing a declaration of hoſtility on the Part of 
3 the Catholic king: the pretences, on which the declara- 
tion was founded, excited the greater ſurpriſe, as many. 
of them had never before come to the knowledge of his 
. . majeſty, whoſe conduct towards Spain had been g vided... 
by no other motives or principles than thoſe of good faith, 
honor, and juſtice : but his majeſty truſting to the public. 
5 155 of his parliament, and to the blelling of God on 
the reftitude 25 his intentions and the equity 5 his cauſe | 
ha the fulleſt confidence that he ſhould be able to With. 
. | Ha and defeat the unjuſt: and da 
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| Inyeteracy. of prejudice could have ſo long continued. _ 
It appeared, indeed, to be the laudable and very rational 

| wiſh of government, at this time, to combine the in- 
tereſts and affections of all orders of men in one common 
bond of union, and to concentrate, as it were, into one 
mas all the ſtrength that could be found in the different 
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kis enemies. Ae ems g taunts - A Bu ſe: — 
= members of the oppoſition, the commons vnani= _ 


* _ with their lives and fortunes; but an addre 5 

| the ſame ſentiments of unſhaken . and Ag e 5 
3 ong debates,- and 

> = the propoſal of two amendments by the , ſome 


7 mod concurred in aſſurances of ſtanding b y bis re Hr 
85 


Was not carried in the lords without 


of whom contended for a change of ſyſtem as the only 


means of reſiſting the powerful Er re that threaten . 
_ ed the country, while others with leſs di _ urged the 


as meaſures 
An act "for raiſing volunteer companies to ſtrengthen the 


_ neceſſity of a total change of men as w 


militia, and another to take away, for a limited time, the 


= exemptions from being e 2 on board : he 2 


having been prepared fo 
thin of July, his majeſty put an end to the ſeſſion by 


pine gn Þ his moſt cordial thanks to parliament for their . 


e ſupport of ſo juſt and neceſſary a war, 'conſi- 


1. it as a happy omen to the ſucceſs of his 6 0, 
that the increaſe of difficulties ſerved only 4: aug ment the. | 


con e and conſtancy of the nation. 


IX. The fiege of Gibraltar, which Pag , 
pointed 1 
"out the firſt and immediate object of her # 7 ro The 


bY the hoſtile - reſeript from the court of 


blockade on the land-fide commenced in the month of 


E and the place was ſoon after inveſted as cloſely by ; Y 


as the nature of the 1 and the variety of wind 


Deather would permit. . fortunately for Great . 
Fran, that all the cap tal orts of the Spaniſh nation 


mould be directed, 85 this juncture, to ſo impracti- 


© "Gable and ruinous an enterpriſe, As to France, ſhe hac 


FE year with a ſucceſsful expedition to the coaſt : 1 


ca, The ſettlement of Senegal and the Ks ae 
. on the river Gambia were captured in February 
- ® ſquadron under the duke de Lauzun. Tt having 3 


deen thought neceſſary, for the ſake of Rrengthening 


Rat to remove thither the troops and artillery from 


3 this iſland was ſoon afterwards: ſeized and garri- 
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injurious to Great Britain, It happened that 
Arbuthnot, with a ſquadron of men of war, and a lar 


c outſet of his yoyage to New Vork. As he Was pr 
ing down the channel on the ſecond: of May, he fell in 
vith a veſſel ſent expreſs from Jerſey, with the firſt ac- 
5 2 5 of the ſuppoſed danger of that iſland. He failed = 


the re 


return at Torbay. 
ing that the French had been. repulſed, and that his al> 
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expedition was undertaken. by the French ag the 1 


Ff Jerſey, with five or ix thouſand men in flat-bottoined 
boats, under convoy: of three frigates and ſome ſmaller 
: ub: They were ſo 3 2 vigorouſly received 


: h 4 i the ſeventy eighth regimen 


1 of — 
„that, after a faint and fo ie ai Bug relin- 
quiſhed the enterpriſe. days 5 the frigates 


© being (een oy OO lite coaſt of Normandy, 
LY WE nd NE Boo hs fy fall ſquadron . 
the command of fir James. Wallace in the eee 


of fifty guns, who taking upon himſelf the 


riſe of his own ſhip, when the «pears refuſed. to conduct _ 


any. farther, la her a-brealt of a battery that covered 


the runaways, and ſoon ſilenced it. Armed boats were 
I nadie tely ſent to board the French ſhips, which had 


joned by their crews. A cutter of ürteen 
Sai Landed 3 as ſhe lay on the ſhore; two of the 
ates. were burnt; and the third, La Dana of thirty 
four . with the finaller on was. 1 off. * 


5 Frome 
_ was Lea ey algo the attempt on 3 pro ai a 


s accidental conſequences, | extremely. mortifying 
fleet of merchantmen and tranſports, was then on 
rol | with part of the ſquadron for its relief, orderi 


vl the ſhips under their protection, to wait his 
Upon his arrival off Guernſey, find- 


5 * lon 710 he tacked about A 


e e Thou 3 as little N . 
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t to recover the other 8 une 58 55 ; = 1 
; ee 5 for the Eaſt Indies, where he had mun 
: greater objects i m view. On the firſt of May, anot her | 1 - : I 
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which had anchored at Torbay," was prevented from fal- 


being very reaſonably apprehended, that, in the interval 
pf its detention, the French receiving intelligence of 


z en be tempted to wake'a dienen, effort es 
its capture, in order to defeat ſuch an attempt; ten 


channel fleet, weakened b. ſo conſiderable a detachment, 7 


was obliged toſuſpend a plan already formed for blocking 


up theharbour of Breſt; and tie French, availing them- 


elves of tlie opportunity, hurried to ſea with an imperfect 


wdourth of June. This Junftion, which thelate untoward 

E : - accidents had rendered it impoſſible for the Britiſh naval 

 __ force to prevent, was truly alarming. The two fleets 

” amoun ted to more than Ny fail of the line, with _ 
triga 


ngneariy an equal number of frigates and ſmaller veſ- 
= | ſels. Soon after their junction, they ſteered for the | 
Baitim channel, in the mouth of Which fir Charles 
Hay, who had ſucceded Keppel, was cruiſing with a 
gaeet of thirty eight ſhips of the line, and 3 5 
ue dan its due proportion of frigates: Fhe combined 
bl fleets paſſed him, about the middle: of Auguſt, without 

eeither party having diſcovered the other, and proceeded 


on as far as Plymouth, one of which place they con- 
 , _ tinued parading for two or three days, until a ſtrong eaſs 
ume wind had alſo driven the Britiſh fleet to ſea; but, 
dn the laſt day of Auguſt, fir Charles Hardy regained his 


RT enemy, who did not attempt to moleſt him. He now. 
”.  _ endeavoured to entice them into the narrower part of the 


Channel, where their great ſuperiority in number would 
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i ae rin. 
| - -bleinthicunfortunatedeviationfrom his originalcourſe, = 
it was the cauſe of much ſubſequent delay,” His fleet; 


dig for near a month after by contrary winds; and it 
ie immenſe value, and of the - force that protected 


mie from the channel fleet were detached, under admi- 
, to accompany Arbuthnot to a certain latitude, 


it equipment, and joined the fleet of Spain on the twenty -/ 


5 eerly wind {et in, and compelled them to retire. The 


'. _ former ſtation, and entered the channel in full View of the 


"N 


2 
7 
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: 15 + Do ee Seng m. 2 
Plymouth, 3 reacure no denen. The crews: > 
were ſaid to be ſickly; or; ips to be in bad condi - 
tion; een gales was faſt „ 4 
roaching Count D oy on thought i it thereforepru. _ 
dent phage: vit the channel early in September, and fer: 
back to 12 without effecting any thing farther chan, "== 
the capture of the Ardent man of war, which had accis 7 
dentally fallen in with the combined fleets. Though: the, : 
_ naval Ky of England was certainl 7 121 much morti. 3 
* fied at ſuch inſults on het own co at the retreat 
bb her fleet before the enemy; yet the real diſgrace was 
| on the ſide of France and Spain, who having at a vaſt ex- 
| ce fitted out and brought together greater armaments 
Wu had ever Per perhaps, been a lembl On the ep ſaw. 
their efforts expire in empty 2 and their bi ig 
* e the e terminate in the W 5 _ 


le (hip. 

XXII. The events] in a the Weſt 8 and on the eee 2 
Fn Miſſiſſippi, proved more flattering to the vie ys ot the " 
| houſe of Bourbon, though not uncorrected by ſome ſea | ©? 
vere ſtrokes of diſappointment and loſs. The paſſtveneſa : 7 
with which D'Eftaigne ſuffered himſelf to be continually : 
defied, or rather blocked up in Fort Royal harbour, by 
a fleet ſuperior only in courage to his own, has been ax, 
ready noticed. Both fleets were reinforced in the begin- 
ning of the year; that of admiral Byron by ſeveral ſhips 
of war from England, under commodore Rowley; and 4 
that oſ count D*Eftaigne by a ſquadron from France, un- = : 1 2 
der the command of M. de Graſſe. But as thefe acceſs © _ 
ions of ſtrength were nearly balanced on both ſides, the 
.. count fill declined the challenge and endured the inſults =_ 
of his ſpirited enemy. The departure of admiral Byron: 0 
on the 25 xth of June, to convoy the valuable trade of the * 
Weſt India iſlands a part of their way to England, a. 
forded D Eſtaigne an opportunity of commencing opera- 1 2 
tions. He ſent a Ann of | of four hundred and Ye  : 

men to the iſland of St. Vincent, which, though garri= - 
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Re | 4. oY rants.” 15 1 
ſurrect the Car 1 who had never: - : - ! 
"ow 8 de ele to the Engliſh government, and | 
 whis were ready to join the French as ſoon as they landed. 
 D'Eſtafgnie being farther” encouraged- by -another large. ; 
reinforcement under M. de Motte Piquet, failed from 
Fort Royal with twenty-ſix ſhips of the line; eight large 
_ frigates, and a number of tranſports having nine thou. 
fund troops on board, and ſteered for Grenada, where 
he arrived the ſecond of July. Lord Maeartney, the go 
vernor; though his 'whele garriſon did not exceed one 2 #j 
hundred and fifty regulars, -with about the ſame number 
of militia, yet 5 ſtrong Bly poſted on an intrenchedd 
Bill, ne repulſed the Act aſſault of between two and three | 
thouſand of the French, with the moſt heroic valour— 
But the ſuperiority of numbers was at length deciſi ive; 1 
and che Britiſh Hines were forced, after a hard conflict, 
- which laſted about an hour and a half, andin which — 4 ff 
Hundred of the aſſailants are ſaid to have been killed or. 
9 Next day, Macartney and his brave compa-.. 
nions, Fader than give a for mal aſſent to terms preſcrib- 
by the inſolence of victory, ſurrendered at diſcretion. _ 
Admiral Byron, on his return to St. Lucia, receiving 
wee of the capture of St. Vincent's, waited only I. 
to have ſome troo! 8 embarked, and directed his courſe. WP 
-"thither 3 but, on his paſſage, he heard tlie ſtill more un- 
welcome tidings of the attack on Grenada, the relief of 
which was therefore tobe immediately attempted, Though . 
his force conſiſted of only twenty-one ſhips of the line, 
and one frigate, beſides tranſports, he was animated by _ 
1 warmelt hopes of ſucceſs, being totally ignorant f 
de la Mötte's junction with D'Eftaigne. At day- break 1 
on the fith of July, he came in view of the enemy; but 
tte French commander, having already effected his pur- 
poſe, was little inclined, notwithſtanding” his-preſent ſu. 
1 periority, to riſk a cloſe engagement. A warm, but ; 
partial and undecifive action enſued, in which chree or 
| 2 -- tour of the Bngl: :#h' ſhips ſuſtained conſiderable damag | 
d C- in their maſts, fails, and rigging, though their Joſs in 
5 vo * Oy a NY _ ee, 
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Hh 8 5 admiral Byron, who, to his great mortifications . 3 
had ſeen the white flag flyi ing on the fortreſs of St. Georg 5 


Ea 3 yur who muſt alſo have Felt his inequality to any farther  - } 

SD BB ts for the recovery of the iſland, withdrety nent 

„ vor to St. Chriſtopher” 5 D'Eftaigne having 1 in che nicht 1 
8 returned to Grenadaa FF . 


>. 


C balance of" conqueſts was me reads 8 
„ © is favour of the French; and the ſuperiority of their M 
Fl * ſpread a 5 — panic among the inhabitants of the „ 
I maining Britiſh poſſcihons in that quarters It is however 
probabſe, that the ſevere loſs of men in the late conffütBt 
1M concurred with the approach of the hurricane ſeaſon to re. 
= firain for che preſent any further attempts of D'Eftaigne . 
on the Weſt India iſlands. After remaining for fore 


8 time to ſettle the government of his new acquiſition, he 
= _ Indulged his vanity in parading for ada with his whole 
. force in ſight of St. Chriſto her's and then proceeded to 
Cape Francois in Hiſpaniola. Here he received letters 
from the French ce at Charleſtown? and from the 
| | governor of Carolina, acquainting bim with general Pre 
; voſt's having lately threatened that city; fully explaining : 
the critical ſituation of all the adjoining provinces ; an 
8 pointing out the advantages which might be expected, 
2 | ſhould he, during the hurricane months in the Welt = MF 
F dies, vifit the American coaft with his fleet, ànd eo „ 


rate with general Lincoln in the recovery of Georgia, No- —_— 
| thing could be more flattering to D'Eſtaigne s pride than 
ſuch a proſpect of becoming the ſaviour of the ſouthern 
colonies; to which, in the ardour of his hopes, he'added 7 
the deſign of afterwards' attacking, in conjunction with 
"Waſhington, the Britiſh force at New York by ſea and 

: land at the ſame time thus, by the reduction of that 


* Endeavours were uſed' to conceal the loſs of the 
French: but the loweſt'eftimate ſtates it at T200 killed, 
including 21 officers, and nearly 2000 "wounded; _Þ 

_ Whereas the loſs on board the Britiſh" fleet amounted _—_ 
only to 183 killed, and 346 wounded, of whom theres 
Fo OTA officers in each oe e ie 
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=” 1 its 1 _ 5 * :onſequi 
tuin of the oppoſite fleet and army, to bring the ar on N 
| that. continent to a perfect concluſion. In purſuance. of 
8 eee ee ia, and /unex= 
y arriving: on the c oaſt the Ariel. = 
"By: four guns then cruiſing "off rieftown bar, and 
Experiment of fifty guns, . had been ſent from. 
New York with. two ſtoreſhips under her convoy, and 
Which, though already diſmaſted in a ſtorm, made a very | 
= but unavailing reſiſtance... On the ninth of Sep= _ : \ 
tember, D'Effaigne anchored off the mouth of the Sa-. 

n and ſent à haughty ſummons. to general Prevoſt 
to ſurrender to the conquerors of Grenada. That officer. 
with great addreſs obtained a truce for twenty four hours, 
das if to deliberate on the meſſage, but in reality to gam 
| al the time poſſible for putting the place in the ON poſe El 
| f * ture of defence, and with the hope 255 of being joined by | 
LE a conſiderable part of his forces ee he had left under 
Colonel Maitlatd o on tlie fand of Port Royal, after his 
retreat from Charleſtown. They fortunately arrived be:. 
fore the expiration of the truce, and a e WER | 
made to D*Eſtaigne's menacing ſummons, inform ; 
that the garriſon were determined to defend pb) ines ts |þ 

e laft man. Nothing could prevent ſome ſailor who os 
been drawn from the ſhip 9&4 the river to con 

fu and man the batteries, expreſſing their uſual 
—_— giving three loud hte upon firing the ſig- 

or the recommencement of hoſtilities. D Eſtaigne 

| | being joined by general Lincoln, a regular ſiege com- 

I menced, which was ſuſtained with great vigour by ge- 
neral Prevoſt, aſſiſted by the maſterly exertions of captain 
6 - Moncrieff, the chief engineer. The combined armies a: 
| mounted to more than ten thouſand men: the whole foree 
in Savannah did not exceed the fourth part of that num 
ber: nothing but the utmoſt exertions of {kill, courage, 5 
and perſeverance could compenſate ſo great a diſparit 7). 
On che morning of the fourth of October, the batteries? 
8 the beliegers having opened with a diſcharge from 
Boo pace OE. fourteen mortara, 


a . 


75 85 ee by 7 7 revolt, women ” 
and children might be San to 1 the town, a we | : a 3 
embark on board veſſels in the river, which thould be 1 


plased under the protection of the count DEſtaigne, ana 


5 ; Walt the ifſue of the ſiege.” This propoſal; diftated by. 
ED humanity, was e arti 8 But, although the 


cannon e was inceſſantly kept up from the fourth till - ; 


Bo the ninth; few lives were loſt, and the defences of the 5 


town were in no reſpect materially injured. The French _ 
commander, 1 80 impatient under the unexpected re- 
ſiſtance he had met with, now determined upon a | 


aſſault in concert with his allies. After a herceand def. . - 7 5 o 
8 Fa conteſt, they were completely routed on every ſide, f 


behind them in killed and wounded fix hundred 


and thirty ſeven of the French poland + and two hundred. 
and ſixty four of the Americans*. The iſſue of the af“. 
mault 3 5 that of the ſiege. In about a week after, - 
Lincoln made a precipitate retreat to; Carolina; and 
OO D*Eftaigne proceeded with the greater part of his fleet to 
France, ſending back the reſt to the Welt Indies; but 
the latter having been diſperſed in a ſtorm, four of the 
large frigates were intercepted e on their way to Martini „ 
| Ro 1 1 3 
- XXXIHTN. Th enn rol in de Ge u Ame —— 
| 5 5 was Tp 


ent by the Britiſh fleet and army in hoe =" ON | 


operations and partial expeditions, the object of „ 

| _ to have — to diſtra& the attention of the Ame — 

ricans by their multiplicity, and to weaken them B 
gradually cutting off their reſources. Sir Henry Clinten 

was indeed unable, from the low ſtate of the army, and 


the unfortunate delay of the reinforcements under ad- 


| miral Arbuthnot, to engage in any project of magnitude a 


or importance. The ſame cauſe neceſſaril confined the- 


1 here of naval enterpriſe, though the had been 1 i 
ince April, in conſequence of admiral Gambier's recen, 
'# The whole loſs of the allied armies during the 


| Gege, in killed, wounded, and by deſertion, was more 
than x500'men : that of the 5 did Hor exceed in 


A Son 


all one hundred and e enen 
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0 4 
mien t jp e. 
| His tw RS, + e 1 1 
e expedition to a a eſcent u Vir 
1 where they a weile Fer Nelſon, the I 2 
Fence of the American dock-yard. at Goſport, Jen 
- they burnt; with all the timber it A ſi 


ALeſtruction was carried on at the on, of e gg at - 41 


pe's Landi INE Creek, and other places in 
That 3 Th. done to the provincials has ; 
been pl raft at half a million. The Americans them- 


| 1 Z - ſelves; on the approach. of the invaders, ſet fire to a ſhip 


TH ol ar of twenty eight guns, belongi to congre 3 
| 2 ready for Lynching N AK: French. — — 
hantmen in the river, with their cargoes. on. board. Be-. 
s theſe, eight other * of war, 1 the ſtocks, * 

= ſeveral. merchantmeh, were hurnt by the Britiſm 

© #r00ps.3, and, excluſively. of all other Tolls, 15 number 8 


of ela alone which were takenor deſtroyed, curing this 
VPV 8 


mounted to one hundred and thirty ſeven. n | 
E the return of the troops and ſquadron from v ginia, 
* were joined by another — ori 1 
{us general Vaughan, who had already. pled ho yi on {| 
Tz "ow of ſome tranſports at New. Vork ; and then pro- 
= . _ ceeding up the. North. r accompanied by fir Henry 
5 5 * linton, they Fee we 11 great exertions of Nennt ; 


e two im Stoney Point and Ve 5 : 
ch the eee af; diligently . fortified to == 
communication between e dee weſte — 


8 


. Fo a : a 2 Another expedition under ſir George. Collier: | 


vernor Tryon commanding. the had for forces,; was pro- 

ed nearly at the ſame time Newhaven in Con- 
1 where they took or de ow the artillery, am-. 
munition, and pal ſtores, wih 975 the veſlels in tge 
1 POL, but ſpared. the town . 85 with, a Lena 7 ” 


at private houſes to 
give an example of ſeverity. Norwark and Greenfield, 


likely to make an obſtinate reſiſtance, the fleet fell back = 
to Long Iſland for a farther ſupply of ammunition and a 
 re-inforcement of troops, before they made the attempt.” 


© commander in chief on the ſubject, a ſudden blow was 2 


off their attention to a different quarter. This was che 


 affault in the night of the fifteenth of July. The'tran(® 
ports and troops were immediately recalled from the 


ders for evacuating” the fort, which was done after 4 
many of the works had been deſtroyed as the timewould 
permit. They were ſoon repaired by . — 


| Fuddeh attack on Paulus Hook, a ſtrong poſt nearly op- 


| doubt ſoon compelled them to retreat inthe utmoſt ür, 
and confuſion, Almoſt at the heel of theſe tranſactienjz 


at each of which places che troops were fucceively landed, 1 
ſhared the fame fate. A deſcent at New London was allo 
intended; but that grand rendezvous for privateers being 


But while fir George Collier was conferring with the 
ſtruck by the American general Wayne; which called J 
furpriſe of the fort at Stoney Point, which was taken by — 


ling was ſent up the North River, fir Henry Clinton 
following with a greater force, in expectation that Waſh- 


 Ington might be tempted to quit his faſtneſſes, and ric 1 
an engagement for the'poſſeſſiun of the fort. This nor 


being the American commander's intention, he gave or- 


* 


©. 


and a larger garriſon than before was aſſigned for its de- 1 ; 
fence. _ The very night that brigadier Stirling recovered - 0 
Stoney Point, a "detachment of the Americans made a 


polite to New Vork on the Jerſey fide ; but though the 7 
carried a blockhouſe and two redouhts in the firſt mo- _ _ 
ments of ſurpriſe, a well-direfted fire from another re. 


a far 


. ; 5 8 L LS, 5 . ous 50 


_— 


3 = * 


_ ordinar magnitude was planned by congreſa, and the cn. 4 
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_— Sie for the relief of a fortreſs: 570 8 
trusted at the mouth of the river Penobſcot, in thereaſtern 
— noms of New England, and garriſoned by a. detach- he 
tof the ſeventy fourth er eighty ſecond regiments 
om Nova Scotia: , This . poſt. had been for ſome time 
= nveſted by an eee of conſiderable force 


ſton, which was attacked lying in the river, and | 


_ almoſt entirely deſtroyed by fir 5 Collier, who took 
. two frigates of Rage and eighteen guns, and ſome pro- 
vision veſſels: „including a new frigate of thirty 
. two guns, five 1 from eee four to twenty guns, 


one of eighteen, one of ſixteen, ſeven brigs from . 


I IS twelve. Wh and twenty four fail of tranſports: were 3, ; 


all blown up ; the extinction of. the rebel marine thus | 
Ang A pri t cloſe to the ſervices performed by 1 
. Collier during the ſhort period in Which he has 
the command of the Bait ET On his return to New _ 
Vork, he found himſelf ſuperſeded. b E arrival of ad. 
miral Arbuthnot with the long ex ed re- inforcement 
from England. Although it was now late, the Jealon 

act ion was not entirely over ; but D' 727 ne's appear- 
ance juſt at that juncture on the coaſt of Georgia, and | 
the report of his, deſigns again New Yorks. made fiir 
— Hey Clinton give up all 1 Firng of offenſive opera-. 
tions during the remainder of the campaign, and concen- 


ter his * that he might be prepared to meet the ü 4 


Hock which he was. to expect from a combined attac, 
df the French by ſea and the Americans by land. Sach 
allo were his reaſons for withdrawing the choke from 
Rhode Iſland; and in this reſpeR alone, by obliging fir 
Bowe to change his ſyſtem, and to act upon the defen- 
tives. D Eſtagne 8 5 55 otherwiſe {a diſaſtrous, may bo | 
8 to have been ſerviceable to the American cauſe. 
XXIV. In the interior country, the war of HE I - 
tion was ſtill carried on between the 'provincials and In- 
dians. Againſt the latter an expedition of more than 


fit was * eneral 


. * of b 
„ 8 On A 


mY Tan. at * head of. 


tant 3 e by „ | | 


| army of fivethoufand men, with a ſuitable train of 


Auguſt, being convinced of their inability to reſiſt ſu 


..  fimilax expeditions were ſet on 
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_ tillery.; The Indians marched. boldly towards the fron. = 


very obſtinate and bloody confli on che twenty ninth of. 
| > farce, they abaudoned their ſettlements to, the waſte. | 
and havoc. t 


* N * 


* 1 1 I. * 


enſued; and the barbarous. ſavage. had © | 


the mortification to find that the civilized inhabitant af 1 
the ſea-coalt-could outdo him in deliberate acts of mi. 


\ chief; Eighteen of their towns were laid in aſhes, and 
more than one hundred and fifty thouſand buſhels of corn 
were deſtroyed ; their gardens were laid waſte: even their. 
| truit-trees were cut down 3. and nothing was ſuffered to 
remain that could be ſuppoſed to afford them any ſuſte- 
_ nance, Whilſt this terrible | 
the Indians northward of Penſylvania and New York,: 
| | ere foot-in. the ſouthern colo 
| nies, and mere conducted upon the fame principles of ab: 
malte e r 8 


, - x 


XXXV. As Spain had acted with ſo much treachery. 


in Europe, keeping up the ſhew of friendſhip till all her, | 


chaſtiſement was inflicted on. 


- preparations for war. were fully completed, it Was not a 1 


matter of ſurpriſe, to ſee her commence hoſtilities, in re-. 
| mote parts of the globe, with all the advantages of carly. 
Information and previous deſign. About the middle 6 ' 
Auguſt, Don Galvez, the 8 1 ih VELNOT of Loſi: as: bo 
- having collected the whole force of his province at New. _ 
Orleans, ſet out upon an expedition againlt the Britiſh. 
{:ttlements on the Mippiz and as they had no cover 
but a newly fort. or more 
doubt, defer 


- 2 £ 


F 


_ _ limes that number. Don Galyez now extended his view 


long reſiſt the efforts of a well provided army of four, ' | 


to the conqueſt of all Welt Florida; but thinking his 


dun force inadequate to ſuch an enterpriſe, he concerted. 
à plan of operation with the governor. of the Havannah, 


in purſuance of which he Was to be aſſiſted: by a, con: 
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derable | ion from tt ly in the enfu.. 
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„ to the weſtern extremities of Florida, the 
_ Spaniſh Sore of Honduras made an unexpe 
_ tack upon the Britiſh” Joy 


cutters; took many 'of 


| -  them' priſoners; and expelled che reſt from their prinei- 
=: pal {ttlement at St *s Key. "Captain Dain 
ple, with a detachment of the royal Iriſn from 


EO. AmaAiCa, 
And ſome Indians and volunteers collected on Je he Mo. 
_ quito ſhore, being on their paſſage to Honduras 1 
Plurpoſe of aſſiſting the bay- men, fell in With à ſmall ſiua-. 
Aron of frigates under t he" command of commodore Lut-' 
tel, who had been cruiſing to intercept two Spaniſh. re- 
5 giſter ſhips. "The commodore informed captain . 


1 's Key ; and that the 1 havin e 
2 2 in the harbour of pots, ay tron 
_ tefted by the fortifications on ſhore, as to bid d £5 wel 
any effort by ſea. Under ſuch circumſtances, the two. 
- commanders agreed to unite their forces; and to een 


am attack on Omoa both by ſea and 75 3 


any enterpriſe conducted With greatef ſpirit at 
ment, or crowned” with more brilliant ppg "Thoſe: - 


walls, which had coft the Spaniards twenty years labour, : C 


batteries en on Ne: adjoinin heights could make 


A = any impreſſion, were ſcaled by the intrepid Atalante; ; 
RR and the Keys s of the fort were ſurrendered to hs Dal- 
rymple, without any farther reſiſtance.” iſoners 


_ amounted to three hundred and fifty five, [ene and file, 
_ beſides öfficers and inhabitants; and it was agrecd that 
they ſhould de exchanged for an equal number of Bri- 

tin ſubhects taken in the bay of Honduras. The value of 
_ the Tegiſter ſhips and other prizes of leſs note in the 
Ty kobe was eſtimated at three millions of dollars. No 


„ ver, à commodity ſo eſſential to the purification of their 
gold and filver 'ores, that they would have given almoſt. 


; oy 2385 * it: To the bat) 1 the "ER 
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Part of this loſs was more ſeverely felt by the Spaniards I 
- __ than that of two hundred and fifty quintals of quick fil- 


F 


upon an 


ment of the aſſault, deſerves, a 
0 2 of of app aufe. A common; © ae. 


z = t known in England at the 3 


887 N * 
o 5 . * 
s © 24 


Sr . : 


he v. ad. 


WF: to their own, 


terms — an article, which, though 
great value to theatres; was of ſuch immenſe conſe- 
| to the enemy. 


ſon, for its defence; al- 


1 more 7 55 unkealthineſs of the place, on 


Hom ay | pb 
of all the 2 and 
= AL this ſervice. 1 highly 1 laudable and 
the following. inſtance of 


fing Wall, had; for the better annoyance, on 


all 6 Foe eee wed e,, „ 
each hand. un wee er 5 he fell in with a Spaniſh df. 
5 ficer, juſt rouſed fi cep — 5 | 
_ confulions had forgotten ils ſword, This circu " 
| reſtrained the fury of the gallant tar, who diſdaining an = 
unarmed foe, but unwilling to relinquiſh. ſo ha Py $4 5 


„and who, in the hun 


portunity of diſplaying his courage in ſing 


F one gf the cutlaſles to bs ſaying, « Then : 


advan 


e aſtoni! 


of, the officer at fach an act f g 


1 ee 
wo and at the facility with which a friendly parley took 5 
place, when he expected nothing leſs, from As uncouth 


and hoſtile ance of his Þ 8 than 11 of FIN 


inſtantly cut to pieces, could only be equalled 5 
1 we ener ng 19 W : 


excited 
trymen. 8 5 


XXVII. The ſucceſt at Omoa, and Goat othas at 


"the moſt ſignal advantages of the campaign abroad, were 


twenty fifth of November. But the diſap 


2 of invaſion was a juſt ſubj 
ſpeech from the throne uk En 
Z3 Sterk 


private emolument, would 8 Nt 5 i; | f 


quence U ps gig ge Chg To 

_ fuſed to ranſom the Pak (for which e were 
eie made) and left a — 
though their views to the ſervice of their c country were 

frustrated in this reſpect by its ſubſequent evacuations / 


90 \ - from exerted by the enemy in its re- LS 


nes TAE 5 
unity, in the ai 
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parliament an 2 
of the French and Spaniſh . in all their mighty 2 
of triumph in tile 
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- mY af! Wich 4200 ments 8 
majeſty, knowing the character of his brave people, was 


* , 5 Wh that the'metiacts'of their enemies, and the ap- 


roach'of danger, had no other effe& on their'minds; but 
i animate their co and to call forth that national - 
ſpirit which had'fo 6 ten checked and defeated the pro- = 
Jects of ambition and injuſtice: the ſtate of Ireland was 


E 5 : 5 recommended to the conſideration of parliament: the e = 
Conduct of the militia was acknowledged; and his ma. 
_ Jefiy returned his cord ia thanks to all rankvof loyal b. 


hes 5 


Though addreſſes in a becoming ſtrain of thewnoſt hea 


Jecks who had ſtood forth\in* this arduous! conjunsture, 
Affuring them that he was firmly reſolved to proſecute the 


1 rivets; Na | 


war wü vigour, and to make every exertion, in order to 


compel the enemy to liſten to equitable terms of peace. 


__ concurrence were carried in both houſes by a majority f 

tis to one; yet the ſpeeches of the oppoſition were * 5 
moſt violent and dete | 
mn any deliberative aſſembly. They ſeemed to dwell with | 
Cs malignant delight on * the difficulties, the dangers, ant 

diſgrace of their country, aſſerting that ** nothing 


| | Ea - could prevent the confumimation'gf public ruin; but new | 


counſels, and new counſellors, —a real change, not a mere 


ous that had ever been uttered 


Hiation,” Not content with exhauſting the powers of 


: - languagein reproaches on the ſervants of the crown, . f 
attacked the throne itſelf, e menaces hardly AT | 


tinguiſnable from treaſon, faid, that «© when evils reached 


___ oa certain height, miniſters were forgotten, and the ; 


prince alone was puniſhed.” The extraordinary intem- 
e of theſe invectives could only be accounted for 


„ ariſing from the mortification felt by the pretended pa- 


triots at ſome changes which had juſt taken place in ſe- 


peral of the great offices of ſtate, without the extenſion 


ES of his majeſty's * to any of their e eee on I 
mont, late ambaſſador at Paris, was 4 
' tate in the room of lord Suffolk; deceaſed r the e 85 5 
Weymouth a ſecond time reſigned the ſeals of the pu, 
thern department,” which were transferred to the earl of 
e 2 Orgs” in ny = | 
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| ae e had been abſorbed and included in the ne, 
- Pace of ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies, was now ſe- _ 
2 and beſtowed · on the earl of Carliſle. The ſtcre- - 
5 ſhip at war had, ſome monthis before, been given to 3 
5 Mf. Jenkinſon, whoſe talents, fidelit ityy and zeal, had de:. 
: 5808 kee him ere rs | 


XXV III. Thedebat of this day werediſtinguiſhed 5 
"by I deſertions on both ſides- The 
one was in the upper houſe, where lord Lyttleton, Who 
for the laſt ſeven years had conſtantly been; one of the 
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e of firſt lord of trade and 


- warmeſt advocates of adminiſtration, under whom he 


held a very lucrative ſinecure office, now ſtrove to ſur- 


paſs the bittereſt railers at their conduct in the _— 
of his cenſures. He died ſoon after; and a ſeries of the 


. -moſt deprading vices in private life was crowned by this 


laſt act of public baſenels and political apoſtacy. The 
other deſertion was from the fide of the minority to the 
miniſterial ſtandard. Mr. Adam, a member of th houſe 


of commons, after candidly ſtating his reaſons for a 


change of ſentiment on the ſubject of national affairs, 
ſaid, e he could not concur in the pretended neceſſity N 


neu counſels or new counſellors, as, among thoſe gentle- 


men who ſtood candidates for office, he could not ſingle 


out one, by whom the ſtate was likely to be better ſerved 
than by its preſent rulers.” Mr. Fox's reply, as _ 


ſented in the news-papers, conveying a perſonal 
tion on Mr. Adam, this gentleman zught It neceſſary” 


to require from the former a public. diſayowal of it 


through the ſame-vehicles of intelligence i in which it had 
appeared. Such a conceſſion being deemed by Mr. Fox 
inconſiſtent with his ideas of propriety, a duel between 


tte parties took place in Hyde Fark, in which Mr. Fox 
was ſlightly wounded. _ . 


XXXIX. The affairs of Ireland; 1 Se 5 


. which had been recommended. from the throne, took the 
lead in the buſineſs of the preſent ſeſſion. 8 8 
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= for want of the uſual ſupplies: of Iriſh Proviſions. a It 15 
no wonder that the people, thus linking under the prei- 
ſure of accumulated grievances, and driven to deſpair by 
the failure of different attempts. to procure them relief, 4; 
_ _ chad meetings inthe principal parts ot that kingdom, whefe | 
reſolutions were almoſt univerſally paſſed: againſt the uſe 
cf Britim manufastures. But their military aſſociations, = 
though at firſt entered into for the purpoſes of defence © 
mies, ſeemed now: to wear a ſtill more queſtionable aſ- 
5 er The elamour for a redreſs of domeſtic evils grew 


LES 
wt 


if 


__ _ *raiſed and ſelf ſupported army of fifty thouſand. yolun. 
'.____ _ *teers. Even the parliament of Ireland, at its meeting 
in October, ſoon ſhewed that they had received a portion 
ER e ann ſpirit of the nation, and declared, in their 
 '  . .addrefles to the throne, that nothing leſs. than a fre? 
 _ _* trade could fave the country from impending ruin. This 
krepreſeutation had the defired effect; and lord North 
=— broughtforwardwithall poſſible diſpatch his propoſitions 
Ss reſpetting Ireland, which were in ſubſtance nearly the + 
ame as thoſe originally moved by lord Nugent in the 
ſeſſion of 1778, but accompanied with ſeveral additional 
— conceſſions, particularly the very important one, that Lre- 
land ſhould be allowed the free exportation of her wool- 
lens. The reſolutions paſſed unanimouſly; and were 
2 received in Ireland with the warmeſt teſtimonies of joy 5 
ON; Rs EE 


© « 


| 
| 12780. XL. The army and navy eftimates, which had 


been ſubmitted to parliament before the Chriſtmas re- 
bela, vrhile they ſerved to ſhew the vigour of the prepa- 
rations for the enſuing campaign, could ſcarcely fail of 
- , exciling at the ſame time ſome alarm at the ne. 


— 


uder and more perempthry, When joined in by a (elf. 
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\ charges they had often thrown out againſt miniſtry of | 
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anch the prodigious expence with which t 


- raiſed by loan, in addition to the permanent means of ſuſ - 
ply. So conſiderable an increaſe of the national debt enable! 
the oppoſition to give the moſt deceptive colouring to te 


e prodigality, corruption, — a ſhameful waſte of tje 
public money; — and, on a ſudden, OEcoNoOMY'be- |} 
came the prevailing and popular cry thioughout the kings. 

dom. Early in the new year, public meetings were cum 
vened in ſome of the principal counties, and petitions to 
parliament were drawn up, agreed to, and preſented, allt! 
of them praying for a correct ion of abuſes in the public - 7} 
expenditure, and a few, where faction bore an unton- 
trolled ſway, extending to an infinite variety of innova. 
tions, under che name of - REFORM.” The appointment 
of a ſelect committee to examine the public accounts was 

now moved for by colonel Barré in the lower, andthe 7 

earl of Shelburne in the upper houſe; and lord North, : 
to ſhew'thathg'was by no means averſe. to well-regulated - 
inquiry, . in a bill for r commiſſion of 
accounts, conſiſting of independent gentlemen, not mem 
ders of either houſe, ſo as to remove-every-ſhadow of 
\ ſuſpicion, and to increaſe the facility and difpatch with - 
which they might proceed, from being able to fit at al! 
times, without being engaged and harafſed by the inte. 
vention of parliamentary duty. The candor, re&itude, ' 2 
and wiſdom of this meafure did not prevent its being op- ſ ; 
poſed under ſeveral frivolous pretexts, but chiefly that oß 
its being an abdication of the rights and privileges of te 
commons. It was, hewever, paſſed into a law by a | 
great majority; and the ſucceſſive reports of the cm-. 
miſſioners, appointed in virtue of this act, form, by their - 
accuracy, ability, and impartiality, the beſt reply to the 
various objections urges againſt it. Some praiſe is allo 
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crew Me, e ag a Goa — 
-- which was brought forward about the e thought | 
not with the ſame: ſucceſs. His profeſled objects were 
the reduction of the national expenditure, . and the - 
_ diminution of the influence of tf . crown, to elſe 
* ich porpoſes be moved for leave to bring in certain 
bills for the better regulation of his majeſty" s civil ef. © 
= for the (ale of _ and wird crown _ 

more perfectly uniting to the. crown the princi 
of Wales, the ere, - tine of Cheſter and << 
cer, and the due reer The powers of Mr. 
-- Burke's s genius al rae were never, perhaps, more fully 
= I WE than in the embelliſhment of ſo un proiking- 
| - - aſubje& ; the neceſſary minuteneſs of detail, ir 


number of vi 
1 Was: ne: than once left i in e e 
1 ohject the abolition of the board of trade, that 
2225 diſpute took place between fir Fletcher 


_-campetency of parliament to control the civil lift expen- 


VT 9 Sir Fletcher then ſtated, “ that he 
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Pficit of local eircumſtances and perlonal ne” X 
3s 5 on which the whole plan was founded, were heightened _ 
and be off with all the charmy of eloquence, all the beau. 
ties of deſcriptive af but the bills, after a t f . 

conflicts, in the courſe of which * e 


. E 5 It was in one of theſe abate: which had for = | 


tom and lord North. Mr. Fox having called upon Fre N 0 5 
ſpeaker for his opinion, as a member and lawyer, on the N 


1 the latter, under a pretence of ſtating ſ ſevera] Fauſes Ces. 
Which rendered him averle to giving ang opinion in that 
3 B 3s 4 55 ; - houſe, except in his official capacity, took occaſion to de- 
care, that the noble lord at the head of affairs and he were 
not friends: he was not a friend tothe noble lord ; and he 
had repeated proofs that the nohle lord was no friend . 
us but if the noble lord did not do him juftice, ge 
1 would at a proper time ſtate the particulars to the houſe.” 
Tue miniſter equally: pleaded e and innocence, 
-- accompanied with no ſmalldegree of ſu re. iſe at the charge. 
been induced to , 7 
- ThE A to e 15 * e MEER by a 5 5 
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6 * reſent} and the chiefjudge! 
by which 75 latter was to retire on a Ar for the 
v 


advantages he had piven up, he now "held" the: ſine- 
| Mt oF lord chi juſtice in Eyre 
1 this compact; ie had latel) dises ert, that a 
negoeiation was in train Hetween the noble Minifler then 
f one of the courts, ¶ De 8 


"i rpole of . another perſon, a law” officer then 
ikewile* pr. eben, Mr. 'Wedderburne,' the attorney ge- 
1 to ſupply his place, and to the utter ſubverkon of 


Bis own claim! Lord North ſaid, * he did not queſtion 5 1 
the account given by the right honorable gentleman, of 


DIE: x \ 
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7 N 
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ne confidet45dir Vi) which be had nevopetyl ef che elf 


in that houſe but he could fairly anſwer, that he neither 


knew of the tranſaction at the time, nor looked upon 


| Himſelf as reſponſible for any promiſe which might has 


been made by his predeceſſors in office. With reſpect to 


_ the ſpeaker's * of a negociation, ſuch as he hat L 4 
_ deſcribed, being on foot, and of mon being propoſed e 
voy. received, he mult tot ly diflent from it = 


to be given 
as to the point of facts.“ This was farther confirmed by 
"Mr: Wedderburne, who diſclaimed the imputation wi 


great ſpirit; and, in a happy ſtrain of ironical ſatire, en. 


_ poſed the ſpeaker's complaint and contig to the utmoſt 


deriſon. The houſe muſt alſo have been/ſtrucle with ts 

ween the paſſionate coarſeneſs of fir Fletcher's _ 
| language and lord North's perfect command of temper 
N 1 The fact was, that fir William De Grey, then tord | wh 
chief juſtice of the Common Pleas, had intimated his in 5 


tention to reſign; and Mr. Wedderburne Was fixed up- 


on for his ſucceſſor. This appointment took place ſoRnn 
after, when Mr. Wedderburne was alſo created a baron 
of Great Britain, under the title of lord Loughhorougſ. 
Mr. Wallace, upon that occaſion, roſe to the oſſice of 
b 5 AR: FT ene was ee N 
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er was not leſs 3 than his 


5 AD 2 juſt return. for his Barat exertions 2 
Public Hffculty. His appointment, however, to military 
Tank had been very contemptuouſly mentioned in a late 
 _ debate by the carl of Shelburne, who (aid, © that a —_ | 


mw nt to be truſted with a regiment z and that he 


+ nt would be as. ready to draw their (words 
3 1 the liberties of their country as againſt i 44 _ ns 
Such illibaal aſperſions were ſtrongly reſented b wy Mes To 
Fullarton, who thongbt proper to introduce the bbject > 
An the houſe ja eee ore he entered upon meaſures _ 
of a mote ſummary nature fo aobraining fatisfaction,, On _ 
- being called to order by Mr. Fox, à warm altercation = 
5 / but lord North found means to temper.its violence © 
by ſome ſtrokes of wit and facetiouſneſs. He admitted, 
|, ©  that-it was certainly wrong, in either houſe, to mention 
tte name of any member of the other: yet there _— 5 
. "caſes that would Juſtify it, and the 3 
of them. After complimenting N : 
ſpirit with which he had felt and reſented; the 3 injury, his 
HT. _ lordſhip. adviſed- him. to treat. all-perſonal attacks with in- 
. -- _ difference. Noble lords in another place,” he faid, 
wer very apt to be perſonal; and. they Very often made 0 
| A 5 5 Free with him elf. 1 N 4 
5 lately called him a thing. The appellation, however con- . 
ttemptudully meant, was certainly truly applied z, for he - 
 _ undoubtedly was @ thing. But the noble Jod had put an 
. __ -additianto it: he ſaid ee 4 thing callada miniffere 
A moment's conſideration convinced Fim that this „ 
mot to be regarded as an affront, becauſe a momente 
1 conſid cation reminded him, that the noble lord, who had 
- _ dubbed him à thing called @ miner had riot the ſmallet 
.._ _ . objeſtida; to become that vi 
of: yOu Tu the hows in gov 


| might 


other pore og one of them had 
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thing himſelf,” These re. 
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| took plac ea DG ow after; in which AA error ES 8 Well. 5 ö - 
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Tord Shelburne ou ve him a meeting in a Be Park, —4 5 
8 wounded; though not dangerouſly, by Mr. Fullar= = 
. ton's 2 ſhot, fired his own remaining piſtol in in the | oY 
| lr; upon erg the marter was 51 terminated. 8 
„ "millions was found caſh al other Ce 
„„ for the ſu lies png Curt rats: the” 3 of which - 

| 1 FF 
| \ was eas funded in 5 the four "per cents, yet ——— intereſt 
Ibo be raiſed chiefly by an event of ſome old and pro- 
Auctive taxes, which would leave nothing to ſpeculation. 
Among theſe, malt was the principal object; but the 
ta was only to affect private breweries, an adequate al. 
| - lIowanice being made to the public brewer, 46 that while | 8 
ie ends of finances,” to uſe lord North's words, **were = 
AA - fully anſwered, the pot of p porter and tankard of boor- © 2 
|  thouldnor meet the li oftheconſumier with any additional ol 
| chargeoneither.” The 6p poſition made to the tax in te 
$7 tommittee wasequally untupported by argument and num 
a bers, there being only nine, upon 2 againſt one 
- | Hundred and thirty five; and the collective ingenuity of. 
| - thoſe nine not having been able to diſcover any other 
1 Fround "of objtRion than that * the county petitions” -4 
. 5 vught to be firſt complied with. * Frivolous as this ap: 
; peared, it era renewed on bringing up the re. 
1 32 and Mr. Ty and ſome Ro e « that 
| 1 . agreeing to report ous to remedying the 5 
„ the nation, the . would be 2 os jeg Y 
alternative, —if the parliament got the better of the peo- 
| 2b ble, this' would become an abſolute monarchy: if thepeo= 
| - Plc got the better of the parliament, the King would be / 
+ dethroned If numberleſs inſtances had not ſhewn ho, 
3 : the underſtanding may be warped by the heat of political | „ 
En controverſy, it would appear almoſt incredible that even | 
_ thirty+ſeven members out of a hundred and OE. 
7 then preſent could countenance ſuch ali abſurd: and rare 
„ 1 len Go OT NM 
„„ On the kan of April, 0 the houle h 
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olnet itlelf into a c for taking the petitions | 
inte 8 a long and warm. debate enſued, in 
the courſe of which ſeveral reſolutions. were moved, wed 5 


ance. By the firſt it was declared, ( that the influence 
of the crown had increaſed, Was increaſing, and ought 


beg, after this was decided, that the committee would | | 
not proceed any further that night, It 2 05 then twelve 
oclock : the victorious party thought no hour too late 


. carried,. in ſpite of lord North's moſt ſtrenuous refiſt- 5 


to be diminiſhed.”” When, the queſtion was put, the 5 
 uyes were 233, the. noes 215. In vain did the miniſter 


for puſhing their ſucceſs. A ſecond reſolution was therefore 5 


9 to that, houſe to examine; into, and to correct 
'___=abules1 ature of the civil liſt, as well as in 
. 3 _ ia of the public revenue, whenever 5 
mould ſeem expedient to 55 houle.to do fo.” This wa s A 
followed by a third propoſition, ſtating it as the opinion 
pot the tw 60 1 it was the duty of that houſe 


.  - houſe from the different counties, cities, and towns. in 
ttb kingdom; Which being alſo carried in the affirma- 
tive Without an apparent diſſent, the new. majority, a8 =. 
F — if incapable of preſcribing any , bounds. to their career, 
brought forward, as ſoon as the houſe was reſumed, a 15 
| _ fourth: motion, « that the former reſolutions. ſhould 5 
immediately reported.” Lord North's remarks on ſo 
_ unuſual, 85 and arbitrary a * proceeding had little - 
effect: the torrent was too ſtrong at that time to be re» 
© -  filted,,, It continued for ſome days after to ſweep every 
1 thing before it, and the committee came to ſeyeral deci- 
; . ſions for ſecuring, as they profeſſed, the urity of 
Hliaament, and exc uding certain. officers of the crown _ 
2A ſeat in that houle.. At length the rage of 1 innovation, 


b * 1 Fog 


| x 1 or delirium of virtue, as it was emphatically called, be⸗ 5 
I San to abate; and, on the twenty-fourth of April, n 
7 ” e motion for an addreſs, ** that his majeſty would - 


be ple 8 n or OE 
V : 1 ne. 


1 33 5 agreed to without a diviſion, 4. chat it was | - 


10850 provide, as far as. might be, an effeßtus redreſs. of | 
tte abuſescomplained of in the petitions pre ted to the 


| Ax Di: e, onen nee 
=== objects of the petitions: were an 5 
45 Was rejected by a majority of 284 to 203, 5 
more deciſive trial of ſtrength took place between eva ol 
on the twenty-ſixth of May, when the 3 

1 80954 out of the chair, which amounted to «diſſe = oY 


ion of the committee, by a majority of 127 to 134. 


MIV. While theſe matters Were agitated with gear 
| warm both in and out of parliament, an affair totally; 


te was carried on Vith very little notice for ſome 


time, till it acquired by degrees ſuch an accumulation 

a has; to overwhelm the whole le > 
| = to endanger the credit, the government, — 
the very being and conſtitution! of the ſtate. The relief 
granted to the Roman cathalics, in the ſeſſion! of 1778 


of force and fury, as 


<= * as at the time very generally approved of throughout 


7 


: 13 England; but in Scotland, the perſecuting. _— bi- WEL 


ry and fanaticiſm immediately | took: the 


dn the bare ſuſpicion; that a 8 5 res Was o de 5 
1 _ | extended to _ papiſts in that 
. Edinburgh: 4 K Glaſgow: were 
1 houſes of the principal catholics were attacked and plung- 
 dered; Inſtead of oppoling the frantic rabble with firms . 
> nels and ſpirit the lord provoſt iſſued a ſingular procla- 


FF ot the | kingdom, 5 : 
inthe metropolis was deftroyed and the 


1 mation, alcribing the riots to the apprehenſions, * : 


b : and diſtreſſed minds of auell. meaning n and aſſur- | 


ing them, that no repeal of the Sov ſtatutes againſt 


papiſts would take place.“ Encouraged by this wretch= _ 
e puſillanimity, the fanatics. tormed themſelves into 4 
ſoclety, ſtiled the © Proteſtant Aſſociation, for the 
_ __ avowed purpoſe of watching over thoſe ſtatutes, which — 2 
they called te the palladium of the eſtabliſhed religion; 

_ + _ and choſe for their preſident lord George Gordon, a young 


| man inthe higheſt, degree wild, eccentric, and enthu- 


| Haſtical. This aſſociation was. gradually | extended. o 
5 , ue 3 and ee ins were taken, by inflammatory 


harangues and pamph on” to prejudice the aminds of the 


5 $1 7 vulgar againſt the late relaxation of the penal code. It 
11 


d to prepare a e a re- 
A8 1 55 pet! 55 


8 


lled with tumult: the 4 


Ks = Oo a 48 Re Es) 
7 r 3 


7 3 —— 8 nnen Po 
5 e to have obtained one hundred and twenty thou- 
uni fignatures, or marks, of men of the loweſt orders f 
|” ſociety, whoſe excels of zeal could be equalled only by 
the groſſneſs of their ĩgnorance — combination of qua- ERS 
8 8 e ridiculous and terrible. Their „ 
3 who Son then a 'member 570 the houſe of chere hav- 
Ef ined to preſent petition, unleſs he was ae. 
5 2 by at leaſt twenty thouſand men, a publie 
=. of the eee e dere — . 
June, in St. ang af s, W. e.it was = 
=: — not leſs than fifty thouſand perſons ee e I 
1 gular diviſions, wich lord George Gordon at their head, 
de the houſe of commons, where, in compliance with the 
| | vulſual forms, he eaſiſy obtained leave to bring up — i 
 _ Ltition; but notwithſtanding the violence and inſanity of 
nis efforts, the conſideration _ it was "poſtponed: to the 
th. Towards evening the-multitude began to groõ-w 
5 way SO ny = -— WM ” N 
| of bot 3, ing them, as way _ 
Noe Porr. Fry no. blue ad” Duedig as „ 
Adaebates on the petition,” lord George Gordon 3 e 
aaddreſſed the mob without, in terms calculated to, in- 
flame their paſſions, and expreſily Sata torthend4ihar 1 
1 of Scotland had no redreſs till they pulled dor n 
1 2 16. After the adjournment of the houſe, 
F _themob;on us ſuggeſtion, immediately proceeded to the 
_ demolitionof thechapeleof the Sardipian and Bavarian am 
baſſadors. The military were ordered out tos late to prevent 
tthe miſchief; but they took up about thirteen of the ring | 
E:: 3 _— ee were eee, committed xo 
| - Newgate, The next day, Satur » paſſed vietly 3 bunt 
bs on Sunday the rioters ales n eee =: 
RE. ed the chapels and aer dwelling gs belonging to ns 
 _ the principalc lthabies; in the vicini e. Moorfelds. 
Monday, they extended their devaſtations to other parts 
pk the tom ; and ſir George Saville's houſe in Leiceſter 
5 Fielde was totally demolifhedy on account of his having 
hea cena Manat te OT” DR 


75 - Tk . : 2 . 8 . of q Wnt ö 


* 
1 
| A. 7 
* 
F $ , . 
5 
7 
* 
3 
Fes 
. 


the evening, the populace, now eee 
ever; attacked gt iſon of bee vyhere their com- 


- 


rades were confined, Tithe ttoniſhing reſolution ;* and, „ | 


_ dred felons and debtors reſident within its walls. Fhiſhed, 


Aàs it were; with the ſucceſs of their aſſault on this fortreſs: _ 


which had been deemed: umpregnable proceeded to 
lord Mansfield's houſe in 9 — 


Huge his lady, nd way 50: elend 


ing able to eheck the progre 


ddors of the New Priſon, Clerkenwell, were forced open z. 5 
rates and of many private in- 


the houſes of ſeveral ma 
_ dividuals were plu 


d or deſtroyed ; and-ſcarcely did 


dhe night afford any collation of the riots. But a 
+ outrages were to be followed next day by ſcenes of ſtill 


eng ns liberated more than three hun- 


7 2 wo hey ors mar awry a In — 


— 8 


Square, and vin 
| Gothic mw "conſigned not only the furniture, but the 
paintings ts be, and ineſtimable 3 to the 


5 a or twice upon the rotor, but pichaae: 2 
ſs of devaſtation. "The | 


greater horror and calamity. The mob, ö o - 


7 A 3 one hand hy the hopes of Rill proceeding with 


, and rendered deſperate on the other by the — - 


villanies they had already 


Toll ga Black Friars Bridge, Mr. Langdale's * 


Aittilleries in Holborn, with a prodigious number of pri 5 
ddellings in different parts of the town, all burning at * the 5 
1 ſame time, exhibited tremendous ſpectacles of conflagratiun, 

5 d weh . an en had ſeen 


N = g As 5353535 nothing 


i 


1 ted were reſolved . 
- no quarter of the town: Nuts eſcape the irreſiſtible 
violence of the pick-axe and the fire-brand. Some houſes __ 
were marked out for plunder; but others were to be cn 
ed to the flames. Before the eloſe of the evening, the 

's Bench; the Fleet Priſon,” the New Compter, the 


Ts iy 3 


n e = 
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oF Thurfday noon; order and 
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7 paralle rioters had alſo ma- = 
_ repeated attempts in the eourſe of hy da n ore, Bank 
. and der, l. ; but theſe being ſtrong gl grarded, eleaped 
1 the whole naa 
tion in irreparable diſtreſs and ruin. As . detach- N 
incendiaries, without wafting for — from the N 
ate the laughterwas'terrible ; but ns To 


ion which muſt ina invo 


ments of the military: had received © 


a magi T 
time the tonic 


s Were a eee ſuppr 


reſtoredt Nest evening,” 'tord Geor e Gordon was 


into euftody, and, after a ſtrict examination before the 

_ privy? wounell; eommitted'cloſe priſonerto the Tower on a 

charge of high treaſon, which not being fully eſtabliſhed _ 

ment of ne 

' h6uſe of commons for high erimes and miſdemeanors 

would have heen à more effechual mode of procedure, ane 
ment, which his audacious 


at his trial, he was acquitted. An i 


would have inſured that puniſhe 
and inflammatory. conduct ſo juſtly deſerved. A greag 
number of the rioters having beet alſo apprehended, a 
8 commiſſion was ifiuec for trying them; and many 


ered death. Buk neither the ſword of public juſtice 
nor the more deſtructive fire of the military oy ſofa. 
tal to the great body of delinquents} as the es - 
dinate appetites. Several hundreds fell the time of 
. eſpecially/at Langdale's diſtilleries; while 
others in ſeareli of plunder were ſuddenly ee e in _ - 


ruins of demoliſhed Walks /ightd lor, 


XL. The members 'of the houſe: of- rin 7 * TOE 
8 aſſemble early on the eighth of June; but upon the Eo 
ſpeaker's pointing out to foal as were preſent the impoſs _ _ 
" bility of exerciſing their legiſlative: functions, | while the 
eity of Weſtminſter was under martial law,” they ad. 
 Journed to the nineteenth, as the lords had done two days 
before. The meeting of both houſes, after thiscompelled „ 
aan 
_ : 


_ receſs, was opened by his majeſty with A very 
dus "ſpeech, lamenting the ty Which hi 
, Him, by every ena duty and affection to his peo le; to 

a e to preſlion 
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ing his en that he had no other obj _ 
to. — ox the laws of the realm, and the ve 


this ſpeech, without a; ſingle. negative in either ue. 
1 it was determined i in a committee of the whole 
houſe of commons, that no repeal of the act in favor f 
the Roman catholics ſhould take place, as the grievances 
aid to ariſe from it were imaginary; but the committee 
' agreed to, and. the houſeafterwards confirmed ſeyeral re- 
. Colutions,. t to ſet the conduct of parliament in a 
- fair light, and to underceive the ill - informed, yet well⸗ 
meaning part of the petitioners againſt that 
"as alſo carried through the lower houſe to reſtrain pa- 


A bill __ 


"of the conſtitution, the rule and meaſure of his condubt, || ng 
7 Fa of thanks were deſervedly voted in 


5 


piſts from taking upon them the education of proteſtant \ L : 


- lions but many of the lords think ing it 00S 
from their dignity and independence to have any bill 
upon them by. popular outrage, or paſſed, through a _—_ 
ee with abſurd prejudices, the bill was os 
of bya motion made and carried, on the fourth of July, 
to put off the third reading till that day weck. This 
— to a total rejection, a8 parliamen . F 
on the eighth. | 
XLI. As ſome good is s often, obſerved. t to ariſe out 
= the greateſt evils, ſo government derived at this time 
no ſmall inereaſe of power and ſtability from thoſe. very 
riots, which aimed. at no leſs an its total ſubyer- _ 
fon. The nation could not have received a more me 
able warning of the dreadful exceſſes, into which popu- 
lar aſſociations - for any reform or pretended redreſs of 


5 


paſſions of ignorant 
men may be inflamed by the moſt frivolous and imagi 
cCeadles of complaint. - The numberleſs diſcontents, which 
9 r faction had been very ſucceſsful in exciting 
| roo, Aa 1 e 
VVT 8 


— 


1 


_ -rievances are too apt to lead; and the frenzy of the fa. 
naties ſerved to ſhew how eaſily: the | 


ET SLOT 2 
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: ps | and ito ut with" 105 uch vi 

8 plenty s . — belle 
Mes "abroad: The chef of -enieleg.of üble ee 7 

oineadyhalf the price whichthey bore'at the 

ingot the war ez and the brave Rodney had auſpi- 

I | e the ye r with new accelſions-of glory to 

3 e renotwon © England. This officer, having un 

ier His command'a re-infercement of ſhips for che Weſt 


1 . 


. Do Indies, and a part of the channel fleet wit} rprovifions and 

| _ ' ſtores forthe garriſon of Gibraltar; had'only been a few = 
days at ſea; hen, on the eigkth of January, he fell in 
F Vith a convoy of fixteen merchantinen bound-to Cadiz, 
{| © -— under the Prötection of a ſixty four gun ſhip, four 118. 8 
1 2 aid: two ſmaller ee to Which he immediately 1 8 
In . ye chace; and in a few hqurs, the whole were taken. 
6: 


But this was only the prelude to greater ſucceſs. About 
* 74 Aa 21 after, he deſeried, off Cape St. eee A 2 „„ 
1 nin ſyoadron of eleven ſhips of the line We ee DE Be. 
1 which he directly bore down. upon, taking — - W 
in order to prevent them from retreating 1 their own 
Ports, The action began, in the mid of a very rpugh agh 
. _ - gale, at four in the afternoon; and; in little more Aua 
1 I an eur one of the Spaniſh/ſhips blew-up, and al on 
3 The engagement ' continued till two in 
che morning, Di the Phoenix of eighty guns, admiral | 
E 5 s own” ſhip, and three of ſeventy guns each, 
Verre taken and ſecured : two mote of '{eventy guns half 
5 "wy ſtruek; but, through. the violence of the tempeſt;werd Ts 
A "Wheat, which ſold for fifteen” ounds per load in 
N year 1775, now fell to ſeven pound, ten ſhillings: | 
Harley, oats, and peas were” reduced in nearly the 
fame proportion: : Hay Was ſtill more abundant, hav= _ 
Ang fallen from four pound; ten ſhillings to forty mmhiil?- 
liags per load; and as this article has ſo material an 
influence on the prices of cattle, any details of the 
5 of different Erba 0 088 at 7 a zen b 


\ 


ö 
"x LT 8 
0 bas ; , 


re ba 2 + 27 5 of 8 FEM GS, . e e 
75 * : „ ELGIN ig 3 i . Four 
8 1 pe J A : — * 
— * £5 LE * 3 F 
3 EE . £: 
* Neg 4 | ; ns 


ferior in number to that of the Freneh at Martinique, yet le 


= fleet to St. Lucia. Things hung in this ſtate for nearly 


| bearing down upom the French admiral, whom, though; | 


== — ini" — condition. Sit G. 
|  Rodney's' foree was certainly much ſuperior 3) 
Vvonſumm le Ixil and eourage were not leſs em 
Uifplay ed in the mode of conducting 1 Whien 
the — of the ſtorm, the darkneſs of the night, and 

9 e wieinity of a lee · nere rendered extremel dangerous! | 
A ſoon as ſir George ſaw the ſupplies ſafely landed at 
* | Gibraltar, he proceeded” tb the Weſt Indies, ſending 
4 home his prizes with the detachment of the channel fleet _ 
Ander admiral Darby, who, on his paſſage, captured th 
Prothée, a French ſhip of ſurty „ 
laden wich military ſtores, being part of cohvoy wo" 
ts the Mauritius in the Eaft ras. 4 2 1 

XVII. Though the — Under admiral | 
Rodney, after his arrival at St. Lucia on the twenty „„ 
venth of March; ſtill left the Britiſh fleet ſomewhat in- = 2 


ſioon returned a late menaeing viſit from/thecount De Gui - 
chen, and remained for two days off Fort Royal Harbour en- 
dieavouring, but in vainy to provoke the enemy to an en: 
gagement. He then left a ſquadron of fWifk-iailing vef- 


5 ſelf to watch their motiens, and took back the reſt of his 


> fortnig when intelligence was © brought that the 
Freneh fleet, conſiſting of twenty three fail of the line and 
a number el frigates, had put to ſra in the night of the 
jltteentk of April, Rodney, with three ſhips'leſs, aſe ſuen 
exertions in purſuit of the enemy, as to come up with tbem 
in the morning of the ſeventeemh. At noon he made 5 1 
the ſignal for a general and eloſe engagement, ſetting him- 5 = 
ſielf a noble example to all his officers, by beating three 4 : 
of the enemy's ſhips ſueceſſively out of the line; Ks then 


aſſiſted by two ſeconds, he foughit for an haut and a half | 
_ | with unremitting fury, till the enemy bore avay;Where- 1 ES A 
by their line of battle was entirely broken in the center; © 
he great diſtance of the Britiſh van and rear, with the 
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8 o porten 
as well as 3 the Britiſh navy, in thoſe ſeas. 


temper, which broke out among the Spaniſh troops, at 
be bro fanny delay; and a difference of opinion 


between, the commanders of the allied flects prevented 


5 in any enterpriſe. After remaining 


ive for ſeveral weeks in the bay of Fort Royal, they | 
all put to ſea in the * ues of the fifth of July, and direct- 
ell their courſe to St, Domingo. Here they ſeparated, 
Don Solano proceeding with 2 Spaniſh. fleet to the Ha-. 
'  yannah,. and the count de Guichen putting in putting into oe. | 


| Francois, where he remained till 


trade from the French iſlands had eee a e — | 
ing it under his protection, he ſailed direftly for Europe. 
Sir George Rodney, thinking that the count only meant 


to convoy the trade to a certain latitude, and then 


to the continent of America, ſailed thither himſelf with- : 
© eleven ſhips of the line and four frigates, to be in readi- 
_ - neſs to thwart the deſigns. of his old enemy in every 
quarter. Although he found, ſoon after his arrival at 
. aN Vork, in September, chat this effort of his zeal for 
1 e ſervice might have been diſpenſed with, yet, 
BY end, he had no cauſe to regret the trouble which 
= 5 had taken, as it proved the means of faving the ſqua= 
I 1 . dron under his immediate command from one _ the moſt 
Areadful hurricanes that had ever 0 ſeas or deſd- 
dands in the v Wet] Indice. - DVI ho 


-"_ the i 


2+ 


The — 05 
* over without a ſingle exploſion. A peſtilential dif» 


1. | 
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the ſplendid career of the Britiſn forces on the continent 8 5 1 5 
5 | ahdeoaſt of America, during the whole of this — 5 


| clouded with very few inſtances of diſa 


with the greater part of t 
\ ſquadron ede by" c 


or misfortune. Sir Henry Clinton, who had failed 4 8 — 
Ne York, juſt before the cloſe of the preceding years . _ 7 
army, under convoy ofa ' é 
iral Arbuthnot, landed on 5 


BF 


John's Iſland; within thirty miles of Charleſtown, about C4 


dhe middle of February: But the natural and artificiat = 1 


obſtructions to the farther: progreſs of the forces both _ 
1 ſea and land were ſo great, that the troops did not 
reach Charleſtown Neck till the twenty ninth of March! 


5 : he frigates and ſome of the larger-ſhips,- which were 


1 of their guns, eroſſed t bar on the ten. 


aſla into the harbour; under a ſevere nad impetuou us 
1 ig in the batteries on Sullivan's Iſland. A: Joint 
ſummons was now ſent to general Lincoln, who commands 
ed in Charleſtown, to ſurrender ; but he replied, that = 
and inclination prompted him to defend it to the laſt ex 
tremity. He did not long preſerve this tone of firmneſs 
As ſoon. as the ſocond par rallel 
pleted, he offered to eee but on certain conditions 
5 — 
advanced within one 
of his lines, and ſeeing ions made for 5 
3 he conſented to deliver up the city on the terms 
propoſed by the Britiſh commanders. Between 
3 thouſand men, conſiſting of regular: troops, _ 
—_— and ſailors, became priſoners of wars and were al- 
lowed ſome of its honours, 3. but in marching out to de- 
poſit their arms, the drums were not to beat a Britiſh 
march, nor the colours to be uncaſed. Near four hundred 
pieces of ordinance, with a conſiderable quantity of ſtores, 
fell into the hands of the victors. Three ſtout rebel frigates, 
one French frigate; a polacre of ſixteen guns, and ſome 
— Gnaller _— —_ a e e aaval SS 
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of the beſiegers was com- 5 . 5 7 1 
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2 e evicans, on - 
_ ſeeing [the bar croſſed by the Britiſh ſquadron, ſunk a ſony 
_ 'gunſhip; three frigates, a brig, andſereralmerchantmen, to 
obſtruct the channel of the river. General Leſlie took poſs - 
 ſelfion of the town on the twelfch of May; and the com- 
tue in chief loſt no time to improve. ſo valuable a 
conqueſt, vac immediately ſetting on foot ſeveral expe» 
ditions well calculated to extinguiſh every idea of re. 
e in the interior parts of the province, and by iſſu- 
hand- bills and various proclamations for the no les *Þ} 
= purpoſe of conciliating the voluntary ſubmiſſion Y}F 
/ Of the inhabitants. © Theſe meaſures ſeemed to "= 
the defired effect. The only body of vn as | 
_ that ſtill endeavoured to keep up the pes f 
the rebels, was unexpectedly attacked —.— Toe to 
2 of ee, of rn Tarletonz 8 
"people e ts nt, pacredrendy AA 
of pardon and wo? Ao „ 


1 


de them. Not a few afuallyrook up armaand joined the 
ſtandard. Sir Henry Clinton now'thqught-it 1 
_ dient to return to New Vork, leaving four thouſnd1 wen © 
_ Under lord Cornwallis to ſecure the acquiſitions already = 
es and to penetrate into North Carolina, as ſpon as 
the abatement of the intenſe heat of the ſeaſon and other 
_ Circumſtances ſhould concur to favor ſurh an enterpriſe. :' | 
' © NLIX. The departure of the commander in chief 
for New York was accelerated by intelligence which 
be hat received, that a eee armament was 4 


dn dba part of thecoaſt to-co-operate with general Wa. 


The event ſoon termed the accuracy of this 
mation. On the tenth; of July, about'three weeks 


after ſir Henry Clinton's return, M. de Ternay arrived 
dat Rhode Ifland from France, with a; ſquadron of ſeven 
mil of the line, five frigates, and fix thouſand trubppfs 
under the command of the count de Rochambeau, wo 
. aſſured the ſtates, this was only the r er of a much 8 | | 


{ag force deſtined for their ad by ng his ma. 
The Britiſh fleet at New Valk being 2 at 
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n en at Rhode: i lat 
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is from. * which-had followed cloſe on li- ©: 
 Temay's track, a ſcheme was quickly formed by ſir 
be Clinton and admiral Arbuthnot to attack the = 


aſhington, by a rapid movement, gary” "abu the North - 5 
River and advancing towards dow: Tony Want: pe . 
_ About this time it confilenty r 
5 French and An Hanevicaar ee 8, chat! they would be 
8 Fe the count de Guichen with a land 
1 hips of the line from the Weſt Indies 
in e York was to be aſſailed in every direc- „ 
tion with irreſiſtible fury. But the news of the counts 
_ departure for Europe blaſted all theſe fond expectations, ũ “ 
aud made it neceſſary for Waſhington to have a meeting 
ich Rochambeau about half way between their reſpec- 
fte camps, in order to concert new meaſures adapted to 
their preſent ſtate of diſappointment. While the former 
was e ene ene upon this ſervice, general Ar- 
nold, ho then commanded a conſiderable body of troops 
dat Wel + Point on the North River, but who had lately” 
_ entered into a ſeeret gn ates ren" with ſir Henry Clin- 
ton for delivering werte him that important poſt, re. 
—— that a 2 perſon might be ſent to him, 
finally to adjuſt the 3 po carry it into effect wit 
out delay. Major: Andre, one of ſir Henry. Clinton's 
aid- de- camps, was charged with this commiſſion; but, 
by an unfortunate train of incidents, he fell into the 1 
hands of the enemy, on his return from an interview wift an 
Arnold, and was executed as a. ſpy. Arnold, with great Le 
- difficulty, made his eſcape to New York. „ 
EI. While the war may be ſaid to have 3 in 
: the central-colonies from the near equipoiſe of: ſtrength, - 
or the ſecure poſitions of the contending parties, the So 
of affairs in the ſouth afforded: greater ſcope for hom e 
enterpriſe. I he force, which had been left under lord 5 
5 e ge in Carolina, though diſpoſed with the greateſt” _ 
As both ey Ay eames of That ee met for | 85 . 
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1 85 mies of the Americans on the Sate whoſe confidence . 1 
pf ſucceſs was not more owing to the vaſt ſuperiority: of . 


their : numbers, than to their havi ing Gates, the conqueron 


def Bur yne, at their head. eee ud 
x; now a wallis and a Rawdon to contend with; ant} 


the laurels gained at Saratoga were doomed to fade in the 
3 of Camden; From this poſt, the. Bri- 
tiſh army, conſiſting of about two thouſand effective 


men, ſet off in the night of the fifteenth of Auguſt, with * 


"hk hopes of ſurpriſing the Americans in their camp, 

which was twelve miles diſtant. It is not a little | 

Singular: that Gates, whoſe- force was ſux thouſand 

 ſrong g, had formed at the very ſame time a+ ſimilar. 

' ſcheme of attacking lord Cornwallis by ſurpriſe, and 

was then on his march for that Farne -Th hus mov- 
v 


. in oppolite directions, the advanced guards of 


armies met and fired upon each other at two 
' o'clock in the morning. A ſort of truce ſoon took place, 
till day light appeared, when lord Radom and colonel 
Webſter ee ed the enemy with ſuch vigbur, „ 
tude, and ee that the militia fled at the felt on- 
ſet. The reſerve, conſiſting of about two thouſ: e. 5 
hundred regulars, ſtood their ground very firmly for 
an hour; but were at length thrown into irrecoverabl 
confuſion, and forced ta give way in all quarters, aban- 4 
Kang their cannon, camp equipage, and ſtores. Between 
_ Fight and nine hundred of the Americans were killed: in 
the action, and in the E Which was continued for 
more than twenty miles from the field of battle: one 
thouſand were made priſoners; and in this number were 
baron de Kalbe, the ſecond in command, and general 


Rutherford, the former of whom died ſoon e of his ö =} 
_ wounds. Gregory, another of the American generals, 


Was among the ſlain; but Gates, who had retired with 
the militia to endeayour to rally them, finding all his ef- 


| 5 forts vain, gave up every thing as loſt, and ſeemed to 


5 Fhink: 8 ee, 250 he got to _ Raney: of one 1 
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killed in this engagement; and that nothing might be 
Wanting to complete the ei of all the ai 
0 force to the ſouthwardz colonel Tarleton, 385 LY 


e up with a detached. ee under general 


1 g year the Catawba Fords, and poured upon them 8 r N | 4 


ectedly, that "ny: e was little ü chan A daughter 
ar Mont, 
LI I. The news ofa e at once ſo e and ap. 


1 parently ſo deciſive of the fate of the ſouthern colonies, | 5 
8 were not received with correſpond oy emotions of jo 


JOE 
PG The ſpirits of the ad lately been funk; 
e contemplation. * ſome of the ſevereſt blows Which 


15 the Britiſn commerce had ever ſuſtained... Admiral Geary, _ 
© _- who, on the death of fir Charles Hardy in May, had been 
5 appointed to the command of the Channel fleet, wr. 
in the beginning of July taken twelve merchantmen from 

Port : au prince, proceeded ſoon after to the ſouthward, in 
the hope of falling in with a detached ſquadri on of French 
And Spaniſh ſhips, of which he had received ſome intel - 

ligence. While he was cruiſing with this view off Cape: 


Finiſterre, à rich and conſiderable: convoy for the Ealt. 


and Welt Indies, attended by the Ramillies and two — 
gates, ſailed from Portſmouth in the latter end of July, 
and were intercepted on the ninth of Ago by by the com- 
| bined fleets under Don Lewis de Co 

05 de with the frigates, and a few merchantmen, eſ- 


ova», The Ra- 
caped. All the pg amounting to more than fifty fail, 


were taken and carried into Cadiz. Beſides the immenſe . 
value of the merchandiſe, a number of the ſhips; were 
a loaded with naval and milit 72 ſtores for the i 
in their reſpective places of d 
time, an account was received of the capture of fourteen 
mhips of the outward-bound Quebec fleet by ſome Ameri- 
cen privateers off the banks of Newfoundland; and this. ah 
_ concurrence of loſſes, which, in their nearer or more re- 
mote conſequences, affected all orders of people, ſpread a” 
2 2 gloom throughout the nation. 
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Sparte verge evuntty; 255 — ppl {edt w. ith 
merchandiſe, but with warlike ſtores, to give vigour to 
their rebellion. After the interference of France and Spain U 
Z : 1 zn the quarrel, the ſelfiſh and treacherous conduct of the 
Dutch became ſtill more evident. Their ports were open 
0 the rebellious: ſubjects, as well as to the inveterate 
enemies of Great Britain; and the vaſt profits of a con- 5 5 
traband trade made them reger dleſs of every conſideration 
of honour and ae er, p. Various remonſtrances were 6 
made on this head by the Britiſh ambaſſador at tjge 
Hague, but without fete. One of the ſubjects of em- 
. plaint deſerves particular notice. An encounter took place 
F . 1 in the month of September 1779 between captain Pear- 
ſon of the Serapis man of war, accompanied by the Scar- 
Dorough frigate, having under their convoy the trade 5 
from the Baltic, and Paul Jones, the commander of = 0 
American ſquadron, which had for ſome time before in- . || 
feſted the Britiſh ſeas. After a' very fierce and blo whos . 
action, during which the convoy had full time to eſcape, | 
the Serapis and Scarborough were taken and carried to the 
Texel. On this a very ſtrong memorial was preſented to 
he States General by fir Joſeph Yorke;claiming thoſe ſhips 
and their crews, as having been captured by *a rebel ſub- 
jest and a criminal of the ſtate. * Their High Mightinefles 
; © that they were not authorized to paſs judgment 
vn thoſe-prizes or on the perſon of Paul Jones. The 
breach between both countries grew Wider and wider 
every day. About three months after the former event, 
- commodore Fielding fell in with a fleet of Dutch mer- 


* paul Jones was a native of Galloway in Scotland, 
=: ane! had, by his crimes, forteited his life to the Jaws. f 
odf his e 8 he 9 5 a into the ſervylee Pp. 3 
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1 : ſhips, 


hots arte.” "ard... 
yed by a ſmall ſquadron; . 


under count T and deſiring permiſſion to viſn oy 5 3 
merchant ſhips, in order to 3 the — 
| tained. any contraband goods; was peremptorily re uſed by 


che Dutch admiral: + On this, he fired à ſhot a- bead of 


tze count, Who returned a broadſide: commodore Field. 
ing did the ſame; and then the Dutch i iately ſtruck +2 
their colours. In the mean time the greateſt part of ke 
donvoy bore away to the coaſt of France; 3 fuch , q; 
them as remained, and had naval ſtores on board, were 
ſtopped, and the Dutch admiral. was informed that be 


ttt time ſuſpended, provi 


Was at 1 to Pear his colours and proſecute his | | 


voyage. But he refuſed to quit his convoy, and accom. 
panied the the commodore to Portſmouth. It is no wonder, 


| that-the inſalent demand of redreſs made by ſbe ſtates 1 


after ſo flagrant a breach of the law of nat ions on their 
Part, ſhould be treated with juſt contempt by the Briziſh 
- Fourt; © But, on the ſeventeenth. of Ks following, 
bis majeſty publiſhed a declaration, e 4 3 re- 
Peake eee, baue ne relented by his ambaſſador 
to the States General, demanding the ſuccours ſtipulated 
by treaty, to which requiſition. they had given no an. 
ſwer, nor ſignified any intention of compliance, his ma- 
‚ . their High Mightineſſes as haying de- 
ſerted the alliance that had o long ſubſiſted between 
Great Britain and the e e 55 his majeſty from 
U, all the ſtipulations of 
the ſeveral. exiſting treaties, particularly of the marine 
5 wat of 1674. The immediate deſign of ſych ex. 
Fo language was to convince. the ſtates off the deter 
1 et ſpirit of the Britiſh cabinet, and to prevent them. 
jf poſſibhle, from acceding to the late canfederacy * 
Kuſſia, Denmark, and e the real object ee 
under the ſhew of protecting the freedom of commerca, 


5 7 | was: to render legitimate the moſt fraudulent intercourſe 


eee nenen, dals at 9 But the 
5 N Dutch, 

* » The W ee of — 8 was, that a 
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ges of a gainful, though perfidious' and if fiele trade, had 


On the third of September, the Mercury, à congreſs 


3 packet, was taken by the Veſtal frigate off the banks of 


ewfoundland. On board this packet was Mr. Laurens, 


e of the congrely,: charged with a commiſſion 
RR olland. On being brought to England, he was en- 
1 . by the privy council; and committed to the 
Tower, on a charge of high treaſon; His papers, which _ 
had beenthrownaverboard; and ſaved from ſinking w__ 
ttmhe alertneſs of a Britiſh ſeaman, were found” to contain 
” .  ” the ſketch of a treaty. of amity and commerce between 
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3 Tecourſe, as uſual, to procraſtination'and delay, till et : 
” ters were brought to ay iſſue by the following incident. 


3 | hand} and gn Sea on the 5 to 115 che — = 1 


3 F 7 : - the republic of Holland and the fates of America, ſore 3 


articles of which had been proviſionally agreed to and 
E FN 2 two years- before at Aix-la-Chapelle by William 
. Tee formerly an alderman of London, but then an agent 
. For congrels, and John de Neufville, a merchant of Am- 
ſterdam, acting under powers] Eee e to him by the 
Krand penſionary of that city. © Theſe/pa ne eas © 


B 1 | _ Ciatelytranſmitredto the ＋ꝙ — ñ—v— 


the grand pe nſionary and his accomplices, and to in 


| - IJ offences: he was farther'enjoined to declare, that, if fa- 


themſelves parties to the injury, and ſuch n 
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who was inſtructed to preſent a memorial to the St tes : 20 
T. | Oman, requiring them to diſavow the proceedings of i. 


upon 8 a puniſhment ſuitable to the magnitude of their 5 


5 | i 1 in theſe reſpects ſhould be either refuſed or de- 
5 > the States General would be conſidered eng . 
r 

purſued as the law of nations authoriſed for compelling 5 
A reparation of the wrong. The memorial was accord- 
8 J preſented; and no ſatisfactory anſwer being returned 
„ 5 - +by the States General within the time expected, fir :Jo- . 
ſeph Yorke was recalled, and on the twentieth: of De- 


that à neutral ſhip, although loaded with a cargo be- 
 Honging to one of the ho fears at war; mould paſs as . 


ember, letters of repr roomy TR 
_ the Dutch. Tue manifeſto publiſhed/ on this occaſions. 
enerally admitted is a maſter piece of political 
ung. The merit of cee een has been aſeribeck 
to Mr. Gibbon, the celebrated hiſtorian of the decline 
0 ancl falt of the Roman empire; 1 at ae » + one 1 N 
Th F . 
TY oY New e v. ebe b FR gs 5 
5 ther ;—and the War with the | Dutch: juſtified. II. 
| Farm Debates on the: Loan Bill. III. Summary ef the 
es of the Seffion. ' IV. Second abortive:4t-: © 
- Zempt. of the French on the Hand of Ferſey. V. | Conqueſt, © 
2 the and of St. Euftatia, and ſome other Dutch: Settle=> 
_ mente in the Weſt Indies.” VI. Loſs of Tobago. 5 
55 > | Rich Convoy" from St. Euſtatia intercepted. am ita may 16 
I Fugiand; aud that Iſland with: its Dependenties re, cons. 
| gude by the Marquis de -Bouille. VIII. Colonel Tarle= |} 
Tonis fatal Defeat: at the Cowpens. IX. Action near, 
Lagernd between Lord Corirwallis and General. GR . 
X. Step abbich haſtened the ſad Cataſtrophe at Turi. touum. 
XI. Sir Henry Clinton's Apprehenfions e os Attack aunt 
NewYork. XII. Partial Engage ween the Cum 
de Graſſe and Admiral Greens, on Followed by the Su- 
Fender of Lord Cornwallis Army. XIII. Redudhion of © 
Penſacola by Don Galvez. XIV. Succeſsful Sally of the _ 
_ Garriſon of Gibraltar. XV. Commodore Jobuſtone” . 
Pann inſt the Cape of Good Hope. XVI. Succeſs-of  , & 
the ie Bri Arms in the Eaſt Indies. XVII. Deſperate 5 
SERIE ement- on the Dogger Bank. XVIII. Part f a _ 
French Cunvoy intercepted by Admiral Kempenfelt. XX. 
New ee the Auſpices of the Marquis , 
| Rockingham: XX. Liberal Conceſſions made to the ms = | 
XXI. Other Popular Meaſures of the new: Miniſtry; Þ8 
XXII. Changes occafioned by the Death of che Minna) - 
| Rockingham. XXI IT. Minorca taten by tbe Due de' i 
Crillon; aud ſeveral Iſſands in the Weſt Indies comurred. 
Eibe Marquis de Boyille, XXIV. Rodney's glorious and: . , 
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well as of his inf 5 
March, he brought forward: his annual ſtatement of 'the” 
| gin and. reſources for the current ſervice. The entire HE 
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in the great council of the nation till the t 
September, and a new one convened the thirty firſt of 


tober; z but nothing worthy of ſpecific notice had paſſed f 5 


in either houſe before the holidays, except the election 


0 a ſpeaker of the commons, in which. the ſtrength of. 


the oppoſition was vainly exerted for the r ointment. 
of rf letcher Norton, chere being only 1 34 voices in his 
favor, againſt 203% Who voted for Mr. Cornwall. The 


3 mellage on the indiſpe nſible neceſſity of the war with 1 15 
the Dutch gave riſe to a and angry, but. ee 1 
diſcuſſions. In ſpite of all the efforts of the minority to 


expoſe, as they aſſerted, the arrogance, the raſhneſs, the 
feney of adminiſtration, in provoking an old ally to join 


* Mons * * enen Great ce and America: 5 : 
| 2 amica. Heese of ths 8 


MS: hin Bao, babilivies maſt 3% 
A. the Dutch had taken place during the 
| Chriſtmas receſs, it did not become a ſubject of e 8 
ty fifth 1 N ; 
_ Parliament had been diſſolyed on the firſt of 


* 


- the confederacy of Great Britain's enemies, it was cl ly. 1 


ſewn, that the flagrant baſeneſs of the Dutch cot be . Sy 


nd longer connived at, and that indeciſion in ſuch: a caſe 
would have been no leſs ruinous than ſhameful... Ad- 


Adreſſes highly approving the fteps taken by bis majeſty, 
MO. 


with full aſſurances of the moſt determined ſup 
| carried: by conſiderable. majorities in both 5 — 8 


II. But the miniſter had ſoon another conteſt to 1 mg 3 
Ins ran much cloſer, and ſeemed ao 1 


in which the diviſo 
indicate ſome devine. of his credit with the public, as 
infllence in parliament... On the ſeventh of 


nditure he calculated: at twenty one millions, twel 


| - of which-it would be neetfltry to taile. by. loan. |. The. 


N were unüſually high; A contract had been entered . 


"0 90 che e to br one . and b 15 


A 1 


As 4 abe. 


: 11 in ings ee ring a manne 


capital PP. at iP 1nd t 


Pounds capital Rock at four per eent. for every F. 2800 in | 


money, being nine millions more than the fam actually 


: into the exchequer. To defray the intereſt of this loan, now! 
taxes would be wanting to the amount of ſix hundred and 
| | foxty thouſand: go —— that is ſix thouſand more 


"than the legal eſtabliſhed intereſt of five per cent. excluſiveof 


which, as the ſubſcription to the loan bore a premium of FE 
ten per cent. the farther ſam of one million, two hundred 
thouſand pounds appeared to be loſt to the nation by this 
improvident bargain. Mr. Fox 15 
it as the moſt corrupt in its origin, the moſt ſhameful in 
its progreſs, and the moſt injurious in its conſequences, 
that ever came under the contemplation of the houſe _ 
- Aw eee 2 he propoletl i in FF a 
_. lupply, was f by 111 voices againſt 169. * we 

1 ae ee here: — the been ta loa | 
hill was renewed under a variety of forms, during its pa- 

_ ſage through the commons; and when carried to che 0 

lords, the marquis of Rockingham and ſome of his 

friends did not fall ſhort of Mr. Fox in the aſperity of 

cenſure and execration. The only apalogy made for ſuch - 
à contract hauing been the low 18 of the funds and the . * 
iümperious neceſſity. of the times, the marquis ſaid, „ he 
did not doubt but the matter originated in neceſuy; for 
ſuch was the critical ſituation of the miniſter, that he 
found himſelf compelled to reſort to this ſhameful waſte 


of the public money, in order to fix and attach! the waver- 


=Y ing and lieſitating minds of his abettors. Eight of the 
peers entered a proteſt againſt the bill on the journals. 
Some weeks afterwards: the ſubject was reviwed in the 
lower houſe by a motion of fir George Saville for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to inquire into the circumſtances 
of the laſt loan; . for though the bargain, he ſaid, 
. had been irrevocably ratific 5 it was not yet too late, 
on diſcovering the ſhamele s prod | 
a which it was concluded, to paſs a vote of cenſure, or even 


ment, on the 1 man wn FAROE the pub- 


robated every part of 


igality of the terms on 


* ys riſe _ 3 7 
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an vehement 4 at the concluſion of Which the mo. 


tion was rejected by a majority of 46 only, in a houſes; 
5  ronſiſting/ of near 400 members; {o that, on the part of 


the miniſter; it- enn eee, athi 
than à victory. [Suk Eg 
III. The other proceedings of this ſeſfon, de was 


| protratied- to the eighteenth of July, are more diftin=- 1 5 
ruithed for the violence and acrimony of debate, than 
tor their final efficacy or importance Mr. Burke's fa 


IL ; 8 


mous reform bill was again brought ſorward, but Was 7, 


| rejeied, on the motion for the ſecond: reading, by a ma- 
jority of 233 to 190. The appointment of delegates A 
ſeveral of the aſlociated counties, to meet in London fof- 
the purpoſe of promoting the objects of their former pe- 
titions, had alſo proved a copious ſource of parliamentary 


contention; and when the ſubject of old grievances was 
Seel. the events of the war, the ſphere. of which 
Was now conſiderably enlar 


= of intrigue and conqueſt; of rapacity and er 


tion, ſeemed to . ramen the 2 ae > _ 1 


He then che - "tt büntelk "aſter of ene et 55 
b 92 did the government of Madraſs believe itſelf to, 
fety, when fir Eyre Coote arrived to. take _ . 


dene of the forces on the coaſt of Coromandel, and 


, bf the moſt extraordinary efforts ſtopped Hyder 8 r, | 


and defeated him in feveral engagements, in which, to 
uſe the gallant veteran 's Own Words, every nerve was 


ere "=. the . extent 1 1 bi 87 
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ged, afforded every day ſome. 
_ freſh occaſion of clamor and diſpute. The accounts from 
the Eaſt Indies in particular were very Pep lexing. A 


„ 


The firſt in- | 


. U. er,  cotorcr il, — 
| „ thoſe unexpected convulſions in 
ceaſionecl the appointment of a ſecret commi 
houſe of commons to inquire into the ears of the Mah i 
ratta war; and that in the Carnatic. Their reports on 


5 de, ſubject afterwards engaged no ſmall ſhare of public 


notice, but did not produce any eee erer os of 
the evil. A bill had likewiſe been brought in, and was 
paſled at the cloſe of the 170 for reſtraining the arbi. 
Trary encroachments of the 
in Bengal; and another, by which the company were, 
for a hanited term, continued in the enjoyment of their 
ent privileges, with a clauſe compelling them to 


fupreme court of Judicature _ - 5 


: 5 
1 about four hundred thouſand pounds to the public, in aeg 


. The ailing ty hiſtory” of the writ year Was 


of ſupply, and as 2 Juſt participation in their revenues 
and | te. FATE. "= $45 4 Y wr Mert — = ET Res 8 | 


3 marked in its wav eee by a — attempt ofithe 


French upon the iſland of Jerſey. | The baron de Rulle- 


:” court, who had been next in command to count Naſſau 


in the former attack, landed with about eight hundred 


men at a place called the Violet Bank in the night of the 


5 fifteenth of January; and, to the aſtoniſhment of the in- 


place of St. Helier was found occupied by French t N 
Phe houſe of major Corbet, the Jieutenant-governor, be. 
ng entirely ſurrounded, he was ſo far intimidated as to 


habitants, when the day began to dawn, the market 2 9 5 


Hign articles of capitulation. But when Elizabeth Cafe. 


was ſummoned, captain Aylward, the | commander, 'far 


from paying the leaſt regard to the acts of the governor 


in his preſent ſtate of durance, fired upon the French anti a 


bbbliged them to retreat; and major Pierſon, a young and 


gallant officer, ſecond in command, having aſſembled the 
regular troops and militia of the iſland on the heights near 


the town, attacked the enemy with the greateſt relblution. 
Baron Rullecourt being at the commencement of tne ge- 


tion mortally wounded; the French troops int leſs than 
half an hour laid down their arms, and ſurrendered themw- 


5 Aelves priſoners of war. Unfortunately almoſt the lat 
5 1 Rue POO to the furr 
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and more than ane hundre 
men were taken in the bay; and a fleet of thirty ſhips 
_ richly laden, which had Giled-for Holland two 5 — ble 
ſore, were purſued and brought back, with a man of 
War that convoyed them, under the command of admiral 
Byland, who loſt his life in-2 vain effort of reſiſtance, — 
I be neighbouring ſmall iſlands of St. Martin and Saba 
were reduced in a ſimilar manner; and, nearly about 3 
the ſame time; the Dutch ſettlements of Demerary, . 
quibo, and Berbicia, on the ſouthern main, made a ten- 
Ader of ſubmiſſion to the governor of Barbadoes, the rivers 
leading to the two former having been boldly entered, 
1 ay, the veſlels ſeized, by a ſquadron of privateers from 8 
4s 5 Briſtol. The b | 
© ferred to admiral 1 
thought them deſerving more lenity than the people 


85 50 3 the 8 of, Teh 


UE. braten, een and Wie, equally OY 2, 0 
| 5-70 | US. CLE EE Ebert & 8 


V. Early ede af he rape 8 1 Mie 


8 8 ham: tranſmitted to the Weſt Indies, admiral - 
ET, 3 q _— had 3 to eee een . 
5 and general Vaughan appeared witli a conſidera» 
ple foree, in the beginning of February, before the iſland = 
bd St. Euſtatia, that famous depoſit of wealth and mart 
pl traffic. De Graaff, the governor, being utterly inea- 
pPableof making any defence, was compelled to ſurrender 
it diſeretion; and the immenſe property of the iſland 
Vas declared to be confiſcateds+with u degree of indi- 
kriminate rigour, which the paſt treachery of the Dutch 
could hardly juſtiſy. The value of the commodities thus 5 
_ ſeized was eſtimated at four millions ſterling- A Dutch 
ftrigate of thirty ſix guns, fie others of inferior force, 
5 and fifth fail of merchant- . 


P 1. thoſe ſettlements were re- 
| " Rodne and general Vaughan, who 


1 


ee thetfull poſſeſſion of ” 


T 7 |  _—_— government, and private f operty. 4 


VI. While the Britiſh com ers eee eee 1 


p adjuſting the concerns of their new aoquiation » a French 0 
den t with adwiral Hood, » whom Rodney h | 
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of ſucceſs in the courſe of the year VEE 


5 0 : aur Nane 5 8 — 
it, ſteered its courſe to the iſland of: Tow 


cent. 
this e pop off A ſquadron of fix ſhips of the line, 


2 frigates and 


and Rodney, accompanied by Vaughan, now ſa 
perſon . hes whole fleet for Tobago. ſ 


the coaſt on the fourth of June, but had the mortifica- 


tion to learn that the iſland had ſurrendered two days 


before; and was baffled in all his attempts, during th 


remainder of the ſummer, +0 bring the Welwy: to a gene- 


1 agement. 


vexation than of triumph. - 


neſit. A rich convoy, freighted with the moſt valuable 


_ taken there, was intercepted on its way to 
1 by a French ſquadron; and the iſland itſelf, 
its little dependencies, St. Martin" sand Saba, were 1 


re. conquered in November by a ſmall force under the 


uis de Boullic, who behaved with the moſt politic | 
ener to the inhabitants, and immediately publiſhed 
a declaration, that the forces of his moſt Chriſtian mas 
jeſty defended the iſland only till relieved by the troops of 5 


i High Mightineſſes. 


VIII. The iſſue of che campaign in America was 8 


ſtill more unfavorable to the Britiſh arms. — few gleams 
the diſmal effect of multiplied diſaſters. 


N till "kx" 
18 


1 


mie quis de Bouillé made'an — - 2, 
aney, on receiving” intelligence © N 


ifying Fiume ſoon e . 
to die the conqueſt of St. Euſtatia an object rather of 
It ſeemed as if the ſpoil of 

_ that ifland had been ſubject to ſome fatality, which was 
to deprive the nation, as well as the captors, of its be- 


to Weende ö 
e r the vie- _ . if 
_ tory at Camden, the exceffive heats and great unhealthi- 
_ Neſs of the ſeaſon had laid an inſupera le reſtraint for | 
ſome time on lord Cornwallis's march into North Caro= 
lina; and the total deſtruction of a corps. of royaliſts 
under major Ferguſon, who had been ſent towards the 
frontiers, obliged his lordſhip to ſuſpend any farther 
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333 ee but Sr, that 


| | Greene, by whom, Gates had deen lately ſuperſeded 5 17 
the command of the ſoutherr 


army, had detacheyl co- 
a body of light troops to 


lonel Morgan: at the bead: 


ke, with a. ſuperior: force to drive Morgan, out. of the 
This attempt ended in the total defeat of the 


5 9 6 Briviſh pi Ear be cannon, colours, and baggage 
Veaggons, with about four {a as fr: ifoners, fell into — : . 


| hands of the victors ; and this. unfortunate blow may be 
conſidered as a principal link i inthe chain of « events dat 
Ta to the independence of America. 

IX. In vain did lord Cornwallis. endeavour by rapid _ 
| movements to come pp with Morgan, who ſuon „ 
the main army under Greene. But the late diſgrace at 
eee was, completely wi d off in a pitched battle be- 
tween both armies at Guildford on the fifteenth of March. 
Here the Britich troops attacked and: defeated an army 
ol more than three times their on number, not taken by, 


_ furprile,. but prepared for. action, and judiciouſly poſted. © 
The glory of having become maſters. of the field , and of 


the — 955 of the enemy, was, however, dearly purc led 
Eh the loſs of near one hundred killed, and above four. 
hundred wounded, amounting to more. than one third of 
all the. Britiſh troops Hh pe 7 

X. To enter into a detail of 7. ante Pee — 8 
ee, that terminated in the ſurrender of this gal- 
lant army at Vork-town can anſwer no valuable purpoſe. 
It would be only exhibiting a melancholy picture of {kill 


i 


| - and courage exerted in vain. The ſtep which haſtened 
the ſad cataſtrophe was fir Henry Clinton's recalling a 
large body of troops under general Arnold then with 1 — 
„ 1 at Willi :amſburg, the capital of Virginia, 3 
Wich he had taken poſſeſſion the twenty ſixth of fone... 5 


Phe commander i in chief conceived at that time New 


Vork to be in danger from the united forces of the French 


BH 3 and | Americans. LT, this. dimim tion of his EY 


tely quit 00 ge Wiek 


« $5) 


3 / . penetrate into South eee ee chuſing to leave 4 : 
__ _ -conliderablea corps. in his rear, he ordered colonel Tarle- 


9 278% 3 Is 
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925 


| 8 e . rock us. 3 1 
W Ac paſſed oer 3 with a view. 
of fixing, his head quarters at Portimouth; hut, on far 1 
ther, — he ee to Karten as the. _—_ Bs. 9 
* le situation. . 5 4 — 
XI. Hitherto the plan of the campaign. on the part of 
oy Wee had wavered in, uncertainty. He, 
ad long and ſeriouſſy meditated an attack upon New; 
Vork, and general Clinton had good reaſon to believe 
„ that this was finally determined upon at an interview be- 
155 * tween the American general and count Rechambeau, > 
5 , which took plage in May; ; and in conſequence. of this. 1 85 
ay great bs EE were made in the vicinity 5 
Vork, all announcing an approaching fiege., But 
the arrival of conſiderable reinforcements from England, 83 
and the recal of ſo large a body of troops from Virginia, : 1 1 
operated. as ſtrong checks on any ſuch attempt; n, oY 
etter from count de Grafle, ſtating that his deſtination 
was unalterably fixed to the Cheſapeak, left the Ameri- LE 
can and French commanders no alternative. A joint . 
ſwer was immediately ſent, that they would loſe no tim 
in removing the army to the ſouth of the Delaware, there 
to meet the admiral. All the appearances of an. ac 
upon New Vork were, howe per, fill carefully kept up, 
till at length, on the twenty fourth of Augult the allied 1 
armiy ſuddenly decamped, paſſed the North River, ane 
by rapid marches pr ee to Philadelphia, Where they — 
arrived on the thirtieth. The fleet of the count de Grafle, _ 5 4 
| tonbiting of. twenty four ſhips of the line, entered nearly, - . nt 
at the ſame time the bay of Cheſa peak. Sir Henry Elin 8 
ton, being now undeceived, ſent to A ap lord Cornwallis, 
that he would either reinforce him by every poſſible means 
inchis power, or make the beſt diverſion * could in his 
favour. Accordingly, the Engliſh fleet, conſiſting of nine- 
teen ſhips of the line, under admiral Graves, appeared 
1 the capes of Virginia, on the fifth of September; and 
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4 count de Graſſe, expecting a reinforcement from Rhode. AS, 

: _ iſland, ſtood out to {ca for their protection. A warm ac- 4 5 

tion enſued, but without any material advantage on the No . i 
. die of the r 7 has and ws E coughs Ho n 8 ++ ag 


of the Cheſapeak. Relief w was 1 e een uin: 
4 5 8 and lord Cornwallis withdrew within oY 
| works, making abt #. preparation for a vigorous defence; 

5 1 


XII. 'York-town being ſituated nearly at the extrem.it 
of à narrow peninſula, iS cloſed: between” York River t 
the north and James River to the ſouth, it was inveſtec 


| : With fingular facility” by an enemy who commanded the © 
navigation of the two rivers. On the fourteenth of Oc- 


tober; the beſiegers, notwithſtanding” the well-· directed 


and inceſſant fire of their. gallant enemy, had adyanced - 
far in their ſecond parallel. Being greatly incommoded 
in their approaches by two redoubts at the diſtance of 
two hundred yards from the Britiſh lines, it was ne 
| mined to attack them at the ſame time by different « 


tachments of French and Americans. The defence wht 
._ - ſpirited, but ineffectual. By this time the batteries . 
| the beſiegers | were eppes with one hundred pieces of 


L 9 heavy ardnance; and the Britiſh works; enfiladed in al- 5 


moſt my part, and nearly demoliſhed, coultt ſcarcely 
mount a ſin 


remained than to endeavour to tranſport the 3 


Town, where works had been alſo ere 


"acroſs Vork River to Glouceſter Point, - (pe 2 
ed, and were 


ſtill occupied by part of the Britiſh army. {But this i in- 


tention being totally fruſtrated by a violent ſtorm after 
the embarkation had actually commenced, lord Corn- 
Wallis was reduced to the hard naceffity of propoſing _ 


3 terms of ca pitulation, which were granted only on condi- 
tt:ion of his lordſhip's furrendering himſelf, and the forces 


uyder his command, to the amount of about ſeven thou- 
ſand men, priſoners of war. The honor of marching 


5 out with colours flying, which had been refuſed to ge- 
gnueru! Lincoln on his giving up Charleſtown, was now re- | 
fuſled to lord Cornwallis; and general Lincoln was ap- 
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pointed to receive the ſubmiſſion of the army of York- _ 
town, preeiſely in the fame way his owed had; been e Son- ; 
ducted eighteen months before. ee ea en pd 
0 Re terrible overthrow, » Which = 


— 3 


gle gun. In this extremity no other reſource - 


A i 4 


„ 4 8. . ow ub 85 22 
0 ns w all hope of W recovering any of t 3 
| muſt be added another ſoſs on the ſame continent in es 
| early part of che campaign. Don Galvez, of whoſe ſuc» 
_  eeldfulexpedition; in the year 2759, againſt the Britiſh ſets | 
Elements on the Miſſiſſippi, ſome notice has been already 
taken, made farther advances into Weſt Florida the fol- 
5 2 ing year, and being at. length reinforced by a power. _ 
a ful fleet and army from the Havannah, completed the 
|| + conqueſtof the whole provinke by the reduction of Penſu - 
e > cola on the eighth of May. 'Geveral Campbell, — ; 
T7 Fernor, acquired no (mall Ls ro ing even in misfortune, 
dy his judicious and ſpirited defence of the place for-two. 
months, with a motley aſſemblage of Britiſh ſoldiers, _ 
3 royaliſts, Germans, ſailors, and negroes, making i in 7 
nine hundred and fifty men, againſt a fleet of fifteen ſail 
. _ of the line, and a hand 1 88 almoſt. ten nee 3 | 
4 ber of the . 
XIV. But the recovery even fa whole province W 
Wo nat deute Spain for the diſappointment the ſtill felt . 
min the ſiege of Gibraltar. She had ſet her heart ſo en- 
5 be on the reduction of that fortreſs, that ſhe ſcarcely 
ſeemed to have another object in the war. The labour 
: of the nation was exhauſted in the ſtupendous works which 
me raiſed before the place, and they were covered with 
the moſt formidable artillery that had ever, perhaps, been 
known in any ſiege. Vet all her efforts could not pre- 
vent timely relief from being conveyed to the garriſon, © 
firſt, by, ſir George Rodney, and now again by admiral. 
Darby, who had ſucceeded Geary in the command 
of the channel fleet. The Spaniards endeavoured to re- 
venge the failure of their gun- boats in an atttempt to = 
burn the convoy of victuallers in the bay, by keeping uß 
againſt the fortreſs an unremitted fire day and night for - 7 
tree weeks, from one hundred and ſeventy pieces of heavy i 
KLannon and ſourſcore mortars. The town and its ina. 
bitants were the. ſaeriſice; but the loſs, on the ſide of 1 
the garriſon, was inconſiderable, and the damage done 
0 the works. was too trifling to give any concern to the -. 
__ defenders . a rags m_ which ſucceeded the. 
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* Sls, ſent a ſuperior ſquadron under M. Suffrein to 
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304 
. enn of this ent apes eee and 5 : 
dompardment, the brave Elliot formed a ſcheme not of 
noi, but effeQual retaliation- At three o'cldek: i in the 
morning of the twenty ſeventh of November; a ſtrong 
dietachment, commanded by brigadier general Roſs, fal- 
'  " Jied out of the garriſon," jt . the enemy's works 
1 5 with ſuch a combination of ſcill and impetuoſity, Mae 
e Spaniards ave way on every fide, and abandoned 
| thoſe mighty bulwarks, grins with ſuch unparalleled MR 
EE ce and labour, and in the expected effects of which 
all the hopes of their country were centered. In leſs 
than half an hour five batteries, with all the lines of 9 
| proach, communication, and traverſe,” were in flames; — 
/ the magazines blowing up one after another as the con- 
Bi [apr reached them; the confounded and diſmayed 
| Spaniards offering no other reſiſtance than a diſtant and ill 
. = fire from the Forts ws St. Phithp and St. Bars 5 
Dara. „ 
de grand 8 on its Mepartans: From agli id 
7 for the relief of Gibraltar, was accompanied hy a ſmall 
- _ quadron under the command of el unſtone, 
nete one of the commiſſioners tõ America, but now ap- a 
Hope: + to conduct an expedition to the Cape of Go 
155 The court of Verfailles, knowing the -preſent in- 
ty 


of the States General to protect their foreign do- 


countera&t the deſigns of the Engliſm; and coming up 


Woeith them at Port Praya, in the land: of St. Jago, the 
French admiral made no ſcruple to violate the neutrality 
olf the Portugueſe flag, by attacking the ſquadron of com- 
modore Johnſtone, while it lay i in'the harbour, diſperſed | 
And unſuſpicious of danger. Britiſn valour was em: 
nently ible ed in repelling the attack under every diſ= 
advantage of number, —— and ſurpriſe; and the 


French were beaten off, after ſuffering ſeverely in the . 
Tonflict; but immediately proceeding to the Cape, they 
ſecured chat ſettlement from any hoſtile attempt. Though Oe 
the main object of commodore Johnſtone's Expedition: Was 
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aſt Indiamen, with hich be FOR... 3 
1 ny). a part of his ſquadron and a convoy of tranſ= 
ts and merchant ſhips, which were deſtined for tage 
5 Indies, having pr —5 uted their voyage thit her. 
1 Xv I. Suffrein's Bee arrival at the Cape was cer. 
uy inly the means of preſerving that place, in itſelf ine 
pable of any vigorous reſiſtance 3 but the French admi= . Þ8 
= ral did not reach the Eaſt Indies ſoon enough to afford © 
* * _ the like ; ahi otection to the Dutch ſettlements there, or to. AF 
| fave Hyde r Ally's marine from deſtruction. While ſir b 
i Exe Coote was attacking Hyder with equal vigor and 
| ſucceſs by land, fir Edward Hughes not only blocked up __ 
his ports on the Malabar coaſt, but deſtroyed his ſhip- 
ping at Calicut and Mangalore, two of his principal ar- 5 : 43 
— e on which all his hopes of becoming a maritime | 
5 5 r were founded. Before the cloſe of the year, the 
e ch fort of Negapatam, in the Tanjore country, che 
r 1 of which had been reinforced by two thouſand 
_ - three hundred of Hyder's troops, was taken by a joint 
operation of the Britiſh naval and military forces; and, - 
_ early in January 1782, they became maſters, with till 1 
greater eaſe, of the valuable ſettlement of T rinquemale 1 
of the iſland of Ceylon. The many ſubſequent encounters \ Þ 
between fir Edward Hughes: and M. Suffrein were ſo Þþ 
- balanced in point of ſtreygth, ſkill, emulation, 
33 heroiſm, as left no room for the boaſt of . 
periority on either fide. 
Kull. If the Dutch were e by . eier _ 
ol their loſſes in both the Indies, they had [almoſt as little . IM 
- cauſe to rejoice at the fruits of their treachery, and ingra 
titude near home. Several of their merchantmen and 
1 ſhips were taken at the beginning of the rupture z _ - 1 
but no engagement happened between the fleets of tze , 
. two nations till the fifth of Auguſt. Early in themorn= I} 
ing of that day, an Engliſh, ſquadron commanded wo „ 
| © miral Hyde Parker met upon the Dogger Bank a Dutch _' } 
1 ſquadren ſomewhat ſuperior in foree commanded by ad- 
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$06 Sees m, %., 17 
= _ practiſed no manœuvyres to avoid the conteſt. No gun 
E , : was fired on either ſide, until the two ſquadrons came 
| fo near as:to | be within half muſket-ſhot, when a drea d- ; : 
ful cannonade commenced, which was kept up without 
interruption for three hours and forty minutes; and the 
Action then ceaſed only becauſe the ſhips on both ſides, 

from the damages they had reſpectively ſuſtained, were no 
longer found manageable, The Dutch, after ſome time, 


8 


bore away with their convoy for the Texel, which they 


reached with great difficulty, one of their largeſt ſhips 
- finking before they could make the harbour. -. Beſides the 
injury thus done to their navy, one of the moſt beneficial 


branches of their commerce was interrupted for this year 
at leaſt, by the return of their Baltic conso yy. 


XVIII. An attempt made by admiral Kempenfelt, 
with thirteen ſajl of the line andi four frigates, to intercept 

à French ſquadron and convoy carrying reinforcements to 
the Eaſt and Welt Indies, concluded the naval enter- 
pPriſes of this year. The Engliſh admiral fell in witn 
the enemy on the twelfth of December in a hard gale f 
wWeind, and ſucceeded in cutting off apart of the convoy; 
but was obliged to relinquiſh any tarther deſign, on per- 
. -_ . ceiving the enemy's force to conſiſt of nineteen fail of 
bdeayy line of battle ſhips, beſides two more armed en 
ute. About twenty of the prizes arrived ſafe in En- 
gland; and their importance, being all crouded with 
troops, or heavy laden with ſtores and proviſions, ſerved 
to excite the diſfatisfation of the public at the negligence 


of thoſe who had not fupplied ;KerapenGlt,with fuck. n- | 
Force, as would haye enabled him to take or deſtroy the 
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1782. XIX. Though lord North and his colleagues 93 

tions of ſome moment relating to the eſtimates, the fup- = 

- _ plies, and the neceſſity of a new loan of thirteen millions 
and a half, with large majorities. in the houſe of com- 


mons, yet it was. ealy to ſee that his power was totter- 
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ing, and could not be of long continuance... In every 
ing, and could not be of long continuance. In. every | 
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in e by the 0 ee PEERS ved pur-' 

| poſe of he e e the war, the number 
of thoſe who voted for the exculpation of the miniſtry; ; 1 
decxeaſed every day. A motion of cenſure on the ff. 

od of the admiralty, brought forward by Mr. Fom oi f 

after the Chriſtmas receſs, was rejected by a majority f. 

| 1 25 . only; 22; and even that majority did not continue, but 

95 was reduced to 19 on the renewal of the fame motion inn 
82 5 ion owe a little v Red in form, on the twen⸗ 
:  _ rieth of February. Lord George Germaine feemed to I 
mrink from Gmilar Adee on himſelf by reſigning tge 

feals of his office to Mr, Welbore Ellis, -and/ſeeking.a' MB 

; retreat im the houſe of lords. On the twenty ſecond o ß 


February, general Conway moved for © an address 
to the king, earneſtiy imploring his majeſty to liſten to 
the humble prayer and advice of his faithful commons, 
that the war on the continent of America might no 
2 be purſued, for the impracticable purpoſe of - 
reducing that country to obedience by force.“ This 
was ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed: by the new ſecretary © for the 
American department; and when the houle” divided 
after a long debate, the miniſtry had ſtill a majority 
but à majority of one only, the numbers being 192 for, 7 
And 193 againſt the motion; ſo that the Pera edifice _ 
Hof miniſterial power was now ſaid, by a'maryellous and 
magical inverſion, to reſt upon its apex. Five days after, 
. was revived in à new form, declaring it to 
be the opinion of the houlez-thar à farther: proſecution _ 
ol offenſive war againſt America would, under 'prefent *' 
Circumſtances, be the means of weakening the efforts ob 
this country againſt her European enemies, and tend to 
jüncreaſe the mutual enmity ſo fatal to the intereſts both 
x, of Great Britain and America, This was carried with- 
. out à diviſion. After a variety of other very pointed at- 
tacks, the laſt blow was intended to be ſtrucł on the nine- 
teenth of March, according to previous notice giten b 
the earl of Surry; but whien' his lordſhip v was about co 
rie, lord North addiefſed himfelf to the Ipeaker, and fad, 
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announced to the houſe, and.to-the public at large. The 
cabinet, formed under the auſpices ot the marquis of Rocks | 
ing bam, and including himteif as firſt eommiſſioner of tnjge 
____ treaſury, was compoſed of the earl of Shelburne and Mr. 
Fox, who were appointed ſecretaries of ſtate; lord Cam- 
den, preſident of the council; duke of Grafton, privv 

ſſeal; lord John Cavendiſn, chancellor of the exche quer; 
— admiral Keppel, who was alſo created a viſcount, firſt A, 
commiſſioner of the admiralty;{ general Conway; com- 
©  mander in chief of the forees; duke of Richmond; maſter 


F 


general of the ordnance; lord Thurlow, who was con- 
tinued in his office of lord high chancellor; and Mr. Dun 
ning, ereated baron Aſhburton, and made chancellor of . 
the dutchy of Lancaſter. The duke of Portland ſueceed- 
ed lord Carliſle as lord lieutenant: of Ireland; Mr. Burke 5 
Was conſtituted paymaſter of the forces; and colone!l _ 
t fen J“ 
XX. The firſt buſineſs of national importance, brought 
forward by the new miniſtry, was the repeal of an a& 
_ - _ paſſed in the reign of George I. for kcuring the depen- 
'+ dency_ of Ireland, againſt which the loudeſt and juſteſt 
FClainours had been raiſed in that country. This repeal, 
which paſled both houſes without oppoſition, was properly 
- ___ underſtood as a virtual renunciation of the claiin of legi- 
llating for Ireland. The power of ſuppreſſing or altering 
bills in the privy counci f 
were the other grievances, of whi 
ſbliome very urgent complaints. As theſe points lay be- 
| _ tween the parliament of Ireland and the king, they were 
_  affured, by the lord lieutenant, of his rf fo gracious 
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and the 5 mutiny bi 
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-  Infeutions to give his aſſent to acts for aboliſhing the ob- 
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e dees iu. 4 5, 108%. 
tion to be the removal of miniſters, he wiſhed to prevent 
che neceſſity of giving the houſe farth 
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plicit declaration, that his majeſty had come to a deter- 
minat ion to make an entire change of adminiſtration 
nd he and his colleagues only retained their official ſitu: 
Ation till other miniſters were appointed to occupy their 
places. Upon this lord Surry conſented to wave his mo- 
tion; and in nine days after, the new arrangement was 
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8 noxious: power abovementioned, and ne „ 


5 ; mation ot the mutiny act to the term of two years. The 


= | 1 wliament and the whole nation were ſo highly: 


I., While: theſe fieps were: Judi iciouſly 


__ - foothe the een and mo the jealouſies of the CS, 
Nr people of Ireland, the new 


Bills for diſabling rexenue-otficers from voting at elec- 
tions, and excluding contractors from the houſe of com- 


mona, which had been repeatedly negatived in the coufſe 75 


of a fe years, were now revived: and paſſed with appro= 


bation and applauſe. Mr. Burke's reform bill was alſo 
1 En, a third time, in conſequence of a-meſ- 
_ age from the king, recommending the conſideration f 
an effectual planofceconomy throughout all the branches 
* the public expenditure. By this bill, which now, paſs . 
ſed, though not without ſome; warm oppoſition in tze 
1 of 3 the board of trade, the board uf works, 
and the great wardrobe were aboliſhed, together with . - 
the office of ee 1 of * and many fine-. 05 
ure appointments. e ant 
XXII. So far the new e ge e compaled of 
ſome diſlonant and j jarring principles, had conducted pub. _ 
Lic affairs with the appearance of perfect harmony; at 


the death of the marquis of Rockingham; on the firſt of 


July threw their whole ſyſtem into hs: utmoſt diſorder, _ 
On the day ſucceeding his deceale, the carl of Shelburns 
was declared firſt lord. of the treaſury. - The acceptance 5 


miniſtration were nat in 
attentive co the means of acquiring popularity at home. 
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1 with the Uberality of theſe conceſſions, that a : 7 "A 
Lear the houſe of commons in that kingdom paſſet} 
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of this high and pre- eminent office, without any prævious 1 


cComonmication with his colleagues, was conſidered by 


the Rockingham party as equivalent to a declaration of 
L 8 ee of lord Shelburne. Mr. F © 3# 
k 2 reſigned the ſeals as ſecretary of the nor- 
3 department; lord John Cavindiſh his office as 
| er; the duke of Portland his 


itical hoſtility on 
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x 3 in the firſt month of the year. The « 
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| roles un Ar; . . 
aun a few * WR 8 ſeats the | 
ards of wares and adniizalty.; ; and Mr. Burke his poſt 


1 pay ymaſter of 


bis room treaſurer. of the navy: lord. Temple ſuccecded 
the duke of Portland in the lord lieutenaney of Ireland; 
and Mr. William Pitt, ſecond ſon of the late earl of 


the army. In conſequence of theirirefigs 
nations, the ſeals of the ſouthern department were given to 
the earlof Grantham, and of the northern to Mr. Thomas. 
Townſhend, late ſecretary at war: ſir George Vonge e 
| ſucceeded Mr. Townſhend : colonel Barrt was 1 „ 
mater of the forces; and Mr. Dundas was appointed in 


{> 


Chatham, was conſtituted chancellor of the enchequer. 8 


Tbe conduct of Mr. Fox and his followers at that time, 
Sar of their ingepious efforts in parliament to give it 
.complexionz appeared to be rather the refult of 


| ine pride than of genuine patriotiſm.” The bicker- 


„ however; were ſuſpended in both houſes 

* fe £ ole of the ſeſſion on the eleventh of July, when 
We, ſpeech from the throne, in addition to the uſual to- 
eee the welcome declaration,” e that nothing 

| could: be more repugnant to his majeſty's fee ings, than 


+ - the long continuance of ſo.complicated/a war; 3 upd that 


his ardent defire of peace had induced him to take every . 
- meaſure which promiſed the ſpeedieſt accompli t of 


his wiſhes. The ſucceſs of thoſe meaſures will be def- - 


er after a thort ſkcetel et eee cs + Tents 
XXIII. Antelligencs W 5 in i the ſpring, what 


Murray, governor of Minorca, had been Gs . 


1 
Fell, after a ſiege of one hundred and ſeventy one days, 
to ſurrender that iſland to the arms of his Catholic ma 
Far, on the eighth of February. The news: from the 
Wet Indies were {till more pregnant with diſaſters. The 
- ſuperiority of the French in that quarter enabled them to 
Attempt, and to execute almoſt whatever they liked. 
They recovered the Dutch ſettlements of Dcmerar 


valuable iſland of St. Chriſtopher was doomed: to be the 
"RE one * ns times. * 1 a. 
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XXIV. Sir George Rodney's arrival at Barbadoes _ 


Royal at day- break on the eighth of April; and Rodney, 
| who had the earlieſt intelligence of their movements, 1 
made the ſignal for a general chaſe. Early the nexkt 
| morning he came up with the enemy under Dominique, 
Where the van of the Engliſh engaged the rear of the 
French; but the continued calms prevented a general on 
cloſe action. In the morning of theeleventh a treſh gale 
_ ſprung up, and the chaſe was "renewed ; and towards 
evening the headmoſt ſhips of the van gained ſo much on 
one or two of the enemy's ſhips, damaged in the late ac- 
tion, that the count de Graſſe thought it neceſſary'ta . 
 heardownforthe purpoſe of protecting them. Sir George 
d egerly warched and waited for hs 
opportimity, now manceavred the fleet with ſuch ſkill, as I 
00 gain the windward of the enemy during the night, mo 
no Rp 1 ) [ 
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bop tlie twelfth, the two fleets, being ranged in lines diretly_ 


FS dppolite, engaged with the greateſt fury. \Rodnoy's fleet 
 - . {ail of the line; that of de Graſſe 


only to thirty four, but higher rates, with ſuperio r: 


_ weight of metal. The French ſhips being crowdett with 5 


men, the carnage was prodigious ; but no viſible impreſ- 


4 ton wðas made, or material advantage gained till about 


fſeconds the Namur and the Duke, perceiving an accidental 


E © Grafle commanded in the Ville de Paris. Being quick 
5 ſupported by the remainder of his diviſion, the Engli 


French between two fires. This bokl and maſterly ma- 


interval which invited the attempt, bore directly with == 


| full Gilathwart the enemy's line; and-fucceſsfully broke 


through, about three ſhips ſhort of the center, where de © 


Oe commander wore round cloſe upon the enemy „and actus : 
Ally ſeparated their line, lace the central ſhips of the 


noon, hen Rodney. in the Formidable, followed by his 


 . . noeuvie proveddecifive.. The French however continued | 
[7 - to fightwith-the-uitmoſt bravery, and thebattleflaſted cill © | 
fim ſet. The Cæſar was the firſt ſhip that ſtruck her 
_ colours, having loſt her captain, and Being almoſt torn 


to pieces by her adverſary's fire. 800on atterwards, 


ſiome unfortunate accident, ſhe blew up, and every foul _ * 


deck, he ſiruck to admiral Hood juſt at fun-ſet. Night 


-- Cloſed the dreadful ſcene. The ſhattered! remains of the 
French fleet crowded all the ſail they could make for 


Cape Francois; and in the morning they were out of 


fight. Sir Samuel Hood being detached to purſue tje 


flying enemy, came up with five ſail off Porto Rico, and 
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captured the Jaſon and Caton ſhips of the lines, and two 


frigates, the third with difficul ty clearing the Mona 
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of view this action is conſi- 


E 5 Ae important, as well as moſt glorious naval vic- 
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or its remote FIR it muſt be . one FAT ih 44 


tories ever obtained by the arms of Britain. For ſuck 
eminent ſervices admiral Rodney very deſervedly obtained 


* 1 nors of a peerage, with a perpetual annuity of two 
5 EE pounds annext to the title, and the unanimous | 


thanks ot both houſes of parliament. 


XXV. North America edn no- military tranſac · _— L 


tion of any conſequence duripg; this period“. But the 


* campaign in Europe was rende fed memorable by an event 
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* reflected no leſs honor on the Britiſh arms than 
3 's exploit in the Weſt Indies. This was general 
Elliot 8 3 of Gibraltar againſt the laſt deſperate and 

unparalle led efforts of the Spaniſh monarchy. The duke 
4 Crillon, conqueror of Minorca, was now appointed 


to conduct the ſiege. A number of floating batteries 


were conſtructed upon a model, which, it was „ 
* ſecure them from being either ſunk or fired. The 
oof were enormous in other reſpe&ts. The ar- 
of the whole kingdom ſeemed to be collected for 
1 ngle purpoſe. Above eighty gun. boats and bomb- 


1 were to ſecond the operations of the floating bat⸗ 


_ teries, with a multitude of frigates and ſmaller veſſels, 


Vhile the combines fleets, amounting to fifty fail of the 


| line, were to cover and ſupport the attack. Some princes 
of the blood and many of the French nobility had re- 


_ Paired to the Spaniſh. camp, in order to witnels the i ine 
vitable fall of the fortreſs; and, on the thirteenth of Sep 
tember, when the rock was to he cl umbled into duſt, the 
© farroundiug hills were covered with people, as thou . 
all Spain were aſſembled to behold the ſpectacle. The 


_ day cloſed in a manner widely different from their expec- 


tations : the floating batteries were all conſumed by the 


prodigious: and unintermitted ſhowers of red-hot balls 


that iſſued from the garriſon; and above fifteen hundred 


of the Spaniards were ſuppoſed to have periſhed in the 


Previous to the change of adminiſtration, ſir 
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5 | f 6ffenfive operations hay 1 
the war with the ee Mae's in fact at an end. The 1 EP 


Sinal, though frantic purpoſe ol France being accom liſh 
dg, according to the contra edfviews of her rulets he * 
Had no farther motive 1 e in à conteſt, che expence 1 
+, and danger of which began now to ruſh: e her with 
. _ accumulating force. 8 pain, after extraor dinary exertions, 1 
baving falle in botli Ker and objects, the Tecovery of 
_ _ Gibraltar and the conque Ly 
ct. flatter herſelf, that her future efforts would be mofe 
_ _effeQual than the paſt : and Holland would neither have 
* the inclination nor Soi ability. to continue the 'war alone. 7 8 
During the negociation with France and Spain, protrac- 
_ red chiefly in conſequence of the demand in which Spain : 
for ſome time perſiſted of the cefſion*of Gibraltar, pro- 
vifional articles between Great Britain and America 
Mere ſigned on the thirtiet of November, by which 1 
the | thirteen provinces 'were declared free and indepen- 
dent ſtates; and, by a boundary line drawn much in 
hmeir favor, the country ſouthward of the lakes on both _ 
. _  fides of the Ohio, and eaſtward” of the Miſſiſſippi was 
”-__ ceded to then, with a full participation of the fiſheries „ 
Sn the banks of Newfoundland; and the gulf of St.Law- 
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XVI. This was the lalt a A = 


5 ; during the continuance of the war in Euro e; and'thus | : 
er the military career: of Britain, after her repeated misfor- . 
1 Fro ihe terminated. With great {plendor. "All the bellige- "FF 


ie") nr were, now” inclined to liſten - to overtures of 
cati 


ion, The independence of Amerita being 1 ; 5 


ce by the. En; gland, and a refolution a gainſt, Fn 
paſſed the houſe of Te] | 


of Jamaica, had little reaſon 1 85 5 


rence. Theſe firſt advances: towards a general peace were 


mentioned in the ſpeech from the throne at the meeting 335 
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8 ; adjourned'to the twenfy-firſt of January, the toy 
eding which preliminary articles were ſigned between | 0 
Das Britain, Fränce, and Spain, and were laid before 1 
the two: houſes « on the ſeventeenth of February. By this 
treaty, Great Britain guaranteed to France the iſland oe | 
d and e t ofs it. Lucia alſo the ſettle- _ 2 4 
ments of Gores and Senegal in A J and e 
with other conqueſts in the eaſt, | E rance, on her 
'S eed to reſtore. all her conqueſts in the Weſt | 
ndies,: except Tobago. His Catholic majeſty was 5 4 
." Wawa 10 retain Minorca. and Weſt Florida, Eat 3 
Florida being alſo ceded in exchange for the Bahamas, 
Which dog ivernor of the Havannah had taken in the be- 0 | 
_ ginnin Cihe. laſt year, The demands of the Datel. 
not 1 to have their ſettlements reſtored without giving _ 
3 thing in retürn but to be indemnifisd for the loſſes 
and expences of the war, impeded tor the preſem the con- 
_ cluſion of the treaty with thoſe ſtates. An addreſs 5 
thanks and app robation was carried in the lords by a ma- 1 
Jority of 72 500 ; but; in the lower houſe, an amendl- 1 
ment, withholding ſuch, approbation, yet aſſuring „„ 1 
mei of their Hm determination to adhere to the ſerve-: 4 
ral articles, for which the public faith had been 1 5 5 2 
was ſupported by the combined adherents of lord North - 7 4 
and Mr. Fox, who ſeemed to forget all palt animoſities 9 
in a ſudden league. of intereſt and policy. The avoy 8 - 
of ſuch an union was indignantly received by a very- ref * ON 3 * 
e part of the houſe. Mr. Powis ſaid; 5 This. 1 
was the age lof ſtrange confederacies. The ortd bad * 
_ ſeen great and arbitrary deſpots ſtand forth the protest. 1 1 
ors of an infant republic France and Spain had combin x 5 1 
ed to eſtabliſh the rifing liberties of America. The houſe 5 : 
now ſur veyed the counter part of this picture A l 8 
. STROUS COALITION: had taken place between a noble 1 Wh” 
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